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CHAPTER  XVU. 


MEMOIRS  OF  STRODE  AND  OOWER,  THE  CONFI- 
DENTIAL FRIENDS  OF  CHAUCER. 

It  has  already  been  observed  that  Chaucer  ^^j^' 
has  inscribed  his  poem  of  Troilus  and  Cre-* 
$eide  to  the  "  moral  Gower"  and  the  **  phi- 
losophical Strode."  These  untitled  and  private 
individuals  are  probably  to  be  considered  as 
the  author's  friends  and  fellow--students;  and 
the  avowdi  of  their  friendship  in  thijs  public 
and  honourable  v^ay  will  appear  to  the  acujte 
observer  -no  slight  token  of  the  integrity  of 
the  poet's  mind.  The  persons  whom  Chaucer 
has  thus  thought  fit  to  honour  and  commend 
in  the  fiice  of  his  countrymen  and  posterity^ 
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CHAP,  have  a  just  title  to  the  notice  of  those  who 
would  study  his  life  :  happy  if  we  could  col- 


XVII 


lect  such  satisfactory  information  concerning 
therjcij  as  might  tend  in  any  considerable 
degree  tp  throw  light  upon  the  character  of 
the  man  by  whom  they  were  distinguished. 
Among  the  companions  of  Chaucer's  youth 
these  were  selected  by  him  as  his  chosen 
associates ;  and  it  may  well  be  supposed  that 
an  intimate  knowledge  of  their  tempers,  for- 
Ctihes,  studies  and  pursuits  woiild  tend  greatly 
to  elucidate  his.  The  following  aie  the  most 
considerable  particulars  which  are  recorded 
eotocfermng  <ihem. 
^»«f^5  Of  Strode  so  little  is  kvK)wtij  that  I  ^an 
ihcKnfed  not  to  suppress  toy  paM  sdf  it,  but  t^ 
ffkt  AbWti  iSi  thdtt  hmd  of  him  Iry  Lelafid^ 
Bale  and  Pits.  At  thie  sa«iie  time  it  is  ti^ 
<K>  observe  that  these  authors  are  eiAitled  to 
1i  vary  limited  «tec&  iti  th%  ^aife  ia»  ^Mck 
they  ^iter,  puttticulariy  the  Prtitesiiflat  bi6h<^ 
iuidthe  Romfish  |)riest.  They^-e  muchnioi^ 
tfefiiiidous  of  ehe  thatti<^r  of  th^tbHcd  de^ 
clfti^iers,  thiain  <i£  Jhduslrioii^  wlfeetoiis  or 
*&iCl^i  4i»t€daft«.     An  ^t  «xM»pk  at  once 


Scix3de. 
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of  their  inattention  and  positiveness  occurs  chap. 
under  the  article  of  Chaucer,  where  both  Bale  =sBmam 
and  Pits  mention  the  duchess  of  Suffolk,  wife 
to  William  de  la  Pole  lord  of  Ewelm,  who 
will  hereafter  appear  to  be  the  grand-daughter 
of  Chaucer,  by  the  appellation  of  Chaucer's 
sister.  Yet  these  compilers,  such  as  they  are^ 
are  the  only  authorities  we  possess  respecting 
the  lives  of  the  majority  of  the  fitarary  cha*^ 
ra^^rs  of  ancient  times  in  England. 

Leland,  having  occasion  to  qwak  pf  C^aUf-  ^^^»^ 
ctir's  dedication  of  the  poem  of  Troilus  imd 
Cres€^4e#  observes,  ^  Who  this  Strode  was 
I  have  not  hitherto  been  ablo  to  discover  in 
any.authckK;  Bift  I  remember  to  have  rta4 
<^nsiderable  commendations  of  one  Stxo4if  a 
stwlent  of  Maton  collie  ini  Oscford,  t  man 
very  learned  in  poetry,  and  wbo  in  the  Mtih 
logue  of  the  members  of  this  cc^ge  is  re- 
fert^d  to  the  lai^  years  oS  Gdw«rii  lU.  AU 
thit  appears  £rom  the  verses  of  Chaucer  Is 
that  he  had  given  considerable  attenition  to 
the  topics  of  philosophy*.'* 

*  Leiftndji  Seriptores  Bntamnkit  Mp.4f. 

Ba 
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CHAP-       The  person  thus  doilbtfiilly  referred  to  by 


Leland  under   the    article    Chaucer,   is  ho- 
noured with  a  separate  chapter,  in  another 
part   of  his   work.      The   contents  of  the 
chapter  are  these.     "  Ralph  Strode  was  one 
of  the  most  illustrious  ornaments  of  Merton 
college.     He  attached  himself  with  singular 
devotion  to  eloquence  and  the  muses ;   by 
•whom  he  was  so  beloved  in  return,  as  to 
be  enriched  by  them  with  a  copious  supply 
of  grace,  elegance  and  wit.    This  man,  gifted 
:with  so  many  endowments,  presented  the 
public  with  a  composition  in  elegiac  ^verse, 
written  with  great  neatness,  sweetness  and 
power  of  versification,  and   called  from  its 
si^ject  Phantasma ;  as  appears  from  the  cata- 
logue qf  learned  men  educated  at  Merton  col-- 
lege  in  Oxford^.'' 
by  Bale.    -     To  these-  particulars  Bale  has  iadded  th^t 
*^iie*was  pronounced  by  the  sophists  rf  Italy 
and   France,  a  most  admirable   dialectician. 


-    ^  Lehmd^  cap.  coccxxi.    This  catalogue  is  quoted  by  Wood, 
Antiq.  Oxoo.  Tqm*  II>  Collegium  M^itoneose. 
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When  young,  he  was  smitten  with  an  ardent  chap. 
passion  for  eloquence  and  poetry,  and  culti-  ^^d-— -ju 
vated  the  principles  of  these  arts  with  such 
success,  as  to  be  deservedly  entitled  to  the 
laurel     On  his  return  from  Italy,  &c\** 

Pits  is  more  confident  and  particular  in  hia^^y  ^'^ 
language  on  the  subject.  He  calls  him  ^*  a 
laureated  poet  of  this  island,  member  of  Mer- 
ton  college,  where  he  became  acquainted  with 
alt  the  nicer  and  more  delicate  shades  of 
the  Latin  speech,  and  eminently  excelled  in 
poetical  composition.  He  afterward  travelled 
through  France  and  Italy,  and  livBd  in  much 
familiarity  and  friendship  with  ^  the  most 
learned  men  of  both  countries.  His  man« 
ners  were  highly  polished ;  his  turn  of  mind 
was  at  once  gay  and  acute ;  and  he  possessed 
the  talent  of  adorning  the  most  familiar  topics 
of  conversation  with  poignant  and  agreeable 
sallies,  in  the  exercise  of  which  talent  he 
willingly  indulged  \ ''     [This  is  definitive  and 


*  Bale,  Scriptorum  Bntannial  Catalogus,  CenUrl,  cap.  44. 

*  ViXi,  D«  lUustribus  AngUae  Scriptoribui, .  cap.  629. 
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CHAP,  preciise ;  Boswell  could  not  he  more  direct  in 
'  describing  the  tone  of  conversation  of  Johnson 
or  Bnrke  j  it  h  exactly  what  we  would  wish 
to  believe  of  the  familiar  and  confidential 
friend  of  Chaucer ;  but  where,  we  are  natur- 
ally led  to  aUk,  did  the  learned  Johannes 
Pitseus  collect  this  minute  information  con^ 
cerning  a  man^  of  whom  we  can  scarcely  be 
said  to  kftow  any  thing  with  certainty,  ex- 
c^t  that  he  existed  four  hundred  and  fifty 
years  ago  ?]. 

When  Strode  retiu-fted  from  Italy,  he  en- 
gaged in  the  controversy,  then  depending^ 
reispectihg  the  dogmas  of  Wicliffe.  His  pro- 
ceedings in  this  business  are  delineated  with  a 
very  different  feeling  by  the  Protestant  and 
the  Popish  historian.  Bale  thus  describes  his 
measures  and  their  success.  "  When  he  re- 
turned from  Italy,  he  began  to  ruffle  his  fea- 
thers against  Wicliffe,  placing  his  confidence 
in  certain  sophisms  and  tricks  of  logic.  But 
the  glory  of  God  confounded  his  pride,  and 
caused  him  to  fall  into  the  pit  which  himself 
had  digged*  Insomuch  that  his  boasted  so* 
phisms  and  ebnchs  were  found  unable  to 
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suppftrt  -^thw  the  faW^  donrtieii  of  Con-r  chap. 

xvu* . 
stantine,  ^r  the  papal  ^uj^remacy,  or  the  ob- 
scene Uw  pf  celibacy,  or  those  masses  of  the 
devil,  hoi«:Q  of  super^titiqus  IdSLinesB^  41^  ex- 
hibitions of  apish  mwnnaery.  He  vomite4 
forth  however,  for  tb<  ptegae  of  pos^rity,'* 
certain  works  which  the  good  bishop  tnu- 
merates.  It  might  be  imagined  that  the  above 
censures  were  fully  adequate  to  the  bl^knest 
of  the  poet's  crime.  The  prelate  however 
thought  otherwise ;  and  in  the  close  d  hh 
little  article  goes  out  of  his  wfty  to. renew 
the  invective.  *'  He  flourished,'*  edds  B^ 
**  under  Edward  HI  j  Aud  had  the  ii»pudence 
to  sjiy,  &ontless  hypocrite  th»t  he  was !  that 
the  permis^on  granted  to  priests  to  ent<^ 
into  w^lock  with  Chri^an  womeilf  wm  |i 
shred  of  p^gan  idolatry.^ 

The  friendship  of  Chaucar  could  not  eav^ 
the  ^*  philosophical  Strode'*  from  thi«  i»4» 
abupe.  Pits  however,  the  competitor  <tf  Bf3n$^ 
saw  the  matter  in  a  different  light,  **  Strode,'* 
says  he,  "  like  another  David,  rose  against 
this  blaspheming  Goliah,  and  would  not  en- 
dure that  Wicliffe,  us(^cumci»ed  in  heart, 
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CHAP,  should  defy  the  church  of  the  liviiig  God. 

,1  -  '-T He  took  the  sling  of  eloquence,  and^  with  a 
smboth  stone  from  the  brook  of  truth,  smote 
the  adversary  on  the  forhead,  that  he  fell ; 
then,  drawing  the  sword  of  the  spirit,  which 
is  the  word  of  God,  he  at  one  blow  cut  off 
die  head  of  this  doctrine  of  devils/* 

Both  these  writers  agree  to  fix  the  period 
of  Strode's  greatest  eminence  and  fame  to 
the  year  1370.  According  to  Tanner*,  the 
I^hantasma  and  some  bther  of  his  works  were 
printed  in  quarto  at  Venice,  with  the  com- 
ments of  Alexander  Sermoneta,  in  1517. 

ctmjeciuw  /  Th^  writer  of  the  Life  of  Chaucer  pre- 
^T\n  fixed  to  Urry's  edition  has  endeavoured  to 
cSi^.  add  to  the  stock  of  information  respecting 
this  friend  of  our  author.  For  that  purpose 
he  has  extracted  ^  a  Latin  colophon,  or  post- 
script, from  a  manuscript  copy  of  Chaucer's 
treatise  of  the  Conclusions  of  the  Astrolabie, 
the  sense  of  which  is,  "  Here  ends  the  trea- 


*  ^bliotheca  Bntannlca/art.  Strodseus. 
'Life  of  Chaucer,  note  '4  Z 
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ti8e  of  thie  conclusions  of  the  astrolabe,  com-  chap. 

XVII. 

piled  by  Geoffrey  Ghaucer,  for  the  use  of  his : 
«on  Lewis,  at  that  time  a  student  of  the  uni- 
versity of  Oxford,  and  under  the  tuition  of 
the  most  excellent  philosopher   Master  N^ 
Strode/' 

"From  this  passage  the  writer  infers  that 
the  person  to  whom  Chaucer  inscribed  his 
Troilus  and  Creseide,  was  afterward   tutor 
to  Chaucer's  son.     But  there  are  two  diffi- 
culties in  the  way  of  this  inference.     First, 
that  the  perston  whom  Leland  treats  as  Chau- 
cer's  friend   appears   to    have  been   named 
Ralph,  while  the  person  spoken  of  in  the 
manuscript,  as  the  tutor  of  Chaucer's  son,  is 
named   N.   probably   Nicholas.      The   bio- 
grapher  says   indeed,  that  *'  the  Christian 
name  of  the  friend  to  whom  Chaucer  dedi- 
cates^ according  to  Leland,  was  Ralph  ;  but 
according  to  others,  Nicholas."     In  the  first 
of  these   assertions  he   appears   to  be  mis- 
taken 5    Leland   has    an   article  treating   6f 
Ralph  Strode,  but  does  not  a£Brm  this  Strode 
and  Chaucer's  friend  to  have  been  the  •  same 
person.      The    biographer    says,    that  the 
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CHAR  Christian  name  df  Chaucer's  early  friend  was 
"  according  to  others,  Nicholas/*  But  he 
has  not  named  these  others :  and  it  is  pro- 
bable that,  arguing  viciously  and  in  a  drcle, 
he  had  in  his  mind  this  yery  colo][^on  to 
the  manuscript  of  the  Astrolabe.  Warton 
however,  seduced  by  the  authority  of  this 
writer,  has  fallen  into  the  same  mistake,  and 
gravely  informs  us,  without  referring  to  any 
testimcMiy  to  support  his  statement,  that  the 
early  friend  of  our  poet  was  "  eminent  for 
his  scholastic  knowledge,  and  tutor  to  Chau-» 
cer's  son  Lewis  at  Merton  coU^  in  Ox- 
ford ^*' 

A  further  objection  to  this  hypothesis^ 
arises  from  the  chronological  view  of  the 
question.  The  Troilus  and  Creseide  ha| 
appeared  to  have  been  written  about  the 
year  1350.  It  b  dedicated  to  Gower  axid 
Strode;  and,  as  the  author  was  then  a  very 
young  man,  it  is  likely  that  the  latta:,  as 
well  as  the  former,  of  the  persons  to  whom 


f  Hist.  q£  Eng.  Poetry^  VoL  I,  Sect  xh. 
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it  h   inscribed,  was  his  senior.      It  is  not  ^^^^ 
therefore  very  probable  that  an  eminent  phi-  "^ 

losopher,  who  was  elder  than  Chaucer,  should 
in  the  year  1391,  when  the  treatise  of  the 
Astrolabe  was  written  and  when  Chaucer  was 
already  sixty-three  years  of  age,  be  the  col- 
lege^tutor  of  a  child  of  ten  years  old,  which 
Chaucer  tells  us  was  the  standing  of  **  lytel 
Lowys  his  sonne/'  This  circumstance,  to- 
gether with  the  difference  of  the  Christiail  . 
ttame,  seems  to  be  decisive  against  the  sup- 
position that  Chaucer's  early  friend  was  at 
any  time  tutor  to  the  poet's  son. — ^The  writer 
rf  the  Life  prefixed  to  Urry  curiously  con- 
cludes with  informing  us,  that  Strode  was 
*•  a  great  follower  of  Wicliffe." 

Of  Gower,  the  other  contemporary  the  ^^Jg^ 
mention  of  whom  is  introduced  by  Chaucer 
In  his  Troilus  and  Creseide,  we  have  already 
had  occasion  to  speak**,  in  determining  the 
question  whether  he  or  Chaucer  were  en-  * 
titled  to  the  honours  of  eldership  in  English 


Oiap.  XT. 
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*xvn^'  poetry.  But  though  it  then  appeared  that 
Chaucer  had  clearly  the  pribrity,  yet  Gower, 
whe;n  stripped  of  his  unfounded  honours,  wMl 
still  be  found  entitled  to  a  very  distinguished 
share  of  applause.  He  was  a  poet,  though 
not  an  English  poet,  before  Chaucer:  this 
is  the  most  obvious  inference  from  the  epith^ 
^  moral,"  which  Chaucer  in  his  early  work 
bestows  upon  him.  Silch  an  attribute  it  is 
|iOt.  natural  to  assign  to  one  who  is  not  in 
some  way  before  the  public :  and,  if  Gowet 
were  before  the  public,  it  was  most  pro- 
bably as  an  author;  and,  if  as  an  author, 
most  probably  a  poet.  When  in  generous 
emulation  of  his  contemporary,  he  felt  im- 
pelled to  write  verses  in  his  native  tongue, 
he  showed  himself  certainly  not  inferior  in 
this  new  department  of  the  poetic  art,  to 
what  he  had  previously  appeared  in  Latin 
and  in  French.  He  was  not  unworthy  to  be 
the  fellow-labourer  of  Chaucer  in  the  task  of 
polishing  our  language ;  and  there  is  a  refine- 
ment of  sentiment,  and  a  gentle  flow  of  ex- 
pression in  his  English  poetry,  which  sets 
him  far  above  his  successors  of  the  fifteenth 
century. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


LIFE  OF  CHAUCER.  13 

Many  conjectures  have  been  formed,  for  chap. 
they  deserve  no  better  name,  as  to  his  profes-    ^ 
S{on  and  original  destination  in  life«     Leland    tioo. 
not  only  makes  him  a  lawyer*,  but  represents 
him  as  having  been  *'  sumtyme  chief  Juge 
of  the  Commune  Place  \'*     Afterward  how- 
ever, in  the  same  volume  \  he  has  this  me- 
morandum; **  Mr.    Ferrares   told   me  that 
Gower  the  Juge  could  not  be  the  man  that 
write  the  bookes  yh  EngHsch.    For  he  said 
that  Gower  the  Jlige  was  about  Edward  the 
Secundes  tyme/*     Meanwhile,  there  is  no 
Gower  a  judge  appearing  on  our  records  of 
these  early  times.     It  certainly  is  not  very 
probable  that  the  man  who^  in  an  advanced 
age,  wrote  the  tender,  but  incestuous,  tale  of 
ApoUynus  of  Tyre,  and  the  somewhat  licen- 
tious story  of  Florent,  or  the  wrinkled  bel- 
dam who  in  her  bridal  bed  is  converted  into 
a  beauty,  should  have  filled  a  station  of  this 
sort*     That  he  was  not  a  knight,  as  most  of 


'  Scriptores  Brltannici,  cap«  ccccxciii. 

*  Itinerary,  Vol.  yi.  fol.  15.  ^  fol  61. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQiC 


!♦  WFE  OP  CHAUCER. 

CHAP,  oijr  old  writers"  have  made  him,  is  sufil- 

XVII 

I .  '  I  ciently  evident  from  the  addition  armtger^  m 
the  original  epitaph  inscribed  upon  his  tomb^ 

His  family,  ^u  equal  degree  of  obscurity  hangs  over 
his  ofigin  and  the  place  of  his  birth.  Le^ 
Iand%  Bale%  Pits^  and  Holiinshed  ^ -^erive 
)m  extraction  from  the  Gowers  of  Stitten^ 
ham  in  the  county  of  York,  whose  family 
is  now  represented  by  the  marquis  of  Stafford. 
C^xton  however,  an  older  authority  than  any 
of  theae»  affinns  him,  in  the  title  of  his.edir 
tion  of  Gower's  De  Confessione  Amintis^  to 
be  a  native  of  Wales  \  On  this  supposition 
it  is  not  improbable  that  be  wa^  related  to 
Ifeuy  Gower,  fellow  of  Merton  cdlege  in 
Oxford,  and  bishop  of  St»  Davids,  who  died 


"  Leland^  Bale,  ¥^,  Fattenh^m^  Fesiclani,  9x4  tiie  Tbf-. 
fttmm  Poetaruni* 

"  Selden,  Titles  of  Honour,  Part  II,  Chap,  v,  §.  47. 

•  Art.  Govenis,  Gower. 

P  Chronicle,  A.  D.  1413. 

^  In  the  Biographia  Britannica,  the  same  thing  is  asserted 
of  the  title  to  Berthelette's  edition  «f  1532.  That  edition  lies 
before  me,  bat  does  not  cwitain  wha^  the  Biogn^hia  produoet 
it  to  vouch/- 
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in  1847%  when  our  poet  was  upward  of  chap. 

XVtL 

twenty  years  of  age;  a  coincidence  which  =ss3 
might  further  incline  us  to  believe,  with  Mn 
Spe^,  that  Chaucer  and  Gower  as  well  as 
Strode  were  members  of  Merton  college; 
were  it  not  that  it  would  appear  strange  that 
in  the  memorials  of  that  college,  which  seem 
to  have  been  kept  with  unusual  accuracy,  the 
names  of  Strode  and  many  others  should  be 
recorded  as  authors,  while  those  of  Chaucer 
and  Gower  are  wholly  omitted* 

Whatever  may  be  determined  respecting  his  comwc- 
Gower's  profession  and  rank  in  society,,  it 
seems  certain  that  he  was  attached  to  Thomas 
of  Woodstodc  duke  of  Gloucester,  in  a  man^ 
ner  similar  to  that  in  which  Chaucer  was 
attached  to  Jdhn  of  Gaunt.  To  his  con- 
ixectioa  with  thb  nobleman  we  shall  pre* 
sently  have  occasion  further  to  adverts 

Gower  was  probably  the  senior  of  Chau-  "^^^J^*"^' 
cer,  and  he  certainly  survived  him.    Towaxd 


'  Godwin,  De  Ptwu^bus  Aiigliie,  Episeopi  Menerenses, 
A.  D.  1328. 
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CHAP,  the  close  of  his  life  he  became  blind^  as  he 
5  has  himself  informed  us  in  a  Latin  epilogue 
to  his  verses  "  Unto  the  Worthy  and  Noble 
King   Henry   IV,"  usually  printed   in   the 
works  of  Chaucer. 

Henrici  quarti  primus  regni  fuit  annus^ 

Quo  mihi  defecit  visus  ad  acta  mea. 
Omnia  tcmpus  habent,  finem  natura  ministrat. 

Quern  virtute  sua  frangere  nemo  potest. 
Dum  potui,   scripsi;  sed  nunc,   quia  curva 
senectus 

Turbavit  sensus,  scripta  relinquo  scholis. 

The  same  circumstance  is  repeated  in  a  nu- 
nufcript  dedication  of  an  improved  copy  of 
the  Fox  Clamantis^  to  Arundel  archbishop  of 
Canterbury  •. 

But  though  Gower  suffered  more  than  the 
^mmon  infirmities  of  old  age,  he  had,  to 
balance  this,  the  pleasure  of  living  long 
enough  to  witness  the   overthrow    of  the 


'  MSS.  Oxon.  in  QtXL,  Omn.  Animarum^  No.  i26»  apud 
Bio.  BriUn.  art.  Gower,  note  C,  and  Warton>  Vol.  tU  Seel  t.    . 
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prince   by  whemi  hifli  patron  had  been,  de-  ^^J/ 
stroyed,  and  the  rengeance  that  pursued  his:     ■      '' 
destroyer.     That  this  circumstance  afibrded^ 
consolation  and  pleasure  to  the. still!  affect^, 
ionate  heart  of  the  venerable  old  ^  man,  ^ 
may  well  infer  from  this  extraofdinary  fact ; 
that,  though  he  is  admitted  to  have  smvived. 
the  deposition  of  Richard  only  two  ycars^ 
and  during  the  greater  part  of  that  tinbte  war 
decrepid  and  blind,  beihg  tmjtt  than  severity 
years'  of  age,  yet  he  revised  seyei^  parts  of. 
his  De  Confesiiane  Amantis^  iti ;  reference  to: 
that  memorable  event ;  and  the  greater  part, 
of  his  minor  poems,  as  may.  be  perceived 
from  their  titles  hereafter  recited^  wete  writ-:         '^ 
ten  wbsequeatly  to  that  period,  to  congratu^. 
late  liis  country   in  various  styles   on   the 
happier  .sera  that  was  dawning  upon  it,  undef^ 
the  auspices  of  a.  grave,  a  wise,  and  a  welh 
disposed,  monarch.  " 

That  Gower  was  a  man  of  some  wealth  ^)[J^,, 
we  may  reasonably  conclude  from  this  cir- 
cumstance.     The   tnonastery   of  St.  Mary 
Overies,  as  well  as  a  great  part  of  the  bo* 
tough  of  Southwark,  haviog  been  destroyed 

VOL*  II*  « 
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^x\^^'  by  fi»  in  the  year  i212,.Gower  contributed; 

'  ■■  largely  to  rd}iiild  the  coaimitiial  church ;  in 
the  north  aiate  of  which  he  prepared  for  him^ 
self  a  biirial«*place^  ^here  his  effigies  were* 
placed  stretched  upon  a  monument,  crowned, 
with  a  wreatb  of  ivy  intermixed  with  roses, 
and  with  a  collar  of  SS  round  his  neck,  his 
three  principal  woiles  being  represented  as 
sustaining  his  head  K 

Hii  works.  Beside  the  works  of  Gower  mendoned  in 
a  former  ^apter  \  there  are,  annexed  to  thtt 
manuscript  of  lus^^^jr  Clamantis  in  the  British 
Museum',  the  following  smallw  pieces:  1, 
Cronica  Tri^ertstu  Jokamus  Gower^  de  DepO'^^ 
iitione  Rkbardi  II  &  Corwatione  Henrici  If^: 
2,  Encimwn  Hmriii  IF:  3,  Qmtra  Demonis 
jtituti(m  in  Causa  Lolkrdia:  4.  De  Vir^ 
tutiius  .Ulg^w,  ad  Hem-icum  W:  5,  Dt  Vu 
tiorum.  BiUilf^ia  mb  Ricm-do  II:  6,  Cmtra 
Mentis  Sevkiam  in  Causa  SuperUa:  7,  Ccmtra^ 


,  *  De  Confmipne  A^MHtif,  ^^U  15$2,  Preface.    Leland^ 
Script.  Brit.  Stow*$  Annals,  1400. 
•  Chtp.  XI,  p.  212, 
»  Cotton  MS&Tibetitts,  A.  iv,  : 
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Carnis  Lasctviam  in  Causa   Concupiscentia :  chap. 

xvn. 
8»  Contra  Mundi  Fatatiam  in  Causa  PerjurH  \       \  i 


fif  Avaritidk  :  Q,  De  Lucis  Scrutinio^  contra 
Tenekras  Vitiorum:  10,  Potmata  Varia  Jo- 
bannis  Goicer^  Liber ^  utvidetur^  ipsius  autoris. 
All  these  are  in  Latin,  and  in  verse. 

We  have  sufficient  grounds  to  believe  that  ^^^l 
these  eminent  poetical  contemporaries  were  Si^. 
long  and  intimately  friends.  Chaucer^s  com- 
plimait  to  Gower  may  with  the  greatest 
probability  be  rrferred  to  the  year  1350; 
and  the  compliment  of  Gower  to  Chaucer 
which  has  been  quoted  ^,  is  found  in  the  De 
Confessione  Amantis  written  in  1303. 

But  great  as  their  friendship  may  reason-- 
ably  b«  supposed,  it  has  been  adorned  with 
some  circumstances  by  the  writers  upon  this 
subject,  which  are  not  founded  in  ^ict  Le- 
land  says ',  that  Gower,  ^*  having  remarked 
the  genius  and  ascertained  the  probity  of 
Chaucer,  admitted  him  into  his  friendship. 


y  Chap.  XI,  p.  207,  212. 

^-  Scriptores  Bnfcannici,  cap.  div* 

c  a 


Digitized  by  VjOOQiC 


^  LIFEOF  CHAUCER/ 

c  H  A,p.-  received  him  with  open  arms,  made  him  the 
companion  of  his  hours  jot  relaxation,  and 
honoured  him  as  a-  sort  of  divinity.     What 
Gower  indeed  has  hunself  declared  in  his' 
I>e  Cofifessione  Amantis  T^v^tt^  any  comment 
of  mine  [Leland's]  unnecessary,  wh<N:e  he 
has  shown  the  high  estimation  in  whicix  he 
held .  Chaucer,  descanted  upon  his  particulaf^ 
excellences,  treated  him  as  a  most  admirable 
poet,  and  made  him  asi  it  were  the  Aristarchto. 
of  his  work. .   Behold  then,  reader,  a  most- 
honourable  strife  of  virtue!  Gower,  a  m£^. 
little  confident  in  his  own  endowments,  mo-- 
destly  submits  his  lucubrations  to.  the  judg- 
ment  of  Chaucer ;  while  Chaucer   on  the 
other  hand  refers  his  Loves  of  Troilus  and. 
Creseide  to  the*  combined  suffrages,  of  ^Gower? 
and  Strode/'  / 

In  this  statement  there  are  certainly  many 
suposititious  particulars.  The  foundation  of 
most  cf  Leland's  errors  in  this  point  seems  to 
lie  in  his  having  supposed  Chaucer  to  be  a 
much  younger  man  than  he  really  was  ;  and 
accordingly,  in  the  introduction  to  the  above 
passage,  he  represents  Gower,  **  iu  the  last 
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ycare  of  Richard  II,"  as  ^^^  a  man  of  venerable  ^^^^j^- 
age,  and  who  had,  applied  Jihnself  with  gteat  = 
assiduity  to  the  cultivation  of  the  English  lan- 
guage," at  the  same  time  that  his- manner  of 
speaking  relatively  to  Chaucer,  in  the  Hries 
imipicdiately  following,  plainly  hnplles,  that 
he  regarded  him  as  a  young  man  of  dawnmg 
talents  and  considerable  promise.  Gower  did 
not  make  Chancer  the  Aristarchus  of  his  com- 
position ;  for  no  such  circumstance  occurs  in 
the  passage  already  cited,  the  only  one  in 
which  he  mentions  Chaucer.  And  Gowet 
was  very  far  from  leadFng  the  yj^ky  to  Chiu- 
cer  in  the' "  assiduity  with  which  he  applied 
himself  to  the  cultivation  of  the  English '  lan-^ 
guage;"  since  Chaucer  wrote  iEnglish  in  1 340^ 
and  prbbably  eadier,  and  Gower,'  so  far  as 
can  be  traced,  did  hot  commence'  English 
writer  till  1393,  .  .   :- 

Mistakes,  made  by  a  man  of  character  like 
Lcland,  are  generally  handed  down  from  age 
to  ag^  without  further  examination;  Dryden  * 


Preface  tahis  Fables. 
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^xvih  ^^^^^^^  Chaucer  a«  "  employed  d^road  and 
.  ■  favoured  by  Edward  the  Third,  Richard  th€f 
Second,  and  Henry  the  Fourth,*'  Dr.  John-r 
son**  describes  him  as  the  *^  disciple'^  of 
Gowen  And  in  the  same  manner  Mn 
Sp^ht  rem»ks  that  Gower  **  termeth  Chau- 
cer a  worthie  poet,  and  maketh  him  as  it 
were,  the  ludge  of  his  workes  ^  j"  and  the 
coadjutor  of  Urry  affirms  that  Grower  **  ad** 
dresses  Chaucer  as  a  judge  of  his  works**/' 
Hu  moral       Thc  rcputation  of  Gower  in  point  of  moral 

character  «•         i  ri 

impeach-  worth  has  sunered  materially  from  the  un-r 
considered  censures  which  hare  been  passed 
i^n  his-  character  by  several  writers,  who 
have  had  occarion  to  mention  him.  One 
author  fays  \  that  he  "  was  a  man  of  sin-, 
gular  learning  and  great  piety;  but  much 
given  to  change  with  the  turns  of  ^ate,'* 
Afterward  *,  improving  upon  the  vehemence 


'    ^  Hifltocy  of  the  English  bnguage^i  prefixed  tq^  his  &ic« 
tlonaiy. 

<^  Edit.  1598,  sign.  J>.  iii. 

'  Ifife,  sign,  d,  Urry's  Edition. 

*  iafef  sign,  e,  Uny's  Edit, 
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of  the  accusation,  he  rettiaiks  that  **  tibe  re-  c  b  a  iv 

xvu* 
spect  Chaucer  retained  fm  his  former  muster  masasaam' 

Richard^  and  gratitude  for  the  favours  he  had 
received  from  him,  kept  him  from  triimpUng^ 
upon  his  memory,  and  basely  flattmng  the 
new  king ;  as  most  of  his  cotemjporaries  did, 
and  particularly  Gow»,  who,  notwithstand- 
ing the  obligations  he  had  to  Rich.  11,  yet 
when  old,  blind,  and  past  any  hopes  of  ho- 
nour or  advantage,  unless  the  view  of  keep- 
ii^  what  he  enjoyed,  basdy  insulted  the  me* 
mory  of  his  murdered  toaster,  an4  as  igno« 
miniously  flattered  hb  murderer/*  Mr,  Tyr*- 
whit  observes  in  nearly  the  same  toile  \  that 
the  principal  variations  he  has  betn  able  to 
discover  in  the  different  copies  of  the  De 
Confessione  Amantis^  are  that,  **  every  thing 
which  Gower  had  siud  in  prbise  of  Richird 
in  the  first  edition,  is  either  le^  out  ot  con« 
verted  to  the  use  of  his  successor,''  in  the 
second. 

It  must  be  admitted  that  such,  variations  ^<>^'»^ 


Caaterbaiy  Ttles^  latroductoiy  DUecmrse^  note  15. 
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^xm"  eccuT*  between  the  cfifFarent  copies  of  Gower's 


^  English"  work.  '  But  the  infereilce  which,  by 
insihuation  or  direct  impeachment,  has  been 
made  of  *  Gower's  baseness  and  ingratitude, 
is  by  i«>  *  means  lightly  entitled  to  credit. 
Few  particulars  in  the  English  history  are 
inVdiVed'  in  greater -obscurity  (as  we  'shall 
have-forther  occasieri  to  remark  hereafter), 
than  the  fluctuation^;  of  party  during  the 
feigp '  of  the  unhappy  Richard.  But  the 
modem- writers  upon  this  topic  speak  with 
as^  much  'peremptoriness  and  confidence,  as 
if  ,the  merits  of  the  case  were  completely 
before  them.  They  talk  of  the  ^*  obligations 
Gower  had  received  from  Richard.'^  * "  Obli- 
gatiom^  Is  a  convenient  term  ;  and  ^careless 
reader  is  easily  induced  to  believe  that  the 
writers  had  a  long  catalogue  of  benevolent 
attentifons  and  substantial  rewards,  which  it 
only  ^depended  upon  their  own  pleasure  to 
have  set  out  in  terrifying  formality .-  Yet 
all  that  we  know  on  the  subject,' we  have 
received  from  the  lips  of  Gower  himself,  who 
informs  us  that,  one  day,  the  king  rowing 
on  the  Thames  near   Lond<>n,  accidentally 
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iriet  our  poet  who  ws^s  also^on"  the  river,  and  ^^^vtl* 
having  issued  his  gracious  commaud  toGower  ^ 
to  <:ome  into  the  royal  barge,  was  pleaded  *> 
enjoin  him  to  "  boke  some  newe  thinge'." 

This   is  the  sum  of  the  formidable  miss 
of   obligations  conferred   by   Richard  upon 
Gower,  so  far  as  it  has  come  to  the  know- 
ledge of  the  present  times.  It  has  much  mote 
the  air  of  a  trick  of  state,  one  of  the  artifices 
wUch  nuen  in  high  station  c^en  so  well  un- 
derstand,  for  cajoling  their  inferiors,   and 
giving  themselves  a  show  of  literature  and 
patronage,  than  any  real  generosity.     When 
we  consider  who  was  Gower's  protector,  a 
circumstance  to  which  we  shall  presently 
have  occasion  to  advert,  it  is  most  probaUe 
that  the  king  merely  regarded  Gower  as  his 
instrument,  and  made  use  of  the  occasion  to 
do  a  pleasing  thing  to  the  powerful  man  of 
whom  he  stood  in  awe.     The  poet  however 
took  it  all  in  serious  part,'  and  gravely  set 


'    '  Prologue  to  the  first  copies  of  the  De  Confesshne  Amantii 
^pud  Prcfface,  Edit,  1532. 
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cH^Ap.  himself  to  dompoae  an  immense  wori^  in 
.  ^Iit  books^  md  in  mbre  than  thirty  thou^ 
wnd  verses.  What  reward  did  Richard  con^ 
fer  upon  him  for  this  unexampled  stretch  of 
obedience  ?  We  do  not  know  that  he  even 
conde^ended  to  read  a  single  verse^  of  the 
thirty  thousand  which  werie  thus  laid  at  his 
feet*  It  ia  extremely  probable,  considering 
the  troubles  which  accomp^mied  the  last  years 
of  Richai^d,  imd  the  excessive  fickleness  of 
that  roonaodi's  temper,  that  Gower,  after  all 
hia  assiduity,  obtained  nothing  but  hopes  and 
baffled  expectaticm  in  return  for  what  he  had 
done.  Such  was  the  vast  weight  of  obliga- 
tion, which  tibe  poor  poet  was  bound  for 
evet  to  remember. 

Buit  Gower,  after  Richard  ceased  to  be  a 
king,  mippreesed  those  general  compliments, 
Wth  which  this  work,  written  at  hh  com^ 
mand,  was  originally  interspersed,  and  placed 
his  reign  precisely  in  the  point  of  view  in 
which  it  has  been  seen  by  all  posterity.  Per- 
haps it  was  not  exactly  graceful  to  retract 
praises  bestowed  upon  his  nominal  patron, 
just  at  the  period  when  his  power  to  reward 
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was  no  morcu    But,  if  we  looka  Uttk  n^iv  ciTap. 

XVIL 

rowly  into  the  motives  of  Gower,  we  dudl  -    i  - 

find  it  at  least  a&  probable  that  they  were  of 

a  generous;  as  of  a  sordid  cast.     His  great  cowcr'j 

"  ^  real  pi- 

protector  througJhi  life,  whom  he  has  con-  ««»' 
tinuaily  celebrated  in  the  poem  in  question 
finder  the  figure  of  the  sw^n,  which  was  that 
protector's  embleim  \  was  Thomas  of  Wood* 
stock  earl  of  Buckingham  and  duke  of  Glou^ 
cester,  one  of  Richard's  uncles.  This  no- 
bleman during  several  years  of  his  nephew's 
reign  was  all-powerful>;  an4  governed  the 
young  tnonarch  with  a  rigorous  hmd.  It 
is  not  improbable  that  the  moment  in  which 
Richard  honoured  Goweif  wkh  his  notice, 
was  during  the  period  of  Woodstock's  great- 
est prosperity,  and  when  Richard  was  eaqger 
to  do  evoy  thing  to  avert  his  ^isjdeakirie; 
The  tide  of  fortune  however  at  length  turned 
against  the  duke.  In  one  of  the  vicissi<^ 
tudes,  of  party  witK  which  that  reign  was  so 
pregnant,  he  was  made  a  prisoner,  and  shut 


^  ^^$9  Register  of  ^e  Garter,  Vol.  I,  p.  118. 
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^^^A  ^- lijp  in  the  fortress*  of  Calais.  Richard  then 
•With  great  pomp  prepared  a  bill  of  accusation 
against' the  duke  and  his  real  or  pretended 
confederates,  and  issued  a  mandate  to  the 
governor  of  Calais  to  bring  him  to  London 
for  triah  The  answer  was  that  he  had  sud* 
deiily  died  of  an  apoplexy^  and  it  was  after- 
"^ard  proved  that  he  had  by  the  king's  com^ 
fliand  been  for>:ibly  smothered  in  his  bed  '\ 

The  duke  of  Gloucester  was  a  prince  who 
stood  high  in  the  public  favour,  arid  this 
execraWe  act  of  aasassinatipn  contributed 
more  than  any-  thing  else^  in  little  more  than 
ajp^earafter,  to  hurl  the  monarch  from*  hi^ 
throne.  Gower  lamented  the  -  untimely  de- 
struction of  his^  protector  in  the  most  plain- 
tive strains.  If  then  he  even  took  some 
{Measure  in  the  subsequent  Ml  of  Richard,  is 
it -not  natural  to  attribute  his  feeling  to  a 
gencFOus  sentiment  of  indignation  ?  Glouces- 
ter wasT  a  nobleman  of  distinguished  talents. 


*  Cotton,  Abridgment  (ff  Records,  Fir»t  Parliament  of  Hen^ 
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afibd  Richard  the  weakest  oi  mankind.  Gower  c  h  a  f. 

XVII. 

regarded  the  fate  of  Richard,  who  was  d©-^ 
posed  in  full  parliament^  and  in  whose  ad-» 
versity  scarcely  any  man  sympathised,  as  a 
just  retribution  for  the  foulness  of  his  crimen- 
He  mixed  his  own  personal  sentiment,  aririiig 
from  the  pious  remembrance  of  Glouce^^'s 
benefits,  with  the  public  and  patriotic  feeiiog 
of  the  deliverance  ^f  his  country  j' and/ he 
gave  them  vent.     The  anguish  of  his  ios^^ 
and  his  horror  a(  the  manner  of  it,  were  too 
hqnest,  to  allow  him  to  reflect  whether  it  wai 
decorous-to  utter, severe  truths  over  the  body^ 
>  of  a  fallen  foe.    What  no^  shall  wc  think  o£ 
Gowers  haseness  suptd  ingratitude  in  return 
for   the  obligations  he,  had  received  ftdoi 
Richard  ;  ^  which  are  inyidiously,  a^avatei 
by  the  biographer,  with:  the  jecoHectidn  that' 
at  the  period. of  his.  ingratitude  he  was."  old^ 
blind,"  and  pa^  the  power  of  active  serviced 
The  writer  whose,  remarks  we  are  consi-i 
deringj   rounds  his  period  by  stating  thati 
Gower  "  basely  insulted  the  memory  of  his 
murdered"  master,  and  as  ignominiously  flat- 
tered his   murderer."     How. king  Richard 
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CHAP,  pexisked  18  a  question  for  ever  wrapped  vtp 
n  ;  I  in  the  veil  of  obscurity:  various  tales  have 
beea'toId>  and  all  founded  in  invention  or  la 
conjecture.  The  thing  of  which  we  are  as* 
sureki  i^  that  in  February  1 4oo,  five  months 
9&er  his  deposition,  his  body  was  exposed  to 
puUic  view  in  the  city  of  London  \  How 
^oes.  diis  writer  know  that  'Gower's  verses 
(who  Mirvived  only  abdut  two  years)  were! 
writt^i  in  the  months  which  followed,  and 
noC  lati^r  under  the  immediate  stimulus  and 
mqnresaon  of  the  wond^ul  event,  the  ele« 
▼adoh  of  the  house  of  Lancaster^  which  he 
had  just  witnessed  t 
CiffidMi.  It  is  thus  that  reputation,  applause  and 
id^y^  are  distributed.  "  History  is  the 
impartial  umpire  of  human  affairs,  the  vindi-- 
eat(^  of  merit,  and  the  scourge  of  crimes.'^ 
{t  shbuld  be  so.  But,  as  it  is  commonly 
Upritien,  we  may  furly  pronoiince  of  Fame, 
that  she  is  not  less  blind  than  Love.  She 
scatters  about  her  honours  and  her  disgraces 


^  VfMngluaa,  ad  aanuit]. 
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wkh  a  profuse  and  undistinguwhiiig  hand.  chap. » 
She  is  often  the^  mere  echo  of  popukur  and      i      ■ 
fugitive  caltunniesy  and  often  aggravates  them* 
with  her  own  rancorous  inventions.  We  shall  * 
see  still  more  glaring  instances  of  this  in  the 
progress  of  this  work.    Particulariy,  men  like 
our  poet^  who  have  proved  themselves  the 
henrfactors  of  mankind,  frequently  encounter' 
the  harshest  treatment.    Men  who  have  ac** 
cumulated  knowledge  and  been  the  lumm-*: 
aries  dF  their  times,  who  have  kfabured  for 
the  ddight  and  instrucdon  of  their  species,* 
and  have  recorded  in  imperishable  worics  theit 
benevolence,   their  affectionate  nature,  and 
their  anxiety  for  the  cause  of  morals  and  vbv: 
tue,  mankind  seem  to  hav^  a  singular  satia* 
faction  in  regarding^  in  (heir  ^soul  trans-  > 
actions,  with  a  severe,  fiiistidious  and  jaim-^ 
diced  eye. 

But,  however  we  may  decide  upon  the  Bfewrhbc- 
transitory  favour  of  Richard,  and  the  transi-    ^^ 
tory  gratitude  of  Gower  for  his  sovereign's    ^'^'• 
supposed  condescension,  an  instance  of  the 
frailty  of  human  attachments  remains  to  hp^ 
mentioned  whidi    no  gei^roua  spirit    wilt 
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CHAP,  refuse  to  regret.     The  friendship  of  Chaucei^ 
;and  Gower,  Mrhich  probably  commenced  iii' 
their  college  days^  and  which  we  are  siire 
continued  unduninished  for  more  than  forty 
years,  ceased  to  exist  while  both  the  parties 
were  yet  living.     Chaucer  is  construed  a& 
throwing  out    an   indirect   sarcasm    against  > 
Gower  in  the  prologue  to  his  Man  of  Law'» 
Tale';  and  the  compliment  to  Chaucer  in 
the    epilogue    to    Gower's    De  Cof^fessione' 
Amantis^  is  suppressed  in  some  manuscripts^ 
of  that  work  *^,  being  probably  withdrawn  by- 
the  hand  of  the  author.  ; 

Whether  Gower  were  intoxicated  witb| 
r^^ving  the  royal  command  to  ^  boke  some** 
newe  thinge,'*  and  afterward  saw  the  folly* 
of  yielding  in  this  point  to .  the  whispers  <y£^ 
vanity  J  whether  he  sympathised  with  the. 
ambition  and  daring  views  of  Thomas  ofc 
Woodstock,  or  looked  on  with  some  degi^e 


'  Canterbury  Tales,  ver.  4497:  see  Tyrwhit,  Introduotory 
Discourse^  f  i  xir.     *         - 
>.?;Tymhit»  Intro^hictaiy  IK8oa^n«  ., 
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cf  mdifference  at  his  tra^cal  fate ;  are  pointd  chap. 
comparatively  of  small  importance  to  the  oh* , 
Mrver  of  imagination  and  feelmg : 

Princes  and  lords  may  flourish,  or  may  fade ; 
A  breath  cati  make  them,  as  a  breath  has 
madet 

but  that  two  men  like  Gower  aftd  Chaucar^ 
with  so  many  points  of  sympathy,  with  so 
gr^t  a  similarity  of  pursuits,  both  lovers  of 
learning,  both  inspired  with  taste^  both  cul* 
tiyators  and  refiners  of  their  native  tongue, 
at  a  time  when  so  few  minds  existed  con*- 
genial  with  their  own, — that  two  such  men, 
after  having  known  each  other  so  intimately, 
and  mutually  looked  to  each  other  for  fellow-* 
i^p  in  amusement  and  relief  in  adversity 
during  SQ  long  a  period,  should  afterward 
come  to  view  each  other  with  eyes  of 
estrangement,  indifference  and  distaste,—-- 
forcibly  imj^esses  us  with  a  sort  of  despond- 
ency, with  a  feeling  (not  merely  hostile  to 
the  empty  and  frivolous  delusions  of  ambi-* 
tion ;  but)  as  if  refinement  was  nothing,  as 
if  faculties  \rere  nothing,  as  if  virtue  was 
VOL*  II.  D 
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c  H  A  t.  nothing  j  aa  if  all  that  was  sweetest,  and  all 

XVII. 

that  was  highest  in  human  nature,  was  an 
idle  show,  was  pure  *^  vanity  and  vexation- 
of  spirit." 

But  however  we  may  lament  the  estrange- 
ment here  spoken  of,  it  is  impossible  for  u$ 
to  determine  as  to  the  degree  of  blame  to 
be  attributed  to  the  respective  parties.  No^^ 
thing  can  be  more  difiicult  in  the  ordinary^ 
stream  of  human  affairs,  than  for  even  the, 
best  informed  person  to  judge  where  the  ho- 
nour and  where  the  blame,  fies  in  any  trans-^ 
action  dependent  upon  the  shock  of  tempers^ 
and  opinions.  Each  psaty  has  his  oWfi  story 
totdl,  which  in  moat  cases  shows  pkusible 
and  fair,  till  the  story  of  the  other  has  been' 
told ;  and,  when  we  have  heard  both,  it  i» 
.  probable  that,  from  tlie  diference  q<F  disposi^ 
tions,  habits,  views  and  prejudice*  among 
men,  we  shall  see  that  each  party  feels  so-- 
lemnly  assured  of  the  justice  of  his  owp  con- 
ception, and  astonished  at  the  distorted,  and» 
obstinate  make  of  that  of  his  neighbour*  But' 
the  smaller  features -of  human  dransactions^ 
are  scarcely  visibk  to  any  but  the  most  in* 
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timaw  contiettiofts  df  the  parties,  and  the  c?hap. 
fiiaterials,  such  as  they  are,  of  forming  a  ==5==* 
judgment,  are  never  brought  before  the 
world.  In  the  case  of  the  estrsmgement  of 
Chaucer  and  Gower,  we  do  not  even  know . 
who  was  the  aggres&or  or  who  the  ag- 
grieved i  and  therefore  cannot  possibly  d^ 
termine  whether  he  who  thought  himself  in- 
jured, had  good  ground  for  his  complaint } 
or  whether  on  the  other  hand  his  complaint 
originated  in  misstatement  or  misapprehen- 
sion,  in  superfluous  delicacy  or  unreasonable 
expectation.  One  thing  only  we  are  entitled 
to  conclude,  that  for  two  men,  whose  studie* 
were  the  same,  and  who,  of  any  persons  of 
their  age  and^  country,  were  the  nearest  lA 
rivalship,  to  have  maintained,  in  the  midst 
of  all  the  convulsions  of  parties,  a  steady  and 
unabated  friendship  for  forty  years,  argues 
in  integrity,  a  candour,  and  a  gener6sity  of 
spirit,  rarely  to  be  met  with  in  the  annals  of  * 
mankind. 

The  high  and  merited  reputation  of  Chati-*  uttmy 

chai^cter 

cer  4ias  in  every  age^  from  the  close  of  the    ofo^er. 
fourteenth  century  to  out  owatimesi  throwtt 

92 
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c  H  A  p.  an  undue  dfegree  of  shade,  upon  the  literarf 
TTT-i — :  character  of  Gower,  and  even  taught  some 
persons  to  sp^ak  of  him  with  a  sort  of  con- 
tempt. .  He  h^  the  faults  of  his  age ;  hia 
y^rsificatipn  is  rude  j   and  he  seems   insen- 
sible to  the  deformity  of  obtruding  upon  hi§ 
n^dei^s  whole  pages  of  prosaic^  feeble,  flat 
aCid  unnecessary  lines  :  but  firom  this  defect, 
as  'i^'e  have  seen^  Chaucer  himself  wasf  not 
exfethpt     Gower  was  a  phenomenon  in  the 
age  in  which. he  lired,  and  he  received  gcr 
nefally  from  his  contemporaries  that  species 
of  consideration  and  homage  to  which  his 
endowments  entitled  him.     His  ballads   ia 
l^rench  are  many  of  them  the  offspring  c^ 
a  delicatQ,  susc^tible   and    poetical  mind. 
EmuiitKm   Thoueh  it  is  not  true  that  Gov^r  led  the 
««•        way  to  Chaucer  in  the  art  of  writing  Eng- 
lish verse,  yet  if  we  refer  to  the  two  prin- 
cipal   works  of   each,    the  De   Confesficmi  ^ 
Amantis  and  the  Cant^bury  Tales,  we  shsdl 
find  that  Gower  did  lead  the  way  to  Chaucei; 
in  the  "idea  of  contracting  a  magazine  of 
..^    .    poetical  stories  in  En^^h  verse.     We  may 
therefore  ^fairly  consider  Chaucer  as  having 
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borrowed  the  idea  of  his  greatest  and  most  chap. 
admired  work  from  the  labours  of  his  learned  '  '  -i 
contemporary.  He  has  even  told  some  of 
the  same  stories ;  though  I  do  not  think  it 
tan  justly  be  said,  as  some  of  the  writers 
on  these  topics  have  perhaps  inadvertently  .  * 
phrased  it,  that  he  took  the  stones  frbni 
Gower.  Chaucer  rather  went  to  the  same 
sources  as  his  rival,  ind  Englished  the  stories 
in  his  own  way,  but  still  with  the  honours 
acquired  by  his  contemporary  full  in  his  eye. 
This  circumstance  surely  places  the  inferior 
poet  in  no  contemptible  point  of  view.  It 
remkids  the  reader  of  ^  taste,  of  the  conten- 
tion of  Voltaire  against  the  elder  Crebillon; 
who  treated  three  dramatic  subjects  (Semi- 
ramis,  Orestes  and  Catiline),  chiefly  because 
Crebillon  had  treated  them  before  him.  This 
is  at  least  a  generous  and  manly  emulation,  ^  ^ 
infinitely  superior  to  th6  little  2Uts  of  con- 
spiracy and  cabal.  It  contains  in  it  by  im- 
plication a  confession  of  the  honour  and 
estimation  in  which  the  competitor  is  publicly 
hdd,  and  an  acknowledgement  that  the  more 
Iteent  author  does  not  regard  the  competition 
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^xvnT'  w  matter  of  degradation  j  aad  if  in  tjie  sequ^ 
\^^  the  eld§r  writer  is  v^nqi^hied,  h^  is  p»ljr 
buried. undef  f  heap  pf  i^urelf;  and  sptay 
console  hiinfif^  (hat  tha^  which  causes  hJis) 
obscurity,  is  a  gyouad  of  devation  a^  pride 
Tale  of  to  his  country  and  his  race.  Another  cir-j 
o^Tyic.  curastance  which  U  worthy  to  be  mentioned 
in  this  slight  enumeration  x)f  the  literary  de-r, 
servings  of  power,  is  that  what  is  usually 
considered  a§  the  best  of  his  tales,  the  tale 
of  Apoliynus  of  Tyre,  has  avowedly  fur- 
nished materi^s  for  the  b^utiful  dnuna  of 
Pericles  Prince  of  Tyre,  ik  play  which  is  com? 
monly  printed  under  th^  name  of  S^baloespiblur, 
and  which,  in  sweetnesf^of  manner,,  delicacy 
of  sentiment,  tyuth  of  feejing,  and  lutural  easi^ 
of  language,  would  do  honour  to  the  greatest 
author  who  ever  existed. 
Conciusioa.  In  looking  back  to  th^  characters  of  Strode 
and  Gower,  the  confidential  friends  of  Chau-^ 
cer,  we  shall  see  much  to  reflect  credit  upon 
the  man  who  fixed  his  attachment  upon  such 
intimates  and  frienda.  They  appear  to  hav« 
been  both  honourable  and  wise  men,  mistera 
9f  all  the  learning  of  their  times,  and  distin% 
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guished  for  powers  and  acuteness  of  intellect,  chap. 
Strode  Ijoweyer,  the  vigorous  adversary  and  > 
opponent  of  Wicliffe,  must  unquestionably 
yield  the  palm  to  Gower.  It  is  with  another 
sort  of  temper  and  feeling  from  that  due  to 
an  elegant  scholar  and  an  acute  controver- 
sialist, that  we  are  bound  to  look  up  to  one 
of  the  great  founders  of  our  language,  a  man 
who  bore  his  part  in  these  early  times  in 
breaking  the  intellectual  ice  of  our  nprthem 
oUxn%te, .  and  who  contributed  to  usher  into 
our  land  those  sublime  votaries  of  the  muse, 
by  whose  admirable  productions  our  country 
has  been  enabled  to  eclipse  every  other  nation 
ijfth^wwW. 
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QUESTION  WliBTHER  CHAUCER  STUDIED  AT  PARIS, 
AND  Iff  THE  INNER  TEMPLE,  CONSIDERED.— 
TRUCE  BETWEEN  EJ»IGLAND  AND  FRANCE-— LAW 
AND  LAWYERS  OF  THE  FOURTEENTH  CENTURY. 
•-STATUTE  OF  TREASONS.  —  PALAMON  AND 
ARaTE.-TRANSLATION  OF  BOETHIUS  DB  eON- 
SOLATIONE  PHnX)SOPBlA 


JLeLAND  reports  of  our  auth6r,  that  he 

Chaucer's    finishcd  his  studies  at   Paris.     "  Chaucer/^ 

ia  Fr^  says  he,  ^*  at  the  period  of  his  leaving  Ox- 

byLdand.  ford,  w^  already  an  acute  ^i^leptian,  a  per* 

suasive  orator,  an  elegant  poet,  f  grav^  phi- 

losopher,  an  able  mathematician,  apd  an  ac<- 

complished  divine.    These  no  doubt  are  lofty 

appellations  3  but  whoever  shall  examine  his 

works  with  a  curious  eye,  will  admit  that  \ 

have  suflScient  ground  for  my  panegyric 

•*  I  must  however,"  continues  the  veaev:^ 


CHAP. 
XVIIL 
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alble  historian,  **  ingenuously  confess^  tjia*  chap. 
his  studies,  at  Oxford  were  not  so  complete^  iii^fiii 
but  that  he  added  much  to  the  stock  of  his 
science  by  the  ardour  of  his  application  i^ 
another  place.  We  find,  after  leaving  Ox^ 
ford,  that  he  spent  sevenfl- years  iti  France, 
and  acquired  much  applause  by  his  literary^ 
exercises  in  that  country.  His  fsime  followed 
him  on. his  returning  home;  and,  animated 
t>y  his  success  abroad,  he  resorted  to  the  so« 
cieties  and  courts  of  justice  in  his  native  me* 
fropolis,  which  he  had  perhaps  also  frequented 
previoirtly  to  his  residence  in  France  *•" 

Mr.  Tyrwhit  has  thought  proper  to  call  iii  iaMhf 
question  the  authority  c^  Leiand  in  this  and 
other  particulars  relating  to  Chaucer,  and  has 
endeavoured  to  reduce  the  life  of  the  poet 
to  a  dry  extract  of  the  records  of  those  of 
our  English  sovereigns  whom  Chaucer  ^rved. 
This  ii5  certainly  a  very  unreasonable  and 
extraordlnapy  way  of  treating  historical  evi- 
dence. Public  and  official  records  of  the  early 


I  Spriptore*  Britannici,  pip.  d^ 
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CHAt.  iufi^dea5|  qi  Cii^HO^'s  life  we  m^  il^arcdy 
I,; 'ill,  '  ,eKp<6ct  tp  fin4.  Mff  Tyrwhstfi^ya,  ^^  |be«e 
^hS^ci"'^!^^  France^  rest.  emir^Jy  on  \lh«  *Uh 

tJiQPty  of  Lekfld  V    Aini  sppn  »wbjkt  ay- 
.^iprky :  ve  ^¥»  to,  e;xp6pt^m  to  mt  ?  Whtt 
ft^rt  of  {^^arancp  wrW  be  ©Khiblteij  V  »^ 
dk^  ?W4  jby  fineif nt  histpry,  if  tli«  authority 
:f3#,thR\^ikrt  writers  h  to  be  treated  as  of 
ja^  weight  ?    We  ought  undpi^J)te<Hy  to  Slft- 
tipgttlsh  betwfien  tk^  diflfereiit  d^sse?  of  ev}- 
.4eiiice  s  bpt  ft  itQ^ld  be  an  idle  and  ruinous 
!fi$3q[^9iii  t0  bJlol  out  of  our  nftrrativea  eveiy 
thing  which  Is  not  ti?  be  fbynd  in  0^(^ 
^f  ecprd*  mhJ  gwettes.  When  a  man  af  a  Mber 
^  cfilQ\:^4tinf  t^W^  reads  the  histarie«  fif 
Hfefodotw  €f  §lrfhi«t,  h«  knows  that  h0  is 
r^ieg  a  t^e»  a  jgiultitude  of  th#  circna^ 
stances  c>f  which  #nay  be  real,-  or  n^y  fee 
i(^gjn^*  .  Bnt  h*  does  not  on  th«t  acco^int 
T^Qgard  them  as  unworthy  of  notice :  he  on 
dv^  contrary  reeehres  thfm  with  a  certain  m^ 
derated  )degree  <^  I^Uef* 


C^terbury  ToJei^  Prf faee^  Appfodiz  Cf 
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-  The  mode  of  estimating  historical  evide^o^  chap* 
in  4pubtlul  c^es^  wluph.bas  usually  h^^  ^ 
adopted  \yf  capable  enqxuxfixs^  has  be^; 
wl»ere  the  j^pri^ciatatioi^.  for  instance,  of  th^ 
inoiwtic  histew^^  as  WUliam  jFitjistephea  of 
IMatthew  Paris,  or  evw  of  thue  poet,  .ag  Ho^ 
mer^  sufficieiitiy  cpiftcides 'witji  the  praptioey 
iijvJ  notions  of,  the  times,  and  with  whal; 
might  Jiayp  Jjecn  expected  from  generation 
of  men  circumstanced  like  those  which  h^ 
ha$  attempted  to  describe, — ^there  to  admi| 
Jiis  representations  without  scruple.  Let  iij» 
try  the  statement  x)f  Leiand  by  this  test 

Nothing  can  be  more  certain  than  that  i^  R«Mt«f 
Mras  the.  frequent  custom  in  the  Airteenth   mwta' 

^  the  uoi" 

imd  fourteenth  centuries,  for  Englishmen  ^^^ 
who  ^ere,  carefully  educated,  to  proceed, 
g^DC^r  having  finished  the  course  of  their  stu^ 
dies  at  home,  to  the  university  of  Paris.  W^ 
have  already  had  occasion  to  allege  sever$4 
mustances  of  this  %  among  a  multitude  which 
might  ]^e  produced.     Wood,  in  treating  of 


*  Chap- XIV,  p.  262. 


r^ri^. 
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CHAP.  Hiesc  instances,    says,   in    the    example  of 
xvni.  '  -     /  '  *  . 

p^mrrm  Grosstestc,  **  he  wcnt  over  to  Paris,  follow- 
ing in  this  the  practice  of  eveiy  lEnglishmari 
eminent  for  learmng^;'-  and  in  that  of  Roger 
Bacon,  **  he  visited  this  •  university,  in  coni 
fbrmity  to  the  practice  of  all  the  more  learned 
English,  particularly  those  who  had  been  bred 
at  Oxford^."  Why  should  we  imagine  that 
the  result  of  historical  reasoning  is,  to  lead 
m  to  deny  to  Chaucer,  the  most  eminent 
literary  character  of  his  time,  all  thos6  ad- 
vantages of  institution  and  example  which 
were  best  calculated  to  conduct  him  to  thai 
eminence  ?  * 

chancer-s        Lelaud,  iti  his  remarks  upon  the  subject^ 

extensive  *  "^  • 

•ctjuaint-  inakes  a  very  natural  observation.  It  was 
^'^Mttire.  during  the  years  that  Chaucer  resided  at  the 
university  of  Paris,  says  he,  "  that  he  im- 
bibed all  the  beauties,  elegance,  charms,  wit 
and  grace  of  the  French  tongue  to  a  degree 
that  is  scarcely  credible."  Nothing  indeed 
can  be  more  indubitable  than  that  Cha4xcer 


^  Wood,  A.  D.l^S.  « ditto,  A.  D.  129?. 
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tva3.a  consummate  m&ster  of  the  language^raad  chap. 
pf  all  the  literary  productions^hich  had  then  i 

appeared  in  France*  How  are  we  accustomed 
to  reason,  previously  to  all  historical  evidence^ 
upon  instances  of  this  sort,  happening  under 
our  own  observation?  .We  naturally  say, 
*' This  man  must  certainly  have  lived  in 
France.'* 

Mr*  Tyrwhit  reinforces  his  incredulity  by  ^^^^^J|^, 
observing  that,  ^  Leland's  account  is  full  of  ^J^f 
inconsistencies/'    Leland  is  indeed  erroneous 
in  his  chronology,  and  appears  to  have  sup* 
posed  Chaucer  to  have  been  bom  and  to  have 
died  thirty  years  later  than  he  actually  did. 
In  treating  of  Chaucer's  studies  at  Paris,  he 
refers  them  expressly  to  the  concluding  years 
of  Richard  IL  .  But,  though  glaringly  defec- 
tive in  his  dates,  he  has  introduced  no  in- 
consistencies or  contradictions  into  his  state- 
ment of  the  copsecutive  series  of  Chaucer^s 
education. 

We.  have  a  right  indeed  to  infer,  from  Le-, 
land's  egregious  mistakes  of  chronology  in 
this  point,  which  he  might  probably  have 
corrected  from  the  inscription  on  Chattcers 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


46  urn  O^  CHAtfCER; 

crt  A  p.  tbittb  Itt  Westminster  Abbey,  that  he  was  not* 

XVIII. 

tea— lI:  2tt  least  in  this  instance,  a  verytrarcfut  collatot^ 
6f  doctimeijts.  But  tie  most  Carcfess  examiftef 
•f  facts  and  incidents  is  right,  in  more  in-* 
stances  than  he  is  wrong.     Every  one  ac- 
quainted with  the  writings  of  Leland,  wilf 
acquit  him  of  having  forg6d  th6  tale.     His 
language  on  the  subject  is  peremptory :  h€ 
thought  therefore  that  he  was  proceeding  on 
sufficient  authority*   Who  will  venture  to  de- 
iAde^  what  sort  of  authorities  and  documents 
*    existed  in  Leland's  time,  which  may  have 
perished  between  that  time  and  the  present  ? 
Period  of       If  Chaucer  studied  in  Fiance,  it  must  have 
studies  in  been  during  the  truce  between  the  rival  mo* 
narchs,  which  was  continued  by  successive 
'  jJrolongations  from  September  1347  to  June 
1355.     The  distance  at  which  we  live  from 
the  period  of  the  wars  of  Edward  III.  causes 
us  somewhat  to  exaggerate  to  ourselves  the 
iilegree  of  animosity  then  subsisting  between; 
the  two  countries.     The  accidental  preten- 
sion of  affinity  to  the  crown  of  France,  which 
Was  varnished  over  by  courtiers  and  lawyers, 
i7h$  rathct  used  by  that  monarch  as  a  gracefii! 
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ornament  to^  hi*  achievements,  thin  ^  4  se^  ch  ap. 
rioto  preliihinary  to  so  inrghfy^n  accjuisi-^ 
tSon*  A  young  and  gaHant  prince  held  it  his 
duty  in  those  ages  to  discover  some  occasion 
for  war ;  and  a  war  such  as  that  between 
England  and  France,  was  regarded  m  pro- 
i^pect  as  only  a  more  magnificent  and  exten- 
sive speci«s  of  tournament,  however  differ- 
ently it  was'felt  in  the  event  by  a  countless 
multitude  of  the  miserable  victims  of  this  os*^ 
tentation.  Thus,  when  king  John  of  France 
Was  t^cn  prisoner  by  the  Black  Prince,  hisi 
gallant  cmtqueror  immediately  forgot  the  ho* 
fiday  tale  of  John's  usurpation,  and  without 
diflSculty  yielded  to  him  the  priority,  and  de- 
clared that,  being  himself  but  a  subject,  he 
knew  too  well  what  was  due  to  majesty,  to 
assume  the  freedom  to  sit  in  his  presence^* 
In  the  peace  of  Bretigni,  the  successful  and 
victorious  conclusion  of  these  broils,  the  main 
article,  an  article  which  could  scarcely  ever  in 
the  process  of  the  contest  be  said  to  be  serf* 


^Froissaft,  Vol,  I,  chap,  cltvcl. 
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CHAP,  ously  out  of  the  recollection  of  the  conten4^. 
.ing  parties,  was  that  Edward  should  re*- 
nounce  for  ever,  for  himself  and  his  heirs,  the 
style  and  title  of  king  of  France,  and  all  pre- 
tensions upon  the  crown  and  sovereignty  pi 
thatxountry* 

Cljaucer  then,  in  visiting  France,  would 
no  doubt  find  an  hospitable  and  cordial  re^ 
ception.  The  young  nobles,  of  eithi^  king«^ 
dom  were  in  the  habit  of  resorting  in  crowds 
to  the  tournaments  of  the  other :  if  it  had  not. 
been  so,  Philip  of  Valois  would  not  have 
found  it  necessary  to  issue  the  edict,  which 
has  been  already  mendQned  %  prohibiting  hia 
subjects  from  repairing  to  the  tournament 
proclaimed  by  Edward  in  1344  :  and  it  is  well 
known  that  the  literary  worthies  of  either 
kingdom  were  not  less  welcome  to  the  other» 
than  its  warriors* 

Chaucer  found  a  country,  afflicted  anxi 
humbled  by  the  events  of  the  campaign  of 
Poitiers,  but  not  destroyed.     France  had  by 


•  See  abovc^  Chap.  VII,  p.  193. 
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no  meaiudait  off  her#illwtty,h6l:.|U«raUt^^  ci^^a^k 
her  isfiQetntht  or  her  pride;  nod  th6.{»re«: 
tensions  of  the  university  of  Paris  to  be  tha 
centre  and  aourcs  of  literature  to  the  Western 
world,  do  not  aeem  to  <baiz)e  beeo  in  the  least 
impaired. 

Our  traveller  and  jtvulent  was  probably 
qming  x>£  Normal  ancestors,  a  race  cf  mec^ 
(0  whom,  aa  wse  hare  s^cn,  i^y  with  prc^ 
bability  he  ascribed  the*  effusions  which  con^ 
stitute>  as  h'wefe,  t^  &rst  point  in  the  ad^ 
mbable  aeries  of  mod^im  European  poetry. 
He  did  not  therefore  visit  Paris  as  a  strang<»:^ 
but  as  a  bi'other,  as  a  descendant  of  theit 
first  in^structoiB  in  Hit  arts  of  intellectual 
heroism ;  and  the  glittering  trophies  of  th^ 
victory  of  Poitiers  no  d^ubt  reflected  a  gnM:e* 
fid  and  commanding  light  ^on  the  cowite» 
nance  of  the  youthful  Biitpn,  We  may, 
without  danger  of  being  erroneous,  believe 
that  Chaucer  was  courted,  honoured  and  be^ 
loved ;  and,  in  the  lai]^;uage  of  our  honest, 
original  antiquary  \  that  ^^  he  gained  to  him« 

VOL.  II,  « 
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^xvm*  s^gi^  glory,  ftom  themaaifestatian  of  the 
:<w-*~^  qttickness  iand  ripeness  of  his  talents,  in  that 

counti:y*'* 
chauceff     .  /The  story  of  Chaucer's  studies  in  the  Inner 
the  inns  Temple  certainly  does  not  rest  upon  better 

of  court  *   ^  '  ^  * 

discuss-  authority,  than  that  of  his  matriculation  in 
the  university  of  Paris.  Mr.  Tyrwhit  -  how- 
ever, who  is  disposed  in  afiairs  of  this  nature 
to  assume  the  prerc^atiares  of  an  absolute  mo- 
narch, tells  us,  that  he.  is  ^^  inclined  to  be- 
lieve'* the  one,  and  to  reject  the  other. 
.  Leland  informs  us,  that  *'  Chaucer  fre- 
quented the  courts  of  justice  in  London,  and 
the  colleges  of  the, lawyers ;''  but  heroes  not 
accompany  this  asserti^  with  an  expression 
{constat]  so  aflSrmatrve  (rf  absolute  know- 
ledge, as  when  hj&  speaks  of  his.  studies  in 
■France.  He  says  not  a  word  of  the  Inner 
,Temple. .  And,  if  a.mis^e  in  chrom)logy 
can  vitiate  his  testimony,  it  .certainly  must  be 
^et  aside  in  this;  instance,  as  he  plainly  refets 
,this  branch  of  Chaucer's  education  to  the  last 
^eare  of  Richard  II,  or  rather  to- the  com* 
iftencement  -of  the  reign  of  Henry  IV. 
But  the  authority  which  of  late,  has  been 
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l^ri^iipally  relied  ijpon  with  respect  to  Ghau-  chap* 
cer's  legal  education  is  that  of  Mr.  Speght,  ./.r  in* 
\9\\o  in  his  Life  of  Chaucer  says^  "  Not  many 
yeeres  since,  Miaster  Buckley  did  see  a  recor4 
in  the  same  house  [the  Inner  iTemple],  where 
Geofirey  Chaucer  was  fined  two  shillings  for 
beating  a  Franciscane  fryar  in  Fleet-streete.'^ 
This  certainly  would  be  excellent  evidence, 
were  it  not  for  the  dark  and  ambiguous  man- 
ner in  which  it  is  produced.  I  should  have 
been  glad  that  Mn  Speght  had  himself  seen 
the  record,  instead  of  ft^aster  Buckley,  of 
whom  I  suppose  no  one  knows  who  he  is ; 
why  did  he  not  ?  I  should  have  been  better 
satisfied  if  the  authority  had  xiot  been  intro-^ 
duced  with  so  hesitating  and  questionable  a 
phra^  as  "  not  many  yeeres  sine*:'*  and  I 
also  think  that  it  would  have  been  better  if 
Master  Buckley  had  given  us  the  date  AO^ 
nexed  to  the  record;  as  we  should  then  at 
least  have  had  the  satisfaction  of  knowing 
whether  it  did  not  belong  to  spme  period 
before  our  author  waa  bom,  or  after  he  had 
been  committed  to  the  grave.  Much  stress 
therefore  cannot  be  laid  upon  tibe  suppositioqi 

B  a 
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^xvtn    oi*  Chattier  liavihg  b^lottg^fl  'tb  th«  setk?^  df 
"     'the  Inner  Tertijpie.  J*  ' 

Let  us  iiowevei:  &t  a  motnertt  rbtttttVfe  *of 
fcliaucer  as  a'^tideht  at  iaW,  land  Tet  uS  cxa- 
mrne  \v^atid6is  and  conc^pttcn^  wotdd  hite 
betn  pT6^c6d  hi  his  ttiitid  fey  this  study. 
History  of      LaW  was  in  thte  foutteehth  centuiy  a  «citince 

laur  m  the  •    ' 

tiot  withront  ample  materials  to  exerdse  tlite 
speculations 'of  thre  Cirrrous  enqfiiirfer/  In  the 
idkrket  uges,  the  trial  by  ordeal,  by  cortibat, 
^nd  by  the  baths  of  ^  -certain  rtuttAer  of  eom*- 
^rgators,  almost  utuv^rsafly  prettifted ;  and 
tfeVtainly  nothing  <::an  be  imaging  mdre  fo- 
reign to  equity,  reason,  and  the  tgx^rcisc  of 
the  intellectual;  faculfy,  than  these  practices* 
^ut,  as  the  cultivation  of  letters  advanced, 
these  modes  of  decision  Were  graduaHy^x*- 
^loded. 

In  ChiuCer's  time  there  may  be  said  to 
Wve  existed  among  us  four  codes  of  law, 
^ach  of  independent  origin,  'each  of  fcOtlsider- 
able  magnitude  and  suMety,  atid  till  worthy 
of  deep  and  artenti\^e  inviestigation*. 
1.  Civil  '  In  the  year  113/  a  perfect  copy  of  th^ 
l^andects  of  Justinian  was  atciddhtally  di^-' 
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|ia4  ^fji  cjQiistiruct^d  rnpre  u|)Qa  thegnqr^ 
ciple^  gf  ^1^  ftbstraqt  ^^i^jice,  aiwi  advan?q4 
higher  pretec^sipas  tp  b?ing  a  system  of  imr 
p^^ftial  equity^  th?n  p?rh?ips  auy  otfeer  codQ 
t|^{i^  ever  ^listed:  it  se^mc4  to  have  growi^ 
lefi§  Qi^t  of  the  qi^stox^3  md  prejudices  qf  any 
p^ticnlar  a|;c  an^  cpya^ry,  m^  to  l^^tv^  l^e^x 
)bettej:*a4apjted  for  immo^ftlity.  Whea  \\i^ 
b?irharij^i5.s  of  the  ciorth  overran  ^^  fertile 
pTpviacep  qf  the  RpTOftA  empircj  ;hey  were 
totally  incapable  of  under3tan4ing  thg  refiaer 
xnopt^  pf  thip  cofie  j  and  i^  r^erred  to  ^quxt 
l^il^atioa?  *nd  modes  of  whieji  they  had  hi- 
th^o  had  no  experience*  Afcprdingiy  it 
w^  by  them  speedily  fpnsigned  tp  oblivion, 
iiad  the  form?  pf  ^ecis^on  suite4  ^^  ^  hprde 
of  sav^es,  wCTe  substituted  in  its  rppin.  But, 
between  the  peripd  pf  its  extinction  and  acci- 
deijital  reviv^,  many  chs^ngies  h^d  occurred  in 
society,  ^pd  large  strides  had  been  talfen 
towar4  ciyili?2itipn  anid  refiiitement.  Th?  Rp- 
majj  law  therefore  was  received  as  an  ines^ 
timable  treasure,  ,and  its  principles  stu4ied 
with  unexampled  avidity. 
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^xvnt       ^^  canon  law  was  a  system  of  a  differ- 
'  ent  sort,  but  is  perhaps  to  be  regarded  as  a 
more  memorable  monument  of  the  energies 
and  daring  of  the  human  character.     Almost 
all  its  provisions,  tended  to  one  point,  the 
forwarding  and  securing  the  mighty  ascend- 
ancy which  the  church  acquired  over  all  ranks 
of  men  in  this  early  period  of  modem  history. 
Chaucer  was  born  only  about  a  century  and 
a  half  after  the  martyrdom  of  Thomas  of 
Becket  and  the  memorable  spectacle  of  the 
penance  of  Henry  II.     The  expeditions  for 
the  conquest  of  the  Holy  Land  had  not  long 
been  terminated  ;  the  rumour  and  murmur- 
ing sounds  they  left  behind  were  yet  audible ; 
and,  even  after  the  death  of  Chaucer,  mo- 
narchs  still  talked,  in  a  grave  tone  and  with 
a  serious  countenance,  of  taking  the  cross, 
and  marching  for  Palestine.     The  power  of 
the  church  was  to  a  considerable  degree  ruin- 
ed ;  but  its  symbols  and  monuments  covered 
the  land  ;  and  abundance  of  motives  existed, 
to  induce  a  philosophical  mind  to  stud^  the 
code,  whieh  at  once  inforced  and  recorded 
its  pretensions. 
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The  feudal  law  was  a  system  not  ittferior  ^J^f.f> 


in  nice  correspondence  of  a  v^ety  of  com* ' 
plicated  parts,  and  the  harmony  of  a  whole,  ^^• 
to  any  invention  of  man  in  society.  It  is 
now  the  main  key  for  explaining  the  diflferenrt 
codes  of  civil  policy  prevailing  in  almost 
every^  country  of  Europe ;  and  it  was  still 
more  interesting  in  the  time  of  .Chaucer,  as 
few  of  its  provisions  were  as  yet  completely 
abrogated.  It  is  principally  to  the  feudd 
system  that  we  owe  the  distingiushing  fea- 
tures of  modem,  as  contrasted  with  ancient 
-Jflurope,^  that  we  belong  more  to  our  families 
and  less  to  the  state,  that  we  are  more  t)f 
men  and  less  of  machines.  The  great  chain 
of  subordination  in  the  feudal  law,  has  ge- 
nerated among  and  entailed  upon  us  a  con- 
tinual respect  to  the  combinations  and  affec- 
tions which  bind  man  to  man,  and  neighbour 
to  neighbour.  We  are  no.  longer  brofceti 
down  to  one  level,  and  into  one. mass,  under 
the  unsympathising  and  insensiblier  govern^ 
ment  of  institutions  and  edicts;  but  Hy^  in 
•unforced  intercourse  one  1  with  another,  and 
consult  much  oftener  the  4ictates  of  fccliujf 
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tnkp.  vid  promptm^s  loi  dispcsitioii,  than  the  iil* 
massaBam  vtsxttiotis  of  l^sktCXTS.  Th^  coQseque&cc  c£ 
riiis  it^  that  we  remark  aftd  treamtre  a.  thou* 
siand  little  $eiitim<alt6  and  em<moo$^  which  the 
wideltite  deemed  below  or  foreigh  to  thclt  con* 
sideiiatioti^  and  our  characters,  cherished  hj 
tJte  watmth  of  a  less  artificial  mode  of  so» 
oetji  unfold  a  yariety  6f  minuter  lineaments 
*hd  features,  which  under  other  circumstanced 
In  mfen  have  been  blighted  and  destroyed. 
The  feudal  systeA  wlis  die  nurse  of  chivalry^ 
and  the  parent  of  romance ;  and  out  of  thtsse 
h4ve  sj)rung  the  principle  of  modern  honoiu: 
in  the  best  sense  of  that  term^  the  genero^ 
sity  of  disinterested  adventure,  and  the  mcxre 
persevering  ahd  successful  cultivation  of  the 
private  affections. 
4.  BBgJi»h  The  three  modes  of  kw  which  have  just 
«io^  beeA  isnentioned,  were  already,  in  the  four* 
tecnth  century,  in  some  measure  a  tale  of 
other  times,  and  led  the  student  back  to  the 
*  page  of  lu$tory,  and  the  manners  of  preced- 
ing generations.  There  was  a  fom'th  mode 
which  was  yet  in  its  infancy,  that  had  all  the 
graces  of  novehy,  and.  adlured  the  enquirer 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


tm  O?  CHAOCER.  S3 

hy  the  attractiofes^  of  a  ^rophfctic  cwrio^ity*  ^^^^ 
This  was  in  tKe  time  of  Chaucfet  the  system '-'  ■"'"■''^ 
of  several  of  the  most  favoured  countries  x>f 
Europe ;  but  has  now  become  by  v?ay  <^ 
distinction  the  English  constitution.  It  ori- 
ginated in  the  growth  of  commerce  and  <^ 
cities,  which  gave  to  the  plebeian  engaged  ia 
merchandise  an  importance  that  could  no 
longer  be  neglected  in  a  public  and  liberal 
system  of  government.  Contemporary,  or 
nearly  so,  with  the  rise  of  the  burgesses,  <^ 
inhabitants  of  towns,  was  that  of  the  yeo- 
manry, better  understood  in  Chaucer's  time 
by  the  appellation  of  franklins,  or  little  free- 
men*  From  these  two  classes, '  the  burgesses 
in  the  towns,  and  the  rural  freemen^  or  small 
holders  of  land,  was  composed  the  third 
estate,  comprising  in  every  civilised  country, 
the  most  valuable  and  numerous  branch  <^ 
the  conummity.  Whatever  may  be  decided 
respecting  the  abstract  value  of  such  a  con- 
Btittttion,  consisting  of  clergy,  temporal  lor^ 
and  commoners,  it  was  a  mighty  acquisi^on 
to  tlae  caiuse  of  human  niature  at  the  period 
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CHAP,  wlieh it *was  introduced,  and  must  have  beeft 
regarded   with  all  the  fondness  of  affection 


xvni. 


and  hope  by  a  liberal  mind  in  the  fourteenth 
century. 

The  English  constitution  in  its  most  es- 
sential features  was  the  produce  of  the  thir- 
teenth century,  and  went  on  in  a  continusd 
train  of  improvement  during  the  whole  re- 
maining dynasty  of  thie  Plantagetiets.  The 
progress  of  political  institution!,  as  well  as  of 
literature,  was  fatally  interrupted  by  the  wars 
of  York  and  Lancaster ;  and  a  system  of  de- 
spotism, though  of  a  less  malignant  aspect 
than  that  introducied  in  France  and  other 
<:ountries,  was  established  by  the  usurping 
Tudor,  and  perpetuated  through  the  whole 
of  the  sixteenth  century. 

lariy  writ-       The  books  in  which  Chaucer  may  be  sup- 
ers on     .  "^  * 

ingiish  poded  to  have  studied  the  laws  of  his  country 
are  various,  and  have  most  of  tHem  descended 
to  pur  own  time*  The  laws  of  our  early  kings, 
as  WtHiam  the  Conqueror  and  Henry  I,  have 
been  digested  into  a  sort  of  system,  having 
annexed  to  them  the  names  of  the  princes 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


UTE  OF  CHAUCER.  59 

16  ^X>^  reignsi  they  belong-*.   A  similar  cd^  ^xvuf' 
lection  was  made  in  the  reign  of  Henrjr  11,===* 
wMch  bears  the  name  of  Ranulph  de  Glan- 
ville,  chief-justiciary  in  the  latter  part  of  that 
rdgn,  and  is  regarded  as  the  first  performance 
which  has  in  any  degree  the  air  of  a  general 
treatise  on  jurisprudence,  written   after  the 
dissolution  of  the  Roman  empire.    The  char- 
ters of  our  kings,  limiting  the  prerogative, 
and  de6ning  the  feudd  and  othet  rights  of 
the  subject,  from  Henry  I.  to  the  memorable 
€pQch  of  Magna  Charta,  were  also  familiar 
to  the  recollection,  and  dear  to  the  hearts,  of 
the  ancient  English-     At  length  an  able,  co- 
pious, and  comparatively  elegant  writer  on 
English   law,   rose   toward  the  end  of  the 
reign  of  Henry  III,  in  the  person  of  Henry 
de  Bracton,  whose  work  was  received  as  the 
most  authentic  system  and  compendium  on 
the  subject,  down  to  the  time  of  chief  justice 
Coke  in  the  reign  of  James  I.     Several  other 


'  They  are  published  inWilkins's  collection  of  J>g€S  Sbj:- 
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CHAP.  trfftti$*$  fom^ed  a  valu4ble  mppl^iftesrt  <♦  ikM 
xvus.  . 

nil   '  ■  I.  Qf  JBrflu^ton  ;  particularly  Fh$tft»  a  gwt  ^  %ft 

pendix  to  this  author  j  and  Bfitt^n  {pfft^p^ 
merely  a  diversity  in  writing  the  nan^  h£ 
thi«  vwerable  lawyer),  ai»  ftbridgmoiW  flf 
Bracton's  treatise,  drawn  up  in  the  Rrench 
language :  both  these  werlw  wer*^;  the. oflipring 
pf  the  pf riod  of  Edw^d  h  THo  Mirmr  dn 
justices  has  been  ascribed  by  »t>5i*  of  our  m^ 
dquaries  to  th^  timp  of  the  Sax^n^  %  l)ut,  at 
least  in  the  form  iiji  which  we  pojwea^  it,  has 
internal  inark$  of  a  much  latw  d^te^^nd  pra- 
haWy  beloBgs  to  the  reign  of  Edward  II :.  it 
hears  ti^e  name  ftf  Andrew  Horne*  ^  TKeae 
4iff5prca:>t  works  lyere  sufficient  to  give  to  thie 
Indent  an  id^a  of  the  institutions  of  his 
country ;  and  tx^  familiarise  to  his  conceptions 
th^t  reguJarity  of  proceeding,  ai>d  tho^e  max- 
ims of  j«riqprudence,  whiohi  in  (every  i^te, 
aj^e  nec(B6!sary,  to  give  cocfl4«»C^  \9  tbi?  sirf>- 
ject,  and  to  maintain,  in  ji^  \hui?i$n  »ind 
a  certain  sentiment  of  independence  and 
dignity. 
Model  oT  A  feature  essential  to  the  history  of  law,  as 
pleading.  .^  ^^  known  and  practised  in  these  times. 
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iftihepirth^Ior  mcsdeof  pbstdm  chap« 

begaft  00  bt  introduced.  We  laivc  QlvisAf  i 
hcid  oooasion  to  tatiwk  the  perBevering  and 
aMlduoiu  cultivation  of  the  art  of  logic,  in 
ks  Mfluence  upoa  the  braticbes  of  education 
tultivated  ki  our  umTer^es*  Tlie  perfectert 
of  tht  ^t  of  k^c  were  the  schoolmen.  The 
object  to  Michich  thef  pdndpallT' appUed  it^ 
v^^  ctieolog3r ;  and  undoubtedly,  hoiwver 
^^t  may  be  the  mischief  in  other  respects 
\/^kh  bave*atfeea4  from  this  cause,  *a  dog- 
matical teligioti  lias  a  strong  tendency  to 
defecate  the  gtossnesses  and  subtilise  the 
piowets  of  liuinati  intelihect.  A  i»milar  niode 
isf  reasoning  ^obn  transfused  itself  into  our 
toutts  of  law  J  and  it  seems  in  a  higher  de^ 
gt^  to  hav^e  preserved  its  original  character 
ko  the  present  times,  in  the  bar,  than  in  the 
4ghtir^h.  ^Nothing  can  be  awre  forcibly  con* 
Gast^,  than  the  mode  of  pleading  among  the 
ttncients,  and  that  which  has  characterised  the 
processes  of  the  modems.  The  pleadings  of 
the  ancients  were  praxises  of  ihe  art  of  ora- 
torical persuasion ;  the  pleadings  of  the  m<y- 
dernarsometimes,  though  rarely,  deviate  iato 
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^xviir  ^^^^^9  ^^  prindpally  coM^Bt  in  dcxtrtms 
'-'  '  subtleties  npon  words^  or  a  nice  sdriw;  of  de- 
ductions^  the  whfllc  cantescture  of  which  ii 
endeavoured  to  be  woven  into  one  indisftdur 
kic  web.  Several  striking  examples  hjeive 
been  preserved  of  the  mode  of  pleading  in 
Ae  reign  of  Edward  II,  in  which  the  ^^tep- 
^btis  taken  for  the  defendant^  and  the  replk^^ 
supportibg  the  mode  of  proceeding,  oa  Jfee-^ 
half  of  the  fdaintiff,  in  no  resp^  fall  ^hfif^ 
of  the  most  admired  shifts,  quirks  arid'  sub* 
tleties  of  the  g^eat  lawyers  of  later  times  \ 
v«»iityof  I    Passing  from  the  laws  themselves,  and  the 

the  admi-  /•  <  •  /• 

ftistratiuo  arguments  of  the  plea4ers,  our  picture  pf, the 
administratipn  of  justice  in  these  early  times 
cannot  be  complete,  without  also  adverting  to 
the  characters  of  the  judges,  and  the  temper 
of  their  decisions.  The  king  was  regarded 
by  our  ancient  constitution  as  the  fountain 
of  justice  ;  he  frequently  sat  as  president  ia 
his  courts;   and,  when  he  was  absent,  the 


'    *  Year-Books  of  £dv«.  11,  apud  Reeves,  History  of  EogH* 
Jjwr,  Chap.  3CIL 
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jwlges  wete  considered  as .  his  deklgates,  re^  c  n  a  r. 
presentiiig  his  person.  When  the  fountain  of — \ s 


justice  therefore  was  tainted,  we  may  easily 
conceive  that  the  inferior  streams  were  im-» 
pure.  From  our  ancient  records  it  appears, 
thjtf  every  thing  under  our  early  Norman  so- 
vereigns was  venal,  and  that,  as  in  the  pre* 
sent  courts  of  the  East,  no  one  presumed  to 
approach  them  with  any  suit,  unless  at  th^ 
same  time  he  accompanied  his  demand  with 
a  present.  These  presents  are  openly  en- 
tered upon  the  rolls  of  the  royal  revenue, 
accompanied  with  a  statement  of  the  pur- 
poses for  which  they  were  given,  and  be- 
traying no  indication  that  the  slightest  im- 
propriety was  apprehended  to  belong  to  such 
transactions  ^  Unless  the  present  giv«i  were 
enormous,  it  is  extremely  probable  that  this 
was  considered  as  no  deviation  from  the  re- 
gular administration  of  justice.  ^ 
It  seems  not  to  have  been  before  the  com-  Attempti 

/•     1  1  •  1  for  it!  rc« 

mencement  of  the  thirteenth  century,  that    f?"^ 


»  Madox,  History  of  the  Exchequer;  Chap.  XI,  XII,  XIII. 
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cHAi^  A^  cDbsiderahle  atteiiipt  was  m^  to  gfar^ 
taaiu-jlL  to  the  proceedings  of  our  courts  a.  grairer  ztkd 
more  dignified  character.  We  have  ahpsady 
had  occasicm  to  advert  to  a  memorable  m-» 
stactce  of  the  imperfect  administration  of  jua^ 
"  tice  tmder  Henry  III  ^ :  some  progreaa  kom'-* 
ever  was  made  in  the  attempt  to  puiify  and 
exalt  Its  measures  in  that  reign*  Edward  I^ 
It  prince -of  stern  and  rigorous  temper,  s^Bd 
who  appears  to  have  applied  his  mind  with 
considerable  ardopr  to  the  subject  of  legis» 
lation,  made  a  strict  inquest  into  the  conduct 
cfhia^  judges,  the  result  of  which  w^  that 
all,  except  two,  were  convicted  o£  malversa* 
tion  in  office,  and  fines  were  sec  upoa  theo^, 
to  the  ij^normous  amount  of  one  hundred 
thousand  marks  '^.  We  must  not.  hence  ccm-p* 
clwie  however  that  they  were  more  depraved 
than  their  fellow  members  in  society  j  it  ia 
probable  they  did  no  more  than  thdr  prede.<^ 
oessois  had  been  accustomed  to  do  witfe  im-» 


»  Chap.  VII,  p.  122. 
T.  Wikesr  A.  D.  12S9,  apud  V  Scriptow,  i  .€sIa» 
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pumty.  Nodung  more  fir^qocndy  occurs  in  c h^ap. 
tiiehisloc7Qf  mankiiid  than  a  reform^com-s 
mmced  by  the  punishment  ci  indhidbals  who 
only  contmued  to  do  what  Icmg  custom  had . 
audionsed,  and  who,  considued  as  to  dbpoti- 
lion  only,^  were  almost  exempt  from  blame. 
The  pumshmeat  of  one  <^  dbe  judges  of 
Edward  L  is  nid  to  hare  been  for  the  oSmce 
of  altering  a  records  by  means  of  which  the 
fine  imposed  upon  a  poor  man  was  changed 
firom  ^lirteen  diiUii^  and  four^pence  to  tho 
half  of  that  sum.  It  b  remarkable  that  the 
law-treadse  entitled  Flcta,  pubhshed  at  this 
time.  Is  80  called,  as  we  are  inf(»rmed  by  ita 
anthcn-yOn  account  of  its  having  been  com-* 
posed  by  inrn  under  confinement  in  the  Pri- 
son of  die  Fleet :  he  was  therefore  probably 
omst  of  these  unCortimate  victims  to  the  im- 
proved manners  and  correcter  sentiments  of 
the  tim»  m  whidi  he  lii^d.  The  man  who, 
while  sufiering  under  a  chaxge  of  disgrace 
and  dishonour,  aj^lies  his  compulsory  lei« 
sure  to  studies  die  purpose  of  which  is  public 
improvement  and  happiness,  is  certainly  not 
altogedier  a  bad  member  of  society. 

VOL.  II.  F 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


^  LIFE  OF  CHMf  CER« 

^xvit^*      While  wfc  are  trcating^  c»  thia  suhj«it  of 
^»=5=a=  the  lyputatioG  of  the  rack^s.^  may  be  pro^ 

Instance?  '  .  ,  *    ,    ^ 

ofthcde.  per  to  reeollect  the  case  of  TresiUari^  chief 

gradation  ' 

*dLtai^"'  i^^^  ^  ^^  c<^rt  of  Kii^s  Bench,  and 
character.  Bjember,  a  puisne  judge,  who  were  exiecitted 
at  Tybu«n  in  the  year  I38fr.  ^  Their  oience 
was  the  opinion  they  had'giten  upon  cer^n 
qu^ony  proposed  to  them,  by  Riohaid  II  ^ 
and  k  may  be  doubted  whether,  at  least  upon 
4iost  of  theae  questions,  they  couJd  without 
a  violation  of  integrity  have  decided  other- 
wi3e  thanras  they  did.  They  .fell  a  sacrifice  to 
the  triutiaph  of  an  adverse  party  in  that  tur- 
bulent i?eign.  .Yet,  such  is  the  nature  of  po- 
pulai:  in^uressions^  that  the  ignoble  catastrophe 
they  suistained^  has  tarnished  their  memory 
tp  ^m  subeequent  ages,  and  been  the  cause 
that  ^heir  names  have  been  loaded  with  op- 
proln:ium.  and  the  imputation  of  a  variety « 
of  crinies.  When  men  whose  hearts  should 
b$  pure,  ^nd  their  office  respected,  are  thus 
treated  with  open  contumely,  it  is  impossible, 
that  the  profession  to  -which  they  belong 
rfipuld  not  be  brought  into  a  certain  degree 
of  discredit j  and  that  the  libewl  feelings  with 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


LBRE  OF  C!HAUCER.  67 

•wWchrit  ought. to  be  exercised  should  not  "^ap* 
be  son^what  withered  in  the  hearts  of  its  ad-  ^ 
herehts*  Such  incidents  indeed  may  be  con* 
sidef^  in  a  double  point  of  view  j  they  in- 
fluence the  opinions  of  survivcnrs  as  to  the 
digx^ty-.of  an  office  the  holders  of  which  are 
brought  to  such  ignoble  punishment,  and 
they  demonstrate,  the  comparatively  cheap 
estimate  in  which  such  persons  must  haVe 
been  held  by  their  contemporaries,  when  a 
punishment  of  this  sort  was  not  deemed 
wholly  utisuiting  -  ahdi  inapplicable.  The 
lord-treasurer,  lord*-chancellor  and  archbishop 
of  Canterbury. were  put  to  death  in  a  like  ig- 
nominious manner,  -by  the  pc^ulace^  seven 
years  before. 

Infuither:  illustration  of  thistpoint  it  may 
be  vvroith  while  to  remark,  that  the  salary  of 
the  puisne  judges  of  the  king's  bench,  from 
12C9  .  to  L440,  with  some  variations,  was 
fbcty  marks#  and  that,  of  the  chief  justice  forty 
pounds,  per  annunC.  1  Forty  pounds  during 


*  Dvgdale,  Onginaks  Juridiciales,  cap,  40. 
F  2 
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CHAP,  this  period  were  ^uivaknt  to  one  hundred 

zMd  twenty  pounds  cf  the  prttetit  time^  in 

weight  of  stlyety  and  are  computed  to  hanre 
been  equal  ia  efficacy  to  six  hondnd  pounda 
of  our  money  p-  After  the  year  1440,  the 
salaries  of  the  judges  expenensed  a  siQall 
augmentation* 
s  atute  of    ^    While  spealdog  of  the  law  as  it  stood  in 

treasons^  *  -o 

23Edi»*  {jjg  (jojg  ^  Chancier,  it  would  be  unpardon-^ 
able  not  to  notic«  the  memorable  statute 
passed  in  the  year  135J,  defining  the  nature 
of  treason^  This  has  been  regarded  by  all 
competent  judges  a&  one  of  the  main  piUara 
of  English  liberty.  Treason  being  a  crime 
for  the  detection  and  pupishment  of  whieh 
ifhe  whole  state^  and  the  governors  of  the 
state,  are  armed  agsdnst  the  individiud,  the 
least  ambiguity  or  uncertainty  as  to  the  na-* 
ture  of  this  crime  is  so  fiu:  an  invasion  of  the 
personal  security  of  every  inhabitant  of  the 
country.  Law  and  reason  could  be  in  no 
me^  and  contemptible  condition  of  growth 


'  AnderBOn>  History  of  Commerce,  A*  D.  iSlS. 
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!fi  an  age  wMdi  gave  birth  to  sueh  a  statute ;  chap. 

ikOt  tab  we  With  jtisticd  refuse  our  trenai'i^kii    1 m 

to  i,  irace  of  meo^  who  had  the  eourage  oi 
heart  knd  the  clearness  of  judgment  to^  de- 
mand 60  strict  a  Ihnitatlon^  and  to  secure  it 
td  their  distant  jHistaity. 

Ghaucer  is  supposed  to  have  been  bred  to  chauerr 

.  consider* 

the  bar*  If  he  practised  in  the  profession)  ^^^^^ 
for  howfeveir  short  a  time^  he  must  have  con- 
tracted some  habits  tf  blinking  and  actings 
peculiariy  Appropriated  to  the  Man  of  Laws. 
If  he  neVer  entered  upoii  actual  practice,  yet 
liattng  had  the  profession  in  proiE^>ect^  and 
frequenting  the  courts  of  law  for  Ae  pur- 
pose df  observing  and  commenting  upon 
those  modes  of  pi^oceeding  in  which  he  was 
ehdrdy  to  ^gage,  he  must  have  experienced 
some  of  the  same  eftects. 

It  majr  be  amusing  to  the  fancy  of  a  readet 
of  "Chaucer^s  works,  to  represent  to  hirtiself 
the  young  poet,  Accoutred  in  the  robes  of  a 
liwyer,  examimng  a  witneisd,  fixing  upon 
him  the  keenness  of  his  eye,  addressing  him- 
self with  anxiety  aftd  expectation  to  a  jury> 
*>r*jtetci6ing  the  subtlety  of  his  wit  and  judg- 
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CHAP,  mcnt  in  the  dwdopement  of  (me  o£  tkot^ 
c— .-nTT-TT  quiiks  b^  whi(^  a  dli^t  was  to  be  rescued 
from  the  rigour  of  strict  and  unfavouriog  jus- 
tice. Periiaps  Chaucef)  in  the  course  of  .hi? 
legal  life,  saved  a  thief  fr<H&)  the  gallows^  an4 
gave  him  a  new  chance  of  becoming  a  decent 
and  usefiil  member  of  society:,  perlu^  by 
his  penetration  he  discerned  and  demonstrated 
that  innocence,  which  to  a  less  able  {deader 
wouU  neya:  have  teen  evident,  anjd  which 
$  less  ablfs  ideadier  would  never  l«ive  suc- 
ceeded in  restpring  triuippluipt  tp  its  place  in 
tb«  community  and  its  fair  fame,  Pei^^s 
Chaucor  i^eisuled  befprg  Tiresilian  or  ftrember, 
and  livoi  tp  know  that  those  men,  whpse  fiat 
had  silenced  his  ai^met^t,  or  tp  whpse  i|ir 
feriprity  of  imderstanding^  it  may  b^,  he  was 
obliged  to  vail  his  hpnpured  bea^l,  w^e  led 
to  the  basest  species  of  execution,  amfdst  the 
jshouts  of  a  l^^tish  ^nd  ignprant  multitudb. 

QuittAe  ^     We  have  a  right  however  to  conclude, 

r       frpi^  his  having  early  quitted  the  profession^ 

that  hp  did  not  love  it.  The  objections  which 

might  ptiesjent  themselv^es  to  his  mind,  are  scr 

rious  imd  wcighfy.     It  has  an  unlidppy  efejct 
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upon  the  human  umlerstandin^  aod  t6mp^;>  c^^  a  p. 
fer  a  man.  to  be  compelled  in  his  gravest  in^  i 
▼estigation  of  ,2m  argument,  to  consider,  joat 
what  is  true,  but  what  is  convenient.  The 
lawyer  never  yet  existed  who  .has  not  boMIy 
urged  an  objectiba  which  he  knew  to  be  fal« 
lacioufi,  M  endeavoured  to  pass  off  a  weak' 
reason  for  a  .strong  one.  Intellect  is  the 
gi^atest  and  most  sacred  of  all '  endowments ;: 
and  no  man  ever  trifled  with  it,  defending*  an 
action  to-day  which  he  had  arrayed  yes- 
terday, or  extenuating  an  offence  on  one  oc- 
edfflpn,  which,  soon  after,^  he  painted  in  the 
most  atrocious  colours,  with  absolute  im- 
punity. Above.all,  the  poet,  whose  judg^ 
menf  should  he  dear,  whose  feelings  should 
be  uniform  and  -  sound,  whose  sense  should 
be  alive  to  every  impre^ibn  and  .hardened  to 
none,  who  is  the  l^slator  of  generations  and 
the  moral  instructor  of  the  world,  ought  never 
to  have :  been^  a  practising,  lawyer,  or  ought 
ppeedily  to  have  quitted  so  dai^gerous  an  en« 
gagement 

It  is  not  to  be  supposed  that,  during  the 
period' of  Chaucer's  life  which,  we  are  here 
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CHAP,  ccmsideriflig,  firom  i  S5o  to  1 358^  he  produced 

■rn-  no  lifienuy  compMidone.    The  actmt}r  of  hia 

gemuSy  and  the  variety  of  his  writings^  raider 
this  extremely  improbable. 

'^dASate  Among  the  wotks  written  by  him  in  this 
interval  may  be  placed  his  version  of  the  stO(ry 
of  Palamon  and  Ardte.  To  this  supposition 
we  are  led  by  the  me^on  of  this  work  in 
the  enumeration  of  the  author's  productions 
in  tibe  Pcologue  to  the  Li^gend  of  Good  Wo* 
men  %  a  poem  compost  by  him  in  the  latter 
part  of  his  life,  but  previously  to  the  Canter* 
bury  Tales.  He  adds  that^  though  it  is  true 
he  had  written  si»:h  a  porfomumce^  yet  ^^  the 
story  is  knowen  'lite.*'  It  was  therefore 
publit^ed  long  enough  before  tiie  heget^^ 
.  for  the  author  tp  be  sensible  df  the  disregard 
and  oblivion  into  which  it  had  fallen* 

Abridgeaia     The  story  of  PahuQon  and  Araite  fernis  at 

the  C»n»  #       . 

teibury^  pTe^eut  thc  $rst  dlvisloa  of  the  Canterbury 
TaleS)  ^n4er  t^  appeHatioii  of  the  Ki^tet 
Tale*    It  may  be  ^er^fore  thitt  this  piec»  in 


*Vcr.42U  'Wtfe. 
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dw  fo?Ai  in  which  it  has  come  do#ii  tb  lis,  ^^yf^^' 


AS  it  stands  firat  in  the  series,  wai  ^tteh  = 
previously  to  the  rest  of  the  colleetidn,  and 
published  separately  j  being  afterward  iticor-i 
porated  into  tibe  great  and  concluding  work 
of  the  author's  life.  ^  It  seems  however  more 
probable  that  what  we  possess  is  only  an 
abrid^ent  of  what  vrm  obce  a  more  ample 
and  extenckd  worit* 

This  story,  as  well  as  that  of  Troilus  and  subject  the 
Grcseide,  is  among  the  poetical  works  of  tl^e    that  of 
eelebraJted  Bo€ca:ccio;  and  is  distinguished  by    ^*°^*'^*^* 
the  title  of  La  T^seide.     Bocckccio's  poem  of 
thfe  name  is  considerably  longer  than   his 
HlostraCo,  being  divided  into  twelve  books^ 
and  consitting  of  more   than  ten  thousand 
lines.     The  Knightes  Tale,  which  is  all  that 
we  have  of  Chaucer  on  the  subject,  is  ex- 
tctndai  to  little  above  two  thoujjand. 

A  question  arises  here,  as  in  the  Troilus, 
i»iid:ber  Chaucer  drew  has  materials  from 
the  poem  of  Boccaccio.    Mt.  Tyrwhit*  and 


KitiodiicMy  Diicoiura^,  $L  Q.  Essafjr^  note  &JL 
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c  H  A.P.  Mf.  Wtrton  *  have  expressed  themseives  oo 
:the  pCAnt  wi^out  the  smallest  doubt.  We 
have  howcvet  no  sufficient  ground  for  any 
cert^nty  of  inference.  In  the  abridgment  we 
possess^  Chaucer  does  not  name  his  author, 
as  in  h^  more  copious  production  of  Troilus. 
On  the  other  hand  Boccaccio  affirms  that  his 
poem  w;^  taken  from  a  Latin  cuig^nal^;  so 
that  many  of  the  arguments  which  presented 
thiemselves:  in  the  preceding  instance .  will 
apply  in  this,  though  with  diminished  force. 
The  Teseide  of  Boccaccio  is  of  an  older  date 
than  the  Filostrato,  while  Chaucer's  version 
of  the  story  of  the  former  was^  in  all  pro* 
bability  made  subsequently  tP  his  version  of 
the  latter  ;  thus  allowing  a  greater  length  of 
tinle  .for  Boccaccio's  reputation  to  propagate 
itself.  Add  to  which,  we  have  no  reason  to 
believe  that  the  Palamon  and  Arcite,  like  the  ^ 
TrdUua,  .was  ever  longer  in  the  English  v:er- 
tSion^  than,  the  original  from  which  it  has 
been  supposed  to  be  taken. 


<  VoL  L  Sect.  xiL       "".  taTcieifk^Lrttent  alU  Fiammetta. 
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*    TTie  Ealamon  2^d  Arcite  is  a  ficdcm  mucli  chap. 

XVIII. 

mcMreto  the  taste  of  the  pr^cnt  age,  perhaps  ====a 
of  every  age  from  the  revival  of  learning    cidcnt 

aiKl  vd- 

underLeoX,  than  the  Troilus.  Dryden  has  "«fy- 
pronounced  of  it"*,  ithat  it  ^*  is  of  the  Epique 
kind>  and  perhaps  not  much  inferior  to  the 
Ilias  or  the  iEneis ;  the  story  is  more  pleasing 
*hau  either  of  them,  the  manners  as  perfect, 
the  dirtion  aa  poetical,  the  learning  as  deep 
Auid various,  and  the  dispositicm  fuU  as.art* 
fill ;  only  it  includes  a  greater  loigth  of  time^ 
as^  taking  up  seven  years  at  least.'* 

This  eulogium  must  be  acknowledged  to 
he  vrritten  in  a  spirit  of  ridiculous  and  im- 
pertinent exaggeration.  To  speak  temperately 
however,  the  §tory  of  Palamon  and  Arcite  is 
fuUof  novelty  and  surprise,  is  every  where 
aHye,  comprises  the  most  interesting  turns,  of 
fortune,  exhibits  the  most  powerful  pdrtr^  • 
of  chivalry  that  was  perhaps  ever  delin^ted^ 
aa.d  pp$$^ses  every  thing  in  splendour  abd  ia 
action  thut  can  most  conspicuojisly  p^at  out 


•Prd»9c  to  his  Fable?, 


Digitized  by  >^OOQlC 


W  ,  LIFE  OP  CHAtlCER. 

CHAP,  t^fc  Seines  of  the  narrative  td  the  eye  of  the 
bsssssrcaderr  In  all  these  respects  it  is  strikingly 
contrasted  with  the  naked  and  desolate  sim*^ 
plicity  of  the  Troilus,  at  the  same  time  that 
it  certainly  does  not  fall  thoft  in  delicacy  ci 
ftentiment^  the  principal  beauty  which  the 
Troiltis  has  to  boast 
itsuopro^       Yet  see  the  capriciousness  and  uncertainty 

sperous  •  ,  *  ' 

^^  pf  fame,  particularly  at  this  period,  when  the 
p&wet  of  ttufy  appreciating  a  poet^s  tnerit 
existed  in  8»  few  individuals !  While  d\e 
Troilus  came  down  from  age  to  age,  the 
theme  of  universal  admiration,  and,  as  a* 
jSrench  critic  has  expressed  himself  in  a  si<^ 
milar  case'^i  surrounded  with  a  triumphal  con- 
voy of  adulators  and  devotees,  the  Palamon 
and  Ar($te,  as  Chaucer  has  informed  us,  near 
forty  yfears  after  its  publication  was  "  knOwen 
iite.'*  The  poet,  in  sober  confidence  that  his 
wtirk,  in  ks  most  essential  particulars,  was 
wOrdiy  of  puyic  notice,  recast  it  in  the  front 
of  his  Canter|>ury  Tales,  and  reduced  it  fit>m 


Le  Grande  Preface^  apeskirig  ot  the  Roman  de  la  Rose, 
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al^out  ten  thousand  tiiies,  wluch  is  the  lepigth  c  h  a  f. 
of  Boccaccixy^s  poem,  to  little  more  than  two  i  ni 
thousand.  The  consequence  has  been,  that 
Chaucer's  original  work  b  lost,  and,  uuIkh 
noured,  consigqed  to  oblivion ;  nor  has  one 
distinction  been  paid  it  except  in  its  com- 
pressed state,  in  which  form  it  has  furnished 
materials  ta  the  play  of  The  Two  Noble  Kins* 
men  in  the  works  c^  Beaumont  and  Fletcher^ 
where  the  play  is,  though  without  probability, 
ssud  to  have  been  the  joint  composition  of 
Fletcher  and  Shakespear ;  and  in  which  form 
it  becaihe  the  original  of  the  first  and  longest 
l^iece  in  the  volume  entided  Dryden*s  Fables,  . 
which  is  pronounced  by  Warton  to  be  ^^  die 
most  animated  and  harmonious « piece  of  ver« 
sifkadbn  in  the  English  language  \'' 

Tlxe  improvements    which  Chaucer  has  ^f^ 
isaade  upon  Boccaccio,  or  upon  the  author   '^^^^ 
from  whom  Boccaccio  translated  his  Teseide, 
lutve   been  pointed  out  by  Mr.  Tyrwhit^ 


*  Vol  I.  Sect.  xii. 

^  Introductexy  Discourse,  §  9« 
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CHAP.  They  ar«  such  as  ^troagly  mask  t&e  lidmcfi 
perspicacity  and  pow^r  of  our .  pDet^sr.  min^# 
He.hae  beien  car^eful  to  contra^  the  charasetei^ 
of  his  two  principal  personages^  and  to  throw 
the,  weight  of  mtetest  and  partiality  in  the 
reader's  mipd  into  the  scale  of  tl^;succe^ul 
lover.  Palamon  and  Arcite,  two  nohle  kins- 
men, being  made  prisoners  of  war  by.The-^ 
§eus  king  of  Athens  at  the  siege  of  Thebes, 
are  by  their  rigorous  conquer6r,  shut  up-in  a 
high  tower,  whence  they  behold^  and  at  the 
Same  moment  conceive  a  hopeless  lov^  for, 
Emilia,  the  sister  of  their  conqueror*?  consorts 
Arcite  is  released  at  the  intercession  of  Pi- 
rithous,  and  ordered  on^pain  of  death  to.  quit 
the  victor's  territories ;  Palamon  remains  for 
years  a  prisoner,  but  sees  his  mistress  occa- 
sionally through  the  bars  of  his  chamber- win- 
dow. Arcite  however  returns  in  disguise, 
and  becomes  the  gardener  of  the  palace,  there- 
by gaining  an  opportunity  for  his  love  more 
gratifying  than  that  of  Palamoi^.  At  length, 
Palamon  having  broken  prison,  the  lovers 
casually  meet,  and  defy  each  other  to  mortal 
combat.     Their  rigid  conqueror,  passes  by 
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during  their  ea^gement,  discovers  who  they  c  nt  a  k 
are,  and  cooddniiis  them  tti  deat& ;  but  is  in  ta^Lj-^ 
the  sequel  induced  to  change  this  sentence 
into  an  appointment  for  a  more  solemn  en- 
counter. In  this  Arcite  is  victoriouSi  but  dies 
of  an  accidental  hurt ;  while  Palamon,  with 
the  consent  of  his  rivaU  becomes  the  husband 
of  her  for  the  possession  of  whom  they  con- 
tended. 

Such  is  the  common  outline  of  both  poems : 
but  in  Boccaccio  Arcite  is  the  first  to  obtain 
sight  of  Emilia  from  the  prison-window, 
While  in  Chaucer  the  precedence  in  this  re- 
spect falls  to  Palamon.  In  Boccaccio  the 
knights  are  for  some  time  enamoured  of  the 
same  object  without  jealousy  or  contention ; 
but  Chaucer  represents  them  as  immediately 
from  entire  friends  breaking  into  implacable 
animosity.  He  has  also,  as  has  been  already 
observed,  always  kept  their  characters  dis- 
tinct, which  Boccaccio  has  not  done  i  the 
Palamon  of  Chaucer  being  uniformly  the 
more  sedate  and  dignified  personage,  while 
Arcite  is  comparatively  furious,  headlong, 
and  incapable  of  reason. 
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c  H  AP^      Lydgate,  in  his  ei^oimcraticqi  of  ChaxnferV 
V"  ■■  '  ■■"  work$  says  that  he  tnnslated  Dinte. 

Chaucer  ' 

said  to 
have  trans- 
lated       .  He  wrote  also  ful  many  day  agooe 

Daunt  in  English,  him  self  so  doth  expresse  *. 

But  little  stress  is  to  be  laid  upon  this  autho- 
rity. No  mention  is  to  be  found  of  any  such 
production  of  Chaucer,  on  any  other  occa^ 
fiion,  or  by  any  other  author ;  and,  if  Chau- 
V  cer  had  actually  put  into  English  this  vou 
luminous  poet,  or  more  of  him  than  a  few 
slight  passages  (a  sketch  of  the  story  of  Ugo-^ 
Uno  of  Pisa  occurs  in  the  Monkps  Tale),  it  is 
very  improbable  that  so  large  a  work  of  so 
popular  an  author  as  Chancer,  should  be 
>diolly  lost  and  forgotten.  Lydgate  ex- 
presses himself  on  the  subject  in  such  a  man- 
ner as  greatly  to  subtract  from  his  authority* 
"  Ful  many  day  agpne"  is  a  phrase  of  some 
scepticism :  and,  when  he  adds  "  him  self  sp^ 
doth  expresse,"  he  clearly  insinuates  that  he 


'  Fall  of  Princes^  Frotogue,  ^amaM. 
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had  nifeither  seen  the  translation,  nor  knew  char 

xvm. 

any  one  who  had  ;  at  the  same  time  that  we  -^ — ^ 
know  that  Chaucer  does  not,  in  any  of  his 
works  which  have  come  down  to  us,  **  ex- 
pressed* any  such  thing. 

It  was  probably  about  this  period  of  Chau-  Tnmibtion 
c«r's  Itfe,  that  he  wrote  the  translation  con-  thiui,  * 
tained  in  his  works,' of  the  treatise  of  Boethius 
entitled  Consolatio  Pbiiosopbia.  This  book  was 
eminently  popular  in  the  middle  ages,  as  ex- 
hibiting in  some  degree  the  union  of  Christ- 
ian  faith  with  classical  refinement,  and  of^ 
Grecian  philosophy  with  that  spirit  of  alle- 
-gory  so  congenial  to  the  preferences  of  a  rude 
and  semi-barbarous  people.     It  would  be  ^ 
long  and  laborious  task  to  enumerate  the  va- 
rious translations  which  were  early  made  of 
this  work  of  the  Roman  senator  into  almost 
every  European  language.     Among  the  ex-        ^ 
amples  which  might  be  ^ven,  it  deserves  to 
be  remembered  that  this  task  fixed  the  choice 
and  employed  the  vigils  of  our  illustrious 
Alfred. 

The  translation  of  Chaucer  is  not  entitled  its  dtfeos. 
to  any  very  emphatical  panegyric.  The  work   . 

VOL.  II.  o 
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cH^Ap.  of  Boethius  is  composed  of  alternate  effu- 
^sions  in  prose  and  verse ;  and  his  poetry^  in 
point  of  ease^  elegance  and  energy,  often  has 
a  claim  upon  us  for  great  commendation.  But 
Chaucer,  whose  vocation  to  the  art  of  verse 
was  so  early  and  decisive,  has,  for  a  reason 
which  it  would  be  difficult  to  discover,  attired 
1(11  the  lofty  and  impressive  sallies  of  his  original 
in,  the  pl^n  and  ordinary  garb  of  prose. 

Nor  has  he  been  eminently  successftil  in 
preserving  the  sense  of  the  Roman.  Thus 
in  the  commencement  of  the  work  Boethius 
says, 

Ecce  mihi  la&erae  dictant  scribenda  Camena^! 

in  the  word  lacera  plainly  referring  to  the 
practice  of  the  ancients,  of  expressing  grief 
by  tearing  their  garments ;  and  representing 
his  celestial  visitants  as  thus  participating  in 
his  calamity.  This  Chaucer  translates,  **  For 
jo !  rending  Muses  of  Poetcs  cnditen  to  me 
thinges  to  be  writen/'  Further  in  the  same 
introduction, 

Protrahit  ingratas  impia  vita^^mr^^ 
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lb  retideted^  ^' myiie  tlnbitdut  11^  driweth  chap. 
dcMig  ungreable  dftvellyngesi^  Here,  i£  we^sssfssm 
should  affirm  that  Chduceif  hin^df  iihques^ 
donably  undetstood  the  last  word  of  the  Une^^ 
we  must  at  least  admit  that  his  version  Would 
i^ver  convey  the  true  sensi!  to  a  mdre  Eng* 
lish  reader,  and  that  the  word  ^  dwelfyhges^ 
mxet  be  interpreted  by  toeh  a  pgirsdn,  ixbt 
as  a  denomination  of  time,  which  is  its 
me&ntng  in  Boethius^  but  as  a  d^iominatioa 
of  place,  ^d  referring  to  the  prisoti  iq 
which  the  illustrious  senator  was  newly  im* 
mured*  It  would  be  idle  further  to  ii|ul$ipiy 
Instances.  Through  the  whc^e  performance 
Chaucer  seem^  to  have  aimed  too  rnuth  at 
a  literal  rendering  of  hU  author,  and  not  suf- 
ficiently to  have  enquired  what  ideas  the  £ti^ 
lish  phrases  he  used  would  convey  to  an  or- 
dinary reader^ 

Judging  from  ihterfial  evidence,  ive  should  labeautiM. 
undoubtedly  be  inclined  to  consider  this  pro- 
duction simply  as  the  exercise  of  a  young 
nun  for  his  improvement  in  the  att  of  com* 
position.  In  this  point  of  vicVr  Chaucer  was 
well  employed  upon  it  Ajl  author  who  had 
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CHAP,  conca^md  the  sublime  and  audacious  purpose 

XVIU.  ,  , 

io£  creating  a  language,  ot  (to  state  his  enter- 
prise in  the  lowest  terms)  of  bringing  a  laur 
guage  fiX)m  the  hovels  of  the  brutish  and  the 
endaved,  to  which  it  had  been  banished^  and 
of  teaching  it  to  erect  its  lofty  front  in  the 
dwellings  of  princes  and  the  halls  of  the  learn- 
ed, did  wisely  when  he  set  himself  diligently 
to  consider  how  a  Roman  senator,  the  or- 
nament of  a  mighty  empire,  would  have  ex- 
pressed his  thoughts  in  the  words  and  phrases 
©f  this  dishonoured  tongue.  Accordingly 
many  passages  of  Chaucer's  translation  ar« 
beautifully  idiomatic  and  harmonious  in  their 
con^xuction.  Take  for  example  the  com- 
mencement of  his  version  of  that  celebrated 
metre  %  ^ 

O  qui  perpetua  mundum  ratione  gubernas^  ^i 

**  O  thou  father,  soveraine  and  creatouf 
of  heven  and  of  erthes,  that  governest  this 
world  by  perdurable  reson,  that  commandest 

-  ,  -—  - 

■  ^  Lib*  m,  Metrum  U* 
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the  tymes  to  gone  sythe that  age  had  be^^-  chap. 
ning :  thou  that  'dM^Uest  thy  selfe  aye  sted- ' 
faste  and  stable,  and  yevest  all  other  things 
to  be  meved :  ne  forsdne  causes  ne  causedea 
the  never  to  compoune  werk  of  ^  flitering 
matere,  but  onely  the  forme  of  soinerain  gode 
yset  within  the  without  envy,  that  meved 
the  frely  ;  tiiou  that  art  *  aldcrfairest,  beringe 
the  fayre  world  in  thy  thought  formedest  this 
worlde  to  thy  [the]  likenesse  semblable  of 
diat  fayre  world  in  thy  thought." 

There  are  reasons  however  which  may  ^^^ 
indtlce  us  to  believe  that  Chaucer  regarded 
his  translation  of  Boethius  in  a  different  light 
than  as  an  exercise  to  be  performed  for  his 
private  improvement.  He,  as  well  as  Lyd- 
gate,  mentions  it  with  apparent  complacence 
in  the  general  enumeration  of  his  works*. 
Beside  which,  we  are  to  consider  that,  in 
the  first  attempts  to  form  and  refine  a  lan- 
guage, translation  was  not,  as  now,  regarded 


^  moving)  agitated,  unquiets 

^  most  fairest^  doMe  superlativem 

*  Legend  of  Xxood  Wqmen,  Ten  425. 


himielf 
upcmiti 
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c«  A.P.  as  the  pTdvinse  o£  inferior  talento ;  but  th4t 
I  cm  the  (pontraiy,  tb<e  hij^est  gemuses  and 
great  tnasters  of  intdlect  regarded  themsdye^ 
u  well  and  npblj  employed  in  the  ta^,  and 
bdieved  that  the  prop^  foundation  for  a  nu* 
perstructure  of  letters  in  any  langui|ge>  was  tq 
iiatuia)ise  iind  nu^kp  free  of  that  language,  the 
venerable  fathers  of  letters  in  i^^^iotp  ag^a 
and  distant  countriee. 
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CHAP.  XIX. 


CHAUCER  ENTERS  INTO  THE  SERVICE  OF  EDWARD 
ni.— MOTIVES  OF  HIS  PREFERMENT.  —  RESIDES 
NEAR  THE  PAI.ACE  AT  WOODSTOCK.— CHARAC- 
TER  OF  THE  ENGLISH  COURT  IN  THE  YEAR  iZS$. 
—BATTLE  OF  POITIERS. 


Hitherto  Chaucer  has  appeared  only 
as  a  private  individual^  and  the  anecdotes  of  s 
his  life  are  scanty.  We  are  left  to  reasoning 
znd  inference,  as  to  the  places  of  his  educa- 
tion, and  the  functions  to  which  he  was  die* 
stined.  We  are  now  to  see  him  in  a  dif- 
ferent light.  From  the  thirtieth  year  of  his 
age,  if  not  sooner,  to  his  death,  he  was  a 
courtier,  the  counsellor  of  princes,  employed 
in  various  negociatkms  and  embassies,  and 
involve  in  the  factions,  contentions  and  in« 
trigutt  of  his  time. 


1S5S. 
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c»hf.      Those  persons  seem  to  hare  considered, 

XIX 

'  s  the   question   very  superficially,   who  have 


1358. 


Causes  of  been  willing  to  seek  in  some  other  principle 
prom!' 'than  in  his  literature,  for  the  cause  of  the 
attention  which  Chaucer  experienced  in  the 
family  of  his  sovereign.  He  was  employed 
In  various  negociations*  In  like  manner. 
Prior  was  a  negociator,  and  Addison  was  a 
.minister ;  yet  they  were  indebted  for  their 
political  fortune  to  their  literary  paform-^ 
ances. 
Respect         But  the  times  of  Prior  and  Addison  will 

paid  to 

fi^ramre^  afford  a  very  faint   image  of  the  attention 
in  the  early  ^^.^  'v^rhich  literature  was  treated  in  the  courts 

ages  of 

Europe,    of  pnnces  at  the  period  we  are  considering. 
,In  later  ages  literature  has  been  so  diffused  as 
to  lose  its  r^eness ;  and  it  is  well  known 
-that  rareness   is  the  great  recommender  of 
every  object  among  the  wealthy  and  luxuri- 
cms*     A  munificent  prince  in  the  thirteenth 
and  fourteenth  centuries,    might   open  }m 
hmd,   and    become  the  patron    of  almost 
-every  scholar  and  man  of  genius  through- 
out his  dominions.     Now  talents  are  left  to 
thrive  as  they  can,  and  .be  the  builders  of 
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their  own  fortune.     This  is  in  the  order  of  c  h  a  p. 
nature  ;  and  there  Bxe  many  reasons  why  we  — ■— * 
4>ught  not  to  regret  it 

In  the  early  times  to  which  we  hav^  had  *ti^^' 
repeated  occasion  to  refer,  princes  often  con-   *"**^ 
sidered  the  superintendence  of  letters  as  one 
of  the  great  functions  of  their  office.     We 
have  seen  Henry  II.  dictating  to  Wace  and 
Benoit   the  subjects   of  their  compositions. 
Richard  I.   is  well  known  to  have  lived  in 
perpetual  intercourse  with  the  poets  of  his 
time.     Edward  I.  brought  oyer  to  England 
by   his    patronage   Raymond    LuUy*,    and 
Guido  dalla  Colonna  the  author  of  the  ori- 
gind  Troy  Bopk^     Alphonsus  X,  king  of 
Castille,  surnamed  the  Wise,  was  the  author 
of  several  important  astronomical  discoveries ; 
and  Robert  king  of  Naples  declared  that,  if 
he  must  part  with  his  studies  or  his  crown, 
he  ^ould  not  hesitate  in  withdrawing  himself 


'  Olaus  Borrichins^  Conspectus  Scriptoram  Cbemioonmi, 
cap.  24 ;  apud  Mangetus^  Bibliotheca  Chexniea* 

^  G.  J^  Vossius  De  Historicit  Latinis,  Lib.  II,  Cap.  Iv, 
Mongitore,  BibUgtheci^  Sicula,  $ut.  Guido  d«  Columpnis. 
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eft  A  P.  to  private  fife  *.  Even  Richard  II,  weak,  in. 
dolent  and  dissipated  as  lie  was,  aped  the 
spirit  of  the  times,  sent  for  Gower  to  his 
Wge,  and  enjoined  him  to  book  some  new 
thing.  These  are  only  a  few  of  many  ex- 
amples which  might  be  cited. 

isxampics       But  the  Spirit  of  patronage,  and  the  distinct 

ofPetrarca 

an^Boc.  tions  bestowed  upon  men  of  letters,  gradually 
increased,  and  never  rose  to  a  higher  pitch 
than  in  the  time  of  Chancer.  Every  page  of 
the  history  of  Petrarca  and  Boccaccio,  his 
contemporaries^  is  an  illustration  of  this  trutlu 
They  were  both  of  plebeian  birth,  and  Boc^ 
caccio  the  offspring  of  illicit  love,  a  circum- 
stance upon  which  it  was  the  mode  of  those 
times  to  lay  the  greatest  stress.  Yet,  owing 
to  their  literary  accomplishments  only,  they 
are  among  the  most  important  personages  in 
the  contemporary  history  of  the  Italian  states. 
"Petrarca  in  particular  was  during  life  courted 
|)y  cardinals  and  popes;  those  among  them 
who  did  not  love,  affected  to  honour  him ; 


•  De$ade«  Toin.I>  p.  446/ 
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he  cbfresponiled  with  princes  and  sovereign  chap. 
tt^s,  and  on  all  great  occasions  without: 


XIX. 


hesitation  wrote  them  his  advice ;  and  he  was    ^^^' 
offered  the  laurel  at  the  same  infant  from 
Paris  and  Rome^  the  two  greatest  cities  of  the 
western  worlds 

We  might  easily  conclude^  even  If  we  had  ^^^^^ 
not  materials  enough  of  direct  evidence  to    ^J^jn^ 
confirm  the  f^ct,  that  Edward  III^  who  wa^ 
smitten  with  a  deep  passion  for  every  thing 
which  was  constttied  by  bis  contemporaries 
as  glorious  and  honourable^  di4  not  fail  to 
catch  the  ton$  of  the  neighbouring  princes 
9U)d  states^  in  their  forwardness  tp  patronise 
men  of  literary  genius.     He  had  received  a 
learned  education,  and  numbers  two  of  the 
greatest  scholars  of  his  time  among  his  tutors. 
These  were  Richard  Bury  ^  and  Walter  Bur-  ^'*^^^ 
ley  *.     Richar4  Bury  was  an  assiduous  cot 


*  Godwin,  De  Praesulibui  Anglip :  Epitcopi  DundmeDSM^ 
jc^p,  xxii. 

^Whzftoa,  Appendiie  to  Cave,  Hist*  Lit.  art.  Burlaeui, 
Barnes,  ^ook  I,  Chap,  iii,  §.  5.  Plot,  Ifiitoiy  of  C^foi^? 
ffaire. 
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^xix.^'  l€<Jtor  of  books,  and  a  valued  friend  of  Per 

•  trarca ;  they  being  the  most  distinguished  aqjl 

active  persons  of  their  age,  in  recovering  an4 
restoring  the  almost  lost  ^orks  of  many  of 
the  Latin  classics^.  He  was  sucicessively 
keeper  of  the  privy  seal,  lord  treasurer,  lord 
chancellor  of  the  realm,  and  bishop  of  I>ur- 

w«ucr  ham;  and  died  in  the  year  1346^  Walter 
Burley  was  one  of  the  most  considerable 
schoolmen  of  the  age  ^ :  and  we  may  form 
some  conjecture  reacting  his  abilities,  as 
well  as  the  importance  attached  to  hisper«- 
son,  from  the  circumstance  of  his  three  ne- 
phews appearing  among  the  most  distia* 
guished  aqd  accomplished  courtiers  of  Ri-- 
chard  IL 

Popularity       Jf  wc  havc  sufiicient  reason  to  believe  that 

of  Chaucer 

prcvioufiy  Chaucer  was  in  some  degree  obscure  by  his 

to  the  year  ^  * 

J358.  birth  and  original  situation,  we  have  argu- 
ments not  less  strong  to  persuade  us  that  his 
fame  as  a  poet  was  already  established,  pre-» 


'  Wharton,  Barnes,  and  Plot,  ubi  supn^, 
'  Godwin,  ubi  supra. 
"PeSade,  Tom,  I,  p.  168, 
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tloudv  td  the  time  at  which  he  entered  the  chap. 

XIX. 

family  of  his  sovereign.     Gower  was  so  well  > 


known  as  a  poet,  that,  as  we  have  seen> 
Richard  IL  considered  it  as  a  stroke  of  pOr 
Ucy  to  affect  to  patronise  and  encourage  him. 
But  Gower  never  equalled,  in  the  sentiment 
of  his  contemporaries  or  succeeding  ages, 
the  eminence  of  Chauc^.  Chaucer  had  al- 
ready written  his  Troilus  and  Greseide ;  a 
poem  immeasurably  superior  to  any  thing 
then  existing  in  the  English  language,  which 
(in  an  age  that,  wherever  letters  were  loved, 
loved  them  so  ardently)  could  not,  and  we 
know  in  fact  did  not,  pass  without  rapturous 
admiration ;  in  fine,  a  poem,  according  to  the 
remark  of  Lydgate, 

Whiche  for  to  reden  lovers  them  del  ite, 
Thei  have  therin  so  grete  devocioun  *, 

a  remark  in  the  most  pointed  manner  ex- 
pressive of  its  great  and  general  popularity. 
Another  obvious  argument  may  be  added  court 

poems  of 
Chaucef. 


'  Fall  of  Priacet)  Prologue,  0tanaa  42, 
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to  iprove  that  it  w^.to  his  pojetical  talent  thiC 
'  Chwicer  ^wed  his  rise  at  court.  A  maii  nft-« 
turaliy  prosecutes  that  species  of  employment^ 
to  which  he  has  ahready  been  ind&bted  fot 
the  most  substantial  advantage.  Now  Chau^ 
cer  continued  thtough  life  to  cultivate  the  art 
of  poetry.  It  may  be  said  indeed  that  men 
have  sometime  received  ^om  nature  so 
strong  a  vocation  to  a  particular  pursuit,  that 
no  consideration  can  root  the  passion  for  it 
out  of  their  minds*  Was  this  the  case  with 
Chaucer  ?  Did  he  indulge  his  vein  secretly  I 
No :  he  wrote  upon  the  courtship  of  John  of 
Gaunt>  upon  the  marriage  of  tibat  nobleman^ 
Dpon  the  death  of  the  duchess  of  Lancaster^ 
subjects  which  show  that  he  did  not  design 
.  that  his  productions  should  be  concealed 
from  his  protectors,  but  which  on  the  con- 
trary may  convince  any  reasonable  enquirer, 
that  he  had  already  profited  by  his  poetical 
vein,  and  expected  still  further  to  gratify  his 
superiors  by  giving  scope  to  it.  . 

i^^  Chaucer  was  during  the  greater  part  of  hiaf 
near  the  ufe  dcvotcd  to  thc  scrvicc  of  Tohn  of  Gaunt  t 
'^r^  and,  from  this  circumst^ce,  many  persons 
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hate  been  inclined  to  take  the  merit  of  firtt  ^^ix!"* 


patronising  him  from  the  king,  and  give  It  ^ 
to  this  celebrated  prinde.  But,  before  we 
a^ent  to  this  supposition,  it  may  be  worth 
our  while  to  yield  a  lit^e  attention  to  a  com* 
parison  of  dates.  The  remotest  of  Chaucer^s 
compositions  written  in  the  service  of  the 
court,  the  date  of  which  can  be  traced,  seems 
to  have  been  the  firuit  of  the  early  part  of 
1358,  the  year  preceding  the  mkrriage  of 
John  of  Gaunt  with  the  heiress  of  Lancaster. 
Nor  does  tt  appear  to  be  the  production  of 
an  inexperienced  courtier,  but  rather  of  one 
who  had  been  for  some  time  familiarised  with 
the  scenes  of  royalty.  Now  John  of  Gaun^ 
was  born  in  the  year  1340,  and  was  there- 
fore at  the  period  of  this  composition  oiily 
dghteen  years  of  age«  What  probability  is 
there  that,  previously  to,  or  even  at  that 
period,  this  young  prince  possessed  the  dis^ 
cemment,  the  fortitude  and  the  dignity,  to 
have  formed  the  plan  of  raising  his  charactei; 
by  literary  patronage,  and  to  have  looked 
through  the  kingdom  with  such  accuracy  as 
to  have  discovered  the  man  in  it  most  entitled 


1S58. 
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CHAP,  to  hi«  encouragement  ?    Is  it  not  infinitely- 


XIX 


1358. 


;  more  likely  that  his  father,  a  prince  of  ao« 
knowledged  abilities  and  of  various  ambition, 
should  have  conceived  the  project  of  attach- 
ing to  a  favourite  son  a  man  of  eminent 
literary  endowments,  to  form  his  mind,  and 
a4om  his  establishment  ? 
Similar  fi-  Thcrc  is  a  further  circumstance  which 
^^*'-  Strongly  tends  to  confirm  this  supposition* 
The  two  great  contemporary  poets  of  thi» 
island  were  Chaucer  and  Gower :  and  they 
considerably  resembled  each  other  in  their 
fortunes;  for  while  Chaucer  was  during  life 
attached  to  the  person  and  interests  of  John 
©f  Gaunt  duke  of  Lancaster,  Gower  was  not 
less  intimately  and  permanently  connected 
with  Thomas  of  Woodstock  duke  of  Glou* 
cest^r,  the  fifth  and  youngest  son  of  Edward 
III\  This  is  a  coincidence  too  striking  to 
be  the  effect  of  accident  It  is  reasonable  to 
impute  the  two  events  to  one  cause.  And 
what  cause^  can  be  more  probable,  than  that 


J^  %Chap.XVIL 
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the  father  of  both  these  princes  employed  a  chaf, 
similar  measure  for  the  improvement  and  ad-s 
vantage  of  each  ?  Edmund  of  Langley  duke 
of  York,  the  fourth  son  of  Edward  III,  wis 
a  prince  of  little  capacity,  and  therefore  his 
father  might  not  think  of  applying  the  same 
measures  in  his  case. 

These  remarks  perhaps  constitute  a  suf-  Patent  of 
cient  answer  to  the  invidious  observations  of  consider. 
Mr.  Tyrwhit,  who  infers  from  Chaucer  hav- 
ing been  appointed  by  Edward  III,  Sixteen 
years  after,  to  the  situation  of  comptroller 
of  the  customs  on  wool  in  the  port  of  Lon- 
don, and  from  a  phrase  in  the  patent  of  his 
appointment^  requiring  Chaucer  to  *\  write 
the  accounts  of  his  oflSce  with  his  own  hand',*' 
that  the  king  "  was  either  totally  insensible  of 
our  author^s  poetical  talents,  or  at  least  had  no 
mind  to  encourage  him  in  the  cultivation  or 
exercise  of  them."    He  then  adds  something 


^  I  hare  examined  a  great  number  of  the  patent  grants  of 
this  office,  among  the  rolls  in  the  Tpwer»  both  of  a  prevtous 
and  subsequent  date  to  that  of  Chaucer^  and  find  this  or  AH 
equivalent  phrase  occurring  in  every  one  of  them* 
VOL.21.  H 
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CHAP,  of  "  the  petrifying  quality,  with  which  these 
h.,  custom-house  accounts  might  be  expected  to 

1S58 

operate  upon  Chaucer's  genius ;"  and  saga- 
ciously concludes,  "  It  should  seem  that  Ed- 
ward, though  adorned  with  many  royal  and 
heroic  virtues,  had  not  the  gift  of  discern- 
ing and  patronising  a  great  poet ;  a  gift, 
which,  like  that  of  genuine  poetry,  is  only 
bestowed  on  the  chosen  few  by  the  peculiar 
favour  of  heaven  ™." 

In  discussing  this  question  it  has  not  been 
sufficiently  considered  that,  however  copious 
the  ability  of  princes  for  rewarding  merit 
may  appear  to  the  ordinary  rate  of  specta- 
tors, it  is  seldom  so  felt  by  themselves.  The 
most  obvious  method  which  presents  itself,  is 
that  of  conferring  an  ofiice  ;  and  in  such  cases 
the  thought  rarely  occurs  of  suiting  the  office 
to  the  man,  but  the  man  is  expected  to  adapt 
himself  as  he  can,  to  the  office.  Add  to 
which,  that,  though  the  business  of  public 
offices  is  apt  enough  to  be  ill  done,  it  is  not 


*•  Preface,  Appendix  C,  note  c. 
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dofle  exactly  as  satirists  and  censurers  have  c  nx  p. 
frequently  represented  :   and   the  man  who  ■■ 

receives  the  emolumehts  of  a  place,  is  for  the 
greater  part  ei§:pected  to  j^ay  some  attention 
to  its  duties.  Among  many  illustrations 
which  might  be  given  of  these  particulars^ 
the  case  of  Prior  is  exactly  in  point.  Though 
we  are  certain  that  the  benefits  conferred 
upon  him  were  the  Result  of  his  poetical  ta- 
lent, yet  one  of  the  first  he  received  was  the 
being  made  a  commissioner  of  the  customs^ . 
and  he%  like  Chaucer  %  complained  of  the 
discouragement  and  drudgery  of  its  func* 
tions.  In  like  manner,  two  dramatic  poets  of 
our  own  day  (Richard  Cumberland  and  Ar- 
thiu*  Murphy)  have  be^n  rewarded,  one  by 
being  made  secretary  to  the  board  of  trade, 
and  the  other  a  commissioner  of  bankrupts. 

There  is  a  still  further  circumstance  which  ^^^^  ^ 
tends  more  decisively  to  exhibit  to  us  Ed-    J^" 
ward  III.  as  the  patron  and  personal  friend 


f  Swift's  Works,  Journal  to  Stella,  Mar.  13,  171?, 
•  Hou^  of  Paine,  Book  II,  ver,  144. 

H  a 
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CHAR  of  Chaucer.  Chaucer  3pent  the  greats  part 
of  his  life  at  Woodstock^  Who  placed  him 
there  ?  Who  was  it  that  inhabited  the  Palace 
of  Woodstock  ?  Edward  III.  John  of  Gaunt 
ittight  have  lived  at  Woodstock  Palace  dur^ 
ing  his  nonage;  but  we  do  not  find  that  he 
had  any  residence  which  belonged  to  him- 
tdfj  in  that  part  of  the  island.  We  see 
therefore  that  Edward  III,  or  hb  queen  (for 
it  is  reasonable  to  suppose  that  it  was  one 
of  them,  who  thus  fixed  for  Chaucer  the  place 
of  his.  abode),  was  not  content  to  he  merely 
tfee  patron  of  Chaucer,  but  resolved  to  have 
him  for  a  neighbour  and  a  guest. 
.  Chaucer  had  a  house  at  Woodstock  at  least 
as  early  as  in  the  year  1359.  This  may 
be  confidently  presumed  firom  the  description 
of  his  residence,  in  the  poem  entitled  his 
Dream„  written  on  occasion  of  the  marriage 
of  John  of  Gaunt  with  the  heiress  of  Lan-. 
caster,  which  was  celebrated  On  the  nine- 
teenth of  May  in  that  year.  The  dream 
which  is  the  subject  of  this  poem  passed^  ac- 
cording to  the  statement  of  Chaucer, 
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in  his  tbought6s^  as  he  lay 
Within  a  lodge  out  of  the  way, 
Beside  a  well  in  a  forest  ^^^^ 

ver.  17. 

This  description  sufficiently  answers  to  the 
geo^aphy  of  Woodstock  Park  ;  in  which  are 
ci:mtained  a  spring  of  water,  called  Rosa* 
mond's  Well  from  the  celebrated  Rosamond 
Clifibrd,  mistress  to  Henry  II ;  and  another 
(not  far  from  the  house  still  denominated  in 
the  deeds  and  legal  instruments  in  which  it  , 
is  described,  Chaucer's  House),  called  Queen's 
Pool  in  memory  of  Philippa  queen  to  Edward 
III.  Chaucer's  House  adjoins  to  what  is  now 
the  principal  entrance  of  Woodstock-  Park, 
and  therefore  aptly  corresponds  to  the  term 
"  lodge,"  which  has  been  usually  appropri- 
ated to  any  small  dwelling  appended  to  a 
more  spacious  one,  and  situate  on  the  verge 
of  a  park,  er  other  similar  inclosure. 

In  like  manner  in  the  Parliament  of  Birds, 
a  poem  written  ia  1358^  Chaucer  lays  the 
scene  in 

——a  parke  y  walled  with  grene  stone ; 

ver.  122. 
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CHAP,  words  which  occur  again  in  his  Complaint 
:  of  the  Black  Knight  ^^  and  which  have  ge* 
neralljr  been  explained  by  his  commentators 
as  referring  to  Woodstock  Park**,  the  first 
inclosiire  of  that  kind  made  ih  England. 

Hishabita-       Chaucer   has  further  gratified  us   in  the 

tion  dc-  .  ' 

scribed,  courise  of  this  poem  [the  Dream]  with  a  de-* 
fecription  of  the  chamber  in  which  he  slept, 
which  suggests  to  us  ideas  of  ieompetence  and 
ease,  suflSciently  confirmed  by  the  remaining 
vestiges  of  his  habitation ;  where  the  chief 
thing  discoverable  is  the  wall  inclosing  a  spa- 
cious apartment,  said  by  the  persons  now  re-* 
siding  in  the  vicinity  to  have  been  his  chapel* 
He  tells  us  that  he  slept 

in  a  chamber  pktnt 
Fill  of  stories  old  and* divers, 
Morp  than  I  can  ^  nbv  reherse. 

yer.  ISSQf     ^ 

4^nd  presently  after^ 


P  yier,  A&  '  U'ly'^  Chaucer,  Life,  si£»  b. 
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But  when  I  woke  all  was  'ysest ;  ^xix/** 

For  there  n'as  lady  ne  creture,  j 

Save  on  the  wals  old  portraiture 

Of  horsmen,  hauk6s,  and  of  houndes, 

And  of  hurt  dere  al  full  of  woundes, 

Some  like  bitten,  some  hurt  with  shot. 

ver.  2166. 

This  description  is  further 'amplified  in  the 
Book  of  the  Duchess^  written  ten  years  after, 
where  Chaucer  declare^  that 

hi3  chaml^er  was 
Ful  wel  depainted,  and  with  glas 
Were  al  the  windo^es  wel  yglased, 
Ful  clere,  and  not  ahqle  "ycrased. 
That  to  beholde  it  was  grete  joy ; 
For  wholly  al  the  storie  of  Troy 
Was  in  the  gla|siqg  y  wrought  thus  ; 
Of  Hector  and  kinge  Priamus, 
Achilles  and  kinge  Lamedon, 
And  eke  Medea  and  Jason, 
Of  Paris,  Heleine  and  Lavine : 
And  al  the  walles  with  colours  fine 


'  ceased,  vanished.  *  broken. 
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CHAP.      Were  painted,  both  the  texte  and  ^  gl6sf , 
^^'        And  al  the  Eoqaauiit  of  the  Rose. 


im*  ver.  34  !• 

Th0  description  here  quoted  is  given  indeed 
In  a  manner  not  altogether  unequivofral^  as 
it  represents  the  chan^ber  such  as  Chaucer 
saw  it  in  a  dfe^m.  If  we  are  to  regard  it  as  |i 
geiiuine  deUneation,  we  may  then  suppose 
the  *'  old  portraiture'*  of  hawking  apd  h^nt-r 
ing  described  by  him  in  I35g|  to  have  been 
the  ornament  of  die  apartment,  plap^d  there 
by  some  former  tenant;  and  the  painted 
windows  with  the  story  of  Troy,  and  the 
walls  adorned  with  scenes  from  the  Romance 
pf  the  Rose,  to  have  been  an  improvement 
introduced  by  Chjiucer,  instead  of  the  an- 
tiquated figures  he  found  in  his  apartment 

On  every  interpretation  however  we  find 
Chaucer  placed  considerably  at  his  ease,  so 
early  as  when  he  w^  about  thirty  years  of 
age.     He  w^s  thp  servant  of  his  spverdgn ; 


'  glqsSy  conmient^  kef. 
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andlie-liad  not,  like  many  servants,  merely  chap. 

XIX. 

apartments  assigned  him  in  the  palace^  ^"» 
was  domiciliated  in  a  convenient  and  mo-    *^^** 
derately  spacious  housp,  which  he  coUld  call 
his  own^  and  which  was  no  doubt  the  gift  of 
the  royal  bounty. 

How  he  was  subsisted  during  this  period  in/^itnces. 
we  are  not  informed  There  is  no  record  of 
his  having  received  any  gratuity  from  the 
crown,  sarlie):  than  the  twentieth  of  June 
1307*  It  is  not  impossible,  as  he  was  the 
sc^  of  ^  merchant^  and  probably  the  only 
son  (for  we  do  not  find  in  any  of  his  writ- 
ingSy  though  he  often  speaks  of  himself,  the 
leas;  trace  of  his  having  relations),  and  as  he 
was  bom  in  a  situation  which  entailed  ilpon 
him  ail  the  privileges  of  a  citizen  of  London, 
th^t  he  received  a  paternal  inheritance  ade- 
quate to  the  purposes  of  existence.  We  shall 
see  still  stronger  reasons  hereafter  to  believe 
that  Chaucer  was  by  no  means  ui^rovided 
with  the  advantages  of  competence.  It  is 
not  improbable  that  he  discharged,  regularly 
or  occasionally,  the  functions  of  secretary  to 
the  king  or  queen,  or  was  employed  in  draw- 
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<J  H  A  P.  ing  up  some  of  the  state-papers  of  his  time. 
1  Edward  III,  in  the  patent  of  Chaucer's  an- 
nuity above-mentioned,  assigns  as  a  reason  of 
the  grant  "  the  services  he  had  performed  to 
the  crown "  ;*'  and  we  know  that  his  resid- 
ence, at  least  at  Woodstock,  was  such,  that 
he  might  at  any  time  be  summoned  in  a  very 
few  minutes  into  the  presence  of  the  sove- 
reign, if  occasion  should  require  it.  The 
subsequent  intimacy  and  friendship,  which 
will  be  seen  to  have  constantly  subsisted  be- 
tween him  and  John  of  Gaunt,  may  also  rea- 
sonably lead  us  to  conjecture,  that  the  inter- 
course, during  the  tender  years  of  this  pripce^ 
was  considerable,  and  that  Chaucer  had  no 
mean  share  in  the  preceptorial  cares  and  vi- 
gilance which  were  employed  to  excite  and 
guide  his  infant  mind. 

Litcriry         So  rfiuch  as  h  here  stated,  was  undoubtedly 

character  r    ^->%  t      t  • 

of  the      due  to   the  characters  of  Chaucer  and   his 

Plantage- 

n««-       sovereign,  and  to  the  illustration  of  the  spirit 
of  the  times.     We  amuse  ourselves  with  de- 


'  Appendix,  No.  V. 
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dominating  *  the  thirteenth'  and  fourteenth  c  h  a  p^ 
xenturies  illiterate  :  and  in  a  certain  sense  no ;.  ,  .'  a 
doubt  they  were  illiterate.  Literature  had  by 
no  means  extended  its  benign  influence  to 
the  lower  classes  of  thfe  community.  Even 
among  persons  who  occasionally  arrived  at 
the  highest  stations,  we  find  some  who  were 
totally  destitute  of  l6ttefs.  It  is  related  of 
the  celebrated  Bertrand  du  Guesclin,  con- 
stable of  France,  that  he  could  neither  write  " 
nor  read  \  But  princes,  and  persons  of  emi- 
nent and  illustrious  birth,  were  accustomed 
to  receive  a  liberal  education.  That  age 
could  not  be  wholly  illiterate,  in  which  Ox- 
ford could  boast  of  thirty  thousand  scholars, 
and  in  which  the  students  of  the  university 
of  Paris  shared  the  metropolis  equally  with 
the  citizens  ^. 

With  respect  to  the  distinctions  bestowed 
iipon  learned  men  in  the  fourteenth  century^ 


y  Collection  Universelle  des  Memoires  Particuliera  rdatifa 
^  THistoire  de  France :  Memoires  de  Du  Gueaclin, 
W  See  Chap.  X,  p.  189. 
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CHAP,  and  In  dur  own  times,  we  muA  on  no  ao 
!  count  presume  to  contend  with  dicm*  Tho- 
mas Aquinas,  and  the  other  great  leaders 
among  the  schoolmen,  fixed  upon  themselves 
the  attention  of  the  world.  Petrarca  and 
Boccaccio  not  only  appear  to  us  now  the 
most  eminent  men  of  their  age,  but  were  s^en 
in  the  same  point  of  view  by  their  jccHitem*- 
poraries.  They  were  crowned  by  sovereign 
states,  courted  by  princes,  and  their  advices 
and  admonitions  received  with  universal  and 
undissembled  deference. 

As  to  our  princes  of  the  Hantagenet  race, 
whatever  vices  we  may  impute  to  them^  and 
whatever  calamities  ma^  be  traced  to  their 
system  rf  policy,  they  may  challenge  a  com-^ 
p^son  with  any  dynasty  in  the  history  of 
the  world,  in  the  patronage  pf  poets  and 
learoed  men.  We  have  seen  what  .were  the 
merits,  under  this  head,  of  Henry  II,  Richard 
I,  and  Edward  I.  Even  our  weaker  princes, 
Henry  III '.  and  Richard  II  %  if  they  were 


See  Chap.  IX. 
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not  distinguidied  for  their  patronage  of  let-  ^^^5* 
tcr$,  were  yet  munificent  in  their  encourage-  "■■ 

ment  of  the  arts,  and  in  that  way  contributed 
to  the  refinement  and  progress  of  the  human 
race.  We  have  now  restored  Edward  IIL 
to  his  just  reputation  in  this  particular,  and 
«hown  him  as  the  declared  and  habitual  pa- 
tron of  the  two  great  English  poets  of  his  time, 
Chaucer  and  Gower.  We  find  him  fixing 
Chaucer  immediately  under  his  eye,  and,  by 
rational  inference,  desiring  to  relieve  the  cares 
of  empire  by  his  conversation,  to  listen  to  his 
remarks,  to  have  his  hours  of  relaxation  en- 
livened by  the  sallies  of  the  poet,  and  pro- 
bably to  be  the  first  hearer  of  his  productions. 
It  was  not  till  the  unhappy  contention  of  the 
rival  houses  of  York  and  Lancaster,  equally 
hostile  to  the  favourable  influences  both  of 
letters  and  of  humanity,  that  the  court  of 
London  ceased  to  be,  in  the  measure  which 
could  reasonably  be  expected,  the  abode  of 
the  muses, 

Chaucer  being  at  this  time  unequivocally  a  cbaracttt 
member  of  the  English  court,  it  becomes  an  Engusij 
indispensible  part  of  a  work  professing  to 


court. 
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CHAP,  exhibit  an  ample  view  of  his  life,*  df  tfctf 
scenes  through  which  he  passed,  and  of  the 
objects  which  affected  and  moulded  his  mind, 
to  take  a  survey  pf  that  court  as  it  appeared 
in  the  year  1358. 

of Edwtrd  .  Edward  IIL  king  of  England  was  bom  in 
the  year  1312*  His  father  was  a  prince  sin- 
gularly weak  in  capacity ;  and  as  his  mother 
was  a  woman  of  a  daring  temper  and  aban- 
doned morals,  these  circumstances  led  to  a 
tragical  termination  of  her  husband's  reign, 
when  the  young  prince  was  only  fourteen 
years  qf  age.  He  did  not  hpwever  long  re- 
main subjected  to  the  bold  and  shameless 
administration  which  at  first  assumed  thei^ein^ 
of  government :  he  had  able  advisers  ;  and 
the  hayghty  and  independent  spirit  of  the 
English  baronage  was  not  fitted  to  suffer  pa-^ 
tiently  ?o  disgraceful  an  usurpation.  Ac- 
cordingly! four  ye^rs  after,  the  prince  put 
himself  at  the  head  of  a  confederacy,  which 
surprised  the  queen  in  the  palace,  brought 
her  paramour  to  the  gallows,  and  shut  up 
herself  in  imprisonment  for  life. 
At  about  the  age  of  fifteen  Edward  Illr 
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married  Phiiippa  of  Hainault,  a  princess  pos^  chap. 
sessing  every  accomplishment  the  age  had  to .  "f 

bestow,  an  admirer  of  learAed  men,  court- 
eous, affable,  prudent,  discerning,  humane  and 
heroic.    The  historians  and  writers  of  the  age 
vie  with  each  other  in  her  praise  ;  the  topic 
appears   in   their   hands   fruitful   and  inex- 
haustible J   and  they  are  even  suspected  of 
halving  invented  some  anecdotes,  that  they 
might   the   better  have   an    opportunity  to 
praise  her  who  was  worthy  of  all  commend- 
ation.    Allied  with  such  a  woman,  and  at  so 
early  an  age,  it  is  difficult  to  say  how  much 
the  monarch  might  be  indebted  to  her  moni- 
tions and  society,  for  those  qualities  which 
have  given  him  such  a  lustre  with  succeed- 
ing times. 

Phiiippa  added  to  every  domestic  quality 
which  could  adorn  her  rank,  the  accomplish- 
ments of  a  heroine  and  a  warrior.  The  pre- 
judices of  chivalry  were  calculated  in  many 
respects  to  produce  an  auspicious  effect  upon 
women  of  high  birth  and  station.  As  it 
was  the  custom  to  adore  them,  they  were 
strongly  stimulated   to  acquire  those  merits 
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CHAP,  which  might  do  thera  credit  in  the  ey68  of 

,  XIX.  •  . 

til  their  worshippers.     Chivalry,  as  has  already 

*^^**  been  observed,  while  under  one  aspect  it  in- 
spired confidence  and  pride,  under  another 
laid  the  utmost  stress  upon  modesty,  defer- 
ence, and  a  disposition  to  serve  and  assist  the 
worthy.  Thus,  wDmen  of  quality,  whom  at 
one  moment  we  see  treated  by  the  votaries 
of  knighthood  as  beings  of  a  superior  nature, 
at  another  are  presented  to  us  unarming  the 
heroes,  performing  for  them  all  the  offices  of 
hospitality,  and  ambitiously  rendering  them 
even  menial  services.  Liberality  of  sentiment 
was  the  necessary  attendant  upon  this  system 
of  conduct.  A  woman  of  rank  and  under^ 
standing  in  these  times  was  proud,  but  her 
pride  tended  only  to  render  her  condescen- 
sion more  graceful ;  and  the  two  qualities 
united,  gave  her  eloquence,  and  ease,  and 
every  winning  and  beautiful  attraction.  Every 
consideration  inspired  them  with  honour  and 
admiration  of  the  true  followers  of  knight- 
hood, and,  as  they  prided  themselves  in  their 
fsitliers  and  their  husbands,  they  were  anxi- 
ous that  their  sons  should  become  in  lik« 
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fiianner  wKat  they  deemed  mbdels  of  excel-  chap. 
lence^  ^^' 

It  Was  impossible  that  their  thoughts  should  ^^^* 
be  thus  perpetually  conversant  with  war  and 
arms>  without  inspiring  in  their  o^n  breast^ 
some  of  the  sentiments  of  a  warrior.  They 
never  became  coarse  and  masculirie;  the;^ 
never  engaged  in  those  sports  and  exercises 
which  were  the  images  of  war ;  for  no  system 
was  ever  so  successful  as  that  of  chivalry  iil 
assigning  to  each  sex  its  respective  depart- 
ment. But  they  were  conscious  of  theif 
worth ;  they  spontaneously  shrunk  from  pu-t 
sillanimity  and  weakness ;  and  were  conse- 
quently capable  of  great  and  heroic  effort, 
when  a  great  emergency  called  for  it.  .  Thi^ 
is  illustrated  to  us  by  many  itiddfents  of 
history,  contemporary  with  Edward  III.  The 
countess  of  Salisbury,  to  whom  we  are  pro- 
bably indebted  for  the  distinguishing  symbol 
which  marks  the  order  of  the  Garter  %  and 


^  Ste.  Valzje,  Memoires  sur  la  Cbevalerie,  Partie  I. 
'  Collins,  Peecage  of  England :  duke>^  Manchester.   Hume, 
Chap.  XVI. 
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CHAP,  who,  I  hope,  was  ijiot  in  a  gco$$  &ease  the 
I       mistress  of  Edward  III,  since  she  was  the 

1358  ^ 

wife  of  the  most  zealous  and  faithful  of  his 
servants,  but  who  was  certainly  according  to 
the  modes  and  refinements  of  chivalry  hi^ 
ostensible  mistress,  is  recorded  for  her  gallant 
>  defence  oi  the  castle  of  Werk  against  the  Scots 
in  the  year  1341  *.  The  preservation  of  the 
province  of  Britanny  by  Jane  de  Montfbrt, 
from  the  arms  of  a  competitor  who  had  sl^ 
ready  made  her  husband  a  prisoner  in  1342, 
is  one  of  the  most  celebrated  nulitary  exploits 
pf  that  warlike  age  K  After  several  campaigns 
she  was  at  length  so  successful  as  to  reduce 
this  competitor,  Charles  de  Blois,  to  a  similar 
state  of  captivity,  and  by  that  event  seemed 
to  have  terminated  the  contest;  when  the 
.wife  of  Charles  de  Blois,  by  whom  he  ac- 
quired his  pretensions  upon  Britanny,  took  up 
his  declining  cause,  and  shew^  herself  no 
less  accomplished  in  the  defence  of  her  here- 


*  Froissartj  Vol.  I,  Chap*  Ixxviu 
^  Ditto,  Chap*  Ixxxi,  &c. 
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ditafy  possessions  than  the  countess  de  Mont-  ^xix.^* 
fcMt  had  proved  wheii  in  like  manner  op- ' 
pressed  by  fortune  \ 

The  name  of  queen  Philippa  is  enrolled  in 
this  catalogue  of  heroines.     When  her  hus- 
band was  abseilt  in  the  campaign  of  Cressy, 
king  David  Bruce,  the  strict  ally  of  the  French, 
thought  this  a  fit  opportunity  for  the  inva- 
sion  of  the  English  dominions.      Philippa 
however  was  by  no  means  dismayed  at  the 
attack,  at  a  moment  when  Edward  III.  with 
the  flower  of  his  military  followers  was  in 
France.     She  collected  an  army  in  the  best 
manner  she  was  able ;  she  gave  the  command 
to  the  bravest'  and  most  accomplished  captain 
in  her  court  j  and  herself  accompanied  her 
forces  in  their  march.    When  they  arrived  in 
sight  of  the  enemy,  at  Neville's  Cross  near 
Durham,  she  rode  through  the  ranks,  and 
exhorted  every  man  to  do  his  duty  in  re- 
pelling these  ravagers  of  their  native  soil: 
nor  could  she  be  persuaded  to  leave  the  field, 


'  A.  D.  1347.  Frowsart,  Vol.  I.  Chap,  cxliii. 
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CHAP,  ^jj  ^^^  ^.^Q  armies  were  on  the  point  of  en- 
'  gaging.  The  English  army  was  only  twelve 
thousand  strong,  while  the  Scots  amounted  to 
fifty  thousand.  But,  animated  by  the  un- 
daunted behaviour  of  their  mistress,  they  won 
the  day,  and  made  the  Scottish  sovereign 
their  prisoner  ^  Having  finished  the  cam- 
paign, Philippa  sailed  over  to  France,  to  em- 
brace her  husband,  victorious  from  the  field 
of  Gressy,  who  was  now  engaged  in  the 
siege  of  Calais  ;  and  she  is  here  represented 
by  the  contemporary  historian  %  as  having 
exerted  her  humanity,  and  the  magnanimity 
of  her  disposition,  for  the  preservation  of 
Eustace  de  St.  Pierre  and  the  other  five  bur- 
gesses who  had  offered  themselves  as  the 
voluntary  victims  of  the  sternness  and  re- 
sentment of  her  husband.*  - 
tdwardiii.      Edward  III.  was  rather  a  brilliant,  than  a 

compared  i       •o        i« 

with  w,i.  great  prince.     The  early  English  sovereigns 
Edward  I.  qf  jjj^  Normau  and  Plantagenet  racc^were. 


*  Frolssarty  VoL  I,  Chap,  tixxvtii  ctmtviii^  cxxxiju 
f  Dktg,  :Chap.  cilylw '  V  ,  .jpc 
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most  of  them,  distinguished  for  greater  ability  ^^,^^- 
than  is  ordinarily  to  be  found  on  a  throne.  ■~^ 
But  among  them  it  is  easy  to  separate  the 
shining  from  the  wise.  William  the  Con- 
queror and  Edward  I.  are  the  geniuses  of 
the  English  story.  Unhappily  they  were 
both  unamiable  men.  But  they  were  great 
legislators.  William  first  bestowed  a  solid 
establishment  upon  the  feudal  system  in  Eng- 
land ;  and  he  gave  a  compact  and  substantial 
form  to  it,  beyond  what  it  ever  attained  in 
any  other  nation.  He  conceived  an  object, 
and  he  pursued  it  with  unremitted,  unre- 
lenting constancy.  He  created  a  country ; 
he  made  the  Saxons  peasants,  and  the  Nor- 
mans lords  ;  and  he  established  a  certain  por- 
tion of  civilisation  and  arts  in  the  island.  Ed- 
ward I.  ivas  also  a  legislator  ;  he  studied  the 
systems  and  the  principles  of  legislation.  His, 
measures  with  regard  to  Wales,  where  he 
succeeded,  and  Scotland,  where  he  failed, 
were  those  of  a  man  of  profound  sagacity  and 
comprehensive  views. 

In  opposition  to  William  the  Conqueror  with  Henry 
and  Edward  I,  the  geniuses  of  our  story,  we 
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CHAP,  may  place  Henry  IL  and  Edward  III,  wkq 
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=  are  its  brilliant  characters,  and  upon  whom 
for  that  reason  much  louder  eidogiums  have 
been  lavished  than  upOQ  the  two  former* 
Henry  JI.  was  a  very  accomplished  prince  j 
liberal,  learned  and  humane,  after  th^  mode 
of  the  times  in  which  he  lived,     Put  all  hi^ 
measures  were  false.     His  conquest  of  Ire- 
land was  productive  of  no  benefit,  either  tq 
himself,  or  to  the  nation  he  ougjit  to  have 
civilised.     His  indulgence  to  his  sons  yr^  of 
the  worst   sort,  calamitous   to  himself,  and 
fatal  to  them.     But  the  great  scene  of  hi^ 
reign  best  exhibits  the  defects  of  his  characr 
ter }  his  contention  with  Thpmas  of  Becket. 
Jt  was  a  contest  pf  passion,  and  not  of  rea- 
son, presenting  itself  to  the  monarch's  min4 
as  ^  deep  stroke  of  policy,  and  duping  him 
into  the  most  disgraceful  consequences.     1% 
was  entered  upon  a  day  too  soon ;  the  papal 
power  trembled  under  its  own  weight,  but  it 
was  not  ripe  to  fall :  and  Henry  with  the  least 
penetration  might  have  seen  that  he  was  not 
strong  enough  to  combat  it.     What  he  was 
so  anxious  to  effect,  must  necessarily  happen 
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a  short  tiMe  after,  and  was  therefore  not  chap. 

'  XIX. 

worth  his  cxpence  of  happiness  and  hbnour.  = 

Edward  III.  was,  still  more  than  Henry, 
a  character  of  mere  exterior  brilliancy.  He 
entered  into  no  profcmnd  measures  of  policy  j 
and  the  best  laws  of  his  reign  were  carried 
in  opposition  to  the  court.  He  attempted 
the  conquest  of  France ;  and  he  might  as  rea- 
sonaWy  have  attempted  the  conquest  o£  the 
empire  of  Gengiskhan.  The  whole  French 
nation  felt  the  profoundest  abhorrence  of  the 
yoke  he  desired  to  impose  upon  them.  But 
what  he  obtained  extended  as  far  as  the 
powers  of  his  mind  enabled  him  to  look :  he 
gained  a  few  brilliant  victories,  and  a  name 
in  arms.  He  was  also  a  man  of  a  gallant 
and  generous  nature ;  and  the  occasional  dis- 
play of  that  nature  in  his  transactions,  renders 
his  reign  a  fascinating  object  of  contem- 
plation. 

Edward  III.  and  Henry  II,  as  they  resem- 
bled each  other  in  many  of  the  leading  fea- 
tures of  their  minds,  so  they  were  also  alike 
in  their  end.     Theirs  were  the  virtues  and 
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^j^j^P-  accomplishments  of 'young  men ;  and,  aa 
'  they  advanced  in  age,  a  deep  gloom  of  un^ 
prosgerous  circumstances  overshadowed  their 
declining  years.  Henry  lost  many  of  his 
provinces  in  France,  and  became  a  prey  to 
t}ie  base  and  unnatural  hostilities  of  his  sons. 
Edward  was, more  fcwtunate  in  his  sons ;  biit 
he  was  stripped  of  all  those  acquisitioqs 
which  had  been  the  basis  of  his  youthful 
glory,  and,  even  in  his  domestic  government, 
sunk  in  the  latter  years  of  his  life  into  ^ 
cypher. 

Lustre  of        gut,  whatevcr  were  the  personal  merits  of 

the  reign  .        '  *     ^ 

of  Edward  E^watd,  hls  reign  was  illustrious.  It  is  not 
unworthy  our  consideration  to  reflect  for  4 
moment  ^hat  is  and  what  is  not  tp  be  under- 
stood by  this  term,  illustrious.  As  it  is  oxr 
dinarily  employed,  it  implies  nothing  emir 
nently  sound  in  moral  principle,  por  directly 
and  obviously  tending  to  the  increase  of  hu- 
man happiness.  Certainly  the  French  wars 
of  Edward  III.  were  not  entitled  to  either  of 
these  commendations.  They  were  in  the 
highest  degree  linjustifis^ble  in  the  commence;- 
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tnent,  and  they  were  the  active  and  generat-^  ^5^^^- 
ing  cause  of  infinite  misery.  But  if  the  terni ; 
illustrious,  in  its  ordinary  acceptation,  is,  often ' 
rated  too  high,  persons  impressed  with  a  sense 
of  this  abuse,  have  on  the  other  hand  not 
upfrequently  been  inclined  to  rate  it  too  low. 
The  victories  of  Cressy  and  Poitiers,  with  all 
their  vices  and  miserable  consequences,  had 
PjO  doubt  some  good  effects  upon  the  English 
nation.  The  nation  (understanding  by  the 
term  the  coleseed  mass  of  Saxons  andNor- 
xnans)  about  this  time  began  to  exist.  Wc 
yrere  astonished  at  our  own  prowess  and  suc- 
cess. We  learned  to  respect  ourselves.  Self- 
reverence  is  one  of  the  most  powerful  in- 
centives to  virtue,  and  one  of  the  strongest 
Stimulants  to  glorious  enterprise.  If  the  Eng- 
lish have  excelled  every  other  modem  ilation 
in  justness  of  feeling,  in  integnty  of  con- 
duct, in  the  cultivation  of  domestic  and  ho- 
nourable sentiment,  in  depth  of  ^  science,  and;  . 
ardour  of  poetical  ims^iaation,  the  victories 
of  Cressy  and  Poitiers  are  not  unworthy  to 
find  a  place  among  the  causes  which  haye 
made  us  what  we  are. 
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CHAP,      It  was,  as  Mr.  Hume  observes^,  an  ad* 
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wi-r-^  miraWe  spectacle,  more  glorious  than  all  the 
Battle  of'  insolent  parade  of  a  Roman  triumph,  which 
was  exhibited  by  the  Black  Prince,  when  he 
received  John  king  of  France  as  his  prisoner, 
and  conducted  him  to  the  court  of  his  father. 
No  sooner  was  the  captive  monarch  intro- 
duced to  the  tent  of  his  conqueror,  than  the 
prince  of  Wales  ordered  a  repast  to  be  pre- 
pared for  him,  at  which  he  himself  served 
as  if  he  had  been  one  of  the  French  king's 
retinue  j  he  stood  behind  his  chair  during 
the  mcil,  and  constantly  refused  to  take  a 
place  at  the  table,  alleging  that  he  was  only 
a  subject,  and  knew  too  well  the  distance  be- 
tween his  rank  and-  that  of  majesty,  to  as- 
sume' such  a  freedom.  "  All  his  father's  pre-» 
tensions  to  the  crown  of  France  weire  forgot^ 
ten ;  the  misfortunes  of  John,  and  not  his 
title,  were  respected  j  and  the  Friench  pri- 
soners, conquered  by  this  elevation  of  mind 
more  than  by  their  late  discomfiture,  burst 


•^  Chap.  rri. 
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Into  tcafs  of  admiration."     When  he  passed  chap. 
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through  the  streets  of  London,  **  the  pri-  m  ■    m 
6oner  was  cUd  in  royal  apparel,  and  mountesd 
4»n   a  white  steed,  distinguished  by  its  size 
)and  beauty,,  and  by  the  richness  of  its  fiar-  > 
niture.     The  conqueror  rode  by  his  side  ia 
a  meaner  attire,  and  carried  by  a  black  pal- 
frey.'*    Edward  III  "  advanced  to  meet  the 
royal  stranger,  and   received   him  with  the 
game  courtesy  as  if  he  had  been  a  neighbour- 
ing potentate  that  had  voluntarily  come  to  pay 
him  a  friendly  visit." 

Put,  glorious  as  these  moments  w^re,  and  Mai^nant 
generous  and  elevated  as  were  the  feelings   ^^^ 
which  stamped  them,  and  which  they  are    ^^^' 
calculated  to    inspire,    they  were   certainly 
bought  at  infinitely  too  high  a  price.     This 
graceful  situation,  this  beautiful  and  impres- 
rive  exhibition,  were  not  purchased  but  with 
the  almost  entire  ruin  of  one  of  the  finest 
countries  in  the  world.     Take  the  picture  of 
this  ruin  in  the  words  of  the  historian  who 
has  placed  in  so  enchanting  a  point  of  view 
the  triumphs  of  the  Black  Prince.    "  Mean- 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


XIX. 

1358. 


i24  MFE  OF  CHAtJCER; 

CHAP,  while,  the  captivity  of  John,  joined- to  the* 
preceding   disorders  of  the  French  govern- 
ment, had  produced  in  that  country  a  disso- 
lution, almost  total,  of  civil  authority,  and 
had  occasioned  confusions,  the  most  horrible 
and  destructive  that  had  ever  been  experi- 
enced in  any  age  or  in  any  nation.     Marcel, 
provost  of  the  merchants,  and  first  magistrate 
of  Paris,  put  himself  at  the  head  of  the  un- 
ruly populace;  and  from  the  violence  and 
temerity  of  his   character^  pushed  them  to 
commit  the  most  criminal  outrages  against 
the    royal   authority.      They  detained    the 
dauphin  in  a  sort  of  captivity ;    they  mur-t 
dered  in  his  presence  Robert  de  Clermont 
apd  John  de  Conflans,  mareschals,  the  one  of 
Norman4y,  the  other  of  Burgundy,      The 
other  cities  of  the  kingdom,  in  imitation  of 
the  capital,  shook  off  the  dauphin's  authority  j 
took  the  government  into  their  own  hands ; 
'arid  spread  the  disorder  into  every  province. 
The  troops,  who,  from  the  deficiency  of  pay, 
were  no  longer  retained  in  discipline,  sought 
<he  means  of  subsistence  by  plunder  and  rob-i 
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bery,  and' associating  to  them  all  the  disor-  ^^j^^* 
derly  people,  with  whom  that  age  abounded,  • 
formed  numerous  bands,  which  infested  all 
parts  of  the  kingdom.     They  desolated  the 
open  country  ;  burned  and  plundered  the  vil- 
lages ;  and  by  cutting  off  all  means  of  com- 
munication or  subsistence,  reduced  even  the 
inhabitants  of  the  walled  towns  to  the  most 
extreme  necessity*     The  gentry  were  hunted 
like  wild  beasts,  and  put  to  the  sword  with- 
out mercy :   Their  castles  were  consumed 
with  fire,  and  levelled  to  the  ground :  Their 
wives  and  daughters  were  first  ravished,  then 
murdered:  The  savages  proceeded  so  far  as 
to  impale  some  gentlemen,  ^id  roast  theni 
alive  before  a  slow  fire.     In  other  civil  wars, 
the  opposite  factions,  falling  undet  the  go- 
vernment of  their  several  leaders,  commonly 
preserve  still  the  vestige  of  some  rule  and 
order:  But  here  the  wild   state   of  nature 
seemed  to  be  renewed  :    Every  man  vrs& 
.thrown  loose  and   independent  of  his  fel- 
lows:  And  the  populousness  of  the  country, 
derived  from  the   preceding  police  of  civil 
society,  sanred  only  to  increase  the  horror 
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till  I '  '■ ',  ;,  tainlT  too  much  to  pay  for  the  most  enchant* 
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'  ing  theatrical  exhibiticMi  that  was  ever  per- 
formed :  and  these  were  the  effects  of  the  de- 
testable pretensions  set  up  by  Edward  III.  to 
the  crown  of  France. 
Sons  of  Ed-  We  have  abready  said  that  Edward  III. 
was  fortunate  in  his  sons.  It  does  not  ap- 
peax  that  he  had  ever  a  serious  misunder- 
standing with  any  of  them.  They  beheld 
him  surrounded  with  the  lustre  which  the 
battle  of  Cressy,  and  his  gallant  and  honour- 
able demeanour  on  that  and  many  other  oc- 
cawons,  had  tbro'Wn  upon  him,  and  thought 
it  the  greatest  honour  of  their  lives  to  be 
the  sons  of  such  a  father.  Edward  the  Black 
JPririce,  the  eldest  of  them,  has  universally 
4>een  considered  as  the  most  consummate 
Jhero  the  school  of  chivalry  ever  bred ;  and 
he  passed  a  glorious  life  of  forty-six  years, 
untarnished  with  the  breath  of  a  censure. 
Lionel  of  Antwerp,  the  king's  second  son, 


Hume,  vhi  suprsi. 
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wa^  &aak,  generous,  polite,  and  eminently  chap. 
popular  :  he  was  guileless,  easy  and  sinc^e,  ,^1,^  am 
with  the  understanding  of  a  gentleman  in  the 
purest  sense  of  that  wc^d,  and  the  carriage 
which  might  best  become  a  prince.     John  c^ 
Gaunt,  Edward's  third  son,  the  patron  and 
friei;id  of  Chaucer,  was  in  a  great  degree  th$ 
fa,vpurite  and  confident  of  his  fath^.     Ed^ 
munii  pf  L^ngley,  the  fourth  son,  was  a  weak 
prince,  but  of  unblemished  character;  an4 
Thomas   of   Woodstock,   the    youngest,   t 
youth  of  great  promise  ai;id  splendid  abilities* 
At  thp,  period  at  which  we  hepre  take  up 
the  history  of  the  English  court,  Edward  III* 
had   attained   his   forty-sixth  year,  and  his 
queen  was  nearly  of  the  same  age#      The 
Black  Prince,  who  had  already  distinguished 
himself  *t  the  fiejd  of  Cressy,  won  the  battle 
pf  Poi^ier^,  and  taken  the  king  of  France  pri- 
soner, but  who  was  yet  a  bachelor,  was  now 
twenty-eight.  Lionel  of  Antwerp  was  twenty 
years  of  age,  John  of  Gaunt  eighteen,  Ed-  . 
mund  of  Langley  seventeen,  and  Thomas  of 
Woodstock  still  an  infant.     Lionel  had  been 
contracted,  as  A  compliment  to  the  Irish  na- 
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GHAP.  tioil,  in  the  third  year  of  his  age  to   thd 
I  111  daughter  and  heiress  of  the  earl  of  Ulster; 

and,  this*  marriage  being  afterward  consum- 
mated, the  fruit  of  it  was  an  only  daughter, 
bom  in  the  year  1355.  Lionel  being  already 
in  prospect,  in  consequence  of  this  contract, 
earl  of  Ulster,  John  of  Gaunt  his  next  bro- 
ther was,  while  yet  an  infant,  advanced  to 
the  honours  of  earl  of  Richmond.  The  in- 
heritance of  the  crown  on  the  demise  of  the 
reigning  sovereign,  a  species  of  presumptive 
futurity  which  has  always  a  great  effect  upon 
the  present  weight  and  importance  of  the 
person  to  whom  it  points,  was  first  with  the 
Black  Prince,  next  with  Lionel,  and  in  their 
failure  with  Lioners  infant  daughter ;  thus 
cutting  off  the  young  earl  of  Richmond  from 
any  reasonable  prospect  to  the  diadem. 

We  will  not  here  extend  our  view  of  the 
English  court  beyond  the  survey  of  the  dif- 
ferent members  of  the  family  on  the  throni^ 
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CHAP.  :^- 


JlTYENItE  HISTORY  OF  JOHN  OF  QAUNT  «AM*  Of 
RICHMOND.-«IS  COURTSHIP  WITH  THE  PRINCESS 
BLANCHKw-CHARACTER  OF  THE  PRUK^BSSa 


John  of  gaunt  earf  of  RichmowJ  waa  chai^ 
bom  on  the  day  of  February  1340  \s=sssmm 

an4  raised  to  the  title  by  which  he  h  here 
described,  2o  September  1342  ^  He  waa 
born  at  Ghent  in  Flanders^  precisely  at  the 
period  when  his  fathar  assumed  ^e  title  of 
king  of  France  %  and  had  come  wiUi  1^ s  qjneen 
to  that  dty>  with  the  view  of  concerting  mear% 


•  Stow,  ad  dtm.  Cwnpafe  S^me^  Book  h  Chap^  xJv,^  ^ 
ft  3. 

^  San^ford,  Genealog^at  Uistiorj^  Bpck  IV,.  Chap<w  I  JEh^g^ 
^e^  Barona^y  Vol.  II>  fv  114« 

«  Rymer,  Foedcfa^  Tom.  V,  14  EAf.  %  f^b.  % 

VOL.  IK  & 
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CHAP.  sures  for  his  projected  invasion.     His  stature 


XX 


:  was  considerably  above  the  ordinary  size,  his 
limbs  were  well  proportioned,  and  he  early 
discovered  symptoms  of  a  masculine  and  brave 
disposition.  His  father  therefore  spared  no 
attention  in  cultivating  his  youthful  mind. 
He  designed  him  for  a  soldier,  to  which  pro- 
fession his  nature,  as  well  as  the  propensity 
of  the  times,  seemed  to  guide  him :  and  he 
was  careful  to  fiuniliarise  his  early  years  with 
the  elements  of  literature,  for  which  purpose 
Chaucer,  with  others,  i  was  placed  near  his 
person. 
Plan  of  his  Wc  loiow  nothiug  specifically  of  the  edu- 
*  cation  of  the  young  earl;  but  the  mode  of 
educating  persons  of  rank  was  at  this  time 
so  uniform,  that  we  shall  hazard  little  in  sup- 
posing that  his  nonage  was  conducted  ac- 
cording to  the  most  approved  ideas  of  the 
age  in  which  he  lived.  Edward  III.  was,  as 
we  have  seen,  the  professed  devotee  and  re- 
viver of  the  manners  of  chivalry,  and  we 
cannot  doubt  that  he  employed  them  with 
scrupulous  fidelity  in  the  education  of  his' 
children. 
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A  young  person  destined  to  receive  tfie  ^5^^* 
honours  of  knighthood,  w^  Ordinarily  left^  ===5^ 
till  he  had  completed  his  seventh  year,  in  the  P^""^  "^  , 

*  •  '  penontof 

hands  of  the  women.    He  then  entered  upoh  ^Jjj^J^ 
the  first  stage  of  his  military  probation.     He  "°'"^' 
received  the  appellation  of  page  or  valet,  and  Pag«. 
was  admitted  into  the  presence  of  his  father 
or  superiors.     The  mode  of  education   be-^^'^yT*'* 

*  brought  u^ 

Stowed  upon  him  was  social :  if  he  were  of  ^1^" 
less  opulent  parentage,  he  was  received,  to- 
gether with  a  number  of  others  in  similar 
circumstances,  into  the  house  of  some  more 
wealthy  nobleman,  and  associated  to.  his 
children:  and,  if  his  parents  were  them- 
selves affluent,  they  sought  for  him  com^. 
panions  of  more  contracted  patrimony,  who 
became  the  associates  of  his  bosom,  and  his 
brothers  of  the  war.     Here  the  first  lesson  w«re  inspir- 

cd  with 

he  learned  was  the  honour  of  the  Preux  \  or  <^muiatiori. 
in  other  words,  that  an  accomplished  knight 
who  had  shown  himself  worthy  of  that  high 
character,  was  the  most  extraordinary  and 
admirable  olgect  that  could  be  offered  to  hid 
view.  He  approached  such  a  person  with 
wonder,   affection  and  awe^  as  the  chosen 

K  2 
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CHAP,  object  of  his  present  deference,  and  of  his 
I  fixture  ardent  and  unconquerable  emulation. 


If  such  were  the  general  feeling  cultivated  in 
these  cases,  we  may  easily  imagine  with  what 
sentiments  the  young  and  high-spirited  earl 
of  Richmond  gazed  upon^  his  laurelled  sire, 
and  upon  the  heroes  of  the  field  of  Cressy, 
won  in  the  seventh  year  of  his  age. 
werebddin  Thc  pagcs  wcrc  also  early  taught  to  inure 
««isc      their  infant  limbs  to  such  exercises,  as  might 

best  fit  them  for  the  oflGices  of  a  soldier, 
wettim-         One  of  the  favourite  lessons  at  tliis  time 

pressed 

T^'^^iT^Jf  ^^st^'^l^^  ^^^^  them,  was,  according  to  the 
^^^  technical  phraseology  of  the  times,  "  the  love 
of  God  and  the  ladies.'*  Modesty,  rev^ence 
and  reject  were  ranked  among  the  i^ost 
essential  virtues  of  a  young  probationer  in 
arms ;  and  it  is  the  peculiar  praise  of  the  in- 
stitutions  of  chivalry  that  they  united  in  their 
pupils  the  most  invincible  bravery  and  enter- 
prise in  action,  with  manners  the  most  re- 
spectful, courteous  and  attentive,  whenever 
the  sword  was  replaced  in  its  scabbard.  Feel- 
ings of  this  sort  were  first  originated  in  the 
mind  by  the  lessons  of  religion.  '  A  true 


verence. 
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votary  of  knighthood  entered  upon  no  adven-  chap. 
ture  without  previous  devotion  and  prayer  ; '  ' 
and  his  sentiments  toward  God  and  the  saints 
were  such  as  are  spontaneously  excited  in  the 
mind  by  the  contemplation  of  invisible  and 
immaculate  natures* 

A  candidate  for  knighthood  must  be  grossly  "^TJ* 
recreant  to  the  true  spirit  of  his  profession,  if   ^^ 
he  thought  of  the  female  sex  with  any  senti-*    ^^  ^ 
ments  of  rude  familiarity  and  disrespect.    He    "^  *^ 
was  instructed,  as  the  phrase  above  quoted 
implies,  to  contemplate  them  with  a  feeling         ' 
somewhat  partaking  of  religious  homage  and 
devotion.     He  looked  up  to  them  as  the  ge- 
nuine censors  of  his  deeds ;  and  he  consi- 
dered it  as  nearly  the  first  duty  of  his  pro- 
fession to  relieve  their  distress,  and  to  avenge 
their  wrongs.     It  is  the  remnant  of  this  sen- 
timent  which  has  given  to  the  intercourse 
of  the  sexes,  from  the  days  of  chivalry  to 
the  present  time,  a  refinement,  and  a  spirit 
of  sanctity  and  honour,  wholly  imknown  to 
the  ancient  world. 

The  page  was  not  only  formed  to  a  cha-  ^^^^ 
mctex  of  general  deference  to  the  milder  sex,    ^^^^^ 
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CHAP,  but  was  also  expected  to  select  an  individual 
1  among  the  young  virgins  of  birth  whose  so-- 


tb«8cx  ciety  he  frequented,  to  whose  service  he  was 
iicd^*  particularly  to  devote  himself,  and  whom  he 
his  attcn-  was  coustautly  to  regard  as  the  principal  and 
peculiar  judge  of  his  actions  \ 
First  prince      Durfug  the  early  years  of  the  earl  of  Rich- 
J>)ood.      mond,   the  first  prince  of  the  blood,  next 
after  the  children  of  the  king,  ws^s  Henry 
duke   of  Lancaster,    grandson    of  Edmund 
^umamed  Crouchback,  ydunger  brother  to 
Edward  L     The  immediate  predecessors  of 
duke  Henry,  his  uncle  and  his  fether,  were 
factious  men,  who  had  put  themselves  at  the 
head  of  the  party  of  the  barons  in  the  tur- 
bulent reign  of  Edward  II,  and  the  former 
of  whom   had  been  led  to   the  scaffold   in 
consequence  of  his  violence  and  rebellion. 
Duke  Henry    was    himself  however  at  all 
times  a  loyal  subject,  a  gallant  servant  of  the 
prown,  and  one  of  the  greatest  oman[ients 
of  the  court  of  Edward  III,  being  about  the 


!^  Ste.  Palaye^  Memoires  sur  rAncienne  Chevalerie,  BMtie  h 
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same  age  as  that  warlike  prince.     He  gained  chap- 
military  glory  in  the  wars  then  carried  on  in         '•• 
France ;  his  munificence  made  him  popular  j 
his  free  and  generous  temper  surrounded  him 
with  friends ;  and  his  moderation  saved  him 
from   the  grief  of  having  perhaps  a  single 
foe.     Thus  qualified,  we  may  easily  suppose    , 
that  his  protection  was  coveted  by  the  royal 
offspring,  and    his   roof  one  of  their   most 
pleasant  haunts.    Duke  Henry,  the  only  per-  ^fatilda  and 
son  in  England  at  this  time  denominated  by  cousin  to 
that  elevated  title,  and  the  second  upon  whom  ?"««««• 
it  had  been  conferred,  had  two  children  ;  Ma- 
tilda, two  years  older  than  the  earl  of  Rich- 
mond,  and  Blfmche,    e^^ctly  of  th$   3ame 


•  Sandford  (Genealogical  Hbtory,  Book  II,  Chap,  x.)  ha$ 
represented  the  lady  Blanche  as  only  fourteen  years  of  age  at 
the  death  of  her  father  in  136l,  and  ^has  quoted  the  Inqmsitio 
'post  Mortem,  taken  at  his  decease,  and  preserved  in  the  Tower  of 
London,  as  his  authority  for  this  statement.  Sandford's  re- 
presentation made  it  necessary  to  recur  to  his  authorities.  If 
he  were  right,  and  the  lady  Blanche  were  only  twelve  years  of 
age  at  the  time  of  her  marriage,  then  indeed  the  whole  of  what 
is  delivered  in  this  aiw}  the  two  following  chapters  on  the  au- 
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CHAP-      Why  may  we  not  suppose  that  carl  John^ 
'  and  hb  brother  Lionel^  about  fourteen  months 


thority  ofChaucer,  must  be  erroneouf.    The  result  of  my  in- 
vesttgatioQ  has  been  this : 

In  the  In^mUhpost  ^fytttm  taken  at  the  decease  of  dukt 
Vxuxcji  Iter  &ther>  (Esc.  di  £.  %,  p.  1,  n.  122»)  the  ladf 
BUinche>  married  to  John  earl  of  Richmond^  is  stated  to  be  xvii| 
years  oM  and  upward  (the  a^  being  expressed  in  small  Roman 
numerals):  and  the  lady  Matilda^  the  other  sister  and  co* 
heirefis>  ^o  is  named  after  Bhnchet  married  to  William  earl 
of  Holland^  is  said  to  be  xx  years  old  and  upward. 

In  the  Fine  Rolls  of  the  same  year^  35  £•  3«  m.  73y  there  is 
SI  writ  in  behalf  of  the  earl  and  countess  of  Richmond^  dated  at 
Henley,  l6  July^  in  which  she  is  stated  to  be  of  full  age  and  to 
have  issue,  and  in  consequence  of  this  she  and  her  husband 
receive>  with  the  consent  of  her  sister,  a  certain  portion  of 
duke  Henry's  inheritance^  whtcfa  had  before  been  reserved. 
The  clause  of  the  writ  most  to  our  purpose  is  in  these  words  c 
A^Hgfuscmus  camswtoJiUo  nostra,  Johtumi  coniti  Rich$itundkt, 
&r  Biamkia,  uxorUejus^  aUerct  JiUarum  ^  kotrtdwn  ejusdmck, 
fItMt  aMis  aattmti,  ccj^^  ^uabii  comitis  homagimi  ratiwtc 
froUi  uUtr  ^sum  (^  frafaiam  Blancikm,  ^c. 

In  these  records  therefore  we  see  the  lady  Blanche  stated,  in 
the  same  year,  and  with  the  interval  of  a  very  few  months^  as 
eighteen,  and  as  twenty-one,  years  of  age.  The  last  statement 
however  is  confirmed  by  the  In^miiio  post  Mortem,  Esc.  36 
£•  3,  p,  I9  n.  37i  taken  at  the  decease  of  Afatilda,  her  sister» 
there  styled  the  wife  of  WiUtam  duke  of  Bavaria,  in  the  follow^ 
ing  year.  la  thb  instrument  Blanche  is  stated  to  }»  $ctath 
wi^mti  dttonm  tmnorump  in  words  §X  length* 
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ol4«  than  he  (hfe  ddcr  brother,  the  Black  chap» 

Prince,  who  was  bom  in  1330,  is  out  of  the         'i 

question),  declared  themselves  respectively, 
accordii^  to  the  mode  of  chivalry,  attached 
to  their  princely  cousins  ?     In  Lionel,  who 
was  in  his  infancy  contracted  to  the  daughtei 
and  heiress  of  the  earl  of  Ulster,  this  boyish 
fantasy  served  only,  as  was  originally  intends 
ed  in  this  sort  of  attachment,  for  the  root  and 
fexciter  of  his  youthful  fancy ;  but  the  earl 
of  Richmond  was  free  from  every  species 
of  engagement,  and  open  to  impression.     In 
him  therefore  the  -partiality  of  the  boy  gra» 
dually  gave  place  to  the  passion  of  the  man ; 
and  what  originally  was  thought  of  by  his 
kindred,  only  as  one  of  the  agents  in  his  edu* 
cation,  became  a  material  circumstance  in  the 
destination    of  his   country.     He    married 
Blanche,  and  the  single  male  issue  of  their 
union  was  Henry  IV. 

When  he  had  attained  to  the  age  of  four-  Eiquirts* 
teen  years,  the  page  of  honour  changed  his    <rf  iST^ 
class,  and  was  raised  to  the  dignity  of  esquire.    m!I>t 
This  metamorphosis  however  was  not  effect- 
ed without  vaiious  appropriate  and  impress 
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CHAP,  sive  ceremonies.     The  young  candidate  for 

XX.  '  y  t» 

'■  '>■  -'  military  distinction  was  conducted  by  his  fa- 
ther and  mother,  or  two  of  his  near  rela- 
tions, to  the  altar.  These  supporters  carried 
each  a  lighted  taper,  and,  having  arrived  at 
the  comnlunion  table,  made  an  oiBfering  ade- 
quate to  the  joyful  occasion.  The  ministring 
priest  th^n  took  from  the  altar  a  sword  and 
girdle,  and,  having  pronounced  over  them 
various  benedictions,  girt  them  with  his  holy 
hands  upon  the  illustrious  youth. 
trained  to  Ouc  of  thc  csscntial  principles  of  chivalry 
forraance  ,was  that  uo  officc  was  sordid  which  wa»»per- 
scr?icc«.  formed  in  aid  of  a  worthy  object.  It  was 
the  pride  of  the  candidate  for  knighthood  to 
attend  upon  his  superiors,*  and  perform  for 
them  the  most  menial  services.  The  dignity 
of  the  person  assisted  raised  the  employment, 
and  the  generous  spirit  with  which  it  was  dis- 
charged gave  it  lustre  and  grace.  These  ser- 
vices are  implied  in  the  very  appellations  of 
page,  valet,  and  esquire  or  shield-bearer.  It 
was  the  office  of  the  pages  of  honour,  and 
still  more  of  the  esquires,  to  spread  the  table, 
to  carve  the  meat,  to  wait  upon  the  guests, 
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to  bring  them  water  to  wash,  and  to  conduct  ^" '^^• 
them  to  their  bed-chambers.  They  were  en-« 
joined  to  clean  and  keep  in  repair  the  arms  of 
their  lord,  and  to  assist  him  in  equipping 
himself  for  the  field,  on  which  occasion 
much  skill  was  necessary  for  putting  toge-* 
thcr  the  pieces  of  the  armour,  lacing  the  hel- 
met, and  securing  the  rivets  and  joints. 
They  were  inured  to  keep  alternate  watch, 
and  make  the  rounds  of  the  castle,  in  sea- 
sons of  profound  security,  as  in  a  period  of 
siege.  In  like  manner  they  attended  the 
knights  to  the  battle  or  the  tournament,  al- 
ways remaining  near  them,  delivering  to 
them  weapons  and  iijstruments  of  war,  and 
rendering  them  every  assistance  in  their> 
power,  but  without  engaging  in  the  action. 
There  is  an  exquisite  beauty  in  offices  like 
these,  not  the  growth  of  servitude,  not  ren- 
dered with  unwillingness  and  constraint,  but' 
the  spontaneous  acts  of  reverence  and  affec- 
tion, performed  by  a  servant,  of  mind  not 
less  noble  and  free  than  that  of  his  honoured 
and  illustrious  master. 
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c  H  A  F.      The  same  spirit  ran  thrcmgh  all  the  habits 
sBBssBK  and  practices  of  chivalry*    The  daughters  of 
•ftbe      the  distinguished  families  of  ancient  timei 
or  vomig  were  taught  an  attendance  upon  the  perscms 
^iJy-     of  the  knights,  not  less  humble  amd  defers 
ential  than  that  of  the  esquires.     They  dis* 
armed  them  from  the  battle,  or  from  the  fa« 
tigue  of  their  military  exercises,  washed  the 
dust  and  sweat  from  their  brows,  and  were 
instructed  with  a  soft  and  gentle  hand  to 
assist  the  wounded,  and  relieve  and  assuage 
the  anguish  erf*  their  wounds*     We  may 
without  danger  of  mistake  picture  to  our- 
selves,the  youthful  earl  of  Richmond^  and 
the    princess   Blanche^  employed   in   these 
proud  and  generous  services  to  their  royal 
kindred,    or  to   those,  contemporary  heroes 
whose  achievements  had  worthily  made  them 
the  fellows  of  kings. 
E**rtUci        A  great  part  of  every  day  was  spent  by 
•s^uifes.   the  young  persons  educated  to  the  duties  of 
chivalry,  in  the  open  air,  in  exercises  which 
conduced  alike  to  the  vigour  of  their  bodies, 
the  suppleness  of  their  Umbs,  and  a  precision 
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of  aim  and  motion  in  the  command  bo$h  of  chap; 
eye  and  of  arm.     It  was  their  office  to  dress  m 
and  beautify  the  war  horses  of  the  mansion^ 
to  bring  them  into  training,  to  teach  them 
their  paces,  and  to  form  them  to  every  qua- 
lity which  might  most  contribute  to  the  suc- 
cess oiF  the  rider.     They  engaged  in  all  those 
sports  which  were  the  image  and  prelude  of 
the  scenes  of  the  tournament ;  they  ran  at 
the  ring,  they  cast  the  lance,  they  exercised 
themselves  with  the  sword,  and  tilted  and 
justed  with  each  other.     Among  the  exer* 
cises  enumerated   as   forming    part  of  the 
education  of  an  esquire^  are  also  found  those 
of  leaping  and  dancing  completely  armed>  of 
mounting  on  horseback  or  running  on'  foot 
with  a  similar  incumbrance,  and  of  scaling 
walls  with  the  assistance  only  of  their  hands 
and  feet.     The  esquires  were  sent  upon  di- 
stant messages  from  country  to  country,  and  ^ 
were  accustomed  to  witness  the  tournaments 
and  martial  sports  of  various  realms  ^. 


Ste»  Palaye>  uhi  3upra. 
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G  H  A  p.  The  tendency  of  this  education  was  to  kefep 
the  youthful  mind  incessantly  fixed  upon  the 
character  and  state  which  were  afterward  to 
be  assumed.  The  probationers  for  knight- 
hood saw  for  ever  before  them  the  gallant 
personages  whose  deeds  were  to  be  in  ma- 
turer  life  the  objects  of  their  emulation ;  they 
were  placed  under  their  constant  inspection  ; 
they  received  with  undissembled  deference 
their  cordial  and  guardian  lessons ;  they  were 
perpetual  witnesses  of  their  table-talk,  the 
subjects  of  which  never  failed  to  be  the  pu- 
nishment of  oppression,  the  rescue  of  the 
afflicted  fair,  the  pride  of  combat,  and  the 
modesty  of  victory. 
Period  of  Seven  years  was  the  regular  period  in 
hood.  which  for  the  candidate  for  knighthood  to 
remain  in  the  rank  of  page,  and  seven  years 
longer  he  was  an  esquire  j  at  length,  at  the 
age  of  twenty- one  he  was  admitted  into  that 
fraternity,  to  the  participation  of  which  he 
was  taught  to  aspire  almost  from  the  moment 
of  his  birth. 
Ceremonies      If  thc  ccremouies  which  accompanied  the 

wiih  which  ^      ^  ^  •  ^ 

itwascon-ajdmission  of  the  pupil  to  the  rank  of  esquire 
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were  impressive,  the  solemnity  was  of  course  chap. 
greatly  accumulated,   when  the  object  was  — 

that  of  raising  him  to  the  dignity  of  knight- 
hood.    Austere  fasts,  and  nights  passed  in 
prayer  within  the  walls  of  some  chapel  or 
church,  were  the  preparations  by  which  he 
endeavoured  to  purify  himself  for  so  sacred 
an  engagement.     He  then  with  peculiar  de- 
votion confessed  himself  to  a  priest,  and  re- 
ceived the  sacrament  of  the  eucharist.     He 
was  clothed  in  white  garments,  and  under- 
went repeated  ablutions  in  a  bath  ;  by  these 
symbols  to  signify  that  he  abjured  the  frail- 
ties and  meaner  defects  of  our  nature.    When 
he  watched   in   the  church,  the  armour   in 
which  he  was  soon  to  be  clad  was  piled  be- 
fore him  upon  the  altar,  and  constituted  the 
object  of  his  fervent  contemplations.     Hav- 
ing passed  through  the  previous  solemnities, 
he  presented  himself  in  open  day,  in"  the 
chancel  or  choir,  with  his  sponsors,  that  is, 
with  certain  approved  knights,  who  pledged 
themselves  for  the  rectitude  of  his  future  con- 
duct ;  and  the   officiating  priest,  having  re- 
ceived his  sword,  pronounced  over  it  his  be- 
nediction.     In  fine,  he  came  before  the  hero  ^ 
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CHAP,  ficm  whom  he  was  to  receire  his  conchid- 
dng  investiture,  and,  falling  upon  his  knees^ 
demanded  the  honour  to  which  his  heart 
aspired.  The  warrior  put  to  him  cert^dn 
ques^ons,  designed  to  ascertdn^  vrith  what 
intention  he  dewred  to  enter  into  the  order 
of  knighthood,  and  whether  his  views  tended 
to  the  maintaiance  and  honour  of  religion 
and  of  chivalry.  To  these  questions  it  wa* 
expected  that  the  candidate  should  return  a 
collected,  modest  and  dignified  answer.  The 
oath  of  knighthood  was  then  administered^ 
and  he  received  one  by  one  the  pieces  oE  hia 
armour,  together  with  the  accolade^  or  con-^ 
eluding  signal  of  the  investiture  of  his  dig- 
nity. The  oath  he  pronounced  was  that  of 
devoting  himself  to  the  defence  of  religion^ 
her  ministers  and  temples  ;  of  showing  him- 
self btave  in  the  field,  loyal  to  his  sovereign^ 
and  sincere  and  courteous  to  all ;  and  of  being 
-ever  ready  to  succour  the  widow,  the  orphan 
and  the  oppressed,  at  the  expence  of  hi& 
blood  and  of  his  life  ^ 


<  Ste.  Palayc^  Partie  II. 
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JSuch  was  the  probation  of  the  cahdidate  chap. 
of  chivalry,  when  no  particular  circumstances  = 
occurred  to  disturb  or  precipitate  the  esta- 
blished train.     In  the  instance  of  the  young 
earl  of  R^ichmond,  we  know  that  he  arrived 
at  the  goal  of  knighthood  some  years  before 
the  period  at  which  it  could  regularly  be  con- 
ferred ;  and  such  exceptions  were  frequent  in 
the  case  of  young  men  of  royal  descent 
The  year   1355  was  the  era  of  the  first' 


1  QCl? 

introduction  of  him  and  his  brother  the  earl  warwuh 

France. 

of  Ulster  into  public  life.  TJie  truce  between 
England  and  France,  which  had  subsisted 
about  eight  years,  then  expired,  and  their 
royal  father  accordingly  prepared  himself  for 
a  new  and  vigorous  attack  upon  the  neigh- 
bouring kingdom.  The  opening  of  the  cam- 
paign did  not  take  place  till  late  in  the  au- 
tumn ;  the  king  having  dispatched  his  eldest 
•  son  on  an  expedition  into  Guienne,  and 
taken  upon  himself  the  project  of  at\  inva- 
sion on  the  side  of  Calais, 

The  Black  Prince  was  at  this  time  twenty- 
live  years  of  age,  and,  having  made  his  ap- 
prenticeship in  the  art  of  war  at  the  period  of 

VOL.  II.  L 
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c^^^-  thp^  hostilities  which  wwe  distingiiisheijby 
'"-  ^^.  '  the  battle  of  Cressy,  wae  now  deemed  com-^^ 

1355. 

patent  to^  the  situ^aioQ  of  ^  commaadar  in. 
^ichLond  ^^^^^*     ^^^  ^^^^  ^^^  brothers  .being  about 

thL°w;^.*°  4xteen  and  seventeen  years  of  age  respec^ 
tively,  their  father  was  resolted  not  to  omit 
thh  opportunity  of  initiating  them.  10*0  a 
§ceae  of  real  action.  They  had  heard  con- 
tinually of  the  fame  and  gallant  achievements 
of  th^ir  fath§j  and  their  elder  briber  j  they 
\i^d  been  educated  from  thek  tcndereat  years 
:|^  th^  cha^racter  and.  sentiments>  of  a  soldier  j 
they  burned  witjh  desire  to  realise  the  kssoM 
they  ha4  received;  and  the  affectionate  p^ 
reijt  with  whom  they  were^  blessed^  could 
not  have  progef ed  them  a  more  heaft-feU 
gratijfication,  than  that  which  they  now  es- 
peQtqd  from  camps>  and  tents^  and,  march€i»> 
^nd  w^U-contended  fields  of  war. 

knighted.  They  arrived,  on  the  downs  of  KLenjt  in  the 
l^itter  ^nd  of  pctober,  and  from  the  opposite 
coast  discerned  the  plains  and  towers,  of  the 
hostile  kingdom.  Here  Edward  HI.  drew  up 
and  r^vii^wed  his  army  5  and  hqre>  haying  asr 
s^mbled  around  him  the  two  princes,  and 
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twenty-five  other  young  gentlemefn,  softs  l!o  ^^^^^ 
bait)ns  of  the  realm,  who  had  neret  yet  '■  '  ^ 
borne  arms  against  an  enemy,*  ^qe  explamied 
to  them  the  duties^  of  a  soldier,  described  the 
scenes  they  would  speedily  witness  and  in^ 
which  the^  were  called  upon  to  engage,  and, 
in  the  sight  of  his  assembled  warr ioi*s  2tAd 
ah  immense  concourse  of  spectators,  confer- 
ited  upon  them  the  insigniai  of  knighthood  ^. 

The  channel  was  then  crossed  with  a  pro-  Defiances 

given  and 

sperous  gale,  and  hostilities  comfmenced  in*  returned. 
fee  true  manner  of  the  days  of  chivalry.  A 
personal  combat  of  the  tWo  kings  was  pt6H 
posed.  Historians  are  not  agreed  with  which* 
party  the  challenge  originated,  Fifoissart  af-^ 
ferns  that  the  (fcfeince  cam^  fromf  Johw  Idn^ 
of  France*.  The  English  Chroniclers  state 
with  st^erior  probability  that  it  W^  given  by 
the  invading  monarch.  It  certainly  was  more 
iA  accord  with  his  ostentatious  and  adven- 
turous spirit,  than  with  the  plain,  linassuniiiig 
and  ingenuous  temper  of  his  rival.     Not  to 


*»  Knighton,  ad  anti.  *  Viol  I,  chap:  diV: 

L  2 
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add,  that  it  would  have  been  a  much  more 
•  glaring  example  of  folly,  for  the  possessor  of 
the  crown  ia^ebate  to  have  set  his  title  upon 
a  trial  of  skill,  than  for  the  prince  who  only 
saw  it  at  a  distance,  and  wished  to  obtain  it. 
The  single  combat  having  been  declined,  a 
second  proposition  was  made  that  they  should' 
fight  with  one  or  more  assistants  on  each 
side"^;  and  this  vapouring  at  length  subsided* 
into  a  question  of  fixing  a- day  when  the 
two  armies  should  engage  in  battle.  The 
French  however  stood  on  the  defensive,  and 
shunned  putting  their  fortune  to  the  issue 
of  the  sword  :  and  the  English,  after  having^ 
committed  a  considerable  degree  of  devasta- 
tion and  mischief,  withdrew  themselves,  and 
consented  to  a  truce  of  a  few  months. 
^imfs^.  From  France  king  Edward  shortly  after 
proceeded,  accompanied  in  like  manner  by 
the  earls  of  Ulster  and  Richmond,  to  Scot- 
land.    The  Scots,  always  ready  to  cooperate 


^  Avesbur)',  De  Mirabillbus  Gestis  Edv.  III.  ad  ann.  Hol- 
linshed,  &c*. 


land. 
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with  France,  as  soon  as  Edward  had  already  ^^x*"* 
sailed  for  that  country,  put  themselves  in  mo-  ^^T^^^ 
tion.  They  surprised  Berwick  on  Tweed  \ 
This  place  was,  immediately  on  his  arrival, 
recovered  by  Edward  ^,  who,  to  avenge  the 
molestation  he  had  suffered,  committed  such 
ravages  in  Haddington,  Edinburgh  ",  and  the 
parts  adjacent,  that,  the  invasion  having  oc- 
curred about  the  beginning  of  February,  the 
memory  of  it  was  long  continued  by  the 
Scottish  nation,  under  the  appellation  of  The 
Burned  Candlemas  \  Baliol,  the  English  pre- 
tender to  the  northern  crown,  joined  Ed- 
ward's army  on  this  occasion,  and  exiecuted 
a  deed  of  resignation  in  favour  of  the  in- 
vading sovereign,  to  which  the  names  of  the 
earls  of  Ulster  and  Richmond  appear  as  wit- 
nesses^.     David  Bruce,  the  prince  who  by 


'  Avesbuiy,  ubi  supra^    Knighton,  ad  ann.  1356. 

"  Perth  at  this  time  continued  to  rank  as  the  capital  of  Scot- 
land ;  Edinburgh  was  not  inclosed  with  walls  till  the  year 
1450. 

"  Hector  Boethius,  Lib,  XV,  ad  ann.  Barnes,  Book  11, 
Chap,  xiv,  f .  2. 

<»  Rymer,  Tom.  V,  29  Edw.  S,  Jan.  2a 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


1 50  LIFE  OF  CHAUCER. 

CHAP,  the  3cots  was  considered  as  their  king,  w^ 

XX  ' 

f  still  2^  prisoner  in  England,  having  htQ^  ^aken 

^^^^-    at  th^  battle  of  Neville's  Cross  in  X  346, 

Thus  did  the  future  patron  of  Chaucer 
flesh  his  maiden  sword,  and  matriculate  him-r 
splf  in  the  art  of  war.  In  the  ne^it  year,  the 
year  of  the  ever-memorable  victory  of  Poi- 
tiers, he  remained  in  England  with  his  faT 
^her  'j  and,  during  the  two  years  impaediatply 
following,  hostilities  b^ween  France  and  Engr 
land  were  suspended  *by  4  tr\ice  p. 

Manners  of      As  evcry  thing  which  relates  to  John  ci 

Richmond,  Gaunt  wlU  bc  found  to  be  essentially  con- 
as  deline-   ,  ^  \  n  '     '  •         '^ 

atcdby^     nected  with  the  history  of  Chaucer,  it  may 

.Chaucer.  ^  .       * 

not  be  unamusing  to  give  some  attention  tp 
the  temper  and  manners  of  the  youthful 
prince^  as  they  are  described  to  ys  by  hij 
•  friend.  The  passages  of  Cha^ic^r  which  most 
directly  relate  to  the  private  and  personal  his- 
tory of  John  of  Gaunt,  occur  in  the  poem 
entitled  the  Book  of  the  Duchess,  written 
ten  years  after,  o^i  occasion  of  the  death  of 
Blanche,  his  first  consort. 

p  Rymer,  Tob>.  VI,  31  E4w.  S,  Mai.  23, 
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Chaucer  represents  himself  as  approaching  chap.* 
the  mourning  prince  unseen,  and  accidentally 
overhearing  the  strains  in  which  he  laments 
the  loss  he  has  sustained.  After  sonle  time 
Chaucer  presents  himself  directly  before  the 
mourner,  and  salutes  him.  The  prince  is  at 
first  so  occupied  with  his  grief  as  not  to 
hear  the  person  who  accosrts  him.  At  length 
however  he  sees  Chaucer  (who  in  the  poem 
appears  in  the  character  of  a  stranger  to  his 
hero),  and  politely  and  mildly  apologises  for 
his  inattention.. 

He  saied,  I  pray  the  be  not  wrothe,  * 
I  herde  the  not,  to  ^  saine  the  sothe, 
Ne  sawe  the  not,  sir,  tra^Iy. 

ver,  519. 

Chaucer  adds, 

Lo  howe  godely  yspake  this  knight, 
As  it  had  be  another  wiglit, 
And  made  it  neither '  tough  ne  queini!  f 
And  I  sawe  that,  and  gan  me'  acqueint 


^  say  the  truth. 

'  difficult:  made  it  not  timgJi,  wzs  not  repyihm* 
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c^AP.       With  him,  and  founde  him  so  tretable,- 
Right  wonder  skil  and  resonable 
(As  me  thoughten)  for  al  his  •  bale ; 
Anon  right  I  gan  finde  a  tale 
To  him,  to  loke  where  1  might  ought 
Have  more  knowle^ing  of  his  thought. 

ver.  6ii9' 

The  following  is  Chaucer's  description  of  the 
person  of  the  mourner. 

A  wonder  *  wel  yfaring  knight. 
By  the  maner  me  thoughten  so, 
Of  gode  "mokel,  right  yonge  therto, 
Of  the  age  of  foure  and  twenty  y ere, 

[Gaunt  was  at  the  period   of  the  death  of 

Blanche  in  reality  nearly  thirty] 
Upon  his  berde  but  litel  ""here, 

vQr.  452,  , 


1358. 


The  love  of  Gaunt  for  his  first  consort  has 
Hi!  p^sri^  all  the  appearance,  according  to  Chaucer's  de- 
princcs.    scription,  of  a  real  pas5ip^.     The  niourning 

Blanche. 


•  sorrow.  *  well-behaved,  graceful  in  carrfeige, 

f  mucb^ I  qfgodetnokef, eTccedmgly  good..  *  hair. 
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lord  is  introduced  as  giving  a  detail  of  its  chap. 

1S58. 
Sir,  quod  he,  sithens  firste  I/coutlic 
Have  any  maner  witte  fro  youthfi, 
Or  *  kind^ly  understandinge. 
To  comprehende  in  any  thinge 
What  love  was,  in  mine  own^  wit 
•Dred^lesse  I  have  ever  yet 
Be  tributary  and  ^yeve  rente 
To  love  wholly  with  gode  entente. 

ver.  759* 

And,  thilk6  tyme  I  far'd  right  so, 
I  was  able  toVe  lemed  *"  tho, 
And  to  have  ^  conde,  as  wel  or  better, 
•  Par^unter  either  arte  or  letter ; 
But  for  love  came  firste  in  my  thought, 
Thcrfore  I  ne  forgate  it  nought, 
I '  chees  love  to  be  my  firste  crafte, 
Therfore  it  is  with  me  *ylafte. 

ver.  785, 


^  was  capable  to.  »  natural.  »  Cert^nljr* 

*  psud  rent,  acknowledged  subjection  to.  *  then, 

*  leamed,  acquired.  *  PeradTenture^  perhaps* 
^  chose.        ^  left :  t^  is  wki  meylqfUf  it  remains  with  ne.    ' 
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^  xx.^*  The  mind  of  the  liero  being  in  a  state  so  fa- 
■      ^    vonrable  to  the  reception  of  the  tender  pas- 
sion,  he  comes,  as  he  tells  us. 

Into  a  place  there  that  he  "*  sey 
Trewly  the  fairest  companie 
Of  ladies,  that  er  man  with  eie 
Had  sene  togithcrs  in  *  o  place. 

ver.  80^. 

Among  the  ladies  there  was  one 

That  ne  was  lyke  none  of  the  route ; 
♦  ■  , 

and  who  surpassed  her  companions,  as  much 

as  the  summer^s  sun  in  its  brightness 
Is  fairer,  clerer',  and  hath  more  lyght, 

than  the  moon  or  any  of  the  planets. 

Shortly,  what  shal  I  mor6  sey, 

By  God  and  by  his  ^  holowes  twelve. 

It  was  my  swete,  right  al  her  selve. 

^  -  ver,  836. 

*  iwiw.  -   ^  oiMr#:  *^  aaints,  apostfef. 
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Nothing  cap  be  vmt  sfH^ted  f^nd  iaterest-  char. 
ing  than  the  eulogium  of  this  lady,  which  i* 

Chaucer  has  put  into  the  mouth  of  her  suitor,  charac^r 

^  oftkc 

princeti. 

I  sawe  her  daunce  so  comply, 
Carol  and  sing  so  swet^ly, 
And  laugh  and  play  so  wopianly, 
And  loken  so  debonairly. 

So  godely  speke  and  so  frendely,  Pf  *^- 

That  certe  I  trowe  that  never  more 
N'as  sene  so  blisful  a  tresore  : 
For  ev^ry  here  on  her  lied,  ifarpar. 

The  sothe  to  say,  it  was  not  red, 
Ne  neither  yelowe'  ne  browne  it  n'as. 
Me  thought  mcyste  like  to  golde  it  was. 

Yf  r.  848. 

But  ^  whiche  visage  had  she  therto ! 
Alas  !  my  herte  is  ™  wonder  wo. 
That  I  ne  can  discriven  it 

veh  895. 

But  thus  moche  I  dare  saine  tiiat  she 
Was  white,  rody,  freshe,  lifely  hewed. 

ver.  904. 


*  wb^t  ^  complexion !  *  won^nmi  ^^ 
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c  HAP.  But  socbe  a  fairenesse  of  a  necke 

XX. 

-■    ■  Ybad  that  swete,  that  bone  nor  " breckc 

1358.        N'as  there  none  se^n  that  misse  satte ; 

It  was  white,   smothe,    streight,    and  pure 

flatte, 
Withouten  hole,  or  *"  canel  bone, 
And  by  sieming,  she  ne  had  none. 
Her  throte,  as  I  have  nowe  memoire, 
Sem'd  as  a  roiinde  tour  of  y  voire. 


Right  faire  folders,  and  body  longc 
She  had,  and  arm^s  ever  ^  lith, 
Fattishe,  fleshy,  nat  grete  ther  with, 
Right  whit6  handes,  and  nail^  rede, 
Ro\inde  brest^s,  and  of  a  gode  ^  brede 
Her  hipp6s  were,  a  streight  flatte  backe ; 
I  knewe  on  her  none  othe^  lacke. 

ver.  939- 

For  certes  nature  had  soche  'leste 
To  make  that  faire,  that  trewly  she, 
•     .     •     •  that  be  it  ner  so  derke, 
Methink'th  I  see  her  evermo. 

ver.  908, 


f  brack,  broken  part.  ®  channel  bone>  clavicle. 

'  taper,  fkxiUe*  **  breadth.  '  hist,  desire^ 
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Her  eyen  sem'd  anone  she  wolde 
Have  mercy,  folly  *  wen  den  so,  .   , 
*  But  it  was  ner  the  rather  do ; 
It  n'as  no  counterfeted  thinge,  '        . 

It  was  her  owne  pure  loking ; 
For  that  the  goddesse  dame  Nature 
Had  made  hem  open  by  mesure 
And  close ;  for,  werp  she  ner  so  glad, 
Her  loking  was  not  folishe  sprad,  - 

Ne  wild^ly,  though  that  she  plaide  ; 
But  er  me  thought  her  eyen  saide, 
'*  By  God,  my  wrathe  is  al  foryeve;" 
Therwith  **  her  liste  so  wel  to  live, 
That  dulnesse  was  of  her  ^  adrad ; 
She  n'as  ^  to  sobre  ne  *  to  glad, 
In  all6  thing6s  more  *  mesure 
Had  never  1  trowe  creature. 

ver.  86(5. 

And  soche  a  godely  swet6  spechc 
Yhad  that  swete,  my  liv6s  *  leche. 


•  fancied. 

•  But  it  was  not  ao )  the  interpretation  was  erroneous. 

•  it  pleased  her.  ""  afraid.  ^  too. 

^  moderation.     This  alludes  to  the  Aristotelian  definitipa  of 
virtue,  as  lying  between  extremes.  •  physician. 
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So  frenifely,  iiid  so  wel  ygtoutided, 
Upon  reson  iW)  wel  yfounded> 
itss;        ^jj^i  gQ  tretable  to  at  gode, 

That  I  dare  swere  wel  by  the  *rod*, 
Of  eloquence  was  never  foride 
So  sweW  a*  liotirning  atid**  faconde, 
Ne  trewer  tSiiged,  rie  sconieid  lasde, 

Ne  ^  bet  conde  hele. 

Ne  chide  she  coulde  never  a  dele. 
That  khoweth  al  the  worlde  ful  wele. 

ver.  919- 

She  hadde  a  witte  so  general. 
So  whole  enclined  to  al  gode, 
That  al  her  witte  was  sette,  by  the'  rode, 
Without  malice,  upon  gladnesse ; 
And  therto  I  sawe  ner  a  lesse 
Harmful  than  she  was  in  doing ; 
i  say  not  that  she  n'  hadde  knowing 
What  harm6  was,  or  ell^s  she 
Had  ^  coulde  no  gode,  so  thinketh  me. 


;    And  I  dare  saine,  and  SA¥ere  it  wele^ 
That  Trouthe  him  selfe  o^sr  al  and  al 
Had  chose  his  manor  principal 


•*  tood,  crosd.        ^  soundii^.        *  flowing.        •  better. 
^  known* 
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In  her^  liiat  washis  resting  pIaC0. 

Therto  she  had  the  inoect^  grace 

To  have  stedfaatc  perscveraunc^,  ^^^* 

And  eae  f  attempre  govemaunce, 

That  ever  1  knew,  or  wiste  yet, 

So  pur6  sofferaunt  was  her  tr it,  "    ' 

Therwith  she  loved  sa  wel  rights  ;  ^^  ^ 

She  wronge  do  woulden  to  no  wight ; 
No  wight  ne  might  do  her  na shame. 
She  loved  so  wel  her  owne  name. 
^  Her  lust  to  holde  no  wight  in  honde, 
Ne  be  thou  '  siker',  she  woWe  not  ^  fonde 
To  holden  no  wight  in  balamnce 
By  halfe  worde,  ne  by  countenance, 


Ne  sende  men  into  Walakie, 

To  Pruise^  and  to  TartariCj, 

To  Alisaundrie,  ne  Turkic, 

And  bidde  him,  fast  anon  that  he 

Go  *  hodelesse  into  the  drie  se, 

And  come  home  by  the  Carrenare ; 

"  And,  sir,  be  ye  nowe  ful  right  ware 


'  temperate.  ^  She  desired.  *  sure, 

i         ''try.  •   'without  a  hood  • 
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CHAP.      That  I  may  of  you  here  men  saine 
■  Worshippe,  "or  that  ye  come  againe  !*' 

1358.        gjjg  ^^  ^g>^  jjQ  soche  •  knack^s  smale. 

ver.  990. 

The  lover  concludes  his  description  by  con- 
juring Chaucer  to  give  full  credit  to  its- fide- 
lity J  to  which  the  poet  answers: 

Sir,  so  do  I ; 
I  **  leve  you  wel,  that  trew61y 
You  thoughten  that  she  was  the  best, 
And  to  beholde  the  ald'fairest,^ 
Who  so  had  loked  with  your  eyen. 

To  which  the  lover  promptly  and  vehemently 
replies. 

With  mine !  nay  al  which  that  her  seen, 
Sai^d  and  swore,  that  it  was  so. 

ver.  1047. 

irrcsdution      Thc  prfucely  narrator  then  goes  on  to  de- 

lovcf.       scribe  the  progress  and  fortune  of  his  love. 

He  remarks  that,  when  he  first  conceived  this 


'  ere,  •  '  tricks.  "  believe. 
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pasisioB,  he  was  extremely  young ;  that  ^  To  ^  xx/* 
Jove  it  was  a  gret  emprise  j*^  but, that,  "  after'         '  ' 
his  yohge  and  childely  wit,**  he  set  himself 

To  love  her  in  his  best6  wise, 
To  do  her  worship  and  servise. 

He  adds  very  beautifully, 

For  P  wonder  faine  1  wolde  her  se; 
So  mokel  it  amended  me, 
That  whan  I  sawe  her  on  amorowe, 
I  was  "^warish'd  of  al  my  sorowe 
Of  al  day  after,  tel  'twere  eve, 
Me  thoughten  nothings  might  me  greve. 

ver.  1097. 

He  then  informs  the  poet  that  for  a  long  time, 
after  he  had  conceived  this  attachment  in  his 
own  mind,  the  lady  of  his  affections  was  en- 
tirely ignorant  of  the  state  of  his  feelings ;  so 
fearful  was  he  to  incur  a  repulse,  or  excite 
her  displeasure.  During  this  time  "  to  kepe 
him  selfe  fro  ydlenesse,"  he  was  often  oc- 
cupied with  making  songs  in  her  praise. 

r— " 

''wondrous.  ^healed, 

VOL.  !!•  M 
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ThiB  reader  perhaps  will  feel  aome  curio-: 
;  sity  to  be  acquainted  with  the  songs  com- 
Hispropc'n-  posccl  by  2L  uamc  sounding  so  venerable  in 
anting  our  ears  as  that  of  John  of  Gaunt,  when  he 
was  a  boy  of  eighteen ;  and  Chaucer  has 
enabled  us  to  gratify  this  natural  desire.  He 
has  given  us  what  his  hero  affirms  to  be  the. 
"  ''alther  first'*  production  of  his  muse.  It 
is  not  indeed  impossible  that  Chaucer  should 
have  thought  proper  to  relieve  the  current  of 
his  lays  by  putting  a  fictitious  sonnet  into  the 
mouth  of  his  personage.  But  there  are  many 
reasons  which  may  persuade  us  that  this  is 
not  the  case.  It  would  in  the  first  place 
have  been  a  somewhat  aukward  and  injudi- 
cious compliment  to  his  princely  friend,  to 
have  represented  him  as  a  versifier,  if  the 
idea  was  altogether  without  foundation.  I 
think  we  may  venture  to  say  that  we  have 
Chaucer's  authority  for  John  of  Gaunt  hav- 
ing paid  his  court  to  the  muses.  Nor 
caa.  any  thing  be    more    natural  than   the 


very  first. 
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apology  with  which  the  lover  introduces  his  chap. 

XX. 

1558. 


XX. 

stanza. 


I  made  song^s  [says  he]  thb  a  grete  dele, 
Although  I  coude  nat  make  so  wele 
Song^,  ne  knewe,  the  arte  so  *  al, 
As  cotidc  Lamek^s  son  *  Tubal. 

ver.  1159. 

He  i^  also  express  in  adding. 

And  lo,  this  was  the  alther  first, 
I  "  n'ot  whether  it  were  the  werst. 

ver.  1173- 

In  like  manner,  in  the  commencement  of  the 
poem,  where  John  of  Gaunt  is  first  intro- 
duced, Chaucer  uses  words  of  similar  pre- 
cision. - 

He  made  of  rime  ten  verse  of  twelve 
Of  a  complain te  unto  tiim  selve, 
He  said  a  lay,  a  maner  songe, 
Withouten  note,  withouten  songe, 


'  aitii^ly.  *  Jubal.  Vide  Genesb^  Chap,  IV,  ver*  21* 

'wbtQOt,  kncywnot.  , 

Ma 
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And  it  was  thi8>  for  wel  I  canr 
^^_^__^_     Reherse  it,  right  as  it  began. 
1333.  "  vcr.  463. 

His  first  Without  further  discussion  then,  the  xeada: 
will  be  pleased  to  accept  the  following  as  the 
specimen  of  the  poetry  of  a  youth  of  eigh* 
teen,  a  son  of  king  Edward  III,  written  in 
t;he  year  1358. 

Lorde,  it  maketh  min  hert6  light. 
Whan  I  thinke  on  that  swet6  wight, 
That  is  so  semely  on  to  se ; 
And  wishe  to  God  it  might  so  be, 
That  she  wolde  holde  me  for  her  knight, 
My  lady,  that's  so  faire  and  bright.  , 

ver.  1175. 

These  verses  however  were  composed  by  the 
royal  lover  purely  for  the  relief  of  his  own 
mind,  and  by  no  means  communicated  to  the 
lady  of  his  affections. 
Chaucer  his    ^  Meauwhilc  they  introduce,  with  sufficient 

poct.cal  ^  '        ^ 

preceptor,  probability,  a  new  circumstance  into  the  life 
of  Chaucer  and  his  patron.  We  have  aU 
ready  seen  that  Chaucer  resided  in  a  house 
assigned  Ixim  by  his  sovereign,  a&  eady  as 
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the  year  i  S58.  He  perhaps  took  possession  chap. 
of  this  bouse  at  an  earlier  period.  It  is  rea-  - 
Bonable  to  conceive  that  he  had  some  connec- 
tion with  th^  royal  family,  and  with  his 
young  friend  the  earl  of  Richmond,  previ- 
ously to  his  .obtaining  so  signal  a  dbtinction 
as  the  donation  of  a  house  distant  but  by  a 
few  yards  from  the  palace  of  Edward  IIL 
Since  then  we  find  that  the  earl  of  Richmond 
had  an  inclination  to  the  writing  English 
verses  at  the  age  of  eighteen,  we  may  well 
conclude  that  he  owed  this  propenisity  to  the 
intercourse  of  Chaucer.  We  are  then,  as  it 
seems,  suflSciently  authorised  to  represent  to 
ourselves  the  father  of  English  poetry,  and 
the  royal  stripling,  reading  together  the  works 
of  imagination  then  in  vogue.  John  of 
Gaunt  was  familiarly  acquainted  with  the 
Troilus  and  Creseide ;  he  had  read  with  his 
admirable  Mentor  the  romances  of  the  great 
Norman  poets ;  and  he  had  had  his  fancy 
excited,  and  his  taste  refined,  by  perusing 
jointly  with  Chaucer,  Statins,  Ovid,  and  the 
other  Latin  classics  whose  works  were  studied 
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CHAP,  with  eagerness  by  the  learned  of  the  four- 
r  teenth  century. 

1358.  ' 

At  length,  after   long   hesitation  and  in- 
ward anxiety,  we  are  informed  that  the  lover 
'   resolved  to  tell  his  tale. 


I  bethought  me  that  dame  Nature 
Ne  form'd  never  in  creature 
So  mochel  bcaute  trew61y 
And  bountie,  withouten  mercy. 

ver.  1195. 


His  ad-      The  manner  of  his  declaration  is  described 

dresses  are        •  ,   ,  ^ 

rejected,    with  exquisitc  beauty  and  truth  of  concep- 
tion. 


In  hope  of  that,  my  tale  I  tolde 
With  sorowe',  as  that  I  never  sholde, 
For  ned^s,  and  maugre  mine  hede  ; 
I  muste  have  tolde  her,  or  be  dede : 
I  n'ot  wel  howe  that  I  began, 
Ful  *  y  vil  reherce  it  I  cau, 

For  mj^ny  a  worde  I  overskipte 


'  evil,  ill. 
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In  telling  my  tale,  for  pure  fere 
Lest  that  my  word6s  ^  misseset  were. 

ver.  1199, 

*  • 

To  this  declaration  of  his  afFefctions  he  en- 
counters a  repulse,  which  for  one  year  re- 
duced him  to  the  lowest  despair,  so  that,  dur- 
ing that  period, 

trew61y  he  had  no  nede, 
Ferther  than  at  his  bedd^s  hede 
Neyer  a  day  to  sechen  sorrowe, 
He  fonde  it  redy  every  morowe. 

ver.  125  3. 


^  miiseset  w^re,  should  be  unskilful,  should  fail  of  persuasion. 
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CHAP.  XXL 


OUTLINE  OF  CHAUCER'S  POEM  OF  THE  PARLIA. 
MEI^  OF  BIRDS. 


XXL 
1358 


^xx\.^  1  HE  first  poem  which  Chaucer  wrote,  so 
far  as  can  now  be  ascertained,  after  he  en- 
tered into  the  service  of  the  court, '  is  va- 
riously styled  in  different  manuscripts.  The 
Assembly  of  Fowls,  and  the  Parliament  of 
Birds.  The  subject  of  this  poem  is  the  suit 
or  courtship  of  John  of  Gaunt  just  mention-* 
ed,  and  appears  to  have  been  written  before 
the  lady  had  accepted  the  addresses  of  her 
illustrious  suitor*  The  natural  construction 
therefore  to  be  put  upon  such  a  perform'ancc 
is,  that  it  implies  a  considerable  degree  of  fa- 
miliarity and  confidence  between  the  poet 
and  the  persons  who  are  the  subject  of  it : 
and  indeed  it  is  not  improbable  that  it  was 
penned  at  the  request  of  the  lover,  for  the 
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purpose  of  softening  the  obduracy  of  his  nxis*  chap. 
tress*s  resistance.     As  the  lady  is  represented ; 


in  the  course  of  the  poem  as  deferring  the 
suit  of  her  admirer  for  a  twelvemonth,  a  cirr 
cumstance  which  occurs  again  in  the  Book  dF 
the  Duchess  above  quoted,  and  as  the  mar- 
riage was  solemnised  in  May  1359,  the  date 
of  the  poem  obviously  falls  upon  the  year 
1358. 

This  first  courtly  composition  of  Chaucer  imi«««i«« 
we  may  believe  was  written  by  the  young  J^ 


poet  with  great  care,  and  no  ordinary  degree  ^^0^,^^^ 
of  anxiety  to  produce  something  worthy  of  ^°'^*^' 
the  masters  into  whose  service  he  had  en- 
tered. It  was  a  new  field  that  he  was  to 
occupy  ;  and  it  was  with  very  different  feel- 
ings that  he  sat  down  to  write.  Hitherto  he 
had  been  a  poet  in  the  purest  and  most  un- 
mingled  sense  of  that  word.  He  gave  him- 
self up  to  the  impressions  of  nature,  and  to 
the  sensations  he.  experienced.  He  studied 
the  writings  of  his  contemporaries,  and  of 
certain  of  the  ancients.  He  was  learned,  ac- 
cording to  the  learning  of  his  day.  He  wrote, 
became   he  felt  himself  impelled  to  write. 
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CHAP.  He  analysed  the  models  which  were  before 

XXI. 

r  him.     He  sought  to  please  his  friends  and 

fellow-scholars  in  the  two  universities.  He 
aspired  to  an  extensive  and  lasting  reputa- 
tion. He  formed  the  gigantic  and  arduous 
plan  of  giving  poetry  to  a  language,  which 
could  as  yet  scarcely  be  said  to  have  any 
poetry  to  boast. 

KisFariia-       Now  hc  was  placed  in  a  diflferent  .scene. 

mentof  "  * 

'  ^*'*^»-  Without  bearing  the  title  of  the  court-poet, 
he  was  the  court-poet  in  reality.  He  had  no 
competitor.  His  superiority  was  universally 
acknowledged.  He  had  been  borne  along  on 
the  tide  of  his  acknowledged  reputation  to 
the  eminence  he  at  present  occupied.  He 
had  the  character  of  his  counjry  to  sustain  j 
and  the  literature  of  a  nation  rested  upon  his 
shoulders. 

To  every  man  a  scene  presented  to  the  eye 
is  impressive,  much  beyond  the  effect  of  any 
abstraction  appealing  to  the  understanding. 
This  is  still  more  the  case  with  a  poet,  than 
with  any  other  man.  Chaucer  had  hitherto 
written  for  such  as  were  lovers  and  discemers 
of  true  poetry,  without  well  knowing,  except 
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perhaps  within  a  limited  circle,  where  they  chap, 
were  to  be  found.     He  now  wrote  for  the ' 
court  of  England,  a  court  which  at  this  mo- 
ment was  higher  in  lustre  and  character  than 
any  other  in  the -world.     He  wrote  for  the 
conquerors  of  Cressy  and  Poitiers.     He  had 
before  him   sir  John    Chandos,   sir  Walter 
Manny,  and  the  other  heroes  who  had  won 
immortal  note  on  those  plains,      John  king 
of  France,  and  several  of  the  first  personages  - 
of  that  <;ountry,  were  now  prisoners  in  Lon- 
don. Edward  III  was,  it  may  be,  no  profound 
scholar,  nor  eminent  judge  of  poetical  com- 
ppsition.      But   the   ardent   imagination   of 
Chaucer  was  not  to  be  stopped  by  such  im- 
pediments.    He^  knew  that  a  piece  in  which 
he  celebrated  the  loves  of  a  favourite  son  of 
the  king,  would  be  often  mentioned  in  the 
highest  circles,  and  the  name  of  its  author 
often  repeated.     He  aspired,  it  may  be,  to 
that  fame  which  the  writer  himself  may  hear, 
which  brings  strangers  and  scholars  and  per- 
sons of  eminence  to  desire  the  happiness  of 
knowing  him,  and  which  surrounds  him  with 
grateful  whispers  whenever  he   appears,  as 
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CHAT  ^^^  ^  ^^  ''^^^  ^^^®  which  breathes  incense  . 
^^^''     from  the  venerable  tomb  a  thousand  yeare 

after  the  poet  is  no  more. 
PbnoTihe       The  Parliament  of  Birds  i^  a  poem  marked 

Mem* 

with  pregnancy  of  fancy  and  felicity  of  kn- 
guage.  It  is  written  in  Rhythm  RoysQ,  the 
same  species  of  stanza  as  that  of  the  Court 
of  Love  and  the  Troilus  and  Creseide*  It 
begins  with  an  extract,  beautifully  expressed, 
Somnium    of  Cicero's  Somnium  Scipionis  from  the  com- 

Scipionis.  ^  * 

mentaries  of  Macrobius*  The  following 
stanzas  will  remind  every  reader  of  the  man- 
ner of  Spenser,  mellifluous,  soothing  and 
animated* 

Then  asked  *he,  if  folke  that  here  ben  dede 
Have  life  and  dwellyng  in  an  other  place  ? 
And  *AfFrican  saied,  ^  Ye,  withouten  *drcde. 
And  how  our  present  worldly  liv^'s  space 
N'is  but  a  nianer  deth,  what  waie  we  trace, 


■  Scipto  the  younger,  the  destroyer  of  Numantia  and  Car- 
thage. 

•  Scipio  the  elder,  the  conqueror  of  Hannibal,  whom  the 
youoger  sees  in  his  dream. 

*  Yea.  *  doubt. 
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And  rightful!  folke  shuU  gon,  after  thti  die,    char 
To  hev'n,  a,nd  shewed  hini  the  galaxie.  ssssssai 

Then  sl:e\v'd  he  him  the  little  yerth  that 

here  is 
Taregardc  of  the  heven's  quantity, 
And  after  shewed  he  hym  the  nine  ^  speris^ 
And  after  that  the  melodie  herd  he. 
That  Cometh  of  thilke  sperms  thris6  thre, 
That  Welles  of  musike  ben  and  melodie 
In  •  this  worlde  here,  and  cause  of  harmonic; 

Then  saied  he  him,  Sens  that  yerth  was  so 

lite, 
And  full  of  torment,  and  of  hard^  grace. 
That  he  ne^huld  hym  in  this  worlde  delrte'; 
Tlien  told  he  him,  in  certain  yer^s  space 
That  eyiy  sterre  should  come  into  his  place  * 
Therj5  it  was  first,  and  all  *  should  out  of  mind 
That  in  this  worlde  is  doen  of  all  mankynd. 

ver.50. 

The  poet  had  spent,  as  he  says,  a  whole 
day  in  the  study  of  the  Somnium  Scipionis^ 
He  informs  us  that  he  was  extremely  fond 


^  iphereg.         *  lieav«n*  '  ahottld  be  foi^Qtteiu 
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CHAP,  of  reading;  and  illustrates  this  by  an  appo- 
\  site  simile. 

For  out  of  the  olde  feld^s,  as  men  saieth, 
Cometh  all  this  newe  corne  fro  yere  to  yere ; 
And  out  of  old6  bok^s,  in  gode  faieth, 
Cometh  all  this  newe  science  that  men  *lere, 

ver.  22. 

At  length  the  sun  sets,  the  light  by  which  he 
was  reading  is  gone,  and  Chaucer  betakes 
himself  to  bed.  He  dreams ;  and  imagines 
himself,  like  the  hero  of  the  Sqmnium  Scipionis^ 
attendedby  the  vanquisher  of  Hannibal.  The 
passage  with  which  he  introduces  his  dream, 
forcibly  brings  to  mind  a  similar  passage  in 
Shakespear,  though  it  must' be  admitted  iiji 
this  instance  that  the  imitator  has  greatly 
surpassed  his  original. 

Tlie  werie  hunter  sleping  in  his  bedde, 
The  Avodde  ayen  his  minde  goeth  anone ; 
The  judg6  dremeth  how  his  plees  be  spedde ; 
The  carter  dremeth  how  his  cartas  gone ; 
The  riche  of  golde ;  the  knight  fight  with 
his^fone,  '. 

learn*  *"  foes. 
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The  sicke  *  yniette  he  drinketh  of  the  ^  tonne ;'  c  h  a  p. 
The  lover  *  mette  he  hath  his  ladie  wonne  ^        ^^^' 

ven  99', 

Under  the  conduct  of  the  venerable  Afri-  'temple  of 

Love. 

canus,  Chaucer  arrives  at  a  park  and  a  temple, 
which  prove  to  be  consecrated  to  the  God  of 
Love.  Considerable  effort  and  vigour  of 
mind  are  employed  in  a  description  of  the 
scenery.  The  principal  particulars  which 
Chaucer  has  introduced  in  his  accoimt  of  the 
temple  and  the  grounds  immediately  adja- 
cent, are  to  be  found  indeed  in  the  seventh 


^  dreams.  *  tun. 

-*  She  gallops  night  by  iiight 


Through  lovers*  brains^  and  then  they  dre^m  of  love  j 
O  er  courtiers'  knees,  that  dream  on  curtsies  straight  i   r 
O'er  lawyers*  fingers^  who  straight  dream  on  {ee& ; 

Sometimes  she  driveth  o'er  a  soldier's  neck, 
And  then  dreams  he  of  cutting  foreign  throats^ 
Of  breaches,  ambuscadoes,  Spanish  blades. 
Of  healths  five  fathom  deep  3  and  then  anon 
Drums  in  his  ear ;  at  which  he  starts,  and  wakes  $ 
«\nd,  being  thus  frighted,  swean  a  prayer  or  two^ 
And  sleeps  again. 

Romeo  and  Juliet,  act  II,  scene  i. 
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c  H  A  p.,  book  o^  Boccaccio's  Teseide.    Chauccr^s  imi- 

XXI.. 

tation  however,  which  is  by  no  means  a 
close  one,  contains  many  nice  and  beautiful 
touches,  as  well  as  some  trivial  and  mean 
expressions,  which  are  not  to  be  found  in 
Boccaccio^  Among  the  former  may  be  cited 
his  description  of  the  breeze  which  blows  iix 
the  Garden  .  of  Love,  while  the  birds  rarol 
aloft.  ^ 

Therewith  a  miide,  *  unneth  it  might  be  lessee 
Made  in  the  lev&  g^ene  a  noisd  soft,    • 
Accordant  to  f he  foulfe'  song  on  loft. 

ver.  201# 

The  circumstance  is  also  subtly  imagined^ 
and  purely  his  own,  with  which  he  describes 
Venus,  who  had  retired  to  an  obscure  corner 
in  her  temple ;  though  it  has  the  defect  of 
repeating  one .  clause  of  the  passage  last 
quoted. 

Darke  was  that  place,  but  afterward  lightnesse 
I  saw  a "  lite,  "  unnethes  it  might  be  lesse. 

ver.  263^ 

■  learceljr.  ■  little. 
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It  may  be  regdrdecj  ^s  a  singular  circuni-  chap, 
stance,  and  characteristic  of  the  imperfect  re- 
finement of  the  times  in  which  Chaucer  lived, 
that  a  somewhat  licentious  description  of 
Priapus  and  Venus  is  introduced  into  a  poem 
certainly  designed  for  the  perusal  of  a  virgin 
)princess,  of  great  youth,  and  unimpeaphable 
modesty.  These  are  also  among  the  pas- 
sages which  are  without  a  counterpart  in 
Boccaccio. 

Meanwhile  it  is  by  no  means  clear,  as  has  Mr.Tyr- 
formerly  been  remarked  %  whether  Chaucer    ftitcd. 
took  the  story  of  Palamon  and  Arcite  firom 
Boccaccio,  or  from  the  Latin  author  from 
whom  Boccaccio  confesses  that  he  drew  his  * 
materials.     From  the  circumstance  that  the 
description  of  the   Garden  and  Temple  of 
Love,  introduced  by  Chaucer  in  this  place^ 
and  which  he  has  borrowed  from  the  Teseide^^ 
or  story  of  PalamOn  and  Arcite,  is  not  to  be 
found  in  the  Knightes  Tale,  the  abridgment 
of  that  story  in  Chaucer's  collection  of  Can- 


'•  Chap.XVIIL 
VOL.  II.  N 
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^5^*-  tcrimfy  lWc8,  Mr*  Tyrwhk  thinks  feimself 
wi  -entkkd  tb  mfer  %  "  that  the  Poem  of  Pak- 

iQDm  im^  Arctte  timet  have  been  compoeed 
ot  a  liter  period/'  tham  the  Pariiamenft  trf 
iKcds.  This  proof  however  is  by  no  meafis 
tjonaplcte.  It  would  follow  indeed  that  the 
fl^affl^nt  of  Birds  was  written  prior  to  ihe 
Cantierbury  Tales ;  hvtt  to  establish  that  fiKt 
mo  iiatdirect  ^evidence  is  necessary.  What  ^pas- 
sages might  have  existed  in  Chaucer's  ori- 
ginai  unsuccessful  poem  of  Pdammi  and 
Ardte,  no  trace  of  which  is,  now  to  be  dis- 
covered in  his  tabri^gmcnt  of  it  entitled  the 
Knightes  Tal^  a  reader  of  the  present  a^  is 
»  by  no  means  con^f^'ent  to  determine. 
Inequality  The  most  ^acifxg  feuJt  imputable  to  the 
wvTk.  poem  we  are  here  considering^  is  that  the 
cwftkr  and  die  latter  half  of  the  coapositian 
mt  by  no  means  x^  similar  substance,  or  wdl 
acooni  with  each  other.  The  first  three 
kmdred  verses  are  of  lofty  port  and  elevated 
character.     Nothing  can  be  of-  graver  mean- 


'  Canlerbttrjr  Tahs,  natm  on  ver.  1920, 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


LIFE  OF  CHAUCEIL  17* 

tng,  more  interesting  to  the  fancy,  of  mort  cm  \p. 
delicately,  expressed,  ^han  Chaucer**  abstract  nA 

of  the  Somnium  Scipioms.  To  this  succeed  the 
Garden  and  Temple  of  Love,  which,  if  they 
ure  not  subjects  of  altogether  so  imposing  a 
nature  as  the  former,  are  yet  fanciful,  elevat- 
ed, and  full  of  poetical  representation,  Tlii 
description  of  these  being  complete,  what  re- 
mains is  that  part  of  the  poem  which  mott 
properly  answers  to  the  title  j  the  parliament, 
or  assembly,  of  birds  on  St.  Valentine's  day 
to  choose  their  mates.  Chaucer  here  quits 
the  Temple,  and  goes  again  into  the  garden, 
where,  in  a  lawn,  seated  on  a  hill  of  flowers, 
and  overcanopied  with  halls  and  bowers  com-  - 
posed  of ,  the  branches  of  trees,  he  finds  the 
**  quene,  the  noble  goddesse.  Nature,'*  with 
the  fowls  of  every  different  species  assembled 
round  her. 

This  part  of  the  poem  is  executed  with  a  ponvoct. 

'  -  ^  "*  tion  of 

very  active  fancy,  and  the  characters  of  the    ^^^^ 
various  birds  are  excellently  sustained.  Chau- 
cer divides  his  fowls  into  four  classes;  the 
birds  of  ptey,  the  water-fowl,  those  which 
live  upon  insects  and  reptiles,  and  those  which 

N  2 
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CHAP,  are  nourished  with  seeds:  and  each  of  these 
classes  has  its  representative ;  the  falcon  for 
the  birds  of  prey,  the  goose,  for  the  water- 
fowl, the  cuckow  for  the  worm-eaters,  and 
the  turtle  for  the  eaters  of  seed.  The  epithets 
applied  to  these  personages  are  well  chosen, 
tiot  discovering  the  lazy  and  insignificant  cha- 
racter often  imputable  to  the  epithets  of  in- 
ferior poets,  but  being  all  appropriate  and 
expressive  :  and  there  is  considerable  humour 
in  the  vulgarity  of  the  goose,  the  base  self- 
ishness of  the  cuckow,  and  tjie  characteristic 
attributes  of  various  other  fowls  which  are 
successively  introduced. 

But,  after  all,  there  is  something  meagre 
and  unnatural  in  this  sort,  of  allegory,  where 
Chaucer  introduces .  the  lovers  he  means  to 
compliment,  under  the  personage  of  birds. 
We  feel  no  Sympathies  for  the  amours  of  his 
male  and  female  eagles.  If  the  poet  who  at- 
tempts a  plan,  of  this  sort,  introduces  any  re- 
fined and  animated  sentiments,  he  violates 
the  propriety  of  his  allegory;  and,  if  he  ad- 
heres to  the  decorum  of  the  fiction  he  has  to 
sustain,  he  becomes  insupportably  frigid  and 
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tedious.  There  are  indeed  a  ridiculous  in-  '^^^.^' 
equality  and  unconnectedness  coaspicuous 
through  the  whole  of  this  poem.  Scipio 
Africanus  is  introduced  with  no  propriety  as 
Chaucer's  conductor  to  the  Temple  of  Love ; 
and  it  would  have  been  a  still  greater  ab-- 
surdity  if  he  had  been  shown  among  the 
nightingales  and  thrushes  stung  with  the  pas-^ 
sion  of  the  spring  on  St.  Valentine's  day. 
Accordingly  he  is  conveniently  dropped.  He 
is  just  shown  in  the  commencement  of  the 
narrative,  and  is  heard  of  no  more.  We  do 
not  know  that  he  even  enters  the  Garden  of 
Love,  at  the  door  of  which  he  serves  the  poet 
in  the  capacity  of  a  gentleman-usher. 

The  heroine  of  the  poem,   according  to  The  he- 
Chaucer  s  arrangement  of  it,  is  respresented    ^cr  mit. 

ors. 

as  a  female  eagle  perched  upon  the  hand  of 
the  goddess  Nature.  Three  pretenders  to  her 
favour  are  introduced.  Who  these  are  it  is 
impossible  for  us  at  this  distance  of  time  to 
determine ;  but  it  is  probable  that  the  num- 
ber, and  some  other  circums^nces  which  are 
telated  respecting  them,  are  founded  in  f^ptt 
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^xx/'  '^^  ^^^*  ^^  plainly  the  earl  of  Richmond, 
■^'■;       ■  who  presents  himself 

With  hed  euclin'd,  and  with  ful  humble  chere. 

ver.  414* 

The  second  eagle  founds  his  pretensions  upon 
the  length  of  his  attachment.  The  third, 
like  the  first,  builds  hishope  of  success  only 
upon  the  fervour  of  his  passion*  They  are 
all  treated  with  consicierable  respect  by  Chau- 
cer, They  are  all  eagles ;  and  he  a^ds  ia 
5umnxing  up  their  addresses, 

Of  al  iny  life,  syth  that  day  I  was  bamej 
So  gentle  *^ple,  in  love  or  other  thinge, 
Ne  herdtn  never  no  man '  me  beforne. 

ver.  484. 

Tl»c  balance  however  is  forcibly  made  to  lean 
jn  favour  of  the  first,  or  royal  eagle ;  and  his 
suit,  thovgh  not  accepted,  is  only  deferred  for 
a  y$ar,  with  every  omen  of  final  success. 


J  m.'    >i  .'.■  J I  ri     ' }  j- 


•  Plea,  *■  before  in^,  previously  to  this  example, 
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This  s^bj€ct  being  dispatched* tl^  a^s^siUy  ^fi  ^  p- 
of  birds,  yihio  had  b^e»  exce^ifigjly  eagjer  for  =========^ 

tbeir  disngdssion,  is  dissolved.  ttic  conciu. 

tiOB.     . 

And  lorde  the  bli^se  and  joye  which'  thajt 

they  make! 
For  ech  gan  other  in  his  wing^s  take, 
And  with  '  her  neck^s  eche  gan  other  *  winde, 
Thankinge   alway  the    noble'    goddesse    of 

'^kinde. 

ver.  669. 

At  length,  the  shouting  that  "  the  foules  made 
at  'her  flight  away''  rouses  the  poet  from  bis 
dream. 

I  woke,  and  other  bok6s  took  me  to 
To  rede  upon,  and  *  yet  I  red^  alway. 

ver.  690. 

This  couplet  deserved  to  be  quoted  as  an  chaucer^s 

*  ^        *  studious 

evidence   of  the   poet's   habits.      We  have  Fop««i- 
here  Chaucer's  own  testimony,  that  he  was 
a  man  of  incessant  reading  and  literary  curi- 


their,  *  embrace.  "  nature.  *  stilh 
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CHAP,  osity,  and  that/ even  at  thirty  years  of  age, 

■  and  amid3t  the  allurements  of  a  triumphant 

*    and  ostentatious  court,  one  of  the  first  and 

most  insatiable  passions  of  his  mind  was  the 

love  of  books. 
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CHAR  XXIL 


OUTLINB  OF  THE  POEM  ENTITLED  CHAUCER'S 
DREAM. -.MARtOAGE  OF  THE  EARL  OF  RICH- 
MOND. 


x^H AUGER'S  next  production  is  that  en-  chap. 
titled  his  Dream,  and  was  first  printed  by  Mn    ^^^' , 
Speght,  in  the  edition  of  1597.     It  may  be    ^^^ 
regarded  as  an  epithalamium  upon  the  mar« 
riage  of  the  earl  of  Richmond  and  the  princess 
Blanche,  which  took  place  on  the  nineteenth 
of  May    1359%     It  was  therefore  written 
i^er,  probably  immediately  after^   that  pe- 


*  Walsingham>  ad  ann.  She  is  styled  countess  of  Rich- 
mondy  in  a  patent  in  Rymer^  dated  2S  August  in  this  year; 
Foedera,  Tom.  VL 
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CHAP,  riod  :  in  the  eighth  line  the  author  speaks  of 
XXII.  ^  ,  .     '^ 

r  May  as  the  season  of  its  composiaon. 

1359.  ^  .  • 

Story  of  the  Thc  story  of  the  poem  is  peculiarly  wild, 
^"^^  and  is  a  finished  speciijien  of^  that  species  of 
,  composition  which  was  most  the  taste  of  the 
day,  Chaucer  feigns  himself  to  be  trans- 
ported in  his  sleep  into  a  country  inhabited 
ouIy  by  womenv  which  was  adorned  with 
e\^ry  beauty  that  could  qharm  the  ^c»se> 
and  was  emphatically  the  seat  of  peace,  in- 
nocence and  joy.  The  queen  of  this  country 
was  bound,  by  the  law  of  her  sovereignty,  to 
repair  once  in  seven  years  to  a  fiir  distant 
*^-  Island i 'for  the  purpose  of  gathering  three 
^  lapplcs,  each  of  them  possessing  a  secret  and 
^pematural  virtue ;  the  first  preserving  for 
ever  the  beauty  and  youth  of  the  possessor,^ 
the  second  nourishing  by  the  bare  sight  more 
powerfuHy  than  the  choicest  meats,  and  thc 
third  having  the  property  of  defending  it& 
possessor  from  all  attacks  of  sorrow  or  dis- 
quietude. The  queen  is  absent  on  this  ex-» 
pedition  at  the  time  of  Chaucer's  arrival  j  but 
her  return  is  soon  after  announced. 

She  returns  however  less  fortunate  thaa 
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§he  had  been   on  former    occasions.      She  chap. 
brings  with  her  two  strangers,  a  lady  ^^^  n  ^     n 
a  knight:  the  lady  had  anticipated  her  in    *^^* 
the  object  of  her  expedition,  the  gatherii^ 
of  the  apples ;  and  the  knight,  at  the  mo- 
ment of  her  disappointment  in  this  purpose^ 
had    attempted  to  seize  her  by  force,  and 
carry  her  on  board  his  ship.     He  was  pre- 
vented from  accomplishing  his  design  by  the 
lady  who  had  gathered  the  apples. 

It  afterward  appears,  that  this  knight,  who 
was  also  the  son  and  heir  of  a  king,  had  been 
many  years  on  his  travels,  in  quest  of  an 
unknown  lady  whom  he  felt  himself  destined 
to  espouse.  He  na  sooner  sees  the  queen 
who  had  sailed  to  the  island  of  the  apples, 
than  he  is  convinced  that  die  is  the  object 
in  pursuit  of  whom  he  had  visited  a  thou- 
sand countries;  and,  transpQi:ted  at  so  for- 
tunate a  discovery,  he  i§  hurried  into  an  act 
of  violence  of  which  he  speedily  repents- 
The  strangf  r  lady  takes  both  the  queen  an4 
knight  on  board  her  vessel,  and  conducts 
tJbeia  to  the  ccHwtry  where  the  return  of  the 
fbrmer  had  been  impatiently  expected* 
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^xxir  The  queen  However,  offended  at  the  li- 
-cence  he  had  assumed,  or  averse  to  every 
idea  of  matrimony,  no  sooner  finds  herself  at 
home,  than  she  sends  notice  to  her  presump- 
tuous suitor  that  he  must  prepare  to  quit  her 
country.  The  knight,  overwhelmed  with  this 
repulse,  falls  into  a  swoon.  Immediately 
after,  Cupid,  God  of  Love,  arrives,  with  a 
great  and  splendid  navy,  and  wounds  the 
queen  to  the  heart.  The  consequence  is  such 
as  might  be  expected :  the  parties  are  con- 
tracted to  each  other,  and  the  knight  returns 
to  his  paternal  dominions,  that  he  may  bring 
thence  such  an  attendance  as.  may  best  do 
honour  to  the  solemnity  of  their  marriage. 

For  this  purpose  he  is  provided  by  the 
queen  with  a  miraculous  ship  which,  with- 
out need  of  mast  or  rudder,  and  with  a 
course  changed  by  neither  calm  nor  tempest, 
sails  in  any  direction  at  the  pleasure  of  its 
master.  It  has  the  further  property  of  en- 
larging its  dimensions;  and, when  the  knight 
with  sixty  thousand  attendants  comes  down 
to  the  sea- shore  of  his  native  place  for  the 
purpose  of  returning  to  his  princess,  it  af-* 
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fords  to  evay  one  erf  them  the  most  perfect  chap. 
accommodation.  An  unexpected  calamity: 
however  awaits  him :  he  found  that  his  fa- 
ther had  died  during  his  absence ;  and,  the 
preparation  for  the  splendour  of  hi&  intended' 
nuptials  taking  up  more  time  than  he  fore- 
saw, he  exceeds  the  period  stipulated  for  his 
reappearance.  The  queen,  believing  that  her 
knight  has  deceived  her,  and  ashamed  to 
have  so  lightly  yielded  her  troth,  resolves 
to  die,  rather  than  encounter  the  censures 
which  will  fasten  upon  her  good  name.  The 
knight  on  his  arrival  is  informed  that  she  is 
no  more,  and  immediately  strikes  his  dagger 
to  his  heart.  The  bodies  of  the  lovers,  to- 
gether with  their  mourners,  are  transported 
to  the  knight's  country,  and  the  deceased  are 
lodged  in  a  magnificent  abbey  there,  where 
it  had  been  usual  for  the  kings,  his  ancestors, 
to  be  buried. 

The  next  morning,  a  very  beautiful  bird 
with  feathers  of  blue  and  green  edged  with 
gold,  enters  the  abbey,  alights  upon  the  bier 
of  the  queen,  and  sings  successively  three 
songs  in  a  low  and  melodious  voice.  At 
length  the  little  chorister  is  accidentally  dis- 
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c  R  A  ?.  turbed ;  and,  attempdng  to  escape,  flits  witk 
mu  IT!  such  force  against  the  window,  that  he  falls 
to  the  ground,  and  immediately  expires. 
Another  bird  presently  after  enters  the  abbey 
with  an  herb  in  his  mouth,  from  which  he 
takes  a  seed  that  he  puts  into  the  beak  of 
his  comrade.  The  dead  bird  immediately 
revives,  and  they  fly  away  together.  The 
abbess  of  the  monastery,  having  observed 
this  spectacle,  resolves  to  try  the  same  ex- 
periment upon  the  queen,  which  is  attended 
with  similar  success.  The  queen  and  knight 
are  both  restored  to  life,  and  their  nuptials 
are  celebrated  with  every  manifestation  of 
splendour  and  joy. 
itshistori-  Mr.  Tyrwhit  has  very  idly  suggested  a 
catbn.  doubt  whether  this  poem  were  really  com- 
posed on  occasion  of  the  marriage  of  the  earl 
of  Richmond  with  the  princess  Blanche  :  for 
so  I  understand  his  assertion,  that  "  the  sup- 
posed plan  of  this  poem,  prefixed  to  it  by 
Mr.  Speght,  is  a  mere  fancy  *".*'     The  co- 


^  Account  of  the  Works  of  Chaucer,  prefixed  to  Tjrrwhit'i 
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iiKideoces  Jrowcrer  which  occur  in  the  couxse  c  h  a^. 

VI  the  piece  are  so  mimerous,  as  to  place  its  ■-■i 

a^^Ucation  bej^ond  all  re»aonable  doubte  Ifi 
verse  1-990  dwuictr  tdls  us  ejcpressly  that  the 
TOMrriagc  of  his  fabulous  personages  took 
place  in  May ;  and  the  earl  of  Richmond 
was  married  on  May  the  nineteenth.  Many 
odier  ccMToborating  circumstances  we  shall 
hereafter  have  occasion  to  mention «.  Indeed 
there  is  scarcely  one  of  Chaucer's  productions 
the  date  and  object  of  which  are  more  clearly 
asocrtaiaed  by  internal  evidence,  than  the  one 
we  are  here  considering,   , 

Beside  the  mere  story  of  the  poem,  it  also 
contains  a  number  of  particulars,  essentially 
illustrating  the  life  of  the  writer.  It  is  from 
this  performance  principally  that  we  have  al- 
ready extracted  the  passages  which  tend  to 
ascertain  the  commencement  of  his  residence 
at  Woodstock^. 

But  the  most  interesting  articles  of  intelli-  chaucer»s 

•  1  It         /^t  •  •  1  ~  amour*, 

gence  introduced  by  Chaucer  into  the  poem, 


Vol  II,  Chap-  XXIX.  ^  Chap.  XIX- 
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^%^i'  ^^^^^^  *^  ^^®  ^^^  amours  j  and  an  this  pointy 
•  whether  designedly  or  not,  he  has  furnished 
material  information,  '  In  his  piece  of  the 
Court  of  Love,  written  at  eighteen  years  of 
age,  he  represents  himself  as  already  smitten 
by  the  tender  passion,  and  even  as  having 
experienced  encouragement  and  acceptance 
from  the  highborn  mistress  he  adored  *".  This 
was  however  eithet  a  fictitious  adventure,  or 
the  impulse  of  a  raw  and  youthful  fancy 
whicl](  was  immediately  after  suppressed.  In 
his  next  subsequent  productions  he  repeat- 
edly assures  us  tljat  he  is  a  stranger  to  the 
passion  of  love.  Thus  in  the  Troilus  and 
Creseide, 

For  I  that  God  of  Levi's  servauntes  serve, 
Ke  dare  to  love,  for  mine  unlikelinesse  : 

Book  I,  ver.  15. 

and  again. 

Eke  though  I  speke  of  love  unfelingly 

'Chap.  XII. 
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No  wonder  is,  for  it  no  thinge  of  newe  13,       chap. 
A  blinde  man  can  not  judgen  wel  in  hewis :    sssas 

Book  II,  ver.  ifl*        ^^^*' 

and  agairi^ 

For  al  my  word^s  hercf,  and  every  part, 
I  speke  hem  al  under  correction 
Of  you  that  fcling  have  in  lov6's  art 

Book  III,  ven  1337. 

In  like  manner  in  the  Parliament  of  feiirds^ 
Vrritten  in  1358^ 

For  all  be  that  I  knowe  hdt  love  m  detie^ 
Ne  wbt  how  that  he  quiteth  folke  '  her  hire. 
Yet  happeth  me  ful  ofte  in  bok6s  rede 
Of  his  miracles. 

ten  8/ 

In  the  pdefti   now   undet    consideratiori  His  pas. 
however,  which  was  written   in   less   than    ^^^**'» 
twelve  months  after  the  Parliament  of  Birds^ 
Chaucer  has  completely  changed  his   tone* 


VOL.  lU  O 
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CHAP.  In  the  commencement  he  expresses  himself 

XXII. 

!  beautifully  and  unaffectedly,  in  the  very  style 


1359. 


of  a  man  smitten  with  a  genuine  passion. 

Of  aventure  withputen  light, 
In^May  I  lay  upon  a  night 
Alone,  and  on  my  lady  thought, 
And  how  the  Lord  that  her  y  wrought, 
Couth  wel  «  entaile  in  imagery, 
And  shewed  had  grete  maistery, 
When  he  in  so  litel  a  space 
Made  such  a  body  and  a  face, 
So  grete  beautie  with  **  swiche  fetures, 
'  More  than  in  other  creatures. 


ver*  7. 


And  presently  after. 

For  on  thiswise,—— 
Not  al  waking,  ne  ful  on  slepe, 
About  such  hour  as  lovers  wepe, 
And  crie  aftpr  ther  ladies'  grace, 
Befell  me  *  tho  this  wonder  ^  cace, 
Whiche  ye  shal  here. 


ver.  51. 


'  canre>  sculpture.        ^  iuch»        '  tfaen.        ^  case^  incid^t« 
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Nor  is  Chaucer  contented  with  these  inci-  chap, 

XXII. 

dental  allusions  to  the  lady  of  his  afFections,       .  mj 

i359» 

but  introduces  her  ^  a  principal  personage  in  xhcob/cct 
his  tale.     It  i§  she  who  has  anticipated  the    ttodi^"ed 
heroine  in  gathering  the  mysterious  apples^    lonageui 
Who  rescues  her  irom  the  presumptuous  at- 
tempt of  the  knight  her  lover,  and  who  re- 
conducts her  in  safety  to  her  native  domi- 
nions.    Chaucer  was  an  attentive  spectator  of 
the  arrival  and  reception  of  the  princess* 

And  thus  avisingi  with  chere  ^  sad, 
All  sodaihly  I  was  right  glad, 
That  greter  joy,  as  I  mote  thrive, 
I  trow  had  never  man  on  live, 
Than  I  tho,  ne  an  herte  more  light, 
When  of  mjr  lady  I  had  sight. 
Which  with  the  quene  ycome  was  there, 
And  in  one  clothing  both  they  were. 

ver,  299* 

Cupid  too,  when  introduced  upon  the  scene, 
is  not  more  remiss  in  his  attentions  to  Chau- 
cer's mistress,  than  to  the  queen  herself. 


o  a 
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CHAR      And,  as  me  thought,  more  frendlely 
^gggsss^     Unto  my  lady*,  and  godelely 
1359.        He  spake,  than  any  that  was  there. 
•     •♦•••#♦••#• 
Wherefore  long  in  procession 
Many  a  pace  arme  under  other 
He  "  welke,  and  so  did  with  none  other. 

ver.  821. 

At  length  the  lady  determines  to  return  to  her 
own  country.  On  this  Chaucer  represents 
'  the  queen  as  in  the  highest  degree  afflicted, 
and  even  proffering  to  resign  her  crown  in 
favour  of  her  guest,  the  better  to  induce  her 
not  to  withdraw  from  her  society. 

For  to  the  queue  it  was  a  paine, 
As  to  a  martir  new  yslaine, 
That  for  her  wo,  and  she  so  tender, 
Yet  I  oft  wepe  when  I  remember ; 
She  offered  there  to  resigne 
To  my  lady  eight  times  or  nine, 
Th*astate,  the  yle,  shortly  to  tell, 
If  it  might  plese  her  thereto  dwell, 


*»  walked. 
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And  said,  for  ever  her  linage  chap. 

Should  to  my  lady  doe  homage,  n   i        .j 

And  hers  be  whole  withouten  more,  *^^** 

■  Ye,  and  all  thers  for  evermore :  » 

ver.  Ull, 

^  very  extraordinary  compliment,  when  we 
recollect  that  this  fictitious  queen  is  a  lady  of 
the  most  eminent  rank,  married  to  the  third 
gentleman  in  the  island  of  Great  Britain  j 
and  that  the  poem  in  which  this  compliment 
is  introduced,  is  a  literary  homage  intended 
to  congratulate  these  high  personages  on 
their  marriage. 

We  are  naturally  curious  to  know  who  is  chauccr*! 

'  mistressy 

this  mistress  of  Chaucer,  whom  he  thus  with-    j!«rq»a- 

'  lity  and 

out  ceremony  places  upon  an  equality  with 
princes :  and  there  will  appear  sufficient  rea- 
son in  the  sequel  °,  to  persuade  us  that  she 
was  no  other  than  the  lady  he  afterward  mar- 
ried. She  was  therefore  the  daughter  and 
coheiress  of  Paganus  [Payne]  de  Rouet,  or 
Roet,  a  native  of  Hainault,  and  king  at  arms 


^  Yea.  ^  See  Chap.  XXIX. 


name* 
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CHAP,  for  the  province  of  Guienne  ^     The  station 

XXII.  • 

*s  she  occupied  was  that  of  domicella^  or  maid 
of  honour,  to  the  queen  of  Edward  III  ** ;  and 
she  had  an  elder  sister  named  Catherine,  who 
was  attached  to  the  person  of  Blanche  con- 
sort to  John  of  Gaunt  %  and  who  afterward 
became  the  governess  to  her  daughters', 
Philippa  queen  of  Portugal  and  Elizabeth 
duchess  of  Exeter.  The  wealth  of  the  fa- 
ther of  these  ladies  was  probably  not  very 
considerable,  but  his  station  was  that  of  4 
knight  \  and  a  man  of  honour.  His  daugh-f 
ters  must  be  supposed  to  have  been  highly 
accomplished,  and  the  fortune  of  the  elder 


p  Stem  ma  Chauceri,  apud  Speght  3  communicated  by  Robert 
Glover,  Somerset  Herald  in  the  reign  of  Elizabeth.  We  shall 
have  occasion  to  state  the  degree  of  weight  belonging  to  the 
authority  of  Glover,  in  settling  the  question  whether  Thomas 
Chaucer,  speaker  of  the  house  of  commons  in  the  reigns  of 
Henry  IV.  and  Henry  V,  were  the  son  of  the  poet. 

**  See  Appendix,  No^ 

'  Stow,  A.  D.  1396. 
^    ^  Black  Book  of  the  Court  of  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster,  apud 
Sandford  Book  IV,  Chap:  i. 

*  This  appears  from  a  fragment  of  the  inscription  upon  bis 
tomb,  pieserv^  in  Weeveo  Funeral  Monuments. 
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was  extraordinary.     She  succeeded  findly  to  chap. 
the  bed  and  the  hand  of  John  of  Gaunt,  and  ) 

by  him  was  great-grandmother  of  Margaret 
countess  of  Richmond  mother  to  king  Henry 
VII,  and  ancestress  to  all  the  sovereigns  who 
have  since  filled  the  throne  of  England. 

Nothing  can  be  more  delicate  or  ingeni*  ^jf^^^  *^^ 
ously  imagined  than  the  conclusion  of  the  c*>f»^<=«*** 
poem  of  Chaucer's  Dream,  so  far  as  relates  to 
the  lady  whom  he  afterward  married.  Mr^ 
Speght  says,  "  Here  also  is  shewed  Chancers 
match  with  a  certain  gentlewoman,  who  was 
so  well  liked  and  loved  of  the  Lady  Blanch, 
and  her  Lord,  as  Chaucer  himselfe  also  was, 
^  that  gladly  they  concluded  a  marriage  be- 
tweene  themV*  But  in  this  respect,  "the 
supposed  plan  of  this  poem,  prefixed  to  it.  by 
Mr.  Speght,  is  a  mere  fancy  ^''  The  lady 
who  is  sent  for' in  the  niost  pressing  manner 
to  grace  the  nuptials  of  the  queen  and  her 
knight, 


'  Arguments  to  the  Works  of  Chaucer  s  Chaucer's  Dream. 
'  Tyrwhit,  ubi  suptau 
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CHAP.      And  prayed  for  all  loves  to  hast. 


,For  but  she  come  all  woH  be  wast, 
1^59.        AjjJ  thg  fgst  \yyj^^  g^  busincsse 

Withouten  joy  pr  lustioesse, 

ver.  2005, 

is  indeed,  accoirding  to  the  suggestion  of 
Chaucer's  fancy,  intreated  to  accept  his  ad-» 
dresses,  complies,  and  they  are  united.  But 
they  were  united>  as  Chaucer  tells  us,  onlv 
m  a  dream  j 

And  when  I  wake,  and  knew  the  trouth. 

And  ye  had  sene,  of  very  routh 

I  trow  ye  would  have  wept  a  weke, 

For  ner  was  man  yet  half  so  seke : 

I  went  escaped  with  tjie  life, 

And  was  ^  for  fault  that  sword  ne  knife 

I  fipid  ne  might  my  life  t'  abridge. 


Lo,  here  my  blisse !  lo,  here  my  paine ! 
Which  to  my  lady  I  complaine* 
And  grace  and  mercy  her  requere, 


'  at  faulty  distresstd* 
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Tliat  of  my  drem6  the  substauBce  '  e  h  a  i>,r 

,  XXII. 

Might  turnen  once  to  cognisaunce. 


ver,  2173.         ^^^^^ 


The  marriage  of  the  earl  of  Richmond  was  Mwagcor 
celebrated   at   Reading  in  Berkshire  * ;   and   ^^^ 
Chaucer  sf  ems  to  intend  to  give  a  very  exact 
account  of  its  geography  ^nd  .attendaat  qvc^ 
pumstances. 

And  the  fest  holden  was  in  tentes, 
In  a  rome  in  a  larg6  plaine, 
Under  a  wode,  in  a  champaine, 
Betwixt  a  river  and  a  well, 
Where  never  had  ditihey  ne  sell 
^  Yben,  ne  kirke,  house  ne  village; 
In  time  of  any  mane's  age ; 
And  dured  three  jnonthes  the  fest. 

ven  2059t 

And  further  on. 

Unto  a  tent  prince  and  princes 

Me  thought  brought  me  and  my  maistres, 

*  Walsingham,  adann.  •  Been, 
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CHAP.       Which  tent  as  church  parochial  I, 

XXII*  .        '         . 

■t  Ordaint  was  ia  especiall  , 

1359^        Bptjj  fQj.  i\^Q  festey  and  for  the  ^sacre, 
Where  archbishop  and  archdiacre 


.  iQcnt. 


Ysongen  ful  oiit  the  servise. 


ver.  2125.  . 


With  respect  to  the  duration  of  the  festival 
however  on  the  spot  where  the  marriage  was 
celebrated,  it  is  apparent  that  Chaucer,  pro* 
tably  with  a  view  to  do  the  greater  honour 
to  his  patron,  has  been  gi^ilty  of  exaggera- 
tion. A  feast  of  three  months,  particularly 
when  dispatched,  as  it  is  here,  in  a  single 
line,  costs  the  poet  no  more  than  a  feast  of 
three  days.  ^ 

TVuma.  The  earl  of  Richmond  was  married  at 
Pleading  on  Sunday,  May  the  nineteenth '', 
being  the' Sunday  before  Rogation  Sunday  j 
and  in  the  Rogation  week  a  solemn  tourna- 
ment was  held  in  London,  the  particulars  of 
which  are  strikingly  characteristic  of  the  age 
X)£  Edward  III. '   The  challengers  were  the 


^  sacrament,  office  of  marriage. 
•  Walsingham,  ad  ann. 
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mayor,  die  sheriffs,  and  the  court  of  alder-  chap* 
men,  and  thiey  undertook  to  defend  the  field  n      '    .i 
^  for  three  days  against  all  comers.     Accord- 
ingly at  the  time  appointed  twenty-four  com- 
batants appeared,  clad  in  complete  armour, 
and  bearing  on  their  shields  and  surcoats  the 
arms  of  the  city  of  London.     A  variety  of 
opponents    presented    themselves ;    but    the 
city- combatants  came  off  from  every  one  of 
their  contentions  with  the  highest  degree  of  ' 

credit  and  honour.  The  kings  of  France  and 
Scotland,  and  many  of  the  French  nobility 
who  had  been  taken  prisoners  at  the  battle  of 
Poitiers,  were  among  the  witnesses  of  the 
spectacle.  The  citizens,  says  the  historian^ 
contemplated  with  the  highest  satisfaction 
this  scene  of  their  triumph ;  but  were  ra- 
vished with  joy,  when  they  discovered  that 
Edward  III,  under  the  character  of  th6  mayor, 
pud  his  four  eldest  sons,  together  with  nine- 
teen great  barons  of  England,  personating  the 
'sheriffs  and  aldermen^  had  done  them  the 
honour  to  fight  under  their  cognisance  "*. 
-  ^,111        I       ■     , .  ■  I .,  I  II.  1 1     I    ■     I.I  .        .  .     I    .  >   t  ■ 

*  Hdlins&eid,  ad  ann.  Barnes^  Booklll^  Chap,  v,  §.12. 
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CHAP.      We  will  conclude  this  chapter  with  a  de* 

XXII. 

'm      '  -a  scription  of  the  nuptial  felicity  of  John  of 

Harmony  or  Gaunt  aud  his  consort,  as  it  is  put  into  the 

iaunt'and  mouth  of  thc  xojsl  moumcr  by  Chaucer,  iii 

his  consort     -  •t»iti  t  -i 

inihcnup-the  ppem  in  which  he  laments  her  untimely 

|1j^  State. 

fate,  coihmonly  called  the  Book  of  the 
Duchess.  He  affirms  his  domestic  condition 
to  hav6  been 

Of  all  happ6s  the  alderbest, 

The  gladdest,  and  the  most  at  rest : 

For  trew61y  that  swet6  wight, 

When  I  had  wrong  and  she  the  right, 

She  wolden  alwaie  so  godelie 

Foryeve  me  so  debonairlie ; 

In  al  my  yothe,  in  alU  cliauncc, 

She  toke  me  in  her  governaunce ; 

Therwith  she  was  alwaie  so  trewe, 

Our  joye  was  ever  *  iliche  newe ; 

Our  hert6s  werne  so  even  a  paire, 

That  never  n'as  that  one  contraire 

Unto  that  other. 

And  thus  we  liv*d  ful  many  a  yerc 

So  well,  I  cannot  tellen  how. 

ver.  1275. 

*  aliket  equally* 
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CHAP.  XXIIL 


GRAND  INVASION  OF  tRANCE.— CttAtJCER  APPEARS 
iN  THE  INVADING  ARMY.— PEACE  OF  BRETIGNt. 
—EARL  OF  RICHMOND  CREATED  DUKE  OF  LAN- 
CASTER.— DEATH  OF  JOHN,  KING  OF  FRANCE. 


In  the  midst  of  these  festivals  and  splendid  c  h*a  p- 

XXIII. 

exhibitions,  Edward  IIL  was  engaged  in  the  '  i 

most  serious  discussions  respecting  peace  and 
war. 

The  truce,  which  had  been  concluded  be-  Peace  c«i- 

.  ^  eluded 

tween  England  and  France  in  the  year  after  ^^^ 
the  battle  of  Poitiers,  was  to  expire  at  the  ^^^ 
midsummer  of  the  present  year  j  and  this 
consideration  had  urged  forward  the  nego- 
ciations  between  Edward  and  his  royal  pri-< 
soner.  At  length  the  conditions  of  a  treaty 
of  peace  were  iriutually  agreed  upon,  and 
signed  by  both  parties  on  the  twenty-fourth 
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CHAP,  of  March  *.     The  principal  of  these  were  the 


1059. 


!  ransom  of  king .  John,  the  cession  of  Aqui- 
taine  and  several  adjacent  provinces  in  full 
sovereignty  to  Edward  III,  and  the  renuncia- 
tion on  his  part  of  all  claim  to  the  crown 
of  France,  as  well  as  of  his  pretensions  upon 
Normandy  and  the  other  northern  provinces 
which  had  been  held  as  fiefs  by  his  ances- 
tors^ with  the.  exception  of  Calais,  and  of  a 
certain  district  which  by  the  provisions  of 
the  treaty  was  annexed  to  It  **.  , 
rejected  by       Thc  tcrms  of  accommodation  having  been 

,  Uie  states 


^  Ffanc«. 


•  Duchesne,  H^toire  d'Angleterre,  Liv.  XV,  Chap.  xi. 

*  Polydore  Vergil,  Historia  Anglica,  Lib.  XIX.  Barnes^ 
Book  III,  Chap,  iv,  §.  1.  Collins,  History  of  the  Black  Prince, 
ad  ^n.  Matteo  Villani  (Istorie,  Lib.  IX,  cap.  ix.),  who  ascribes 
the  whole  transaction  to  the  usata  astuzia  Tnghilese^  states  the 
terms  otherwise,  and  represents  the  whole  of  Normandy,  in 
addition  to  the  Other  cession^,  as  resigned  in  fuM  sovereignty  by 
king  John.  Duchesne  (ubi  supra)  follows  the  authority  of  Vil* 
lani.  I  am  unwilling  to  adopt  this  representation,  as  it  seemi 
utterly  inconsistent  with  the  generosity  with  which  Edward  in 
othef  respects  treated  his  royal  captive4  The  tetms  of  the 
treaty  are  not  stated  by  Froissart.  Walsingham,  in  a  loose 
and  rambling  style,  represents  king  John  as  hypocritically  ten- 
dering to  Edward  inlanders,  Picardy,  Aquitaine,  and  other 
provinces. 
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settled  bet^Yeen  the  respective  monarchs,  were  chap. 
next  sent  over  to  France  for  the  acceptance 
of  the  regency  and  states-general  of  that  ^^^^* 
kingdom.  Here  however  the  scene  was  re- 
versed. The  states-general,  with  one  voice, 
under  the  approbation  of  the  dauphin  and 
his  council,  pronounced  the  conditions  too 
rigorous  to  be  endured,  and  declared  that 
they,  would  not  purchase  even  the  freedom 
of  their  sovereign,  and  the  peace  of  their 
country,  at  so  high  a  price  *. 

Edward'was  probably  much  disappointed  ^^^ 
at  this  decision.     Peace  having  been  signed  ^•°^'*** 
between  the  two  sovereigns,  any  further  pro-   - 
secution  of  the  war  seems  to  have  been  re- 
garded in  England  as  out  of  the  question* 
The  nuptials  of  the  earl  of  Richmond  were 
probably  solemnised  under  this  impression ; 
the  concord  of  nations,  and, domestic  union, 
were  intended  to  go  hand  in  hand :  and  a 
contemporary  historian  ^  informs  us,  that  the 


^  Froisfart,  Vol.  I,  Chap.  cci.    M,  Villani,  Lib.  IX,  cap. 
xviii.    Walsingham^  ad  ann. 
*  M.  VUlani,  Lib.  IX^  cap.  ix. 
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CHAP,  tournament  held  in  London  in  Rogatioil 
■  ■  weeky  (one  of  the  prineipal  festivals  of  the 
1359.  H^oman  Catholic  church,)  was  intended  to 
celebrate  the  happy  restoration  of  genersd 
amity.  The  court  of  England  therefore  waa 
proportionably  exasperated  at  being  again 
plunged  Into  all  the  hazards  of  war.  Ed- 
ward immediately  prepared  for  the  renewal 
of  hostilities^  and  entered  upon  his  expedi^r 
tion  in  the  close  of  the  year  with  a  more 
powerful  armament  than  before  or  since  that 
time  ever  passed  the  sea  ifrom  the  island  of 
Great  Britain*.  He  sailed  from  Sandwich  in 
,  Kent  on  the  twenty-eighth  of  October,  with 
a  thousand  ships  and  one  hundred  thousand 
men^  He  had  with  him  his  four  eldest 
sons'^  and  most  of  the  principal  nobility,  of 
the  kingdom.  He  had  summoned  originally 
all  the  males  in  his  realm,  from  the  age  of 
twenty  to   threescore,  with   certain  except 


*  Collins^  Life  of  the  Black  Prince,  ad  ann* 
'  Barnes,  Book  III,  Chap.  y«  $.  2. 
'  Froissartff  cap*  ccvii. 
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thm  ^ ;  and  he  took  with  him  the  flotttr  of  chap. 
tms  immense  multitude.  ^'-  > 

.Chaucer  was  in  this  ejqpeditkwi.     For  this  ohauc^r 
we  have  his  own  authority  K    On  the  ttrdfth    S  tS^i- 
of  October  1386,  he  was  examined  as  a  wit-    ^^^^^^ 
ness>  m  a  cause  of  arms,  depending  in  the 
court^miiitary,  between  sir  Richard  ic  Scwpe 
and  sir  Robert  Oroevenor,  and  in  the  begin- 
ning of  his  deposidoa  kates  that  he  had  ;al- 
aieady  *^  borne  anns  twKily-^even  yeal:^/* 
.This  phrase  is  equiviocal;   and  it  was  Mg« 
gested  to  me  by  a  fwrson^  curious  in  aiitiqud* 
tian  researches,  that  it  probtafbiy  referred  m 
.the  period  aft  which  he  received  a  gi?aift  0f 
atms  ircmi  the  sovereign.     Hhe  conj^^mfe 
was  further  confinneii,  by  the  circumistancfe 
-of  the  same  word  \armeez]  being  dleariy 
-used^  in  the  next  Safe  of.  ^  deposilioia,  to 
«Sipre88  a  shield  of  arms.     This  interpreta- 
tion however  is  unanswerably  tefiited,  by  a 
.  ccBxiparison   of  the   depositi&n   of  Chauctr 
with  the  depositions  «f  the  other  witnesses 


VOL.  II*  p 
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•^xxtiL*^^  the  same  cause.     They  almost  all  state, 
'  i^g      j^st  as*  he  does,  the  period  at  which  they  be- 
gan to  "  bear  arms.*'     Many  of  these  are 
persons  of  ancient  and  noble  family,  whose 
shield  of  arms  descended  to  them  by  inhe- 
ritance, and  who  therefore  cannot  refer  to  a 
period  when,  by  grant  of  the  sovereign,  they 
-ivere  first  entitled  to  such  a  distinction..    Se- 
veral of  them  date  ifrom  some  known  military 
epoch,  such  as  the  "  battle  of  Poitiers,"  the 
.  •*  battle  of  Spain,''  and  the  "  sea-fight  of  the 
.  Spaniards ;"  plainly  demonstrating  that  the 
period  they  assign  to  their  "  bearing  arms,** 
,    was   that   at  which    they   first,  drew  -  their 
swords  for  th6  assault  of  an  enemy,  :  The 
phrase  therefore  being  thus  illustrated  by  the 
rfesult  of  comparison,  gives  us,  under  Chau- 
cer's own  testimony,  the  date  of  his:  first  ap- 
pearing in  arms  against  what  were. called  the 
enemies  of  his  country,  viz.  the  autumn  of 
the  year  1350.     The  fact  which  he  asserts 
himself  to  have  witnessed  in  his  military  ca- 
pacity, he  states  to  have  occurred  in  France ; 
and  there  was  no  military  expedition  from 
England  against  that  country,  for  three  years 
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before,  or  for  ten  years  after,  thiff  period.  ^^^J; 
This  reduces  the  date  of  Chaucer's  appear- 
ance in  the  field  almost  to  a  demonstration. 
,    Chaucer  was  not  led  to  thescene  of  battle, 
as  Paulus  Jovius  was  by  Charles  V,  or  Boi- 
Icau   and   Racine  by  Louis  XIV,   that   he 
might  be  the  better  qualified  to  be  the  histo- 
rian or  poet  of  the  scene.     If  that  had  been 
the   case,  we  may  believe   that  we  should 
possess  some   composition  of  his  upon  the 
subject  of  the  military'  accomplishments  of 
Edward  III.     He  went  on  the  expedition  as 
the  friend  and  confident  of  the  young  earl  of 
Richmond.     He  went  that  by  such  a  pro- 
ceeding he  might  acquire  a  clearer  and  more 
.honourable  name  among  the  courtiers  of  his 
master.      Military    achievements    were    the 
passion  of  the  age ;  and  a  man,  whose  de- 
.  stiny,  like  Chaucer's,  led  him   to  associate 
with   soldiers    and   princes^  could    scarcely 
avoid  making .  hi&  appearance  in  arms,  and 
trying  the  fortune  of  the  field. 

The  first  object  toward  which  the  English  siefce  of 
monarch  bent   his  march    was   the  city  of 
Rheims,  where  it  had  be^n  cjistftmary  for  the 

p  2 
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cHA,p.  Htigtj  of  France  to  be  troWned,  iaWd  whdrt 
'====^iie   purposed  to  'coArirttnte  hostaktes  by  u 
'    solemn  inau'^draitfoh  in  character  chF  sfoSrfereigh 
of  the  xroftrhtry  to  the  9omihion  of  which  he 
pretended^.     Up'vfrair^  o^  sfevtti  vb<eeks  he  sat 
befdre  the  place',  btrt  his  "proceedings  *^ere  ih 
ike  nature  o!f  a  blockade,  and  \it  did  nbt  ab- 
'temj)t  to  take  it  by  sforfn.     Duiing  tMs-  pes 
riod  several  excursions  werfe  made  by  thfe 
assailant  army,  ahd  in  one  ttf  the  most  suc- 
cessful of  them,  in  tv'hich  severalr  fbrtified 
places  were  taken,  and  among  them  St.  Mehe- 
houd,  the  name  of  the  earl  of  Richmond  ap- 
pears as  die  second  person  of  distinction  tn- 
'-gaged  in  the  ^jqpedition,  his  father-inJawthe 
duke  of  lianciaster  having  the  pirincipa!  coin* 
mand*. 
Engirth  sit"     Edward  appears  to  have  expectefd  tb  gain 
fore  Parii*  thc  City  of  Rhcims  by  persiiitsiolis  dr  threats  ; 
but,  being  di^ippointed  in  both,  he  at  Ifength 


^  M.  ViBsmi>  Lib^IXji  cap.  IzvU. 
*  Feoiflsart^  VoL  I,  cap.  ccx. 
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h^pke  ^  hi$  damp^  aad  pioce^ed  foF  ?aii$;  c^h  v^ 
Tfee  ro^  Jie  pwr»<w4  in  this  march  was  ex-^i 
trendy  ewrcyiiousi  through  Burgundy,  NJ-p 
wrnoi^,  OftfiiK>Js  and  Brie,  all  which  pro-* 
Tin$;ea  he  ^t^r  lajid  under  contribtrtion,  or 
waat^d  m  the  mQ3t  ruinous:  and  calamitcHli 
manner.  At  l^^th  he  arrived  hefore  the 
metropolis  on  the  thirty-first  of  March"; 
und,  according  to  the  mode  o£  the  times, 
sfnt  in  a  challenge,  ur^ng  the  dauphin  td 
gif  point  a  day  on  which  tjne  French  and  Eng-? 
Jiftb  flareea  ^ould  meet  to  decide  the  late  of 
the  kiiigdi)m ''.  But  thi^f  prince,  afterward 
^wrimpxed  Charles  the  Wise,  had  learned  pru-. 
deuce  from  the  exi^mple  cf  his  predecesairs, 
the  unforturtate  leadera  at  Gressy  and  Poitiers^ 
and  resolved  to  stand  on  the  defensive.  After 
having  encamped  before  Paris  thirteai  days  », 
Edward  thought  fit  to  strike  his  tents  shid  re- 
tire. His  army  had  made  a  long  and  severe 
winter  campaign ;  and,  as  he  fipund  it  im- 
possible  to  effect  any  thing  igairust  the  capital 


"  Fabian,  HoUinshed,  ad  ann, 

9  Froissart,  cap.  ccii,  WaU'mghamj  ad  ann. 
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c  H  A  p:  by  a  toup^de-mainy  he  judged  it  expedient 

UM  i^ij '  ,  to  allow  an  interval  for  his  troops  to  refresh 

*    themselvesi  before  he  entered  upon  his  final 

operations*      The  scheme   he  prcrfessed   to 

pursue  was  that  of  returning  to  the  attack  of 

Paris  at  the  period  of  the  vintage,  and  under 

such  favonrable  circumstances  as  should  give 

the  utmost  weight  to  his  hostility  ^. 

Peace  of         What  the  advantages  were  which  Edward 

Brecignt.  ^  .  ^ 

looked  forward  to  for  the  reduction  of  the  ca- 
pital' in  the  autumn,  is  somewhat  uncertain. 
Such  however  was  the  effect  of  his  menace, 
that  the  French  regency  immediately  opened 
a  negbciation  with  him  for  a  treaty  of  peace^ 
if  in  reality  it  was  not  some  overture  of  this 
kind  which  first  induced  him  to  break  up  his 
camp  before  the  metropolis,  France  indeed 
was  so  circumstanced,  between  the  captpre  of 
her  king,  the  devastation  of  her  provinces,  and 
the  anarchy  and  insubordination  which  had 
almost  every  where  prevailed,  as  to  render 
the  restoration  of  peace  a  question  pf  the 


'  Frpbsart^  Villani,  &c.  ubi  supnu 
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ii»$t  imperiom  neces^y.  The  tenns  weie  c  h /j^r 
finally  settled  at  Bretigni  near  Chartres  on^ 
tlie.eightli  jof  May  %  and  do  riot  appear  td 
he  materially.,  dif^rent  r  from  thpse  agreed: 
upon  between  Edward  and  the  French  king 
^il^ondon  twelve  months  before* 
-  Hiough  this  treaty  was  extremely  fevour- 
ableto  the  orpwnof  England,  and  indeed  so 
^Towable  that  nothing  but  a  conibiiution 
of  the  most  distressing  ,  circumstances  could 
have  inducedi  the  French;  govemnu^nt  to  con- 
sent to  it,  yet  it  seems  to  have  beai  otherwise 
considered  by  the  generality  of  our  histo- 
rians. The  subjects  of  Edward  were  da:^ed 
with  the  magnificence  of  his  pretensions  to  so 
mighty  a  sovere^ty*  and  the  spirit  by  which 
they  were  actii^tied  $eepis  in  sqmf  degree  to 
have;  descended  to  the  authors  who  have  d?- 
tsdled  these  events.  Accordingly,  the  minds  of 
this  EngUsh  wexe  by  np  me^s  prepared  to 
be  satisfied  with  any  acquisition,  less  than 
that  of  the  ostensible  pbj^t  of  the  war  j  and 


*»|ljnner,  T<iini,yi, 
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^^«^?"  leafibuarai^ei^  were;  it  tkia  ti»e  crftpIojFed? 
^  tarecoDQtdle  thcia  to  t]bte  j»iuk*  The  dn^ei  o£ 
Ltnrast^i  Jdooi  of  Oanntf s  fatt&^tHin-kwv  watt 
]|0«7  perhopi  the  most  popular  sal^eot  id 
U^n^foA,  XDd  was  therefore  judged  the  mofb 
capable  by  the  iireig&t  dF  his  name^  to  gidft: 
^»dit  to  the  treaty  of  Bcetigm.  A»  vgu- 
m^ni  has  been  dotted,  and  pot  iata  ftj» 
jaou^  by  w4iieh  it  i«(  pvetmded  that  he 
sioolted  the  haughty  andpreramptuous  sjpiiio 
of  his  8oif:»etgn,  aQ4  ^adoatly  ioduced  hctt 
to  Ksteh  to.  the  veice  df  Miuiety  an4  reaisdn\ 
Another  artifice  employed  for  t^  same  purw 
pose,  wa9  exactly  adapted  to  the  understand-^ 
iBg  and  temper  of  the  thnesw  During  die 
peadeney  of  the  negociatioi^  there  occurred 
a  tjbrrl^  storsi  of  thtmdw^  ^tning  4»d 
hail,  ac€o»pamed  by  euch  eKcessIre  cold, 
l^t  six  thousgisd  horses  and  o«ie  thousand 
HAen  ar^  s^d  to  baVe  pierished  m  the  Eilgw 
U^ariay.  £dward  professed  to  consider  tbi» 
as  a  dfsckratkHV  of  the  wiH  ef  X^od,  ?P^f^ 


RiAmxif  Ottp.  tti&^ 
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leai^en  had  pronoimoed  agiuntt 
hfiB  ptdstrmbm  to  the  crown  of  Fiance  *.    He  ^ 


proof  iliat  heai^en  had  proncMttioed  agiuntt  c»ar 


196ft 
bmnhkd  himself:  before  the  altar  of  Oiir  Lady 

of  Chartsts^i  ind  accepted  the  terms  wUchy 

i  Tear  befbre,  iiad^  been  settled  between  him 

2md  hie  roja)  prisoner  at  London^ 

This   proceeding  '•  is   nearly  in  the  same  ^^^ 

lempeF  aa  the  oeiehral:ed  stbrjr  of .  th^    iix   ^^Jil 

bqigessei  it  the  surrender  of  Calais,  reiate^ 

Ipy  iFfoisiart*!    JBdward  seems  to  have  affect** 

ed  the  lepntatioii  of  a  stem  and  inexorable 

ebairaccer :  he  had  adopted,  we  are  told,  and 

*  fixed  in  h^s  mtnd  an  unaiiterahle  resentment 

agaiiast  the  obstinacy  of  the  Caliskna ;  he  had 

dwom  on  the  |xre$ent  obeasion  that  he  would 

ndvvr  revisit  Englai^  ti^  France  was  coai« 

ptebdy  smbdned  ^::  but  all  this  was  probably 

iniere' trick  of  poBcy;  Edward  Tsoluntatily 

e^mttfiiated  himself,  that  he  might  appear 

teniUe  in  the  eyea  of  lua  enemies.  His  vices 

and  cruelties  were  no  greater,  than  almost 

kisf|>arably  belong  to  an.  invader  and  a  con^ 


'  Yfoli^«^  uii  ^pfa.  '*^fti|ifighain>  ad  anm      '  ProisMrt,  &a^ 


.  Digitized  by  VjOOQiC 


tlS  UPE  OF  CHAUCER. 


XXIIL 

I960. 


CHAP,  qucror:   in  his  domestic  character  he  was 

"WITT  *  * 

amiable  and  mild^  and  eren  in  his  miHtaxy 
transactions  we  do  not  fail  to  meet  with  oc- 
^sional  traits  of  gentleness  and.  humanity. 
•  Still  howevel:  it  was  the  gentleness  and 
humanity  of  a  ferocious  robber,  the  course 
of  whose  march  might  be  traced  by  wasted 
fields,. and  flaming  granaries,  and  half-fie^nF* 
guished  ruins :  those  who  desired  to  escape 
the  misorable  consequences  of  his  hostility, 
were  obliged  to  purchase  their  safety  at  an 
extra,yagant  price.  The  generosity  of  Ed- 
ward III.  vented  itself  in  a  few  gallant  and  • 
courtebi;is  actions,  in  a  liberal  treatment  of 
his.  prisoners, .  and  in  taking  nq  unauthorised 
advajitagc  of  the  knights  and  warriors  wiA 
whom  he  had  to  contend :  the  very  fmn- 
ciple  of  the  campaign  upon  which  he  had 
entered,  was  by.  devastation  and  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  resources  of  France  to  reduce  the 
country  to  h  15  mercy, 
ctaucer         This  was  the  scene  which  C3iaucer  wit» 

withdraws  tt       j«j  •   .       . 

from  the    nesscd.     Jpe  did  not  visit  it  as  a  spectator 

military  *■ 

iwofcssion.  merely :  he  ranked  among  the  heroes  who 
h^  ^nlistpd  fgv  tl^e  conquest  of  aa  empiitt 
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We  may  be  satisfied  that  what  he  saw  pro-  chap. 
duced  a  very  deep  impression  upon  his  mild  ■■m 

and  well-tempered  spirit.  It  is  thus  that  the 
philosopher  should  be  educated ;  it  is  thus 
that  the  poet  should  learn  the  great  and 
fundamental  lessons  <^  moral  truth.  Having 
already  seen  Chaucer,  after  a  shcxrt  experi*  * 
ment,  throwing  off  the  garb  of  a  lawyer, 
we  shall  not  wonder  that  he  did  not  persist 
to  cultivate  the  military  prdfession. 

With  the  peace  of  Bretigni  Chaucer  closed 
his  military  career.  The  war  with  France 
Ki^as  .not  renewed  till  after  the  lapse  of  nine 
years;  :and,  neither  in  the  expeditions  o£ 
John  of  Gaunt,  his  patron,  during  that  war, 
nor  in  the  previous  campaign  for  the  restora* 
tion  of  Peter  king  of  Castille  in  1367  in 
which  John  of  Gaunt  took  a  considerable 
share,  do  we  find  any  trace  of  his  having 
been  accompanied  by  Chaucer.  On  the  con- 
trary, we  shall  meet  with  strong  presumptive 
circumstances  to  convince  us  that,  while  his 
patron  was  abroad  in  these  employments, 
iQhaucer  remained  tranquilly  in  £ngland. 

Tlje  vocation  of  our  author  for  the  cultiva^ 
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ca^Ajs  tkm  ^  the  fNQttic  «t  was,  d«eiaive ;  and, 
■■■! ,  .'^ tfciovgfe  h»  w»s  pjrevJuJed  upoa  by  th«  ^parit 
PI  ttoQ'  twnes,  b»ce  to  ^gsiime  tk^'  <iharactef 
^:^  spl#ei^,L^»4  ft>  ^cb  himself  i;wth  feat 
gBOyfe^sipft  T/^dfe&clv  wiM  then  «btee»ed  above  aH 
^tb^SS,  w?,  ii»5^Jhf)fc  he  welorimcd 

,  i/fitj^.QOfaa^ll  .pk^Jum  th«  mwn  o^  that 
pft^ipfr  .which  wsa  t<?  T€itore  hinx  ta  his  chosen 

Hit  pacific       His  soulrihfeJ  Jtto.  4eligbii  in  the  abraia  and 

^disposition. 

fi§lefpri»e8  <Mthej&eld»  Military  ^orjr,  the 
Uftiy^esal  ]xdstre«s  at  that  time  of  the  enter* 
pRjwng  ai«l  tho  bold,  neTor  c^Tatcd  his 
|($a^.  ChajiK^r  h  emphatkaUy  the  p^et  of 
p«^pe  J  an^f  vrhH^  the  «>ma6qeni?criterRof  thft 
twdfth  and  thld^enth^  centuries  are  not  ksa 
exuberant  than  Homer  in  the  description  of 
blows,  and  wcmnds  and  Bfhtihg  fidds;,  Cbaur 
^  baa  not  prostituted  one  line  to  the  praise 
of  the  faiJ)k)nable  pursuit*  If^  in  complitt 
mi^  with  the  caode  whieh  uniYersally  pffe^i 
viUed)  he  hds  occasionally  introduced  feats  of 
chivalry,  we  clearly  discern  that  he  dwdia 
'lipon  thcjji  with  no  earnest  partiality,  and 
willingly  kaves^them  for  softer  and  WOfQ 
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innocejit  topics.  In  hb  poem  the  ^oty  of  chap. 
which  is  kirolved  with  die  destnsctioa  of 
Troj;  siloG^  the  whde  tenoor  cf  his  work 
n^miads  tts  rajther  oif  domestic  and  qt^ict 
scenes.  And,  when  he  compliments  his  pa- 
trons in  what  may  be  called  his  laureat  com- 
positions, it  is  a  courtship  or  a  marriage,  a 
4pe]:sonal  misfortune  or  a  death,  which  he 
fii^ecits  for  his  topic;  and  m>t  achievements 
m  arms,  or  the  robbery  and  desoktion  of  un- 
oSTending  thousands.  We  shall  be  guilty  of 
great  kgustioe  to  Chaucer,  if  we  do  not  re- 
collect, among  his  most  ho^nourable  coriir 
mendations,  the  feature  by  which  he  is  thus 
singularly  distinguished  from-  the  whole  band 
t)f  the  <jreek  and  Romati  bards  his  masters, 
the  trouveurs  and  troubadours  his  contem- 
poraries, and  the  Italian  >poets  who  came  after 
hhti  aiid  who  constitute  the  principal  gloi*y 
of  the  sixteenth  century. 

Eao^ty  ia  the  year  I36l  died  Henry  duke 

of  Lancaster,  father-in-law  to   the   eari  t£  inacasing 
'Richmond,  a  victim  to  the  plague  ^  j  and,    jo*hn  of 

Gaunr. 

*  Knighton,  ad  ann.- 
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cH^AP.  about  twelve  months  after,,  without  issue, 
Maud  duchess  of  Bavaria",  coheiress  with 
the  lady  Blanche  his  consort.  By  these  two 
unexpected  demises,  the  patron  of  Chaucer 


"  Knighton,  A^  D.  1362.  This  monastic  historian^  upon 
whose  animosity  to  John  of  Gaunt  we  shall  have  repeatedly 
occasion  to  Comment,  has  thought  proper  in  direct  terms  to  in- 
sintiate  that  poison  was  administered  to  the  duchess  of  Bzyma, 
**  for  the  sake  of  restoring  to  the  inheritance  of  her  father  its  fuil 
■integrity."  The  insinuation  is  repeated  by  honest  Joshua  Barnes 
(Book  III,  Chap,  vii,  §.  8),  in  a  spirit  very  contrary  to  his  ustttl 
reverence  for  royal  blood>  and  improved  wkh  the  addition,  ^t 
this  was  thought  to  be  done  "  that  the  inheritance  might 
not  be  divided  among  foreigners.*'  Barnes  did  not  consider 
that,  at  the  time  of  this  prudent  precaution^  she  was  without 
issue,  and,  as  Dugdale  and  Collins  have  affirmed,  a  widow.  In 
that  affirmation  however  these  authors  are  erroneous,  Du|r- 
date  boldly  refers  to  the  Inquisitio  post  Mortem  taken  on  the 
decease  of  the  duchess.  But  I  have  found  Dugdale  frequendy 
cardess  in  his  authorities ;  and  it  is  well  known  that,  when  a 
.  mistake  has  once  been  made  by  a  writer  of  this  sort,  h  is  copied 
by  all  his  successors.  Matilda  is  styled  in  the  record  uxor  and 
not  nuper  uxor^  WilMmL  William,  her  husband,  was  one  of 
the  jrounger  sons  of  Lewis  IV  of  Bavaria,  emperor  of  Germany^ 
by  Margaret  of  Hainault,  elder  sister  of  queen  Philippa.  '  He 
succeeded^  in  right  of  his  mother,  to  the  earldom  of  Hainault* 
Holland  and  Zealand,  and  the  lordship  of  Friesland.  He  fell 
into  a  state  of  mental  derangement  in  1358,  in  consequence 
o(  which  it  seems  probable  that  his  wife  return^  to  Englamd; 
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suddenly  became  the  wealthiest  land-holder  CHfP- 
m  England.     In  the  enumeration  of  his  pro-  "s 

perty  on. this  occasion,  it  appears  that  he  had 
estates  in  eighteen  English  counties,  beside 
several  in  the  principality  of  Wales  ^  On 
most  of  these  estates  he  had  manor-houses 
or  castles,  according  to  the  mode  of  the  times, 
at  which  he  occasionally  resided.  Many  of 
them, have  been  repeatedly  celebrated  by  the 
writers  upon  English  antiquities,  for  the  so- 
lidity of  their  structure  and  the  spaciousness 
and  number  of  their  apartments  ;  particularly 
the  castles  of  Pontefract,  Bolingbroke,  Kenel- 
worth  and  Leicester.  The  duchy  of  Lan- 
caster was  also  a  source  of  immense  wealtii 
and  power;  and.  its  peculiar  immunities  and 
privileges,  great  as  they  were  in  the  time  of 
his  predecessor,  were  much  enlarged  by  the 


and  his  death  took  place,  he  being  still  under  confinement,  in 
1377.  Moreri,  Dictionnaire,  art  Hainault. 

The  fnarriage  of  the  Black  Prince,  the  particulars  of  which 
will  occur  hereafter,  was  celebrated  on  the  tenth  of  October 
1361,  and  the  birth  of  his  first  child^  a  son,  occurred  in  13il4« 

*  Collins,.  A.  D.  1361,  1362.  .  .      . 
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chap:  parental  affection  and  indulgence  of  Edwand 
i  III  \  The  principal  town-residence  that  de- 
volved to  the  eari  of  Richmond,  was  the  pa- 
lace of  the  Savoy ;  which,  when  John  king 
of  France  resided  for  four  years  a  prisoner 
in  England,  was  selected  by  his  magnificent 
.  and  generous  captors  for  the  place  of  his 
abode.  This  sumptuous  edifice  was  first 
erected  by  Peter  of  Savoy,  uncle  to  the  queen 
\  of  Henry  III  * ;  and  was  rebuilt  from  the 
ground  by  the  father  of  the  lady  Blanche, 
when  it  is  pronounced  by  the  contemporary 
historian  to  have  had  ^  none  in  the  realm  to 
be  compared  with  it  in  beauty  and  ^tatdi- 
nessV  John  of  Gaunt,  when  he  entered 
upon  this  immense  inheritance,  h^  just  com- 
pleted the  tweisty-second  y^ar  of  bis  age*  " 

created  duk^     The  titfe  of  duke  had  never. been  conferred 

ofLancar* 

««•        in  England,  previously  to  its  being  bestowed 
by  Edward   III.    upon    his   son  the   Black 


"y  OolKiw. 

. '  8totir»  Svrvej  df  London :  liberties  of  the  dnchjr  of  Iran- 
fWrtek".     * 

•  Knighton,  A.D.  1381.  . 
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ftiribe,  and  uponi^^<the  6aii  of  RichiAodd'^  de*  c  h  n  p, 
ceased  £at^r-in-law.  These  two  renuhiied  so-  ■, 

litary  io^^tances  down  to  the  pefriod  whtn  that 
monarch  completed  the  fifideth  year  of  his 
age.  This  year  he  resolved  to  treat  as  aa 
iera.  of  jfubilee  ;  and  on  the  thirceenth  of  No^ 
vember,  which  was  the  anniversary  of  his 
biith,  beside  other  proceedings  by  which  he 
wished,  to  stamp  it  as  memorabk,  such  as 
the  enlargement  of  all  debtors  and  prisoners^ 
the  restoration  ctf  such  of  his  subjects  as  were 
in  a  state  of  banishment,  and  the  abolition^ 
by  public  ordinance,  of  the  French  language 
in  all  law-cases,  pleadings,  judgments  and 
co^racts  within  the  realm,  he  also  ^ol^mnly 
conferred  in  fiill  parliament  upon  his  second 
son  Lionel  of  Antwerp  the  title  of  duke  of 
Clarence,  and  upon  his  third  son  John  of 
Gaunt  the  title  of  duke  of  Lancaster  \ 

The  style  of  John  of  Gaunt  was  now  Duke 
of  Lancaster,  and  Earl  of  Richmond,  Leices- 
ter, Lincoln  and  Derby  ""t    and  he  claimed, 

*  Cotton,  Abridgment  of  Records,  ad  ann. 
*^  Sandford,  Book  I,  Ch«p«  iv. 
VOL.  II.  Q^ 
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c^HAR  as  e^of  Leicester,  the  office  of  hereditary 
;  Senegal,  or  steward,  of  England  j  as  duke 
of  Lancaster,  to  bear  the  great  sword,  called 
Curtana,  before  the  kings  of  England  at  their 
coronation :  and,  as  earl  of  Lincoln,  to  be 
grand  carver  at  the  dinner  given  on  that 


occasion  **. 


1363. 


All  things  were  now  gradually  preparing 
the  way  for  that  extent  of  power,  which 
John  of  Gaunt  possessed  in  the  latter  part 
of  his  father's  reign.  His  brother  Lionel  in 
the  year  I36l  had  been  commissioned  as  lord 
lieutenant  to  Ireland  %  where  he  continued 
to  reside  several  years  j  and,  the  king  hating 
•  bestowed  upon  his  eldest  son  the  Black  Prince, 
as  a  fief,  the  principality  of  Aquitaine  \  that 
victorious  leader  proceeded  in  February  1363 ' 
to  fix  his  abode  there,  that  by  his  administra- 
tion and  his  personal  virtues  he  might  recon- 
cile the  inhabitants  of  that  province  to  the 


^  i\ppendix^  No.  XIV. 
•  Rymer,  Tom.  VI,  35  Edv.  S,  Jul.  1. 
'  Rymer,  Tom.  VI,  36  Edv.  3,  Jul.  19. 
«  Wabinghafp^  ad  ami» 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


.  Lit E  OF  CflAUCER.  2$>7 

English  government,  against  whidh  they  had  ^^\fjf*- 
expressed  some  degree  of  dislike.  The  only ''  ''".;  '  ■ 
one  therefore  of  Edward's  sons,  having  at«^ 
rived  at  years  of  discretion,  who  now  resid- 
ed at  home,  beside  John  of  Gaunt,  was  Ed- 
mund of  Langley ;  and  he,  as  has  been  al- 
ready mentioned,  was  by  no  means  equal  to 
any  of  his  brothers  iil  abilities  and  attain- 
ments, while  the  new  duke  of  Lancaster  was, 
for  the  dignity  of  his  deportment,  and  the 
gallantry  of  his  spirit,  an  object  of  popular 
and  general  admiration* 

The  peace  of  Bretigni,  concluded  in  13  6b, — —"* 
met  with  many  unexpected  delays  and  diffi-  joimki^ 
culties  in  the  execution.     These  were  prin-    '^'V'' 

-^  England. 

cipally  occasioned  by  the  chicanes  and  sinister 
policy  of  the  court  of  Paris.  The  dauphin  of 
France  and  his  counsellor^  looked  with  ex- 
l^reme  dislike  upon  the  cession,  not  as  fiefs, 
which  had  been  the  case  before,  but  in  full 
sovereignty,  of  some  of  the  fairest  pro- 
vinces of  their  country*  They  could  not 
abrogate  the  treaty  yjrhich  had  been  conclud- 
ed; they  could  not  replunge  the  kingdom 
into  the  hazards  of  war  j  but,  while  one 
0.2 
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CHAP,  formality  for  the  conipltte  pcrfonjiaiwie  re- 


xxni 


:maincd  unexecuted,  the  case  appeared  ia 
their  eyes  less  desperate.  The  ransDmcd 
sovereign  was  of  a  temper  oppodite  lo  that 
of  his  son.  He  was  plain,  ingqnuoiis  and 
sincere.  He  was  therefore  impatient  of  the 
arts  and  subterfuges  of  his  own  couadi ;  and, 
to  convince  his  brother  of  JEngland  of  the 
integrity  of  his  purposes,  he  resolved  upoa 
the  extraordinary  step  of  coming  to  Londca 
where  he  had  lately  been  a  captive,  and  put-*- 
ting  himself  irito  the  power  of  his  coo^- 
queror  *".  It  was  on  this  occasion  that  he  is 
said  to  have  uttered  that  laudable  sentimCTt, 
a  sentiment  which,  if  acted  on,  would  have 
saved  to  mankind  a  world  of  woe^  that,  "  if 
tnfth  were  banished  from  all  other  moDtakt 
it  ought  still  to  fupid  refuge  in  the  breast  of  i 
king." 

This  illustrious,  and  now  voluntary,  guest 
was  received  by  Edward  III.  with  every  dc- 
rocmstration  of  cordiality  and  affectiD%  arid 


^  tilippo  Villani,  Lib,  XI>  cap.  Ixxn, 
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entertained  with  all  that  magnificence  and  chap, 

profusion  which  were  characteristic  of  the  == 

times.    Among  his  inviters,  the  lord-mayor 
and  aldermen  of  London  particularly  distin- 
guished  themselves.     The   name  of  Henry 
Picard,  who  entertained  the  same  company 
seven  years  before,  is  now  again  mentioned 
with  peculiar  honour  ;    and,  beside  the  king 
of  Frande,  the  English  metropolis  could  at 
this  time  boast  of  the  visit  of  David  king  of 
Scots,  Peter,  king  of  Cyprus,  Waldemar  king 
of  Denmark,  and   Albert  duke  of  Bavaria. 
John  of  Gaunt  yielded  hi^  palace  of  the  Sa-  "^J^" '« 
voy  as  a  residence  fof  Ae  French  monarch,    «^l^- 
as  his^  predecessor  bad  done  before  :  and  aftet    fhl^'sa-''^ 
an  abode  of  thre^  months^  which  bad  beeii    ^^^^ 
protracted  by  the  attacks  of  disease,  this  un* 
f(&rtoMt€f  $^ver«ign  at  Itfngtib  paid  the  debt  of  Dies, 
ilatift'e  under  the  roof  of  his  ducal  host '.   - 


^  SnitMon,  9d  Mia* 
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IIOMANCE  OF  THE  ROSE,  A  POEM,  THANatATE© 
py  CHAUCER- 


^xxiV'  ^'^  ^^  probably  dilring  the  interval  of  peacd 
*u       '  ■  which  followed  the  treaty  of  Bretigni,  that 

original  Chaucer  engaged  in  a  literary  work  ot  the 
Utmost  importance  artd  honour  to  the  age 
^d  country  in  which  he  lived,  the  transla- 
tion  of  the  Rom^n  de  la  Rose.  We'  have  al-- 
ready  had  opcasipn  tp  mention  this  poem.  It 
was  th^  most  enunent  poetical  composition 
existing  in  any  of  the  modern  languages  of 
Europe,  previously  to  the  Commedia  of  Dante^ 
The  French  have  a  just  claim  to  priority 
over  all  the  European  nations,  in  the  inven- 
tion of  romances  of  chivalry,  and  th^  proit 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


'    I 


UFE  OF  CHAUCER.  231 

Auction  of  every  species  of  offspring  of  the  c  h  a  p. 
imagination.     The  Roman  de  la  Rose^  which  ■ 
was  written  during  the  thirteenth  century, 
j^c^  their  preeminence  as  to  these  early 
ages  beyond  the  reach  of  rivalship..    It  may 
justly  be  regarded  as   the  predecessor  and 
progenitor  of  all  that  is  most  admirable  in  the 
eiFwions  of  modern,  in  contradistinction  to 
xk^  chivalrous,  poetry. 
.  The  Roman  de  la  Rose  is  a  poem  con- 
sisting of  upward  of  twenty-two  thousand 
verses.     It  is  of  much  more  considerabfe  ex- 
tent than  the  Iliad,  and  above  twice  as*  long 
as  the  epic  of  Virgil.     No  period  of  Chau-  Penodof 
cer  8  life  can  with  greater  probability  be  fixed    tnmiu- 
upon  for  his  engaging  in  so  gigantic  and  for- 
midable a  task  as  this  translation,  than  that 
at  which  we  are  now  arrived.     He  was  in 
the  flower  of  his  age ;  and  the  ardent  and  ad- 
venturous spirit  of  youth  was  as  yet  un^ 
subdued  in  him.     He  was  at  leisures  while - 
the  subsequent  periods  of  his  existence  were 
occupied  with  public  office,  with  fordgn  cm- 
plojrments,  and  with  calamity.    He  basked 
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in  the.  sunahine  of  co^'-hvom^  p$iTmx&td 
a3  we  have  seen  hy  the  sovereign:  and ,  )m 
royal  consort.  His  intimate  and  tinifoEia 
patron,  John  of  Gaunt,  was  lately  inarried  to 
a  most  accomplished  and  amiable  woman^ 
and  had  in  right  of  his  wife  succeeded  ito  the 
largest  and  direst  patrimony  in  England^ 
Chaucer,  as  has  already  appeared,  and  will 
hereafter  be  more  distrnctty^  shown,  was  at 
this  time  ^  lover,  a  curciimrtaiice  which 
might  naturally  predispose  him  to  the  trans- 
lation of  a  work,  the  topics  erf'  which  are  the 
enchantments^  the  difficjuldes,  and  the  suf- 
ferings; df  Jove.  He  ww  an  uftsu«:essiiul 
lover ;  a  situatioia  whriok  might  reader  him 
les^  unwilling  to  tcan^i^se  into  English  the 
simp  ajad  hitter  reflections,  upon  the  sets  oc* 
caiionally  interspersed  in.  this  poem. 

In  describing  the  app^rance  of  a  comely 
and  beautiful  youti&  in,  the  course  of  thff. 
translation,  Chaucer  compares  hiin  to*  , 

The  lofd^'B  soBue  of  Wynd^wre : 
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ifi.  the  Frcinch  it  is  simply  chap. 

//  s^mhloit  estrejilz  de  roy^ 

ver.  1225, 

Edward  IIL  is  certainly  meant  by  the  •'  lorde 
of  Wyndeiore,"  This  was  his  distinctive 
appellation;  he  having  been  born  at  that 
seat,  and  it  beings  the  use  of  the  times  for 
persons,  particularly  those  of  rank,  to  take  a 
surname  from  the  place  of  their  birth-  Hence 
I  infer  that  the  translation  was  made  after 
Chaucer  had  becomfe  an  object  of  court  fa- 
vour, and  was  in  the  habit  of  beholding  the 
$ons  of  hi»  n!^aster. 
-  Pfetrarca  speaks  with  contempt  of  the  Ro^  p«trarca'« 

X  1  OpUlKMI 

num  de  la  R^se^.  This  is  as  it  should  be.  ^1}^ 
Pfetrarca,  a  true  Italian,  regarded  with  pe- 
danldc  fastidiousness  and  loathing  etery  thing 
tibadi  tras  ullramoirtane,  and  there^e  it  wa& 
natural  that  ha  literary  production  should 
excite  in  him  greater  impatience  than  the 


^  De  Sade,  Tom.  Ill,  p.  45. 


poem. 
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c  H  A  Pi  poem  which  Chaucer  has  translated.    It  does 

XXIV.     ^ 

TTi  not  follow  that  he  was  in  any  degree  insincere 

in  its  condcnination.  Men  usually  find  in 
every  book  what  they  are  strongly  predispos- 
ed to  find.  Eveiy  work  of  human  invention 
and  effort  has  faults  enpugh.in  it  to  satisfy 
^e  passions  of  the  malevolent,  and  tojustify 
to  their  own  minds  the  scorn  they  express. 
Petrarca  understood  the  Roman  de  la  Rpse  no 
better  than  Voltaire  understood  Shakespear. 

itscxtea-  But,  if  this  poem  has  been  condemned  by 
fuiarity.  Petrarca,  and  derided  by  the  fastidiousness  of 
modern  criticism,  it  was  proportionately  ho- 
noured in  the  applauses  of  successive  ages. 
Petrarca,  even  while  he  condemns  it,  con- 
fesses that  all  France,  with  Paris  at  its  bead, 
was  agreed  in  an  opinion  opposite  to  his* 
,  The  last  editor  of  this  poem  affirms  ^  that 
though,  previously  to  his  impression,  it  had 
been  many  times  printed,  yet  the  number  of 


^  Roman  de  la  Rose,  3  Tom.  12mo.  Amsterdam,  l^SS, 
Preface. 
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manuscript,  was  much  greater  than  that  of  ^  ",J^^* 
printed,  copies ;  a  most  striking  illustration  ■ "' 
of  the  esteem  and  request  in  which  it  was 
formerly  held,  Clement  Marot,  the  author 
whom  modexn  France,  judging  by  the  deli- 
cacies of  style  only,  regards  as  the  father  of 
its,  poetry,  printed  an  edition  of  this  work 
into.which  he  introduced  so  many  variations, 
as  almost  to  amount  to  what  the  Italians  call 
^  rifaccirmnto.  Ronsard,  a  celebrated  French 
poet  thirty  years  younger  than  Marot,  is  said 
never  to  havel)een  without  this  poem  about 
his  person  ^  Lastly,  Regnier,  a  isatirist,  6f 
the  sixteenth  century,  who  in  France  divides 
the  palm  of  that  species  of  composition  with 
Boileau,  has  taken  a  part  of  this  poem  as  the 
basis  of  imitation  in  the  best  and  most  ap* 
plauded  of  his  performances. 

The  Roman  de  ia  Rose  is  the  joint  produc-  ittM&oii. 
tjcMi  of  William  de  Lorris  and  John  de  Mean. 
There  has  been  some  difference  of  opii^ion. 


*  pinet.  Vie  de  Komiard,  apud  Roman  de  la  Rose^  Preface* 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


»»  LIFE  OP  OIAUCER, 

<!"  A  f  as  to  how  much  of  the  poem  i»  to  be  ascrib-. 
ed  to  each  of  these  writersw  It  has  com** 
monly  been  started  that  the  .part  written  by 
William  de  Lorrfi  ends  at  terse '4 1:49  of  the 
original,  which,  relatively  to  a  work  consist- 
ing of  more  than  twenty-two  thoasand  verses 
can  scarcely  be  considered  as  any  thing  more 
than  the  introduction.  This  statement  rests 
upon  the  authority  of  the  rlryming  summaries 
occasionally  interposed  throughout  the  work; 
and  which  are  supposed  to  have  beett  the 
production  of  the  fifteenth  century.  The 
last  editor  hov^ever  *  gives  it  as  his  opinion 
that  William  de  Lorris  wrote  11135  verses, 
or  about  half  of  the  poem.  This  opinion  he 
founds  upon  the  authority  of  a  passage  oc-» 
curring  in  that  part  of  the  poem  j  where  the 
God  of  Love  is  introduced  as  prophesying 
that  here  William  de  Lorris  shall  rest  from 
his  labour,  and  John  de  Meun  shall  take  up 
^  pen. 


*  Note stttle  Ten  ill35« 
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tlnidoubtediy  the  authority  of  the  body  of  c  h  a  p. 
the  poem  is  greater  than  that  of  the  sum-  ,u— -Ju 
maries  which  were  written  at  a  lat^  period  j 
but  on  a  narrow  inspection  perhaps  these 
authorities  will  not  be  found  to  chsk.  At 
verse  11136  the  author  repeats  with  the  va- 
riation of  only  one  or  two  words,  four  lines 
which  had  already  occurred  at  verse  414^, 
and  then  adds. 

Cy  se  reposera  Guillaime.  .       . 

The  words  Cy  se  r€p&s4ra  may  therefore  per* 
haps  as  well  be  construed  as  referring  to  the 
place  at  whiph  those  four  lines  (in  either 
construction  the  last  written  by  William  de  , 
Lorris)  first  appear,  as  to  the  place  where 
theyar^  a  second  time  repeated.  On  this 
hypothesis  the  assertion  of  John  de  Meun  at 
verse  11135,  and  the  assertion  of  the  au^ 
riwr  of  the  summaries  in  the  fifteenth  cen- 
tury, perfectly  coincide,. 

The  editor  adduces,  as  a  further  argument  Time  when 

^  it  was  wrii- 

to  diow  that  William  de  Loms  wrote  more  ^«°- 
iof  the  poem  than  has  usually  been  ascribed 
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CHAP,  to  him,  a  passage  at  verse  7og8,1^here  ChirleS 
lof  Anjou  is  spoken  of  as  the  reigning  kii^  of 
Sicily.  In  this  passage  the  defeat  df  Manfred  is 
mentioned  which  happened  in  the  year  I266i 
and  the  decapitation  of  Conradin^  the  lawful 
hereditary  claimant  of  the  crown  of  Sicily, 
which  took  place  in  i2f)8*  From  the  pe-* 
riod  of  these  events  Chatles  of  Anjott  had 
peaceable  possession  of  the  ctown,  till  the 
era  of  the  Sicilian  vespers  in  1282,  when  he 
was  finally  expelled.  This  part  of  the  poem 
therefore  appears  to  have  been  Written  be- 
tween the  years  1268  and  1282  >  but  it  will 
not  follow  that  it  was  written  by  William  de 
Lorris. 

It  seems  that  it  would  be  more  reasonable 
from  this  internal  ipdicatidn  of  time,  com- 
bined with  the  authorities  above  stated,  to 
iafer  a  correction  of  the  received  chrono- 
logy of  the  poem.  John  de  Meun  informs 
us  at  verse  1 1 161,  that  he  entered  upon  the 
continuation  of  the  poem  more  than  forty 
years  after  the  death  of  his  predecessor. 
Taking  then  the  mean  term  of  the  preced- 
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ing  dates  as  the  epoch  of  John  de  MeunV  c "  *  p« 

composition^  and  assuming  that  he  began  his  i 

continuation  in  the  year  1 275,  it  will  follow, 
that  William' de  Lorris  died  before  1235,  itt*- 
stead  of  in  I20o,  the  period  assigned  by 
FaUchet  ^  and  the  subsequent  writers. 

It  is  not  to  be  believed  that  a  poem  should 
have  so  extensively  and  so  long  engrossed  the 
admiration  of  mankind,  without  possessing 
great  intrinsic  merit.  We  are  not  to  expe<:* 
however  to  find  it  a  work  accommodated  to 
modern  ideas,  or  which  is  not  fraught  with 
great  and  striking  inequalities. 

The  main  story,  which  exhibits  the  fer-iwfabe. 
vour  and  the  difficulties  attendant  upon  the 
passion  of  love  under  the  emblem  of  a  rose 
which  is  to  be  plucked,  is  ill-chosen  and  ex-* 
ceedingly  ridiculous.  We  cannot  interest 
ourselves  about  a  hero,  of  whom  the  pluck- 
ing this  rose  is  to  be  the  grand  achievement^ 
After  a  variety  of  obstacles  and  difficulties  hft 


!  Qriginede  la  Ungt^eyt  Po?skfran9}i$,chap.  1^25, 1^ 
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CHAP,  first  succeeds  so  far  as  to  ki«s  the  rose.    He 
«  '  is  then  overwhelfoed  with  the  consequences 

of  his  own  temerity,  appears  to  be  fiirthet 
-dmn  ever  from  attaining  the  <^ject  of  his 
pursuit,  and  gives  himself  up  to  despair. 
Jealousy  builds  a  wall,  flanked  with  bastions, 
and  defended  by  a  Strong  garrison,  to  pro- 
tect the  rose  from  further  violation.  The 
God  of  Love  on  the  other  hand  summons 
his  baronage,  to  cooperate  with  the  attempt 
of  the  adventurous  hera  After  a  hard  cam- 
paign, and  a  variety  of  stratagems  and  am- 
bushes, the  rose  is  at  length  gathered ;  at  the 
same  moment  the  dawn  appears,  the  poet 
awakes,  and  finds  every  thing  which  had 
happened  to  be  a  dream.  All  this  is  un*- 
doubtedly  to  the  utmost  degree  frigid  and 
puerile. 
■  The  gkrrison  of  Jealousy,  as  well  as  th* 
firmy  of  Love,  is  made  up  of  allegorical  per- 
sonages. We  have  not  only  Danger  and 
Shame  and  Chastity  and  Reason,  but  still 
thinner  and  more  impalpable  personages, 
siich    as  •  Wicked- tongue.    Well-healings 
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False-semblant,  and  Kind*- welcoming.  What  ^xxiv^* 
a  miserable  figure  do  such  agents  make  in 
poetical  narration,  when  compared  with  Ve- 
nus and  Mars,  and  Hercules  and  Apollo,  and 
Hygeia  and  Hebe,  with  all  their  attributes 
and  almost  tangible  reality,  the  deities  of 
classical  mythology ! 

The  language  also  of  the  Roman  de  la  Rose  iti  un- 
is  in  a  high  degree  crude  and  unpolished. 
The  want  of  a  happy  and  delicate  choice  of 
words  is  by  no  means  its  greatest  fault.  One 
of  the  most  eminent  marks  of  distinction  be- 
tween a  poetical  and  a  prose  language,  is  the 
concentration  of  the  poetical  manner.  /  In 
prose  line  after  line  creeps  upon  the  reader 
unperceived,  and  provided  a  sentence  pre- 
sents to  him  collectively  a  mass  of,  nieaning, 
it  is  a  point  of  comparative  indifierence  whe- 
ther that  meaning  is  presented  in  ten  lines  or 
in  six.  But  in  poetry  every  line  has  -as  it 
were  a  separate  life,  and  the  interposition  of 
one  feeble  line  is  a  broad  and  glaring  de- 
formity. The  language  of  poetry  ought  to 
-be  brief  and  concentred ;  aod  if  at  certain 

VOL.  II.  R 
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'^xxnT'  tim^s  it  indulges  itself  iii  a  larger  enumeration 
*'  or  more  voluminous  flow^  at  least  every  head 

of  the  enumeration  ought  to  be  emphatical 
and  effective.  But  this  v^ras  a  secret  un- 
known to  the  versifiers  of  the  twelfth  and 
thirteenth  centuries.  Their  favourite  mea- 
sure, that  in  which  the  old  romances  ar© 
usually  written,  and  in  which  the  Roman  de 
la  Rase  is  composed,  is  nearly  the  measure  of 
the  poem  of  Hudibras :  and,  as  this  measure 
§6ems  to  carry  with  it  an  irresistible  tempta-^ 
tion  to  lead  on  the  poet  from  verse  to  verse 
and  from  page  to  page,  we  may  conceive  in 
what  manner  it  operated  upon  the  unfiprmed 
taste  of  the  poetical  writers  of  the  middle 
Ages.  There  are  many  passages  in  the  Ra^ 
man  tie  k  Rose  extending  themselves  through 
successive  pages,  which  are  distinguished  by 
rhyme  and  measure  alone  from  the  laxest  and  ' 
most  flagging  pfQse* 
Its  relative       But,  if  wc  would  cstimate  truly  any  work 

excellence.  ^ 

of  human  intellect  or  genius,  we  must  com^ 
pare  it,  not  with  the  more  finished  ideas  and 
art  which   may  afterward  have  arisen,  but 
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with  the  degree  of  merit  exhibited  in  pre^  c  h  a  p. 

^  \  *  XXIV. 

ceding  compositions ;  though  there  are  pas-  ^ — ^^>4mi 
sages  in  the  Roman  de  la  Rose  which,  do  not 
need  to  be  compared  with  inferior  works,  to 
enable  diem  to  command  our  admiration. 
The  Roman  de  la  Rase  was  principally  pre- 
ceded by  tales  of  chivalry :  and,  though  in 
these  ribere  are  often  manifested  brilliant  ima- 
gination, wild  and  striking  inventions,  grand 
sentiments  of  honour,  and  a  noble  enthu- 
siasm, yet  the  main. topics  of  which  diey 
treat  are  so  remote  from  the  simple  and  im- 
sophisticated  sentiments  of  the  human  piind, 
and  are  so  distended,  colossal  and  unnatural, 
as  to  exclude  the  writei's  who  narrate  them 
from  the  most  genuine  and  unfading  beauf^ 
ties  of  poetry. 

Compared  then  with  the  romances  of  chi-  imagina- 

"%  V  tion  and 

valry,  the  Romance  of  the  Rose  oners  to  us  the  «««»««, 
roost  striking  improvements.  It  commences 
with  a  rich  vein  of  allegory  and  personifica- 
tion ;  and,  undoubtedly  nothing  can  be  more 
precisely  and  emphatically  poetical  than  a 
well  sustained  personification.     It  has  ^Iso, 

R  a 
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^xxiv*  ^y  ^^^^^  ^^  *^^  discourses  and  episodes  oc- 
"  casionally  inserted  in  it,  a  character  of  ge- 

nuine kumanness  and  life,  and  presents  us 
with  a  finished  picture  of  the  manners,  in 
many  respects,  of  individuals  in  priviate  so- 
ciety, as  they  existed  in  the  thirteenth  cen- 
tury. . 
Dwcription  '  William  de  Lorrls  dreams,  as  Chaucer  has 
commonly  contrived  tb  do,  in  the  month  of 
May,  and  his  description  of  the  season  is  ex- 
quisitely spirited  and  animated. 

That  it  was  May  me  thoughten  ^  tho. 
It  is  fivd  yere  or  more  ago ; 
That  it  was  May,  thus  dremed  me. 
In  time  of  love  and  jolit6, 
That  al  thing  ginneth  waxen  gay. 
For  there  is  nether  'buske  nor  ^hay, 
'  In  May  that  it  ^  n*ill  shrouded  bene, 
,  '^  .  And  it  with  newe  leves  *  wrene ; 

These  woddes  eke  recoveren  grene, 
That  drie  in  winter  ben  to  sene. 


then.  'bush.  *  hedge.        .    ^  will  not. 


I 


*  wr^.  ^  I 
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And  theerth  wexeth  proude  withall  c  h  a  p. 

For  ""sot^  dew^s  that>on  it  fell. 

And  the  pover  estate  forgette. 

In  whiche  that  winter  had  it  sette. 

And  theii  becom'th  the  grounde  so  proude, 

That  it  wol  have  a  new6  ehroude, 

And  mak'th  so  ^  queint  his  robe  and  feyre, 

That  it  had  hewes  an  hundred  payre 

Of  grasse  and  flours,  Inde  andPers, 

And  many  hew6s  full  divers ; 

That  is  the  robe  I  mean  "  iwis, 

Through  whiche  the  ground  °  to  praisen  is. 

The  bird6s  that  han  left  **  her  songe. 
While  thei  han  sufFred  colde  ful  stronge 
In  wethers  ^  grille,  and  derke  to  sight^ 
Ben  in  May,  for  the  sunn^  bright, 
So  glad,  that  they  shewe  in  singing, 
That  in  **her  hert  is  suche  liking. 
That  thei  mote  singing  and  ben  light; 
Than  dothe  nightingale  her  might 
To  maken  noise  and  singen  blithe ; 
Than  is  bltssfuU  many  a  "^  sithe 


*  sweet.  '  trim.  "  indeed.  °  worthy 

^    of  great  praise.  ^  their.  "*  frosty.  "^  time. 
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CH ^P-      The  ^  chclaaindre'  and  the  * popingay  t 


XXlVc 

riwi     '  "ii     Than  young6  fblke  entendei^  aie, 
For  to  ben  gaic  and  amorous. 
The  time  is  than  so  savourous^ 
Jiarde  is  his  faerte  that  loveth  nought 
In  Mey>  when  al  this  muth  is  wrought* 

ver*494 

The  translation  of  this  passage,  as  well  ad 

of  alniost  every  other  part  of  the  poem,  is 

no  Ifss  singukriy  close  and  ^thful  to  the 

» original,  than  it  is  spirited,  rich  and  flowing. 

The  author  dreams  that  it  is  already  morn* 

ing,  and  that,  animated  by  the  beauty  of  the 

season^  he  ri^s  from  his  bed,  and  sets  out  on 

a  walk  to  enjoy  the  freshness  of  the  odours* 

His  path  conducts  him  along  the  banks  of  a 

river,  which  is  admirably  described,  and  at 

length  brings  him  to  the  wall  of  a  spacious 

garden. 

^M*r^ts      ^^^^  garden  proves  to  be  the  Garden  of 

xvaih.       Mirth ;  and  the  author  by  a  most  ipgenious 

fiction,  in  representing  the  walls,  as 

ini-^— .,  • ^«j 

'  goldfinch*  '  parrot. 
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'  Portrayred  jvithout,  and  well  entayled  chap. 

With  many  full  riche  portreitures, 

.  ver,  140. 

has  ^  described  the  figures  on  the  outside,  as 
being  of  those  passions  and  abstract  qualities 
which  are  most  opposite  to  Mirth ;  thus  giv- 
ing to  this  part  of  his  composition,  when 
compared  with  that  in  which  he  delineates 
the  persons  frequenting  the  garden,  all  the 
advantages  of  the  most  perfect  contrast.  The 
figures  he  describes  are  ten^  viz.  Hate,  Fe- 
lony, Villainy,  Covetousness,  Avarice  (these, 
two  are  distinguished  by  making  the  former 
represent  eagerness  of  accumulation,  and  the 
latter  the  extremcst  reluctance  to  expend)^ 
Envy,  Sorrow,  Old  Age,  Hypocrisy  and  Po* 
verty:  and  it  is  hot  easy  to  conceive  any 
thing  more  ianimated  or  more  consummately 
picturesque  than  most  of  these  descriptions. 
'As  the  progress  of  the  poetical  art  in  these 
early  times  must  be  exceedingly  interesting 
to  every  reader  of  this  work,  ahd  as  the  state 
of  poetry  under  William  de  Lorris,  one  hun- 
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CHAP,  dred  years  before  Chaucer,  is  In  some.sense.an 

XXIV."  ''  ' 

object  of  more  curious  observation  than  even 
the  poetry  of  Chaucer,  there  will  be  found  in 
an  Appendix  to  this  volume  the  delineation 
at  large  of  the  personage  of  Old  Age^  . 
Its  inhabit-  From  the  inner  side  of  the  inclosure  pro- 
ceeds  the  sound  of  the  ^'  jvgoning"  of  a 
thousand  birds,  and  excites  in  the  poet  an 
eager  desire  to  eqter  the  garden.  He  finds 
the  walls  however  impossible  to  be  scaled, 
and  therefore  resolves  to  follow  their  circum- 
ference, till,  at  length  he  com«  to  a  wicket, 
which  is  characteristically  opened  to  him  by 
the  portress,  Idleness.  He  hastens  to  the 
presence  of  Mirth  (in  French  Deduit)^  whom 
he  finds  engaged  in  an  entertainment  of  sing- 
ing and  dancing.  The  persons  of  the  dangers 
are  then  copiously  described:  Mirth  with  his 
partner  Gladness;  Love  accompanfed  by 
'Beauty;  and  next  after  her  severally  the 
ladies  Riches,  Bounty,   AiFability,  Courtesy 


Appendix,  No.  III. 
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and  Idleness,   with    their    partners,  whose  chap. 
figures  are  partly  described,  but  to  whoma===a 
the  poet  has  not  given  names.     It  is  not 
without  meaning  that  Riches  is  represent- 
ed as  immediately  attendant  upon  (or  usher 
tp)  Beauty. 

The  dance  ended,  the  poet  resolves  to  visit  Foontimof 
every  part  of  the  garden,  and  to  observe  its 
beauties  at  leisure.  In  this  ramble  he  is 
followed  every  where,  unperceived,  by  the 
God  of  Love,  attended  by  his  armour- 
bearer.  After  a  variety  of  other  beauties 
which  present  themselves,  he  arrives  at  a 
well,  called  the  Fountain  of  Love,  at  the 
bottom  of  which,  beneath  the  clear  and  trans- 
lucent water,  are  two  crystals. 

That,  whan  the  sunn6  clere  in  sight 
Cast  in  that  welle  his  bcm6s  bright. 
And  that  the  hete  descended  is, 
Than  tak'th  the  cristall  stone  iwis 
Againe  the  sunne  an  hundred  hew6s, 
Blewe,  yelow,  red,  tha,t  fresh  and  new  is; 
Yet  hath  the  mervailous  cristall 
3uche  strength,  that  the  place  over  all, 
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CHAP.      Both  foulcy  and  tre,  aAd  lev^s  gren^ 
Ajid  aU  the "  yerd€  iu  it  is  seae : 

For  ever  in  whiche  halfe  ye  be. 
Ye  may  wel  halfe  the  gardine  se. 
And  if  ye  turne,  ye  may  right  wele 
Sene  the  rem^naunt  every  dele ; 
For  there  is  none  so  litel  thing 
So  hid  ne  closen  Avith  shitting, 
That  it  n'ls  sene,  as  though  it  ^ere 
Ypainted  in  the  cristall  there. 

ver,  1573. 

The  pecuKar  property  of  this  fountain  is, 
that  whoever  looks  into  it,  will  infallibly  see 
something  represented  in  the  crystal  which 
will  fix  his  affections,  and  plant  in  him  the  . 
passion  of  love*  This,  we  are  told,  is  the 
very  fountain  into  which  Narcissus  looked, 
when  he  became  enamoured  of  his  own 
image. 

The  object  which,  among  a  thousand  pre- 
sented by  this  mirror,  attracts  the  poet*s  at- 


'  gardbo* 
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tention^^is  a  rose-bush,  covered  with  roses,  chap. 

XXIV. 

some  full-blown,  aixl  some  whkh  as  yet  are  ■'  m 
only  buds.  He  cannot  resist  the  impulse 
to  approach  the  object  the  image  of  which 
has  impressed  him  with  so  strong  a  sensation. 
As  he  draws  nearer  the  savour  of  the  roses 
seems  to  embalm  the  air^  and  thrills  through 
his  nerves.  Above  the  rest  a  half-blown  bud 
fixes  his  partiality,  and  he  would  fain  pluck 
it,  but  fears  to  offend  the  proprietor  aiKi 
lord  of  the  garden. 

The  God  of  Love  espies  his  opportunity,  commmoc- 
^nd  seizes  his  weapons.  In  the  hands  of  his  v^^* 
armour-bearer  are  two  bows  and  ten  arrows, 
the  properties  and  effects  of  each  of  which 
are  described ;  the  one  tending  to  generate  a 
good  and  wholsomc  affection,  and  the  other 
shame,  villainous  measures  and  despair. 
Love  employs  against  the  poet  his  better 
and  more  friendly  weapons.  He  shoots  at 
him, ,  from  behind  a  fig-tree,  five  arrows  in 
quick  succession,  of  which  the  poet  draws 
out  the  shaft  with  the  feather,  but  the  barb 
in  each  instance  remains  in  his  heart.     This 
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CHAP,  done,  Love  suddenly  leaps  upon  his  victim; 

<'  and  calls  upon  him  to  surrender.     The  poet 

makes  no  resistance ;  and,  to  secure  his  con^ 
quest,  the  God  fastens  his  padl6ck  upon  th6 
lover's  heart.  The  passion  of  the. narrator 
for  the  idol  of  his  choice  is  now  complete, 
and  there  is  nothing  upon  which  his  whole 
soul  is  more  earnestly  bent,  than  to  gather 
the  rose  toward  which  his  preference  is  de- 
termined. 

cwntMJid.  The  God  having  thus  secured  his  vassal, 
i^«-  endeavours  to  inspire  him  with  courage  and 
good  heart,  and  exhorts  him  cheerfully  to 
perform  the  commandments  which  Love  is 
accustomed  to  give  to  his  votaries.  The 
lover  earnestly  intreats  to  be  made  acquaint- 
ed with  these  commandments:  and  here 
commences  a  discourse  upon  the  art  of  love, 
occupying  the  space  of  eight  hundred  lines* 
In  this  part  of  his  poem  William  de  Lorris 
has  taken  advantage  in  several  places,  of  his 
acquaintance  with  the  works  of  Ovid;  yet 
there  is  in  it  much  of  what  is  truly  original 
and  his  -own :  and  there  is  no  portion  of  the 
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Roman  de  la  Rose  more  qualified  to  excite  ^^^y' 
and  to   gratify  the  reader's   curiosity^     To  •^'       .^ 
every  one  who  is^  inquisitive  respecting  the 
manners  of  distant  ages,, or  has  a  desire  to 
perfect  his  knowledge  of  the  nature  of  man^ 
this   passage  must  prove  a  valuable   relic, 
and  a  most  acceptable  entertainment •     The  Romance 
writers  of  these  early  ages  had  dealt  so  long 
in   unnatural  manners,  forced  heroisnl,  and 
incredible  achievements,  that  it  must,  afford 
an  enviable  relief  to  a  mind  of  taste,  to  meet  > 
with  a  passage  so  natural,  so  genuine  and  so 
human.     In  the  adventures  of  Arthur  aiid 
Charlemagne,  of  the  Red- Cross-Knights  and 
-the  Soldans,  we  scarcely  recognise  the  fea- 
tures of  our  common  species.     They  are  like 
the  strange/  .uncouth  and  unwieldy  figures, 
which  we  see  dressed  up  for.  a  masquing  or 
a  coronation.     With  William  de  Lorris  in 
the  pfesent  instance  Wje  at  once  descend  to 
the  level  scene  of  private  life,  and  the  par- 
lours  and  domestic   sentiments  of  our  ^an- 
cestors. ^  The  versifiers  indeed  who  wrpte  FaUcours, 
Jaefore  the  Romance  of  the  Rose,  had  their 
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CHAP,  comic  and  satirical  tales ;  but  these,  as  well 
xxnr. 
T.-,      '  J  as  the  tales  of  high  and  heroic  achievement, 

were  strained  beyond  the  true  bias*  They 
are  exhibitions,  intended  to  produce  strong 
and  unasual  sensations,  and  do  not  present 
us  with  our  fellow-man,  undressed  and  un» 
conscious  of  a  spectator.  In  the  counsels 
of  prudence  or  of  conduct  which  are  here 
deliveroi  to  us,  the  most  secret  sentiments 
of  the  human  mind  are  unfolded,  and  the 
minute  impulses  which  often  escape  the 
observation  of  the  man  upon  whom  they 
act.  The  true  lover  of  man  feels  an  exqui- 
site and  incalculable  delight,  when  he  is  en^ 
abled  to  perceive  in  how  many  respects  the 
men  of  five  cehturies  ago  identify  them-* 
selves  with  him  and  his  contemporaries, 
nistoriant.  This  makes  the  difference  between  Livy  and 
-  Froissart,  the  difference  between  the  history 
on  the  one  hand  of  the  harsh,  the  haughty, 
the  factious,  the  public-minded  and  stoical 
republic  of  Rome,  and  on  the  other  of  the 
good  old  people  of  England,  the  peasant 
in  the  midst  of  his  family,  the  hospitable. 
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well-humoured  and   open-hearted  country-  ^xxfv^' 
gentleman^  and  the  baron  surrounded  by  his  '■' 

vassals. 

Whom  they  did  ever  honour  as  their  guide, 
Lov'd  B,s  their  father,  as  their  roaster  follow'd, 
As  their  great  patron  thought  on  in  their 
prayers  \ 

The  manners  of  England  uncjer  the  Planta^ 
genets  were  in  many  respects  extremely  un- 
Jike  our  own,  the  relative  situations  of  man 
and  man,  of  the  higher  classes  and  the  lower, 
are  usually  said  to  have  been  totally  different ; 
yet  it  is  only  man  with  a  little  variety  of 
garb,  and  exhibiting  in  the  main,  the  same 
passions  and  humours,  human  frailty  and 
human  kindness.  When  the  men  of  former 
times  are  shown  as  William  de  Lorris  brings 
theoi  to  our  view,  the  sacred  awe  with 
which  we  contemplate  the  airy  shadows  of 


'f  L«ar>  Act  I,  Scent  L 
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c<iAi>.  the  departed  perishes  from  our  bosoms,  and 
afe==^  they,  become  to  us  our  brother-men,  living, 
moving  and  real.  It  is  thus  that  in  reading 
passages  of  great  animation  and  fire  in  the 
best  authors,  v^e  seem  to  hold  direct  com- 
munion with  the  author  himself,  and  can 
scarcely  be  persuaded  that  the  heart  which 
dictated  such  passages  has  ceased. to  beat, 
and  the  eye  which  sparkled  with  such  senti-^ 
ments  has  ceased  to  glisten, — The  discourse 
of  the  God  of  Love  to  his  vassal  is  in  many 
respects  so  curious  and  important,  that  it  has 
been  thought  proper  to  insert  it  in  the  Ap- 
pendix to  this  volume ''. 
wiuiamde  Qu  the  vvhole  it  may  safely  be  affirmed 
that  the  first  2950  versea  of  William  de 
Lorris  may  challenge  a  comparison  with 
most  of  the  happiest  effusions  of  the  genius 
of  poetry :  they  exhibit  an  admirable  variety 
of  talent ;  and  it  will  be  found  diflficult  to 
i   pronounce  from  the  perusal,  whether-  the 


'  Appendix,  No.  IV. 
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author  excels  most  in  the  richness  of  his  de-  chap. 

scriptive  powers,  in  the  spirit  and  force  ^f- ^i 

his  allegorical  paintings^  or  in  the  acuteness 
and  exactness  of  his  observations  upon  life 
and  manners. 
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CHAP.  XXV. 


ROMANCE   OP  THE   ROSE   CONTINUED.  —  SAXmE 
UPON  THE  MENDICANTS* 


c HAP.  The  part  o£  the  Roman  de  la  Rose  which 

XXV.  ^ 

^^— ->— *  was  written  by  John  de  Meun  is  much  mdre 
Meun.  miscellaneous^  and  has  infinitely  less  of  the 
poetical  spirit,  than  the  part  written  by  his 
predecessor*  It  is  however  1^  no  means 
destitute  of  merit.  The  authcM:  has  admit-* 
ted  into  it  an  unbounded  variety  of  matter^ 
and  made  it  the  vehicle  of  all  his  satire,  of 
all  his  observation  upon  life  and  manners, 
and  perhaps  of  all  his  learning.  Many  clas- 
sical stories  are  interspersed ;  and  several  of 
them,  as  the  editor  of  1735  has  justly  re* 
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marioedy  •*  uo^  introduced  in  so  uncottneGtedl  ^  ^^''- 
and  extraordinary  a  manfler,  that  any* other  ^""""^ 
place    i%   the    poem   wduld    have    sakeci 
^em  as  well^  a^  that  ia  whkh  they  oaio  it^ 
8erted%** 

One  of  the  indkiduals  in  the  aMmy  of  the  Paitt-sem* 
God  of  Love  is  Fabe-semblant,  the  offsprfng   tk^i 
df  Guile,  hegott€^n  u|>on  Hypocrisy.     Fionv  ^«f 
che  intPdductJon  of  thi&  parsonage  John  db 
Mbuft  takes^  occaskMi  uy  more  thais  a  tbout^* 
Ja^d  verd^  t^  poui?  c^f  his^  sple^i  against  ds$ 
xnendicanc  friars^     Fa^e^sembhint  it  laade 
to  give  an  account  o£  himself  to  his  com^ 
mand^r^.  asd  in^  this;  accoant  the  poet  has  in-^' 
tfirwove^  Im  Mttw  upon  religious  it^pos^^ 
tt^^e.    He  digresses  inm  the  history  of  WiU 
litElm^deSi.:/lmotir  at  di^ingufshed  polesxiicat 
e^haitlf^tk^  aind^  of  ail  the  piineipal  contro«> 
yers^e^  ocea^idlied;  by  the  insmution  and  fto^ 
tfeedingff  of  the  mendicant  orders.     As  thi^ 
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^xxv!  I^istory  strongly  tends  to  illustrate  the  man-r 
^  ncrs  and  sentiments  of  these  early  ag^,  and 

is  connected  with  certain  transactions  in 
which  Chaucer  was  afterward  engaged,  a 
few  pages  of  this  work  cannot  be  more  pro- 
fitably spent  than  in  illustrating  it. 
R«vmi  of  ^*  The  revival  of  learning"  is  a  phrase 
in'JhT*  which  for  a  considerable  time  past  has  been 
ccntvy.  almost  exclusively  appropriated  to  the  period 
of  the  taking  of  Constantinople,  and  the 
age  of  Leo  X.  It  has  already  appeared  that 
the  same  phrase  might  without  any  striking 
impropriety  be  applied  to  the. twelfth  cen- 
tury. It  was  then  that  the  night  which: 
threatened  to  bury  all  Europe  in  barbarisBi 
began  to  be  dissipated;  it  wafr  then  that 
Certain  literary  adventurers  imported  fi-oiA 
the  Saracens  science^  the  iny^igatioo  qC 
nature^  and  the  Aristotelian  philosophy ;  i( 
was  then  that  romance  was  invented^  and 
poetry  seemed  to  be  new  created;  and  it 
was  this  period  which  was  illustrated  by- 
the  labours  of  Abelard,  William . of  Malmes- 
bury,  Peter  <^  Bloij,  John  of  Salislmiy  and 
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Joseph  of  Exeter ;  as  well  jis  of  Turpin,  Geo^  c  h  a,p: 
frey  of  Monmouth,  Benoit  and  Wace.  r 

This  revival  of  learning:  however  seemed  it»  effects 

°  upon  the 

kt  first  to  bear  no  favourable  aspect  upon  the  ™;^ 
cause  of  religion,  at  least  of  the  species  of 
religion  at  that  time  established  in  Europe. 
During  the  period  so  justly  distinguished  by 
the  appellation  of  the  dark  ages,  the  usurpa* 
ti^n  of  the  Roman  pontiffs,  and  the  dissolute* 
ness  of  the  clergy,  particularly  of  the  monks, 
had  been  without  limits  and  without  shame. 
While  ignorance  universally  prevailed,  the 
most  imperious  insolence  was  regarded  with 
terror  and  veneration,  and  the  most  trans-* 
parent  veil  of  hypocrisy  and  affectation  was 
sufHeient  to  deceive  the  superstitious  multi- 
tude. But,  when  the  light  of  the  twelfth 
century,  however  to  us  it  may  appear  but  a 
glimmering  of  intellect,  broke  in  upon  the 
church,  it  produced  an  efi^ct  similar  to  that 
of  a  brilliant  lamp  suddenly  introduced  into 
an  assembly  of  persons  the  most  disorderly 
itnd  licentious,  who  had  thought  to  practise 
their  ocgies  with  impunity  under  the  friendly 
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c  H  A  p.  c6iN^  o£  t))f  flight.    If  4^e  uswpasioiK  ^mi 
41  the  vices  <5^f  the  cWrcA  had  propeodpii  wkh 

any  desgree  of  rooderfttioiit  habit  ^would  have 
r!6Coneiled  ^  <meitibeFS  wi  ^vbjects  to  the 
deformity ;  ibut  the.  trial  h»d  bBe»  made  in 
too  deqp  a  ^jniit  of  *e«arity,  and  the^^chaat- 
mtnt  broke.  There  ^a$  oonsiiderable  <»W9ii 
to  expect  tbtta  vioJent  dijfwu:^  mi^  over^ 
thnoMr  of  tte  church  wouW  follow  in  iH> 
longtiti^. 
Riicofthc  In  this  crisfe  a  remedy  pcese^tpd  itself^ 
^dtrs.  exactly  adaj)t'ed  to  the  ntture  ^  the  evij,  ^i 
the  character  of  the  tiaaes.  Serious  and  coa- 
sciefnAiQas  jsien  had  refleicted  with  «ng«i$h 
and  'despondency  upon  t4ie  dissolution  of 
Boanners,  and  the  ^prognes^  of  a  ^coftng  ^pirk 
of  firpdigion.  Mtiltit4*des  were  anxious  for 
the  nevdyal  of  a  pffactiosd  isenae  1^f  j^igious 
^pCBprcssbnfi^  to  wiie  agalwi  «be  iJreopitng  spirit 
tif  the  cfciirch,  aisd  to  stc^  Ewope  alt  laicge 
*o  lihfc  ahedwace  of  Jber  sptfiiftwl  father.  As 
^  )the  flisurpaticMftS  of  d^e  f  over^ign  pontiff 
that  w^  a  Kjtteatkii  *)  be  fsiottfed  by  inulitt^^ 
lu^QtrnttnoAatiofib  ^a^d  ra  cfiafity  and  temporiinng 
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tpnd)w:fe  Jbetwpen  the  spHlml  and  the  tenir  ^vj^jk. 
porflil  ppwers.      Ewt  tbe  open  jiw»0raJuyF?==i=i=? 


pf  tjbe  cleigy,  -aijid  the  prpEigacy  jof  .tb^ 
iwoufcsit  j^iqiiired  a  tmow?  decisive  interpof 
sitipnu  Tl^  iaterpositioo  w^s  £b]iiiid  ii>  the 
in$titQtion  and  psitjroaage  of  tl|e  pof  mUouU 

Tib^  two  nao^  rcelebiated  xxf  ^fm^  orders 
wiere  ibip  Dominicw  and  F/^npisjpa^and  they 
pw;ed  il^eir  orig4U  xospectiv/rly  to  p^erspni  of 
seemingly  very  <)ppo&itje  4:lwx*ctcr$.  5t.  Dor 
JUUU9  .wa$  a  priea  pf  a  nuKSt  io£^  ^d  d^- 
.$|)Otjx:  tfucnper,  inspired  wi.th  fap^cionis  yJi^ws 
rof  policy  and  ^ominibnit  and  iiiop^eat  of  an 
pp|xos;er^  He  it  was^  v^hp  Jed  ^  mcred 
9ir{nies  pf  tli|p  phurch  in  th^  pjipits  ^»isada 
for  tbe  «:|[tern4Qdtipn  pf  ^hf  Albigense^^  and 
who  iovc^nted  tb;i|:  iqelebrat^  a;(d  tr^eo^^nd* 
A?x\^  machine  wbicb  cont;ributed  so  ;^ucb  to 
the  maiqt^n^nce  qf  the  Holy  Catholip  reli« 


*  Mosh^im,  Historia  Ec^lttia^tica,  Cent.  XI^  ft^i  1^, 
9ap.  i^§.  ^, 


Digitized  byCjOQQlC 


S^4  LIFS  OF  CHAUCER. 

^xxv'  ^^^^  for  successive  centuries,  the  tribunal  di 
I '      .   the  Inquisition.      St.  Francis"  oi;  the  con* 

St.  Francis        ..      t     *  .  -•   ,  ^-    . 

•f  AuisL  t,.j^jy  appears  to  have  been  ^  melancholy  ^nd 
ingenuous  madman.  In  his  youth,  we  are 
told,  he  led  the  most  debauched  and  disor- 
derly life.  Being  seized  with  a  fit  of  sick- 
ness, the  consequence  of  his  exx^esses,  he  be* 
came  deeply  impressed  with  a  sense  of  re- 
morse, abjured  the  commerce  of  the  world, 
and  restrained  himself  to  so  gloomy  a  soli- 
tude, and  so  severe  a  regimen  of  life,  as  ma- 
cerated his  flesh,  and  rendered  his  counte- 
nance shrivelled  and  ghastly.  To  subdue  thei 
ascendancy  of  the  flesh,  he  rolled  himself 
naked  in  tirifts  of  inow  * ;  and  to  terminate 
the  hostilities  of  the  enemies  of  the  church, 
he  made  a  voluntary  expedition  to  Jerusalem, 
to  convert  the  Saracenic  soldan  who  presided 
there  \    These  two  meh  conceived  about  thq 


*  Bonaventura,  apud  Bayle^  DicUonnaune  Historique,  art. 
{}.  yran9ois. '  "* 

*  Moreri,  Diet.  Hist. 
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came  time,  and  probably  without  cither  de-  c  rf  a  p. 

living  the  idea  from  the  other,  the  project  of      ■ 

instituting  a  society  of  persons  who  should 
engage  in  the  vows  of  celibacy  and  humility, 
and  devote  their  lives  to  the  offices  of  piety 
and  benevolence. 

Voluntary  poverty  was  one  of  the  funda- ^^^'^^^ 
mental  laws  of  the  monastic  orders;  but 
though  according  to  the  rules  of  these  orders 
no  individual  could  call  the  smallest  trifle  his 
own,  the  society  at  large  might  have  pro- 
perty, and  under  cover  of  this  indulgence 
they  became,  as  the  monastic  discipline  re- 
lated, wealthy,  magnificent  and  luxurious. 
The  institutors  of  the  mendicant  orders  pro* 
irided  against  this  corruption,  by  refusing  to 
their  folloWers  the  possession  of  property, 
either  private  or  public.  They  were  accord- 
ingly wanderers  on  the  face  of  the  earth ; 
Hvithout  income,  without  money  and  with- 
out habitation;  indefatigable  in  the  duties 
of  preaching,  and  in  all  pious  and  benevolent 
offices  ;  travelling  from  city  to  city,  a^nd  from 
jcingdonfi  to  kingdom ;  sub$i$ting  upon  the 
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CDAP.  ^ms  of  the  charitabie^  aad  nefij^Ing «ir«ia  ef 
i^^  ^  those  mpre  th^n  was  necessary  for  ifce  in<^ 
(scanty  subsistence.  It  is  incredible  bfim  po^ 
pular  an^  venerable  these  frater^itie^,  S9 
^tron^y  conitrasce4  w^th  the  indiSer^ftce  of 
the  secular  clergy  ^nd  the  disorders  iKMXiifM^ 
tod  by  the  monies^  in  a  shorX  time  becvtne. 
Their  original  sovereign,  and  the  fpunder  ^ 
the  tribunal  of  th^  Inquisition^  wa^  p0pe  lt>n 
jiocent  III^  the  pontiff  who  exacted  ^  a  pe* 
n^lK:e  from  John  king  of  Engird  the  re^ 
signation  of  his  crown  to  th^  le%9t^  9f  die 
holy  see. 
Their  lUef  The  TOendicant  orders,  witi  a  IbresMieht 
neoce.  'jflrhich  Buy  Well  ioupress  us  wj^th  ast0fti$li- 
menty  and  wrhich  she^wed  a  6pep  dbsf(rtatiaix 
of  ^e  chararCter  of  the  age;,  ^dded  Jhie  culti* 
yatipn  ofscience,  and  the^ub^es^re^iieMi^ts 
^of  iutell^ctua.!  di^uisitipn,  |q  thftir  ^ytblted 
pretenpions  to  an  unco^nmon  pei)|ion  pf  piely. 
and  virtue.  Thus  they  addue^ed  fUbtfae 
prejudices  and  pirep«)sses$ipii5  then  f&^  m^ 
the  Christian  world  at  once.  The  spjbllest 
intellects  and  the  greatest  wit§  of  ithe  *welfli\ 
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an4  rfw  esdkfr  part  of  «he  tJvrteeo^  ceo-  char. 

XXV 

turks  wei::e  almost  W)iyer9«|l3r  of  the  Trrpr^'  -  ii 
cant  ordCTS;  Albertus  M^n^s,  Xboxnas 
Aquinas,  Jphaones  Duns  Scotus,  WUlwtti 
X>cc;am  a^^d  Roger  Bacoi;!.  CjOKsiiierix^  thea 
Ahe  v^iety  tof  Kccpnusuendation^  tjb^j  had 
^e  boast,  we  can  scarcely  he  surprised  to 
£nd  thei»  in  a  manner  all-powerful  in  tljp 
Christian  church,  and  engrossing  to  then>- 
pelves  1^  eutire  Avuthority  of  the  RotDsnx 
pontiff. 

The  evii/eat  epposers  of  the  meudicant  or-  Oppo«j  i»y 

*  *  the  huni 

4crs  were  the  dignitaries  in  the -several  Weat-  ofthcum. 
«rn  universities.  We  have  already  had  ocr 
^casioa  to  observe  how  gteatly  they  had  risen 
^on  jthe  disrepu^  of  the  oionastic  orders,  and 
what  fbnnidahle  rivals  they  jfbund  iu  ^he 
FraDciscan  and  DoauQicaii  societies  \  The 
unij^rsity  of  Pairis  toc^  the  Jeadatoong  these 
-establishraenta  for  the  purposes  of  genertl 
education,  and  by  natural  consequence  put 


^Cb9fX. 
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CHAP,  itself  foremost  in  the  controversy  with  the 

XXV. 

■  .  ...pifendicants.  William  de  St.  Amour,  above 
mentioned,  was  the  most  considerable  and 
most  distinguished  of  her  champions. 

iivangriium  The  mendicants  on  the  other  hand  were 
not  slow  to  encounter,  with  all  the  weapons 
of  argument  and  invective,  the  assailants  who 
were  drawn  up  against  them.  But  defence 
Is  a  delicate  and  a  dangerous  cause;  and  it 
not  seldom  h?ippens  that  a  proceeding  or  a 
dogma  is  more  discredited  by  an  unskilful 
vindication,  thai!  by  all  which  its  adver- 
saries can  allege  against  it.  One  of  the 
most  extraordinary  literary  productions  which 
appeared  on  the  side  pf  the  friars,  and  which 
has  particularly  attracted  the  attention  of 
John  de  Meun,  is  styled  Evangelium  Mter^ 
num^  and  was  commented  on  and  illustrated 
in  .a  second  work,  entitled  Introductio  ad 
Evangelium  Mternum,  The  history  of  these 
books  is  as  follows. 

Abbot  There  lived  in  the  eleventh  century  an  ^n-^ 

"^   thusiast  of  the  name  of  Joachim,  abbot  of 

f\o^z,  in  the  proyinpe  of  Calabria,   whom 
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his  contemporaries  revexed  as.  idivindiy  in*  chaf. 
spired,  and  whose  prophesies  tliey  equalled  ■  lin 
with  the  most  celebrated  of  ancient  times. 
Like  other  prophets,  a  favourite  subject  of 
his  effusions  was  the  melioration  of  nfian^ 
kind,  the  introduction  of  a.  purer  religion; 
and  a  happier  and  more  disinterested  state 
of  society.  Joachim  may  be  considered  as 
being  with  regard,  to  Italy,  what  Merlin  was 
in  our  own  island, and  Nostradanms  in  France. 
His  prophecies  were  collected  after  his  deaths 
land  published  .with  the  title,  of  the  Ever* 
lastiog  Gk)spel;  a  title  borrowed  from  a 
text  in  the  book  of  Revelations ',  where  the 
evangelist  is  represented  as  **  seeing  an  angd 
%iDg  in  the  midst  of  heaven,  having  the 
everlasting  gospel^.*" 

This  book  of  the  abbot  Jaocbim  having  Mi^^iiM 
£dkn  into  tl^  hands  of  sopie  of  the  more  of  them 

dicantor* 


^Chtp.XIV,Yer.6. 

*  Cave,  Hist.  Lit,  art,  Joachimus*     Mosheim^  ubi  supra, 
§.83. 
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chtap:  asealdu^  Franciscans^  was  regarded  by  ijidir 
MBics^deiit  and  exahed  spirits  asr  prophetic  <2if  tks' 
foonder  and  proceedings  of  their  order*  A 
coixtcoversy  had  arisen  ia  the  bosani  of  the 
BKndioBnt  iocktaes  respecting  the  doe  m^ 
terprctation  of  die  rufks  of  their  discipline^ 
and  one  af  tine  pap&y  having  coincidbdwith 
the  sentiisients  of  thfe  less  scnct  ^mong  them, 
fnifclished  a  buU,.  by  whicb  it  wa«  allowed 
ta  the  mendkants  to  posses  md  to  osa  cer^* 
tak  places^  babitKtions^  chstttels  arid  book^ 
o»  condition  thai!  the  prop^^rfy  of  alt  those 
thmgs:  remained  in  the  Romaic  pontiff,  to^  be 
.  di%)Osed<«>f  by  him  at  all  timesp  as  he  shoakl 
tMnk  fittk^g*".  This  mitigation  was-  cctnei-* 
dereid  by  Dhe  se^^erer  party  as  a  fliafgpaii?  ev^^i 
sion  of  the  spirit  of  their  institutionir  ^A  WKS 
jisstly  xe|Mresented  as  affording  on  opeoihg  to 
alt  the^abuses  so;  grievously  coosfdained  oTiJEl 
the  monastic  orders. 
Tcnctsof        The  severer,  or  as  dicy  styled 

the  tpi* 
litual  party. 

■I  I  —  /m   ■»■ 

^  Mosheim',  §.  3I# 
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tfee  spirltctel  purty,  inflamed  by  tli^s  oppoei-  en  a?. 
tidfl,  h^(f  their  minds  contintiaHy  tuf «ied  upoft = 
the  sanctity  of  their  fouufdei*,  and  the  merin 
of  theif  pfoceedingd.  Consulting  the  abboc 
Joachihi,  they  found  iit  the  ^*  angel  flying 
in  tiift  ttittist  of  heav^en/*^  their  patron^  Sr^ 
frattdsi  antf  aceordingfy  they  divided  «hei 
tciigibtls^  hiirtofry  of  the  World  into*  three 
epoeiisi;  the  trz  of  the  CMd  Testa^ienti 
wHith  they  termed  the  iretgi^  o^  Gdd  the 
Father  r  the  era  of  the  New  Testament, 
vrhkhig^s^iheieSptt^G^  the  Son:  These 
thfey  irtyled  ihi-  finperfeet  agej,  aiid  main* 
UiA^  tha!t\6li<^ii«itei«f,  as- welt  as  Judaismi, 
War^how  to  be^  abolished,  to  make  room 
fbribeerarof  the  Everlasting  Gospel,  which 
^  tfte^  reign  of '  tfhe  Holy  Ghost.  The 
cbntei^cement,  ef  thfe  era  they  predicted 
for  the  year  12O0.  The  ministers  of  thi^ 
great  revolution  were  to  be  the  mendicant 
friars,  bare-footed  and  humble  men,  desti- 
tute of  all  sublunary  emoluments,  who  were 
to  refop»  the  world,  and  effect  the  salva- 
tion of  the  human  i;ace*    Filled  with  these 
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c HA K  notions  and  regarding  the  abbot  Joachim, ae 

If  I  the  prophet  of  their  order,  they  represented 
the  books  of  the  Old  and  New  Testament 
as  mere  dross  and  carnal  accommodation^ 
compared  with  the  purer  and  more,  perfect 
principles  developed  in  the  Everlasting  Gos- 

joimrf  pel*.  These  opinions  were  arranged  into  a 
system,  and  published  under  the  title  of  an 
Introduction  to  the  Everlasting  Gospd,  by 
John  of  Parma,  who  was  for  a  short  time 
general  of  the  Franciscan  order,  and  had  been 
expelled  from  that  situation  by  the  machina* 
tions  of  the  party  of  the  anti-spiritualists  \ 
It  seems  eveo  to  be  insinuated  by  the  adver- 
saries of  the  mendicants,  and  by  William 
de  St.  Amour  with  the  rest,  that  John  of 
Parma,,  the  commentator  upon  the  Everlast^ 
jng  Gospel,  bad  himself  forged  the  book  he 
undertook  to  explain. 

Claim  of  the     William  de  St.  Amour,  doctor  of  the  Sor- 

Donunxcang 


'  Cave,  Historia  Literana,  Conspectua  Sscoli  XIII* 
*  Cave,  ubi  supra.    Mosheim,  J.  3^m 
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feohtife,  a  celebrated,  establishment  in  iFrancfe  c  m  a  p. 

XXV. 

which  originated  about  this  time,  A^a^  the  i  ■ 

most  eminent  of  the  adversaries  of  the  men-  proftssor-  , 
dicant  party*     We  have  already  seen  how  «nivcwity 
formidable    the    mendicants    had    tendered 
themselves  to  the  university  of  Oxford,  by 
Seducing  the  scholars  who  came  thither  for 
^education,  to  desert  the  bosom  of  their  a/md 
mater y  and  take  upon  theni  the  vows  of  per- 
petual celibacy  and  poverty  ^     They  were 
not  less  formidable  rivals  to  the  most  emf- 
nent  Christian  academy  of  those  times,  the 
timversity  of  Paris.     The  Dominitans  claim- 
led  to  exercise  certain  professorships  in  tha^ 
university,  and  it  will  easily  be  conceived 
how  great  advantages  such  a  situation  af- 
forded them^  for  the   propagation  of  their 
prmciples,  and  the  seduction  of  yoUth.    This 
claim  of  this  Doriiinicanis  was  warmly  con- 
tested for  more  than  twenty  yeara^^i  and  the 
champions  of  the  university  felt  themselves       7  ^ 


*  Cbap.  X.  *  Moiheim,  §•  27. 

VOL4  It.  * 
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CRAP*  impelfcd  to  investigate  at  large  the  principles 


XXV 


sand  practices  of  the  mendicant  orders. 


.VfTi-  The  principal  work  of  William  de  St. 
VHiJlV  Amour  against  the  mendicant  friars  is  etw 
'f^ulT'  titled  De  PericuJis  Novissimorum  Temporum\ 
and  John  de  Meun  has  contrived  to  inter- 
weave a  sort  of  abstract  of  this  work  into 
the  poem  here  under  consideration.  St. 
Amour  resolved  to  encounter  the  friars  with 
their  own  weapons.  Finding  that  they  cjrew 
a  sanction  to  their  establishment  from  the 
book  of  Revelations,  he  had  recourse  to  the 
writings  of  St.  Paul,  and  found  a  prophecy 
of  the  usurpation  and  ambition  of  the  men- 
dicants, in  the  predictions  of  that  apostle 
respecting  the  "  perils  of  the  latter  times, 
when  the  man  of  sin  shall  be  revealed, 
the  son  of  perdition,  who  opposeth,  and 
exalteth  himself  above,  all  that  is  called 
God"/' 
AtcQsatioas      Two  points  ate  urged  with  great  spirit 

Mieodi. 
«*«««•  .1     ,  -     .    ..   . 

■  J  T.n:.  Chk  iv,  ver*  1.  II  These.  Ch,  ii,  ver.  3, 4. 
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tad  emphasis  against  the  mendicant  orders  ^J^j^**- 
1^  William  de  St.  Amour,  and  aftet  him  by ' 
John  de  Meun.  First,  the  conduct  of  these 
friars  in  insiiiuating  themselves  into  the 
houses  of  individuals,  hearing  their  confes- 
sions, giving  them  absolution,  and  sediJcing 
them  from  those  spiritual  pastors  and  bi- 
shops under  whose  care  and  superintendence 
the  established  order  of  the  Christian  hie- 
rarchy had  placed  them*  John  de  Meun 
alleges  in  a  satirical  manner  that  the  friars 
are  very  little  disposed  to  exercise  their 
powers  of  edification  upon  the  poor,  but  that 
they. confine  themselves  to  the  eminent,  the 
powerful  and  the  wealthy.  They  urge,  he 
Says,  in  vindication  of  this  conduct,  that  rich 
tnen  are  niore  exposed  to  the  temptations  of 
the  world,  have  more  sins  to  answer  for^  and 
therefore  stand  in  more  urgent  need  of  spi- 
ritual assistance. 

The  other  point  very  elaborately  treated 
Against  the  ihendlcantS  is,  their  idleness,  and 
their  mode  of  subsisting  upon  the  earnings  of 
men  more  industrious  than  themselves.    The 

T  a 
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cttAP.  friars  alleged  that  Christ  and  his  apostles^ 
lived  in  the  same  manner,  wanderers  on  the 
face  of  the  earth  and  without  visible  meanA 
of  subsistence.  But  against  this  their  o{^bi» 
nents  urged  certain  texts  of  St*  Paul,  in' 
which  he  recommends  to  his  followers  to 
*^  work  with  their  own  hands  %"  and  ap- 
peals to  those  he  taught,  whether  he  at  any 
time  accepted  ^*  any  man's  silver  or  gold*/* 
St.  Augustine  is  also  quoted  to  prove,  that 
devotion  has  by  no  means  so  exclusive  a 
claim  upon  us  as  to  supersede  the  exercise  of 
secular  industry. 

For  he  that  wol  gone  idelly. 
And  useth  it  aie  besily 
To  haunten  other  menn6's  table. 
He  is  a  ^  trechour  ful  6f  fable  ; 
Ne  he  ne  maie  by  gode  reson 
Excuse  him  by  his  orison. 


•  I  Thess.  Chap,  iv,  ver.  11.  ^  Acts,  Chap.xx,  Tcr,  3$* 

*  impoBtor. 
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For  men  behoveth  in  some  jsnse  chap, 

'  XXV. 

Ben  sometime  out  of  God's  servise. 
To  gon  and  purchasen  '  her  ncde. 

ver.  6S99^ 


John  de  Meun  concludes  his  philippic 
against  the  mendicants  by  affirming  that  the 
friars  are  Antichrist,  and  rhetorically  con- 
trasting St.  John  (John  of  Parma)  with 
9t,  Peter.  He  accuses  the  mendicant 
J)arty, 

,  And  *than  commaunden  thei  to  *steeft , 
All  ^  tho  that  with  Peter  yben. 
But  thei  shall  never  have  that  might. 
And,  God  "  to  forne  for  "^  strief  to  fight^ 
That  thei  ne  shall  ynough  yfinde, 
That  Peter's  la  we  shall  have  in  minde, , 
*    And  ever  holde,  and  so  maintene ; 
That  at  the  last  it  shall  be  sene. 


'  their.  '  then.  *  slay,  destroy.  "^  those. 

'  jolngbafore^  fayouring.  "^rf^atJtngth. 
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CHAP.       That  the!  shall  all  comen  theretOj 


XXV. 


For  aught  that  thei  can  speke  or  do^ 
And  thilk6  law  ne  shall  not  stonde^ 
That  thei  by  John  have  understonde^ 
But,  maugre  *  hem,  it  shall  adoun^ 
And  t>en  brought  (o  coi^fusioup. 

ver.  7291, 

The  Efff-  J%  is  Qbvious  that  the  mendicants  by  th^ 
Gon«i  publication  of  th^s  book  of  the  Everl^tiQg 
GospeU  with  the  comments  of  John  of  Parma^ 
afforded  their  adversaries  a  great  advantage 
against  them.  The  doctors  of"  the  univer- 
$ity  of  Paris  immediately  began  the  cry  of 
heresy  and  blasphemy;  and  so  iniportunate 
were  they  in  their  representations  to  the  holy 
father,  that  pope  Alexander  IV,  was  com- 
pelled much  against  his  will,  in  1255,  the 
year  after  the  publication  of  John  of  P^rma,j 
to  order  the  bopk  tp  he  suppressed  ^  He 
however  took  care  that  the  mandate  shoul4 


?  them.  y  Mp8heim>  $•  34« 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


LIFE  OF  CHAUCER.  279 

be  executed  with  all  possible  mildness,  lest  chap. 
such  a  measure  might  in  any  way  contribute s==s^ 
to  tarnish  the  reputation  of  the  mendicants- 
Whatever  might  be  the  sentiments  respect- 
ing the  new  orders,  of  the  doctors  of  the 
•university  of  Paris,  who  were  principally^ 
interested  for  the  cause  of  general  learning 
and  the  good  government  of  the  church, 
the  Roman  pontiffs  well  knew  that  the 
friars  were  to  be  ranked  among  their  steadiest 
troops,  and  would  prove  the  most  strenuous 
abettors  of  the  declining  authority  of  the 
visible  head  of  the  church. 

The  friars  were  sensible  of  the  advantage  st.  Amour 
they  possessed  in  so  powerful  a  patronage ;  cd. 
and  the  Everlasting  Gospel  having  been 
condemned  in  1255,  a  memorable  embassy 
appeared  before  the  pope  in  the  following 
year,  to  complain  of  William  de  St.  Am6ur's 
treatise  De  Periculis  Temporum.  Albertus 
Magnus  was  at  the  head  of  this  embassy, 
and  Thomas  Aquinas  the  reporter  *  of  the 


*  Ca9imiru8  Oudinus^  apud  Cave^  art.  Ac^uinas^  pota  9i» 
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CHAP,  cause*     The  representations  of  these  illusW 
\     .    •  trious  pleaders  were  attended  with  perfeet 
^t^^mcSdj.  success :  St*  Amour's  book  was  pronounced 
^^^'      libellous  and  heretical ;  it  w^  ordere4  to  l?e 
burned  by  the  common  hangman ;  a»d  r  sen- 
tence qjf  banishment  from  France,  was ;issue4 
against  its  author  •.     Humbled  by  this  pro- 
ceeding, an4  deprived  o?  their  leader,  the. 
doctors  pf  the  university  in  125©  gave  ^ 
their  cause  in  despair,  and  not  pnly  admitte4 
tJie  Dominicans  to  the  professorships  in  ques- 
tion, but  at  the  same  tim^  conceded  ecjual 
privileges  to  the  order  of  the  f  ranciscans  **, 
Jn  the  following  year,  which  had  been  spe-? 
cified  in  the. predictions  of  the  Everlasting 
Gospel,  the  spiritual  party  apiong  the  Fran- 
ciscans gained  a  victory  over  the^r  pppon^nts^ 
and  th?  decree  of  Innocent  IV.  mitigating 
the  severity  of  the  rule  of  St.  Francis  yv^^ 
solemnly  annulled*",    ^ 


<  Mosheim,  §.  28.  *  ditto,  §,  2^. 

*  ditto,  §,  32. 
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No  sooner  however  had  pope  Akxander  chap. 
IV,  the  great  adversary  of  William  de  St.  ■< 

Amour,  expired,  than  the  latter  returned  ta  reimutc*. 
Paris,,  and  was  reinstated  in  his  former  digv 
pities.  The  university  was  no\r<le3s  stremi- 
pus  and  peremptory  in  her  opposition  ta 
the  mendicant  orders,  but  she  received  St* 
Amour  with  open  arms,  as  die  nuost.  ge-» 
nerous  of  her  champions,  and  the  martyr  4Df 
her  cause.  On  his  part,  he  shewed  himoeif 
by  np  means  subdued  by  the  adversity  he.  had 
suslained,  and  persisted  as  long  as  he  KHred 
in  the  most  galling  and  unintermitied'  at-» 
tacks  upon  the  mendicajnts,  the  authora  of 
his  disgraced  .       ^ 

Geraon,    the   most    active  and  eloquent  cerscn't 

•         /^  •^  censure  of 

leader  in  the  council  of  Constance  iti  1^41-4^    ti»«^^- 

,  man  de  la 

has  expressed  himself  with  the  greatest  aV    ^^«^- 
feorrence  against  John  de  Meun  for  his  share 
jn  the  composition  of  tioQ  R^man  de  la  Rose^ 
5^Ueging  that,  ^^  if  he  thought  the  author  did 


*  l4QihejaJ*  §.  28, 
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^xxv\  ^^^  repent  himself  of  that  book  before  he 
'died,  he  would  no  more  vouchsafe  to  pray 
for  his  soul,  than  he  would  for  that  of  Judas 
who  betrayed  Christ  ^*'  This  antipathy  of 
the  orthodox  divine  has  sometimes  been 
ascribed  to  the  licentious  sentiments  occa- 
sionally interspersed  in  the  work*  But  it  is 
probable  that  it  rather  arose  from  the  free 
insinuations  of  the  poet  respecting  religious 
hypocrisy,  and  his  attacks  upon  those  orders 
of  men,  which  Gerson  well  knew  had  essen- 
tially contributed  to  the  prosperity  of  the 
Catholic  Church. 

These  particulars  relative  to  the  history 
of  the  mendicant  friars,  obscure  and  per- 
sonal as  on  a  superficial  view  they  may  ap-* 
pear,  tend  eminently  to  illustrate  the  state 
of  the  church,  and  the  temper  and  feelings 
which  at  this  time  prevailed  respecting  the 
practices  of  the  Roman  Catholic  religion  j 
and  will  probably  be  found,  not  only  to  fiir- 


«  il\ib^^  of  Cfaauoer*s  Eomaunt  of  tbe  ^o^.. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


LIFE  OF  CHAUCER.  »s 

nish  the  best  commentary  upon  one  of  Chau-  chap. 
cer's  most  voluminous  productions,  but  also  \ 

the  fittest  introduction  to  the  history  of  those 
measures  of  ecclesiastical  polity  in  which 
Chaucer  himself  was  afterward  concerned, 
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CHAP,  XXVL 


ROMANCE  OF  THE  ROSE  CONCLUDED.— SATIRE 
UPON  WOMEN.— FRENCH  POETRY  OF  THE  SIX* 
TEENTH  CENTURY. 


c  H  A  F.   A  HE  discourse,  which,  as  has  already  been 

XXVI.  ,  '  . 

i  mentioned,  was  imitated  by  Regnier,  the  sa-^ 


Satire  upon 


women  in.  tirist  of  thc  Tcign  of  Henry  IV.  of  France,  ii 
irito  this  considerably  longer  than  that  of  False-sem- 
blant  upon  religious  imposture.  It  is  supr- 
posed  to  be  addressed,  by  an  old  woman 
whom  Jealousy  had  appointed  porter  to  one 
of  the  gates  of  her  fortification,  to  BeUaccueil^ 
or  Kind- Welcoming,  a  personage  whom,  as 
being  one  of  the  abettors  of  the  lover  in  his 
adventure.  Jealousy  had  seized  and  shut  up 
in  a  strong  tower.  The  Old- Woman  is  pre- 
vailed upon  by  a  detachment  of  the  baronage 
ef  Love,  consisting  of  Largesse  and  Courtesy,, 
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I6t€lei«e  the  prisoner;  and  previously  to  her  chap. 
dismissing  him  from  durance,  she  addresses ; 
to  him  the  discourse  in  question*     It  is  su& 
ficiently  remarkable   that,  chough  the   in- 
structions of  the  Old- Woman  are  addressed 
to  a  stripling,  they  are  so  constructed  as  to 
hare  relation  almost  exclusively  to  the  use  of 
her  own  seic:  a  sufficient  proof  either  that 
this  discourse  is  a  translation  only  of  srome 
«2lire  which  was  already  in  the  possession  of 
popular  favour,  or  that  the  poet  had  written 
it  for  a  different  occasion,  and  found  it  con- 
venient to  insert  it  in  the  present  work. 

The  discourse  of  the  Old- Woman  may  be 
considered  as  almost  a  complete  code  of  fe- 
male libertinisnl :  and  it  is  not  a  little  ex^ 
traordinary,.  that  the  very  age  in  which  the 
system  of  modern  gallantry  was  perfected^ 
and  in  which  men  learned  to  regard  the 
gentkr  sex  with  a  distance  and  awe,  that 
borrowed  its  language  from  the  phrases  of 
divine  worship,  should  be  distinguished  for 
depravity  and  licentiousness  of  manners.  The 
talcs  which  Boccaccio,  La  Fontaine,  Voltaire, 
and  others,  have  consecrated  and  immortal* 
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CHAP.  i$ed  with  all  the  graces  of  hiimouf  and  style^ 
-  were  the  offspring  of  this  period ;  arid  these 

tales  are  known  not  to  be  characterised  by  any 
feature  m6re  than  by  the   salaciousness  of 
their  descriptions  and  the  relajcation  of  their 
morals* 
i^knofthc      The  discourse  of  the  Old- Woman  in  th6 
Romance  of  the  Rose  is  precisely  in  the  samd 
taste^  and  stained  with  the  same  errors,  as 
the  tales  of  the  twelfth  and  thirteenth  cen- 
turies.    The  idea  upon  which  it  is  construct- 
ed is  sufficiently  ingenious.     The  Old- Wo- 
man had  been  in  her  time  the  very  model  of 
libertinism :  but  she  is  How  infirm,  and  ugly, 
and  poor,  and  discontented ;  and  is  desirous 
of    instilling    principles   into  her    juniors^ 
which  may  cause  them  to  take  such  revenge 
upon  the  male  sex  for  her  misfortunes,  as  she 
18  past  the  opportunity  of  taking  for  herself* 
She  had  received  in  her  youth  an  infinity  of 
presents  from  men  who  loved  her  -,  but  in-* 
stead  of  converting  them  into  a  fund  to  cheer 
her  amidst  the  sufferings  of  old  age,  as  she 
says  she  ought  to  have  done,  she  hiad  be* 
stowed  them  as  freely  as  she  had  received 
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thdittf  upon  a  man  who  did  not  love  hen  but  chap. 
,  .  xxvi. 

of  whom  she  was  infatuated*   This  favourite,  i 

it  seems,  had  every  vice  that  is  incident  to  a 
profligate  youths  ingratitude^  and  lechery, 
and  gluttony,  and  gaming.  He  therefore 
dissipated  the  treasures  of  his  mistress  as  fast 
as  she  supplied  them* 

Stung  with  the  recollection  of  her  mis- 
conduct in  this  respect,  the  principal  lesson 
of  her  discourse,  whiclj^  she  dwells  upon 
with  the  greatest  earnestness,  and  to  which 
she  returns  at  every  interval,  is  rapaciousness. 
She  advises  her  pupils  to  give  no  entertain- 
ment to  the  sentiment  of  love ;  but,  guard- 
ing their  hearts  at  every  avenue,  to.be  bound- 
less and  incessant  in  their  extortions.  For 
this  purpose  she  recommends  that  a  woman 
should  encourage  many  lovers  at  once,  and 
lay  her  snares  for  all;  just  as  a  wolf  who 
breaks  into  a  sheep-fold,  and  is  eager  to  de- 
vour one  sheep,  flies  at  a  thousand,  and  does 
not  determine,  till  he  has  actually  slaugh- 
tered his  prey,  which  of  the  flock  is  destined 
to  gorge  the  keenness  of  his  appetite.  The 
Old-Woman  further  proceeds  to  give  rules 
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^xxyf'  ^^  ^  ihlnufacture  of  artificial  beauty,  arid 
'  for  assuming  a  specious  and  delusive  amia-^ 
bleness  of  manners.  She  inveighs- with  great 
animation  against  chastity,  whidh  she  treats 
as  the  bitterest  species  t)f  slavery,  and  alto-* 
gether  contrary  to  the  law  of  dur  nature* 
In  this  part  of  the  poem  the  author  has  in- 
troduced a  simile  of  a  bird  in  a  cagCy  which 
he  expands  with  great  vigour  and  felicity  of* 
imagination.  **  The  bird,"  says  he,  '^  takeil 
from  the  bright- green  wood  in  which  he 
was  bred,  and  shut  up  ia  a  cage,  is  perhaps 
fed  with  the  utmost  care,  and  provided  with 
the  most  delicious  morsels;  he  sings  with 
every  symptom  of  cheerfulness  of  heart,  and 
his  carols,  which  begin  with  the  ihomirig^ 
terminate  only  with  the  darkness  of  the 
night:  yet  he  desires  the  broad-branching 
woods,  which  nature  had  instructed  him  to 
love,  and  among  which  he  so  easily  found 
nourishment  and  pastime ;  thither  his  thought 
is  for  ever  turned,  and  all  his  study  is  how  he 
niay  regain  his  omshackled  condition ;  th6 
food  provided  for  him,  urged  by  the  passion 
which  burns  in  his  heart,  he  tramples  under 
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foot,  aiad  traverses  his  cage  with  haitf  and  chap. 
inapatieat  stqpi,  aearchiag:  where  he  may  find : 
a  hole  or  a  chink,  which  might  serve  as  a 
passage  to  his  bdpved  Hberty^'' 

L'oysel  du  jolys  vert  boacagie^ 
Quant  il  est  pris  &  n>is  en  cage, 
Et  nourry  ententivemeflLt 
Leans  d^licieusement, 
Et  chante  tant  que  sem  vifz, 
De  cueur  gay^^  ce  vous  est  ad  vis : 
Si  desire  il  les  boys  ramez, 
Qn'il  a  naturehnent  ame2, 
Et  vouMreit  surles  arbre^estre, 
J^  si  bieii  ne  le  sfait-<)ift  paistre ; 
Tomsjours  y  pens^^&  s'cstudie 
A  reeouyrer »  fr^uok^  vie; 
Sa  viande  k  ses  p^d^  deix^d^,    . 
Pour  Tardeur  que  son  cueur,  luy  fech% 
Et  va  par  sa  cage  trassant   ,  . 
A  grant  angoisse  poiirchassant, 
Comment  fenesitre  ou  partuys  truisse 
Par  oil  voler  au  boys  s'en  puisse  *. 
^  '  ven  i4tlT. 

T7-— -— T;^— — 1 

•  *^%'«  db>ilot  pdssW^ticer^s  ttattdatioir  of  thir  paawger. 

VOL.11*  tr 
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CHAP.      The  Icssoas  of  lohn  de  Mcun's  Olj-Wo-^' 

XXVI.  /  ' 

'■nil    man,  how  to  receive  two  lovers  at  once,  wim^ 

out  awakening  suspicion  in  either,  and  how 
to  elude  the  vigilance  b£  a  jiealous  husband^ 
are  adroit  and  ingenious  :  but  they  have  been 
so  often  repeated,  either  from  him  or  ftdm 
the  older  writers  from  whodi  he  drew  theih, 
that  they  would  no  longer'  exercise  the  power 
*  of  novelty  over  any  modem  reader. 

Imitated  by  The  discoursc'of  Tohu  de  Meun's  Old-Wp- 
man  has  been  imitated  from  the  Roman  de  la 
Rose  by  Regnier,  a  poet  of  the  reign  of 
Henry  IV.  first  monarch  of  the  hou^e  of 
Bourbon,  in  his  Thirteenth  Satire,  entitled 
Macettey  ou  PHypocrisie  Diconcertie. 

French  Freuch  poetry  may  be  said  to  have  experi- 

the  six-     enced  an  entire  cycle  of  revolutions  in  the 

teenthcen*  ' 

^w-  sixteenth  century ;  but  it  never  reached,  in 
that  or  any  subsequent  period,  the  pregnancy 
of  jEsincy  and  brilliancy  of  colouring  which 

Marot.  we  rccoguisc  in  William  de  Lorris.  The  be- 
ginning of  the  sixteenth  century  was  the  age 
of  Marot,  who  is  vulgarly  considered  as  the 
father  of  French  poetry,  and  who  first  gave 
to  his  native  tongue  that  beauty  of  style,  that 
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tmnning    simplicity  and   native   eloquencci  ^^^/** 
which  must  always  afibrd  gratification  to  the         '-i " 
reader  ^  of  taste.      It  was   the  same   charm 
which  AmyOt,  and,  with  somewhat  less  se- 
verity of  system^  Montaigne^  soon  aft»  gave 
to  the  Frenph  prose.    The  middle  of  the  six-  Konm^ 
teenth  century  was  a  period  of  corruption  and    ^  «wi 
false  taste,  such  as  at  some  time  or  other    ^^ 
seems  to  visit  the  literature  of  every  country, 
Ronsard,  and  his  imitators,  filled  their  vot- 
ings with  pedantic   allusions,    with  phrases 
borrovy^ed  from  the  learned  languages,  and 
with  strained  and  unnatural  ornaments,  by 
means  of  which  their  productions  are  ren- 
dered in  a  high  degree  harsh  and  obscure. 
It  is  perhaps  characteristic  of .  works  written 
in  an  ill  taste;  and  at  the  same  time  stamped 
with  the  marks  of  energy  and  individuality 
of  thinking,  that  their  first  success  is  occa- 
sionally more  brilliant  and  astonishing  than 
that  of  works,  of  which,  the  ^excellence   is 
sterling,  and  calculated  to  securq  their  recep- 
tion to  the  latest  posterity.     Such  is  the  case 
with  Ronsard,  Du  Bellay  and  Du  Bartasj  of" 
the  last  of  whom  upward  of  thirty  editions 

y  2      V 
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e»A.Rh  2^^  ^}4  to  have  been  printed  widiiii  the 

^  ap^ce  of  five  or  six  years  ^ 

i  The  reign  of  Henry  IV.  of  France  was 
th?  period  in  which  this  false  ta^te  was  ex- 
ploded. The  two  great  orname^its  of  this 
period  are  Regnier  and  Malherbe. 

u^xbe.  Malherbe  is  universally  treated  by  the 
French  critics  as  the  creator  of  their  genuine 
dbfisical  poetry.  He  gave  the  law  which  has 
erer  since  been  nudntaihed ;  and  no  French 
writer  of  versus  has  wandered  out  of  the 
course  matked  for  him  by  Malherbe,  with  im- 
punity. *He  taught  to  compress  a  sentiment 
or  a  saying  within  the  limits  of  a  couplet,  ^ 
and  by  tJiat  means  to  take  from  it  feeble^ 
ness  and  prolixity,  and  give  it  zest  and  an 
aptness  to  be  remembered.  He  gave  to  the 
versification  of  his  country  that  degree  of 
harmony  and  rythm  of  which  it  is  entitled 
to  boast ;  and  he  expressed  his  meaning  with 
clearness,  andi^rhat  the  French  call  elevation^ 


^  Moreri,  Dictionns^re,  art,  Du  Bartas.  His  wqrdu  arc>.Q^ 
iCafOBlausidenfaire  en  mwu  de  cinq  ou  six  ans  ^  d^  vmgt 
atkitmU  iditions* 
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ihdt  is>  an  exemption  froiri  phrafees  low,  col*-  c ha ^, 
ioquial  and  triw.     tlis  words  fall  into  their  ==2^ 
juit  and  ttatutal  J)lace8i  and  his  laiiguag^'  h 
felegant  and  iinfotieed* 

But,  if  Fr6hth  pofetty  is  irtdebtfed  to  Mai- 
lierb^  for  itfe  greitest  fekcellences,  it  mif  j[Jdr^  ' 

haps  be  said  to  have  htd  entailed  upon  it  bjr 
him  all  .its  defects.  Malherbe  was  a  slow  and 
elaborate  wtiter.  His  mariner  is  finished  with 
the  nicest  care  ;  but  his  matter  scarcely  shows 
itself  worthy  of  the  cost  of  its  attire.  He 
has  .no  copiousness  of  imagination,  or  bold- 
ness of  thought.  The  character  which  Regnier 
gives  of  him  in  one  of  his  satires,  .was  the 
fruit  of  provocation  %  and  is  of  course  j^x- 


^  The  provocation  was  this.  Desportesy  th^  uncle  of  RegnMr 
and  one  of  the  most  respectable  poets  of  hisday,  gave  a  dinner 
to  a  litferary  party,  at  i^rhich  bbtR  Regnier  ahd  MalherBe  tirfeii 
prei^tlt.  Whfeh  thfey  efltfered,  the  soiip  tvai  already  sfervfed.  THe 
vetKfi^blb  bid  tiian  ro^^  frohi  tabte  id  do  honour  to  Bis  gu^i ; 
i^hd»  having  nientiori^  a  Vei-^lbti  of  thb  I^siitmd  ^McH  he  had 
jti5t  published,  iiddfed  thkt  he  tlrould  gb  atid  fetch  jI  cojiy,  whidh 
hfe  wotfld  rd(}u^st  MJllhfe'rbfe  tb  do  him  the  favour  to  accept. 
JM alh6rb^,  the  most  taustic  arid  cynical  of  nifen,  begged  that 
he  would  not  give  himself  that  trouble^  observed  that  IK  H^d 
s^eH  the  book,  aiid  sariiadtibaliy  rehiiatkdd  thiit  the  pld  gentle- 
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CHAP,  aggerated ;  but  it  is  happily-  conceived,  and 
:  in  all  that  is  fundamental  is  sufficiently  borne 
out  by  the  pit)ductions  of  liim  whto  is 'the 
subject  of  it,  Regnier  has  thought  proper 
to  make  a  class  of  the  person  he  censures, 
and  to  express  his  invective  in  the  plural 
number. 

Cependant,  leur  sf avoir  ne  s'estend  seule- 
ment 
Qxx'k  regratter  un  mot  douteux  au  jugement, 
Prendre  garde  qu'un  qui  ne  heurte  une  diphr 

topgue; 
^Espier  si des  vers  la  rimpest breve oulongue; 
Ou  bien  si  la  voyelle  k  I'autre  s'unissant, 
Ne  rend  point  k  I'oreille  un  vers  trop  Ian- 
gui35ant ; 


inan*8  toup  would  givp  him  more  satisfaction  th^  his  psalms. 
^P|e  gop4  humour  of  the  party  was  immediately  overclouded  | 
and  Regoier»  stung  \irith  the  affrofit  offered  to  fiis  honourably 
kinsman^  poured  out  his  feelings  in  one  of  his  satiresy  in  wfarcb, 
IP  a  geperous  ^nd  djgnified  manner>  he  expatiates  upon  the  ta* 
lenti  qf  l)is  contemporaxy  poets^  in  opposition  to  Malherbe^ 
whom  he  represents  as  denying  the  smallest  merit  to  any  of 
titem. 

Bacan,  apud  Qeuvres  de  Regnier,  Edit,  l^SiX 
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Et  laissent  sur  le  verd  le  noble  de  rpuVrage^t    c  h  a  ^, 
Nul  esguillon  diviii  n'esleve  leur  courage ;      ^  ^^^^' 
lis  rampent  bassemeiit,  foibles  d'inventions, 
Et  n'osent,  peu  hardis,  tenter  les  fictions, 
Frpids  k  I'lmaginer:  car  s'ils  font  quelque 

chose,  . 

C'est  proser  de  la  rime,  &  rimer  <Je  la  prose, 
Que  I'art  lime,  &  relin^e,  &  polit  de  faifon. 
Qu'elle  rend  k  Toreille  un  agr6able  son  ; 
Et  voyant  qu'un  beau  feu  leur  cervelle  n'em- 

brase, 
lis  attisent  leurs  mots,  enjolivent  leur  phrase, 
Affectent  leurs  discours  tout  si  relev6  d  art, 
Et  peignent  leurs  defiaux  de  couleur  &  de 

ftrd, 

%    Satyre  IX, 

Inferior  thoughts  alone  their  powers  engage ;/ 
To   cleai*  of  doubtful  words   the  clabor^a 

page,  '        :/ 

To  choose  their  tinkling  rhymes  with  nicest^ 

care, 
Nor  rugged  sounds,  nor  gaping  vowels  spare, 
Terms  stain'd  by  vulgar  use  to  banish  thence, 
Nor  let  one  homely  line  affright  the  sense. 
3uch  is  their  praise :  unconscious  of  the  fire, 
That  bids  the  rapt  enthusiast  aspire, 
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CHAP.      Ingloriously  they  hold  their  equal  way : 
f^^^ligs     Guiltless  of  fiction's  magic,  fancy's  play. 

No  lightnings  flash  in  their  well-numher'd 

speech. 
Or  reptile  verse ;  and  all  the  grace  they  reach. 
Is  with  neat  phrase,   and  words  of  glittering 

show. 
To  clothe    the    half-starv'd    thought    that 

skulks,  below: 
So  withered  matrons,  when  their  reign  is  o'er. 
Seek  to  replace  with  art  what  taature  gives 

no  more^ 

Rwicr*  Regnter,  if  he  is  not  more  of  a  poet  than 
Malherbe,  appears  to  have  at  least  an  equal 
sweetness  and  correctness  of  versification.  He 
is  the  versifier  of  good  sense ;  but  his  good 
sense  flows  with  vigour,  spirit  and  ease.  We 
are  siuprised  to  find  so  polished  a  language 
and  air  in  a  writer  who  so  consideraWy  pre- 
ceded .the  Augustan  age  of  Louis  XIV*     It 


'  For  this  transktton  I  am  indebted  to  the  kindness  of  a 
friend,  whose  poetical  merits  are  above  my  praise,  and  with 
whose  name  I  was  desirous  to  hare  inscribed  tha  page  of  mj 
work. 
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would  be  very. difficult,; at  Least' for  a  reader  chap. 

XXVI. 

not^  native  of  France^  to  discover  BXkj  itA-^wmmamm 
portant  particular  in  which  Boileau  hrts  the 
advantage  over  the  contemporary  of  MUr 
herbe. 

Regnier  haa  selected  only  thoad  p^jX%  ifrorii  ^«  v^^ 
the  discourse  of  the  Old-Woiftaa  iii'  the  Rd^   ^"*- 
man  de  la  Rose^  which  cod^pnse  the  panegyrit 
and  the  maxims  of  rapaciousneds.    He  fdigm 
that  a  beautiful  and  unccnrupted  girl  to  whom  ^ 
he  pays  his  addresses^  is  visited  by  a  lean  and 
sanctified  devotee  of  het  own  seic,  whose 
person  and  mannef  $  beat  every  mark  of  re^ 
li^ous  austerity.}  and  he  puts  into  her  mcruik 
the  libertine  principlea  of  John  de  Meun^  At 
the  arrival  of  this  in^ortiikd  dame  the  poet  is 
present ;  but,  findii^  |he  praMle  of  the  tWd 
ladies  likely  to  proceed  10  an  insufferable 
length,  he  takes  occitsiiOa  fo.withdt'aifir.     He 
is  however  suddenly  sea;ied  with  a  cuiioftity 
to  overhe^ur  their  discourae^  HecOnccsiihim^ 
£el£^  and  ia  consequenc€f  become^  bA  eat^ 
witness  of  the  lesson*  of  the  grey^b^^ed  hy- 
pocrite^ who  s^nong  various  topics  does  .not       '  >  ' 
£f>t%(U  to  paint  to  her  pupil  in  the  tiost  S^ 
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^^y^'  graceful  coloura  the  character  of  the  poet. 
I  During  the  whole  of  the  discourse  however; 

she  has  a  jealous  and  vigilant  eye  continua- 
lly wandering  from  one  part  of  the  room 
to  another,  and  it  length  discovers  the  poet 
^  in  his  hiding-pUce.  This  puts  an  abrupt 
clo^e  to  her  harangue :  she  takes  a  hasty 
leave,  and  defers  the  rest  of  her  instructions 
•  to  the  next  day. 

It  is  obvious  to  remark  with  how  much 
better  a  grace  Regnier  introduces  the  exhibi- 
tion of  these  libertine  lessons,  than  his  prede- 
cessor had  done.^  Indeed  John  de  Meun  has 
ehosen  exactly  the  most  aukward  and  ill- 
contrived  vehicle  that  malice  itself  could  have 
supplied  to  an  unfortunate  author ;  and  on 
that  account  his  satire  undoubtedly  loses  the 
greater  part  of  its  force.  It  is  also  a  point 
of  no.  little  curiosity- to  compare  the  sluggish 
and  didocated  style  of  the  ancient  poet,  witK 
the  classicfal  correctness  'and  compression  of 
Regnier  in  conveying  the  same  sentiments, 
eiitueer^f  The  discourse  of  the  Old-Woman  is  not 
ofthefio-  to  be  found  in  Chaucer'^  Romaunt  of  the 
&»«.      Rose.    Hi8  poem,  as  we  possess  it;  contama 
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only  7OO8  verses,  instead  of  22,7^4,  whidi  chap. 
is  the  extent  of  the  original.  It  is  probable  .  * 
however  that  Chaucer  translated  the  whole. 
A  breach  of*  no  less  than  5883  verses  occurs 
in  the  middle  of  Chaucer's  poem,  beside  va- 
rious errors  and  transpositions  ;  and  it  is  easy 
to  believe  that  the  same  causes  which  have 
deprived  us  of  so  large  a  portion  of  the  early 
part  of  his  translation^  should  have  occasioned 
^e  total  loss  of  the  latter  half  of  it. 

The  translation  of  the  Romance  of  the  ^^^ 

the  trans* 

Rose  was  of  the  utmost  importance  to  Chau^^  ,  ^^* 
cer's  grand  project,  of  effecting  a  complete 
coalition  sincj  incorporation  of  the  language 
of  his  native  couQtry  and  the  language  of 
poetry.  The  Romance  of  the  Rose  was 
the  great  modern  ppem^  which  had  made  its 
appearance  at  |S0  early  a  period.  Its  popu-» 
larity  was  high,  and  its  merit  as  yet  undis-  - 
puted.  It  was  written  in  the  language  which, 
pven  to  this  time,  w^s  the  language  of  th< 
court  of  London.  Unless  it  were  transfused 
into  our  native  tongue,  every  loyer  of  poeti- 
cal sentiment  and  poetical  fiction  might  be 
expected  to  learn  French  that  he  might  read 
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enk^.  iti  and)  having  fitst  saroured  the  didiciSt 
^^^^'  beauties  of  poetrjr  in  that  linguage,  it  woUld 
b^  <fi£cult9  if  Aot  impOMiUe,  to  effect  a  di*- 
Torcd  between  two  things  which  hkd  be6^ 
to  early  imd  so  strongly  alftot^ted  in  his 
mind.  We  may  dierefore  picbms  to  bursdv^ 
Chauder  as  entering  upon  this  ta^  with  k 
ctocentertd  asind^  ^^  long  tneditadng  And  be^ 
ginning  late/'  aAd  haTing  anxiously  watched 
for  a  period  of  leisure  accotnfiiOdated  to  ^ 
ktge  an  undertaking.  It  must  probably  have 
occupied  a  i^aee  of  two  or  three  years  at 
least ;  ^d  Chaucer  must  bc^  iupposfed  to  har^ 
regarded  the  completion  of  it  as  a  principal 
epoch  in  the  yoitthful  eAg&gJ^ihents  of  hi&^ 
life«  When  he  had  finished  it,  he  no  doubt 
congratulated  himself  as  having  effected  one 
principal  step  toward  making  the  native  lan-^ 
guiige  of  Engkhd  th^  genuine  ahd  familiar 
ydiicle  of  poeticial  fancies,  and  of  rich  and 
many<>coloured  fittiofi^  to  the  ears  of  hi^ 
tountrymefi^ 
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CHAP.  XXVIL 


COWT  QF  TH?  BLACK  PRINCE  AT  BOUBDEAJ^rX.^ 
WAR  IN  SPAIN.— DUKE  OF  LANCASTER  DISPpiJ^ 
OUISHES  HIMSELF  IN  Tl^IS  WAR—SICKNESS.  OF 
THE  BLACK  PRINCE.—CHAUCER'S  FIRST  PENSION. 


In  the  beginning  of  the  year  1 303  the  Black  char. 
Prince  settled  as  the  feudatory  lord,  iti  thcf 

~   '  .  !  ,      I  Character  of 

principality  of  Aquit2une\  He  had  already  thcBiack 
atcquired  a  character  which  it  falls  to  the  Ipt 
of  few  to  obtain.  He  was  a  soldier  with 
the  lustre  of  a  sovereign ;  and  he  had  thd 
lustre  of  a  sovereign,  unexposed  to.  the  re- 
sentment, the  misconstruction  and  the  cen- 
sures, usually  attendant  upon  that   elevated 


rrrs, 


*  The  writ  conferring  this  dignity  i^  in  Rymer,  Vol,  Vf,  3^ 
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CHAP.  rank.      He  had   assisted    in    the   battle  of 

XXVII. 

r  I  Cressy,  and  he  had  won  the  battle  of  Poi- 

tiers ;  two  of  the  most  considerable  victories 
in  modern  times.     History  has  scarcely  fixed 
upon  this  elevated  personage  the  shadow  of 
a  blemish.     He  was  brave,  but  deliberate ; 
he  was  enterprising,  but  sagacious  and  pru- 
dent.,    He  was  generous  and  humane,  yet 
without  weakness ;  he  was  proud,  yet  with- 
out insolence  or  cruelty.    His  contemporaries 
have  been  lavish  in  his  praise,  but  he  had 
.  .,     no   enemies;   and,   if  the   narrators   of  hi$ 
actions  have  imputed  to  him  any  failure,  they 
have   ingenuously  and  unequivocally  stated 
that  it,  was  to  be  ascribed  to  the  urgency  of 
his  situation  and  unavoidable  circumstances^ 
and  have  fully  acquitted  him  of  errors  of  the 
heart.    Never  was  man  more  free  from  every 
species  of  excess;  never  was  man  more  liberaJ, 
Irank^  well-tempered  and  kind. 
""TseiT"      '^^^^  prince,  after  having  secured  his  miU- 
^^^^    tary  renown  in. the  battle^  above  mentioned, 
and  attained  to  the  age  of  thirty-one  yeai:s; 
became,  about  sixteen  months  before  he  tc^k 
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•  *      , 

up  his  residence  in  Aquitaine,  a  husbandi ^  ^xxvu* 
Hfe  had  seen  his  two  younger  brothers.  inar*-^==~==* 
*  ried  before  him;  and  his  parentB  and  hisj 
country  felt  an  anxiety  that  so  illustrious 
so  accomplished  and  blameless  a  personage 
shpuld  leave  behind  him  some  in^i^ritor  of 
his  blood  and  his  virtues.     He  accordingly;  . 
inarried  a  lady  near  of  kin  to  .the  thro^e^ 
daughter,  and  at  length  heiress,  tq  Edmund 
carl   of  Kent,   youngest   son  to   Edward  J. 
This  lady,  whose  name  was  Joan,  and  who» 
was  known   among  her  contemporaries  by, 
the  appellation  of  the  Fair   Maid  of  Kent,, 
married   for  her  first  husband   sir   Thoma^ 
Holland,  in  her  right  earl  of  Kent,  and  one> 
of  the  founders  of  the  order  of  the  Garter. 
By  him  she  had  two  sons,  Thomas  and  John, 
distinguished  persons  in  the  court  of  Richard 
II J  and  she  became  a  widow  20  Decembet 
1360% 

At  this  time  she  was  thirty-three  years  of 
age  %  a  matron  of  great  beauty,  excellent  un* 


*  Rymer,  Vol.  VI,S5 Edr.  8»0ct.  18,        •  Sandfoid, 
Illf  Chap,  xu  >  AihmoW^  Chap.  XXV^  ttct  iii,  a  H. 


Digitized- by  VjOOQIC  " 


1361. 


304  L1¥E  OF  CHAUCER. 

d  H  A  ?L  def Standing  ai>d  imciHiimon  ^:^compIi8lim^its. 
';We  shall  have  occasion  repeatedly  in  the 
course  of  this  hiatOTy  to  notice  her  affection- 
aitie  nature,  the  prudence  of  her  counsels,  and 
the  graeefeil  propriety  of  her  conduct.  It  is 
related  by  one  of  the  old  chroniclers  %  that 
the  Bkck  Prince  first  addressed  her  in  behalf 
of  ene  to  whom  he  was  much  attached ;  and 
that,  after  having  urged  her  repeatedly  on  the 
subject,  and  shown  himself  not  satbfied  with 
her  denials,  she  at  length  retorted  upon  him 
with  much  dignity,  "  that  wlien  she  was 
under  ward,  she  had  submitted  to  be  dis- 
posed of  in  marris^  as^  those  who  had  the 
superintendence  erf"  her  conduct  thought  pro- 
per J  but  now,  she  was  her  own  mistress,  she 
remembwed  she  was  of  the  blood  royal  of 
feigland,  and  she  wouM  not  cast  herself  away 
lipon  one  beneath  her ;  she  was  resolvetf 
therefore  never  to  marry  again,  unless  to  a 
prince  whose  quality  and  virtues  resembled 
his  own;**'    Prompted  by  diis^  hint,  he  began- 

ik:z  ^   *   ;  ^      ^'     '       '^^       ^-    •    . . : ' 

*■  ttardin|^9  apti(f  Barnes^  Bobit  ¥tl.  Chap,  vtif  §.  % 
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his  courtship  ;  he  admired  her  for  her  spirit  ^^^,^ 
and  elevation  of  mind  ;  and  he  felt  in  him*  ='==•' 
self  the  begiiining  of  a  kindness,  responsive 
to  the  ing^niious  and  noble  partiality  with 
which  she  regarded  him. 

Accompanied  by  this  princess,  aod  with ; — 

Chandos   (the  most  distinguished  of  all  the  settiai» 
warriors  who  fought  under  the  standard  of   t«inc. 
Edward   III)   for   his   prime   minister*,   he 
passed  over  to  Aquitaine,  and  fixed  his  re- 
sidence   in   Bourdeaux,  where  he  kept  his 
court.     His  manners  were  so  prepossessing 
and   noble,   and   his   fame    in    chivalry    so 
splendid,  that  his    court,    in  an  age  when 
chivalry  was  the  reigning  passion,  could  not 
fail  to  be  a  principal  resort  of  all  persons 
of  generous  minds  and  cultivated  understand-* 
iligs;     In  about  one  year  after  his  taking  up  "TselT" 
his  abode  in  Aquitaine,  his  princess  bore  him 
a  son,  who  was  namedafter  himself  Edward  ^   . 

The  Qourt  of  the  Black  Prince,  agrieeably  to  hu  court* 


*  Froifisart^  Vol.  I,  Chap,  ccxvi. 

*  Froissart)  Chap.  ccxYiii. 

VOL-  II.  X 
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xxvu'  ^^  fitshidn  of  thbie  days,  wis  not  oiady  the 

'  resort  of  dobleinto  and  warriors*  but  also  of 

croVmed  he^s.     He  numbered  among  hb 

visitors  Peter  king  of  Cyprus,  James  king  of 

jggg~  Majorca  and  Charles  king  of  Navarre  \     In 

"^^^^M  the  suiiimer  of  1366  a  new  arid  a  memorable 

Peter  kipg 

of castiuc  gugst  came  to  increase'his  glory,  Peter  king 
of  Casttlle  and  Leon^  This  king  repaired 
l!0  Bourdeaux  as  a  suppliant ;  he  had  been 
driven  from  his  dominions  by  a  fierce  and 
rapacious  swarm  of  fordgn  outlaws,  and  ha 
came  to  intreat  the  prince  of  Wales,  as  a 
warrior  not  less  generous  thin  ,bi:ave,  to  re* 
cfareis  tl»  injuries  he  had  suffered,  and.  restore 
him  to  his  throne*  - 

Modem         Spakn  was  a  country*  in  the  ^  dawn,  of  lAth^ 

history  of  *  s       ' 

Spain,  ^ni  Eutopeto  history,  singulariy  inteiiesting 
to  all  its  nri^hbours.  It  had  been  entirely 
conquereid  by  the  Saracens  about  aicoibtur^ 
after  the  (ommebcemdnt  of  .the.Maihoiii^;aii 
ei^a^  and  diese  vidioiioifca  eodiiisiastfi^  hsiSting 


«  Froissart,  Chap,  ccxviii,  ccxxxv.  Thorn,  A.  D.  1366,  apud 
X  Scriptores. 

^  Froissart,  Chap,  ccxxxi. 
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Qverrun  the  half  of  Franfae,  were  only  checked  cuw. 
in  their  career  by  the  military  prowess  df    .       i 
Charles  Mattel  in  7»2.     In  Spain  they  erect-* 
ed  a  caliphate ;   and  the  court  of  Cordova 
was  for  a  long  time  one  of  the  principal 
centres  of  Sarace&ic  apleiidonr  and  learning. 
The  unfortunate  Christians,  as  many  of  them 
as  prefmred   independence   to    subjugation, 
took  refuge  in  the  mountains  of  the  Asturias. 
Here^  safe  from  the  oppr^sion  of  their  inso- 
lent ccmquerors,  they  assumed  courage  by  de* 
grees^  and  sallied  out  upon  the  enemy*    Dis-* 
piplined  by  adversity  and  conteMion^  they 
daily  improved  in  Imrdiment,  while  their  fo^ 
became  enervated  by  luxury.     The  achieve*^ 
ments  of  the  Christian  warriors  in.  Spain  are 
among  the  most  extraordinsyy  in  the  annals 
of  miinkind^     They  gradually  gwiad  ground 
upon  the  Saracens  ]  and,  in  ^m  unintermitted 
struggle  of  five  centuries,  redeemed  the  most 
coasiderable  part  of  the  peninsula  firom  their 
yoke>  and  shut  them  up  in  a  hw  df  the. 
SQiHheniuaiost  provinces*  Christian  S{»dn  then     * 
bec^iaEne  divided  itt6  a  ^variety  of  sovereign* 
ti^  I  tibte^  kiflgdom  of  Astusrias^  of  Ij^tx,  oi 

X  2     ' 
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^^^j^-  Arfagon,  of  Portugal  and^of  Castille';  eacli 
^  -more  eminent  champion  acquiring  fdr  him- 
self an  independent  territory,  and  laying  tike 
foundation  of  a  new  dynasty.  The  smaller 
sovereignties  however  were  gradually  swal- 
lowed up  in  the  greater;  and  the  principal 
monarch  of  the  peninsula,  though  styling 
himself  kipg  of  Gastille  and  Leon,  might  at 

'  this  time  with  suflScient  propriety  have  been 

styled  king. of  Spain,  there  remaining  of  the 
Christian  principalities  which  have  since  been 
annexed  to.  the  dominions  of  his  descendaiits 
©nly  the  little  kingdom  of  Arragon.  -  Peter, 
the.fiigitive  suppliant   at  the  court  of  the 
Black  Prince,  was  the  lineal  representative  of 
St*.  Ferdinand,  who  about  a  century  before 
had  unit^  in  his  own  person  the  monarchies 
of  Gastille  and  Leon,  and  wrested  from  the 
Moors  the  opulent  cities  pf  Seville  and  Cor- 
dova.-,   '  - 
Reign  of    ;:    Pete:,  the  prince  with  who^  history  We 
are  at  present ;  concerned,  had  undoubt:e^. 
^  degenerated  ^fromithe  .virtnaes  of  his  a'no^tdiis. 
His   adversaries?  charged  hdm  witk  hfavk*^ 
murdered  his  jarife  thatA'hei  wfightv^        his 
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ffii^ess ' ;  and  it  is  certain  that  he  wag  a  slave  chap. 
to  avarice,  and  practised  a  multitude  of  vexa-  ^ 

tions  upion  his  subjects  that  he  might  swell 
his  treaSutds  \     By  the  acts  of  which  he^as 
guilty;  and  in  some  degree  by  the  artifice  of 
the  dyflaigty  'which  finally  superseded  him  in 
the  thrdne;  he  has  acquired  the  odioiis  ap* 
pdlation  of  ?eter  the  Cruel.     Encouraged  by  ^^^'^' 
the  unpopularity  of  his  administration,  hh    ^rawtil'^ 
natural  brother,  Henry  of  Tr5uistamai;e,  as-    ****** 
pired  to  the  crown.      One  of  the  circum- 
stances which  occurred  iii  the  growing  ani- 
mosity of  the  possessor  of,  and  the  aspirant  - 
to,  the  crown,  deserves  to  be  mentioned  as 
an  evidence  of  the  ^^arbarous  manners  then 
prevailing  lh<  Spain,  and  so  far  serving  as  an 
extenuation  of  some  acts  of  Peter;  which, 
though  revolting  to  us,'  were  seen  with  less 
aggravation  by  his  contemporaries.     Henry, 


*  The  queeh  Was  unfaithful  to  his  bed,  and  one  of  the  pre- 
sent noble  families  of  Spain  boasts  of  being  the  issue  of  his 
illicit  amours.    Voltaire,  Histoire  Gen^rale,  Ghap.  LXV. 
•    *  Memoircs  dc  Du  Guesclin,  Chap.  icir.  xv,  apud  Collection 
Universelle,  .  ' 
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.CHAP,  mstj^ated  us  k  is  md  by  the  gr^fndees  of  C^ta^ 
tm  tille^  undertook  to  expostulate  with  the  king 

npon  the  impropri^  of  some  of  his  measures ; 
he  expre8$e4  himself  with  warijath  ;  and  one 
of  the  coun^Uorp  of  Peter,  who  happened  to 
h«  pMsfnt,  came  forward  to  vindicate  tilw 
'  conduct  c^  his  matter.  The  bastard  grew 
exasperated  at  this  opposition,  drew  his  d%«» 
ger>  and  laid  the  minister  dead  at  the  feet  of 
his  sovereign.  For  this  ccmduct  he  was  oblig- 
ed to  Sy  from  court,  and  took  rdfuge  in  th^ 
neighbouring  kingdcpn  of  Arragon.  The 
king  of  Arragon  received  him  with  much 
Jdndness,  and  (as  the  historian  with  p^ect 
naivft^  goes  on  to  asi^ure  us)  was  astonished 
to  find,  fircHu  Henry's  narration,  **  that  Petef 
persecuted  him,  and  obliged  him  to  By  his 
country,  for  havii^  taken  the  liberty  to  re-t 
present  to  him  the  horror  which  every  one. 
felt  at  his  repeated  acts  of  cruelty  \'' 
Hit  cabait.  Hcnry  was  now  ipore  earnest  than  ever  to 
take  the  place  of  his  brother  on  the  throne 


'  M6rooire8  de  Du  GuescUn^  Chap.  xx. 
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-dF  Castille.  He  practised  with  the  king  of  ^^^^^• 
Airagon;  he  gmned  (be  support  of  Charles' 
V.  king  of  Fraace ;  and  he  prevailed  upon  the 
p<^e.  to  exccmimunicate  and  pronounce  a 
sentence  of  deposition  against  Peter  "*.  The 
times  were  fayourable  to  his  enterprise.  The 
long  wars  between  France  and  England,  left 
at  their  conclusion  a  multitude  of  military 
adventurers  in  the  former  of  these  kingdoms, 
indisposed  to  every  other  occupation,  and 
having  no  longer  a  legitimate  opportunity 
for  exercising  that  to  which  they  were  ac- 
customed. These  men  refosed  all  the  laws 
of  subordination,  and  subsisted  by  acts  of 
j^undisr.  The  king  of  France  therefore  will- 
ingly entered  into  the  scheme  of  drawing 
them  off  upon  an  expedition  into  Spain ; 
and,  to  cover  his  real  purpose,  it  was  given 
out  that  the  object  was  a  crusade  against  the 
Moors  of  Grenada*.  The  Black  Prince  be- 
came the  dupe  g(  this  pretence,  and  piously 


»  Fnnssart^  Chap,  ccxxx.  , 

"  FroisMirt,  ubi  supni.    M^moires  de  Du  GuescliQ^^  Chap* 
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c.H  AP,  encouragpd  the  individuals  antong  thes^  jouU 


=5  laws,  who  had  served  midcjr  him,  or  w?re  na- 
tives of  England  or,  Aquitaine^  to  engage  in 
jhe  ^xj>edition,  which  Was  headed  by  the  qe^ 
lebrated  adventurer  Bertrand  du  Guesclin. 
ise(i~  ThP  undertaking  was  successful ;  Peter  was 

^^^T^'  taJcen  by  surprise ;  an4  after  a  ^hort  struggle, 
was  obliged  to  seek  his  safety  in  flight.  Hcj 
first  endeavoured  to  engage  the  king  of  Por- 
tugal to  espouse  his  cause "";  and,  being 're-; 
pulsed  there,  he  immediately  resorted  to  the 
court  of  the  Black  Prince  at  Bourdeaux. 

Tivourabic       'jj^jg  rcnOwued  hero  felt  as  the  heir  of  one 

reception 

^ctcrat  Qf  i-j^g  £j.gf  moHarchics  in  Europe  might  be 
**""'•  expected  to  feel.  If  Peter  had  been  expelled 
by  the  resentment  and  concerted  revolt  of 
his  countrymen,  it  may  be  believed  that  Ed-, 
ward,  full  of  the  high  notionsi  he  derived 
from  his  illustrious  ancestry,  would  have  de- 
cided that  kings  are  not  to  be  arraigned  at  the 
bar  of  their  rebellious  subjects,  and  would, 
have  condemned  their  insolence.     But  that  a 


*  M^moiies  de  Du  Guesclin^  ^?P«  3Lix« 
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king  should  he  driven  from  his  dotoinionis,  ^xxvn. 
nw  by  the  provoked  insurrectiort  tof  the  na-  '  "^ 
tion  he  governed,  but  by  the  venal  hostility 
of  foreigners  the  burthen  and  sqouilge  Cif  theit 
native  soil,  he  regarded  as  ^ati  e:^araple  odious 
and  intolerable.  He  ^  also  felt  with  double 
fervour  in  the  present  case,  ^  l^e  had  uijirtr 
teiitionally  been  nv^de  an  iastrmnent  in  fi^e 
mischievous  ^nt^fprise.  *  , . 

Under  the  prejudices  of  phivalryy  to  restore  vicwiof 
4  lawful  king  to  his  thrope,  and  to  expel  a  ^"^' 
body  of  unprincipled  adventurers  v^ho  had 
spread  like  locusts  over  his  country,  was  one 
of  the  most  glorious  enterprises  in  which  4 
great  military  leader  could  engage^  The  ww 
in  which  Edward  had  already,  so  illustriously 
signalised  himself  was  of  a  doubtful  charac-- 
ter  ;  it  was  a  contention  between,  let  i^s  $ay, 
two  equal  pretenders  to  a  throne.  It  was 
not  §0  much ;  Edward  had  been  compelled 
by  the  force  of  truth,  repeatedly  to  acknow- 
ledge John  for  a  king,  and  thus  to  condem^Bj 
the  cause  in' which  he  fought,  -j  To  vimlicate 
fight,  to  assist  the  oppressed,  ^n4  tp  b^*t 
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^xxviL  ^^^^  *^  boasts  of  successful  Wrwig,  the  o^ 
■_-_^  "  fices  to  widch  he  was  now  invited,  were  the 
favourite  piMTSuits  of  chivalry.  Hius  allured, 
he  thought  not  of  the  actions  and  disposi- 
tions of  Peter ;  he  saw  in  him  nothing  but 
his  illustrious  ancestry,  the  splendour  of  the 
throne  to  which  he  was  bom,  and  the  in« 
heritor  of  that  throne  an  unhappy  fugitive*, 
partly  through  the  error  of  the  man  to  whoiA 
he  now  sued  for  relief. 
Undertakes      In^ucnccd   by  these    considerations,    the 

the  reston-  ^^      i  •  i* 

ttonof  Black  Prince  gave  a  favourable  and  cOTdial 
reception  to  the  ejtiled  monarch,  and  imme- 
diat^y  sent  to  consuh  his  father  upon  the 
propriety  of  an  expedition  to  redress  his 
wrong.  Edward  III,  who  had  the  magnani- 
mity to  contemplate  the  rising  fame  of  a  du- 
tiful and  afiectionate  son  without  envy,  de- 
sired nothing  more  than  to  see  his  r^utation 
^creased  by  the  successful  execution  of  so 
generous  an  enterprise.  ,  He  therefore  imme- 
diatdy  tcturned  an  answer  to  that  effect,  and 
sent  the  duke  of  Lancaster  to  Bourdeaux^ 
to  concert  ^th  his  brother  the  d?t^  of  thQ 
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and  the  extmit  qF  tios  ftiii^>Iitt 
it  would  be  necessary  or  practicable  to  diaw ; 


undertakii^g,  and  the  extmit  qF  tios  ftiii^>Iitt  ^^^p* 


ifOfn  England^.  .       *         . 

Preparations  fi)r  the  eKpe4itioii  weft  xuow  ^^^^^ 
made  with  great  diligence,  ai:^  the  Bhkk 
Prince  began  his  march  in  the  saionth  of  Ja* 
nuaryr**.  He  had  no  sooner  been  informed  of 
the  e^f pulsion  of  Peter,  than  he  pi^tmptorily 
recalled  as  many  of  the  French  troops  serving 
undei:  Henry  of  Trim^tamare  as  he  was  tn^ 
titled  to,influenc€(''j  and  these  soldiers^  wiio 
understood  thf^t  the  Black  P^oce  piliposed 
t|0  mardbr  into  C^ll^i  and  who  desked  tio^ 
^ing  OTore  eagerly  than  to  sery©  under  thcor 
tried  and  bonoitrod  eommander,  were:  not 
less  prompt  tp  set  ont  Ufton  their  march  to 
Aqnitaine,  than  he  w»tfi  strict  to  ^sumnum 
tkem^  Pu  Guesclin»  fitiding  hsi  ranks  greaiiy 
thinned  by  this  descotion,  wiotcnedin  France'; 
and,  having  recruited  his  aitny^  took  the 


*  Barnes^  Book  IV>  Chap.  I,  §.  H 
^  Froissart,  Chap,  ccxxxfu 
'  Froissart^  Chap,  cczxxiii. 
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CHAP:'  fieI4:ifn  X!kt'  ensuing  ipiin^  widi'  120,000 


isjo^cdby      The  duke  of  Lancaster  commanded  the 

X4nc"s^tcr!*  w^^  ^nd,  having 

jbiTied  hig  elder  brother,   they   entered  the 

Passes  the  pa^scs  6f  thc  Pvrenees  abbut  the  end  of  Fe- 

Pyrenets.    *  '  .        , 

brdary^  Iii-this  march  the  Black  Prittte 
divided  his  army  into  three  bands^  and  ga:v^ 
the  'txmitnand  of  the  van  to  the  duke  of  Lan- 
caster**. The  young  duke^had  f6r  hk  'cbad* 
jutor .  lord  Ghandos,  ^  Mn&et  v^hose  eye,  and 
k^ted  by  whose  talents  arfd  bxperiencfe,  ^it 
was  reasonable  tb  belieVe  that  he^  would  niake 
greit '  proficiency  in  the^  aft  of  slaughter^  in 
art:  at  this  time  valu^  and  prized  ^abovie  all 
others.  In  their  ^n{ifirch>they  Were  aided  by 
ther  cotnpulioi^y  alliance  fef  th^  king  of  Na- 
yainre:;  and,  thisfir,  etiterprise  beittg  thife  fkciU- 
tated^  they  passed  m  iafety  the  valley  of 
Rtmcesvall^,  famed  !^  for  the  fsibulpus  exploits 
of  Roland,  or  Orlando, 


'  Barnes,  Chap,  ii,  $.  11. 

*  Froissart,  Chap,  ccxxxvi,  ccxxxviU 

"  Froi'ssart,  Chap,  ccxxxvii. 
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When  Charlemagne  ifjtk  alt  hS  peerage  ftlt-  cVa  p, 
liy  fontavabia.  ^    ^      '    :  .     >    i  '    ■:    .  ,  ^^    - 

At  sight  of  this  spot  no  doubt  their  hearta 
panted  with  hope,  with  awe  and  emulation  i 
arid  the  younger  knights  in  particular  felt 
their  circulation  augmented,  with  a  sense  of 
the  proud  career  in  which  they  were  en- 
gaged, and  a  thirst  for  immortality. 

After  some  pause  in  the  fertile  plains  of  E«tcrfthe 

^  .     . .  kingdom 

Navarre,  the  Black  Prince  crossed  the  Ebro,    «^ca«. 

•  ^  .   '      tiller 

and  entered  the  territory  of  Old  Castille.  The 
situation  in  which  he  soon  found  himself  ' 
here  was  similar  to  that  in  which  he  had 
been  placed  at  the  battle  of  Poitiers,  and  to 
that  of  his  father  at  the  victory  of  Cressy . 
He  had  advanced  into  an  enemy's  .country, 
was  cut  off  from  all  supply,  and  reduced  to 
the.  greatest  extremity "".;  and,  had  the  enemy 
exerted  the  sagacity  and  resplution  to  close 
him  round,  to  harass  hifn  with  petty  attacks. 


*  M6moIre8  de  Du  GuescIIn^  Chap.  XXII. 
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« 

zM  aliatam  frdm  a  general  action,  his  tx^ 
^pedition  must  have  ended  u\  complete  dis- 
comfiture. •  This  temerity  howeyer  was  in 
some  degree  the  necessary  consequence   of 
the  state  of  the  European  powers  in  this  age, 
t^rhos6    resources   were  speedily  exhausted, 
iftd  whose  soldiers  were  for  the  most  part 
eiigaged  for  a  very  short  period.     And,  al- 
lowance having  been  mad^  for  their  apparent 
rashness  in  the  onset,  both  he  and  his  father, 
in  the  instances  alluded  to,  will  be  found  to 
have  conducted  themselves  in  the  conclusion 
of  the    enterprise  with   singular  prudence,, 
coolness,  ability  and  heroism. 
Battle  of        The  fjite  of  the  campaign  for  the  restora- 
tion of  the  exiled  king  was   decided  by  a 
battle  fought  pn  the  third  of  April  near  Na- 
jara  a  towft  on  the  Ebro''.      The  Spanish 
usurper  was  encouraged  to  try  the  event  of 
a  battle,  by  the  fortuitous  success  which  had 
attended  him  in  a  partial  conflict,  about  a 


^  FVoissart^  Chap,  ccxli.    Memoiret  de  Du  Gnesdin^  Chap. 
XXIII.  ' 


Najara* 
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fbrtniglit  before \     Th^  duke  of  Laiicaster  chap. 

XXVIL 

had  ^till  the  command  of  one  of  the  divkions 
of  the  English  army,  and  had  Still  with  him 
lord  Chandos  as  his  Mentor  and  guide>  whQ 
had  before  officiated  in  the  same  character 
to  the  Blade  Prince.  A  moment  before  the 
battle  was  joined,  John  of  Gaunt  said,  turn-* 
ing  to  one  of  the  sons  of  the  earl  of  Wair- 
wick  who  Was  neaar  him.  Sir  Williaiti^  there 
is  the  enemy ;  you  Aall  see  itie  to-day  prove 
mysdf  a  true  knight,  or  you  shall  «ee  mfe 
k)6t  in  the  attempt.  Their  wing  of  the  army 
•eems  to  ha^e  had  no  mean  i^are  in  the 
action,  as  they  were  exposed  to  Du  Gues- 
cUn,  and  the  French  soldiers  of  fortune,  who 
bad  plated  the  bastard  upon  the  throne.  The 
%)aniard$,  who  fbrmed  the  main  body  of  the 
enemy^  though  enrolled  from  an  heroic  aa^ 
tion^  weue  for  the  most  part  new  recruits, 
and  by  tiQ  meias  equal  to  the  Gallic  vettf* 
atns.    It  is  also  probable  that  they  did  not 


•  Froissart,  Chap,  ccxxxix.      Memoircs  de  Du  Gueaclin, 
Chap.XXII. 
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CHAP,  engage  with  perfect  alacrity,  nor  feel  ttem- 
:  selves  perfectly  satisfied  to  cooperate  with  a 
gang  of  foreign  freebooters  the  rudeness  of 
whose  manners  they  had  by  this  time,  suf- 
ficiently witnessed,  to  place  an  usurper  upon 
the  throne  of  their  lawful  sovereign.  The 
battle  however  was  on  the  whole  •  contested 
with  considefrable  obstinacy;  but  eiided  in 
the  total  defeat  of  Henry,  with  the  capture  of 
his  commander  in  chief  and  of  the  most  dis- 
tinguished officers  among  his  French  allies. 
The  gallantry  of  the  duke  of  Lancaster  in 
this  action  was  much  celebrated  j  and  it  wa« 
his  division  of  the  army  that  took  Du  Giies-- 
clin  prisoner,  who,  according  to  the  customs 
of  that  age,  became  the  property  of  Chan- 
dos,  and  was  afterward  redeemed  for  a  ran- 
som of  one  hundred  thousand  franks  %  -  ^ 
^wfth which      Th€|  rejoicings  in  England,  on  account  of 

j\\^r   ^^  victory  of  Najara  were  singularly  great. 

wc^JL    'T^^  ^^ty  ^^  Lbndon  was  adorned  in  various 

iiJiund?   parts  with  triumphal  arches;  the  fronts  of 


'  Froissart,  CJxap.  ccxliv. 
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thfi  hottTOd  in  thd  priiHapal  avfeoiles  v^e  ^JttiK' 
qoreired  with  tapeslrjr ;  arid  the  dtilens  feast**  ^.-  '^ 
ed  every  guest  who  chose  to  resdit  to  their 
plratiful  tables^  in  the  streets  ^  After  the 
^rest  aichievem<^nt8  which  had  of  late  jrectrs 
been  accomplished  in  France,  it  was  thought 
the  donsumnuttidn  of^giotyto  this  coutifly, 
that  the  sons  of  her  king  shoiild  thus  beoDme 
the:  good^  gi^lnus^  of  Euiiope^  ndi^ng  the  pro« 
tttate, '  ^uhdhirig  rcbeUibn^  ddirering  one  6f 
her  noblelst  cotihtrics  from  the  yoke  of  a  law-^ 
l6$i  baaiditti,  tod  replackig  a  rightfid  sovd-* 
rei^n  on  the  tbrode'of  hi&  heroic  aticest6ts* 

Thfe  ikue  of  the  cdrap^gn  howerer  was  Onfonu- 

*       ^  nate  Usuc 

enmnendy  unfortunate  for*  the  nation  whidi    oitht^x* 

'  peditioa. 

thu^  esialted  in  its  appslrent  success^  Thd 
battle  of  Najara  Was  indeed  decisrve  of  the 
fmt  of  war 4  The  Casttillianfc>  whd  had  n6ver 
e^e^ed  hea^iif  into  the^r^ellion  against 
TeUty  pgPDrtifptly  md  witting  r^ttiraed  to 
their  duty.     Thfe  basted  Henry  immediately 


*  Barnes,  Chap,  ii,  f.  19.     Stow,  Sun^ey  of  London:  of 
watches* 

VOL.  II.  Y 
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c  f!  A  p.  took  to  flisrht,  sheltering  himself  first  in  At- 


XXVII 


=  raeon,  and  afterward  in  France.  Every  thing 
seemed  to  bear  the  most  prosperous  aspect, 
except  to  the  generous  mediators  by  whose 
interference  the  whole  revolution  had  been 
effected. 
Bypocrittcaj      The  charactcr  of  Peter,  whatever  might  be 

bchuviour  , 

of  the  re-  its  mcrfts  iu  Other  respects,  was  certainly  in 

stored  so-  •  *  ' 

vcrci^n.  2^n  emiucAt  degree  disfigured  with  the  vices 
of  avarice,  ingratitude,  and  bad  faith.  In 
these  points  he  bore  a  considerable  resem- 
blance to  his  successor  in  the  closie  of  thie  fif- 
teenth century,  Ferdinand  the  Catholic ;  who, 
celebrated  as  he  has  been  Jjy  venal  or  de- 
|iraved  historians  for  sagacity  and  wisdom, 
knew  no  other  policy  than  craft,  poss^sed 
no  other  superiority.over  his  neighbours  than 
coldness  of  heart,  and  placed  his  infamous 
vanity  in  trifling  with  the  most  sacred  en- 
gagements, and  overreaching  and  making  a 
.  dupe  of  ingenuous  credulity  %. 

Previously  to  the   expedition  into  Spain, 


^  Hume«  Chap.  XXVII. 
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ince  had  represented  to  Peter  iii 
the  most  uuequivocal   manner  the  inability « 


the  Black  Prince  had  represented  to  Peter  iii  chap. 


1367. 
under  which   he   laboured,  in   the  Existing 

state  of  his  finances,  to  sustain  the  expence 
of  such  a  preparation.  Peter  in  reply  un- 
dertook amply  to  remunerate  the  captains 
and  soldiers  who  enlisted  in  the  war,  if  ever 
he  should  be  restored  to  the;  throne  of  Cas- 
»tille;  and  withrthijs  engagement  the  prince 
was  satisfied,  The  whole  being  thus  ad- 
justed, the  prince  and  the  king  of  Castille 
represented  to  ^e  different  knights  and  lords 
who  were  preparing  to  march,  the  urgency 
of  the  case,  and  intreated  them,  by  mortgages, 
or  whatever  other  nieans  occurred  to  them, 
to  provide  for  their  present  expenditure ;  the 
prjince  pledging  himself  for  the  king  of  Cas^ 
tille  that  he  would  see  them  faithfully  repaid  "^V 
No  sooner  did  Peter  behold  the  object  of 
the  enterprise  completed,  the  army  of  his 
enemies  totally  routed,  their;  general  a  pri- 
soner, and  the  pretender  in  banishment,  than 


'  FroiMart>  Chap.^4XKXxiiy  ccxxxiii. 
Y  2 
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CHAP,  he  rwdlved  to  ^m.d&  his  cngagementt,  attd 
J I        I  send  JEway  hb  4t)ite^er  baffied  and  disip- 
pointed.    He  regarded  howeter  with  no  less 
fear  than  repugnance,  the  hero  to  whom  he 
wtB  mdd)ted  for  every  thing  that  he  l^crs^ 
wised.    He  meditated  therefore  how  ind^ 
effectually  to  cajote  and  deltide  his  geneitytts 
ally*     He  wa&  the  finst  to  mention  the  pe- 
cuniary obligations  ttnder  which    he    wa$ 
placed-     He  repr^^eoted  that  it  was  impos!- 
sible  16  raise  9o  large  a  sum  ae  was  justly  dtie 
to  his  alH®,  without  hk  OWD  personal  inters 
ferasce  and  importunity.      Seville  was  the 
most  distant  of  the  tcnmdeikUe  towii^  ih  hii 
dosdmicsis^  and  be  bdA  out  this  as  the  plac^e 
Mkpon  which,  &jt  iu  opuknde,  hi^  hopesi  d[ 
acquitting  Mmietf  ^e»  pkced.     After  hav^ 
ing  resided  with   his:  benefoctor  for  th^ 
Weeks  ioL  Burgos^  his  capital,  he  reconmiend 
ed  to  htm  to  coiidu^  his  smaj  to  theTieinity 
of  ValladoKd,  bei«^  probably  secretly  led  to 
this  ptefeoreiace  by  the  greater  ins^^ubtitry  of 
the  climate ;  and  promised  to  return  with  aH 
possible  expedition,  bringing  with  him  the 
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treasures  which  would  be  tiece8»ary  to  redeem  ^JJ^.f- 
his  engagements  %  »-■■    "..a* 

The  Black  Prince  demeaned  himeelf  with  sickncss'of 

the  EngUsU 

all  possible  honour  to  his  treacherous  allj,  ^rmy. 
and,  judging  of  the  intentions  of  Peter  frofji 
the  liberality  of  his  own  heart,  waited  a  con- 
siderable time  with  the  most  unsuspecting 
patience.  Peter  however  took  no  steps  to-« 
ward  the  acquittal  of  his.  debt ;  and,  if  he 
extorted  money  from  his  subjects,  it  was 
With  no  view  of  i^emitting  a  pistole  of  it  to 
the  English  commander.  Hare  on  the  con- 
trary he  suffered  him  to  languish  during  thf 
unwholesome  months  of  June,  July  and  Au- 
gust ^  when  in  this  climate  the  atmosphere 
during  the  day  is  sultry,  stagnant  and  insuf- 
ferable, and  in  the  night  the  traveller  often 
shivers  with  cold.  If  the  troops  had  been  in 
motion,  the  effect  of  the  season  would  pro- 
bably have  been  less  fatal  to  them.  When  the 
body  is  in  exercise,  the  mind  alert,  and  the 


*  Frois^art^  Chap,  cci^lii.    Meipolres  de  Du  Guesclin^  phap. 
XXIV. 

*  Prufscart,  Chap.  ^^iiC* 
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CHAP,  scene  continually  changing,  there  is  a  prin- 
' ,  ciple  in  the  constitution  of  man  which  enables 
*    it  to  throw  off  many  inconveniences.  But  the 
^my  of  the  Black  Prince  was  in  the  worst 
species  of  inaction,  that  stagnant  and  sickly 
condition  of  the  soul  which  is  produced  by 
tedious,  monotonous  and  fruitless  expectation. 
Add  to  tiiis,  they  were  ill  supplied  with  the 
conveniences  and  necessaries  of  life.    Accord- 
ingly, if  their  commander,  irritated  at  the  base 
treatment  he  had  sustained,  had  felt  disposed 
to  extort  by  force  what  ought  to  have  been 
paid  him  with  readiness  and  gratitude,  his 
army  would  have  been  found  too  feeble  to 
second  his  resentment.     This  his  insidious 
ally  perfectly  knew  ;  and  he  felt  a  diabolical 
joy  in  witnessing  the  triumph  of  craft  and 
falshood   over  integrity,  ingenuousness  and 
honour.  , 

^hewa^  But  what  was  worse  than  all  the  rest,  the 
^^""^  Black  Prince,  when  he  retired  out  of  Spain, 
carried  with  him  the  ruins  only  of  a  shat- 
tered constitution.  He  had  probably  urged 
his  corporeal  strength  too  far  in  his  preced- 
ing campdgns.     The  climate  of  the  heart  of 
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Spain  in  its  hottest  months  completed  his  chap. 

NXVIl. 

destruction.  It  was  indeed  principally  the  ^I-l— 1 
vexation  of  his  mind  at  witnessing  the  un-  ^* 
worthiness  of  the  man  he  had  served,  that 
laid  him  naked  as  it  were  to  all  the  hostility 
of  the- season.  The  more  chivalrous  and  dis- 
interested was  the  enterprise  he  undertook, 
the  less  could  he  endure  to  see  it  leading  in 
its  sequel  to  the  indulgence  of  the  basest 
passions  of  the  human  heart.  Thus  did  one 
of  the  purest  and  most  exalted  of  human  cha- 
racters according  to.  the  mode  of  the  age  in 
which  he  lived,  fall  a  prey  to  a  wretch  of  the 
narrowest  and  most  sordid  views,  and  who 
was  stupid  enough  to  pride  himself  in  the 
base  ascendancy  which  he  thus  obtained. 
Edward  survived  his  expedition  into  Spain 
almost  nine  years ;  but,  instead  of  gradually 
shaking  off  the  fatal  effects  it  left  behind,  he 
continually  became  more  listless,  languid  and 
debilitated,  till  at  last  his  spark  of  life  was 
extinguished  by  an  almost  imperceptible 
decay. 

From  the  records  that  at  present  exist,  the  J^^^^[ 
time  cannot  be  precisely  ascertained  at  which  f^^G^^^,, 
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en  AP.  Tohn  of  Gaunt  was  elected  into  his  fathef^s 
'  newly  ii^stitut^d  corps  of  knights  companions 
of  the  ^der  of  the  Garten  The  name  of 
Lionel  duke  of  Clarence  appears  however, 
together  with  that  of  John  duke  of  Lancas* 
tcr,  among  those  who  were  first  substituted 
in  the  room  of  the  original  founders  ^ ;  and, 
as  th^^  two  princes  were  nearly  of  an  age, 
and  received  the  honours  of  kniglitho{)d  and 
the  title  of  duke  together,  it  is  highly  pror 
bable  that  the  ensigns  of  the  Garter  weje  con- 
iern^  upon  them  at  the  sapae  time ;  whkh 
must  therefore  have  )}^n  before  the  month 
of  October  1  Sfle,  when  the  duke  of  Clarence 

^curracc    ^^^^9    ^^^  probably  before   the   njonth  of 

^"*  May  la  that  year  \  when  h^  set  out  upoo  a 
journey  to  Italy  from  which  he  never  re- 
turned, 

Chaucer's        If  is  during  the  period  of  the  duke  c^  Lan- 

first  pen-  ^  ^ 

sion.  caster's  absence  in  the  Spanish  war,  that  the 
iaxet  official  notice  occurs,  in  our  records,  of 


?  A^hmole,  Chap.  X^JVI,  Sppt,  ^v, 

**  Sanjford,  Book  III,  Chap,  xii, 

i  Pymer,  IVna.  VI,  4?E.  g,  May  IQ, 
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thp  mm©  (rf  Chaucer,    On  the  twenti^  of  ^^^^f 
June  in  thla  year  he  obtained  an  annud  pen^  "^ 

sion  of  twenty  marks,  fpr  services  performed 
and  to  be  perfiorm^d,  panted  to  him  for  life, 
or  till  the  king  should  otherwise  dispose  of 
him  ^. 

It  is  reasonable  to  pauee  here  for  an  in*  its  value, 
stant  to  consider  the  value  of  this  pendon« 
This  will  he  suflSciently  illustrated  by  the 
adjustment  of  two  questicma  ;  first;,  the  quan^ 
tity  of  silver  expressed  by  the  words  used  in 
the  grant,  twenty  marks;  and  secondly,  a 
general  comparison  of  the  price  pf  proviaions 
and  the  necessaries  of  life,  ai  they  stocid  in 
the  time  of  Chaucer,  with  the  price  iriiich 
they  bear  at  present  I  wilL  take  fbr  my 
guides  in  this  calculation,  biahqp  FleetvTood'p 
work,  entitled  Chronicon  Preciosum^  ^id  sir 
George  $huckburgh  Evelyn's  Table  ochihit- 
ing  the  prices  of  various  necessaries  of  life 
from  the  year  lOdo,  printed  in. the  Philoso<« 
phical  Transactions  for  the  Year  iTQ9f 


*  Appendix,  No.  V. 
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CHAP.       According  to  the  first  of  these  authc^s,  a 

XXVII. 

t         ' ,  pound-weight  of  silver  continued  from  the 
^  year   1353  to  the  year   1421  to  be  coined 

into  twenty-five  shillings,  and  began  in  the 
year  l6o3  to  be  coined  into  sixty-two  shil- 
lings, as  at  present.  Hence  it  follows,  that 
the  person  who  received,  during  the  first  of 
these  intervals,  the  sum  of  money  called  a 
mark  (thirteen  shillings  and.  four  pence  of 
that  time),  actually  received  a  weight  of  sil- 
ver, which  under  the  denomination  of  money 
has  now  for  two  centuries  amounted  to  thirty- 
three  shillings  nearly.   - 

By  sir  George  Shuctburgh  Evelyn's  Table 
it'  further  appears  that  the  average  price  of 
the  various  necessaries  of  life  in  1350,  com- 
pared with  the  estimated  average  price  in 
1800,  is  in  the  proportion  of  77  to  502. 
The  result  then  of  this  statement  is,  that  the 
sum,  at  the  first  of  these  periods  denomin- 
ated a  mark,  or  thirty-three  shillings  of  our 
money,  ought  to  be  considered  as  equiva- 
lent, for  the  ordinary  purposes  of  life,  to 
about  j^.  12  of  the  present  time-  In  other 
words,  the  money  of  the  period  of  Chaucer, 
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joint  consideration  of  weight  of 
silver  and  price  of  provisions,  was  equal  to  j 


taking  in  the  joint  consideration  of  weight  of  c  h  a  r 
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about  eighteen  times  the  money  of  the  same 
denomination  in  our  own  age.  Chaucer's  jpen- 
sion  therefore  of  twenty  marks  will  be  pro- 
perly represented  to  our  apprehension,  by  a 
revenue  of  jT.  240  per  annum. 

It  may  be  instructive  to  add  here  a  few  wustratiom. 
examples  of  the  gratuities  bestowed  by  Ed- 
ward III.  upon  persons  of  different  classes 
and  professions  in  society,  for  the  purpose  of 
illustrating  the  degree  of  estimation  which  it 
was  the  habit  of  these  times  to  annex  to  such 
classes  or  professions.  We  find  him  grant- 
ing in  the  year  1 345  the  sum  of  sixpence 
per  diem  for  life  to  a  certsdn  apothecary  ^apth- 
thecarim^  who  had  attended  him  in  a  dan- 
gerous illness  during  an  expedition  into  Scot- 
land ' ;  and,  some  years  before,  a  pension  to 
the  court-physician  of  j^.  100  per  {mnum\ 
To  a  person  who  had  brought  to  him  the 


^  Rymer,  Tom.  V,  19  Edv.  3,  Oct.  8* 
™  Ditto,  Tom.  IV,  1  Edv.  3,  Mar.  10. 
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CHAP,  first  joewB  of  the  Tictory  at  Neville's  Cross, 

XXVIl. 

^HOMB  he  granted  one  hundred  shillings  per  annum 
for  life "  ;  and  to  another,  on  the  ground  of 
having  first  carried  the  intelligence  to  the 
eoupcil  at  London,  a  gratuity  of  jC*  '  ^  *• 
The  sum  of  forty  marks  per  annum  was  giveo 
by  the  king  to  the  nian  who  brought  him 
intelligence  of  the  birth  of  his  eldest  son ; 
iC*  ^  ^  P^  annum  as  a  provision  for  his  jiurse  5 
and  ten  marks  per  annum  to  his  rocker  ^  One 
hundred  ihiliings  is  the  amount  of  th^  an- 
nuity, granted  to  a  lady  supposed  to  have 
bfisn  afrerward  the  vrife  of  Chaucer,  the 
i^use  in  consideration  of  which  it  was 
"granted  being  that  she  had  been  one  of  the 
mai^s  6f  honour  \domiciUa\  to  the  queen : 
the  grant  bears  date  a  few  months  after  the 
queen^s  decease  '^ ;  the  ppnsion  of  the  same 
date,  granted  to  the  maids  of  honour  of  the 
highest  class  is  ten  marks  \     Thf  salaries  of 


■  Ditto,  Tom.  V.  21  Edv,  3,  Mar.  10, 
•  Ditto,  20  Edv.  3,  Dec.  12. 
'  Ashmole,  Chap.  XXVI,  Sect,  lii^ 
'.  Appendix,  JJou 
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ftie  judges j  as  W6  hareseefl,  were  atxmt  forty  c  h  a  i^ 
mafks ' :  hut  there  is  reasoii  io  tWitk  that  they :  ^^^"* 
hid  teftain  perquisites  attd  bodtts,  whrch 
tended  cdnsfderably  to  increase  the  grcs* 
aficrotittt  of^  their  revenue;  this  tmy  bd  re- 
garded as  pretty  strcm^ly  corroborated  to  tr* 
by  a  lirte  of  Chaucer  formerly  quoted  : 

Irhe  judg6  rfre^Tiieth  hO\^  hk  pfees  be  spedde*. 

Each  of  the  dreamers  mentioned  in  this  pas- 
sage of  Chaucer,  dreams  of  the  thing  about 
which  he  was  anxious  when  awake,  and 
faiicies  that  it  turns  out  in  the  manner  that 
he  then  wished :  the  judge  therefore  would 
certainly  not  have  found  a  place  in  this  ena-^ 
ineration  were  it  not  that  his  emoluments  de- 
pended either  upon  the  number  of  the  causes 
he  tried^  or  upon  the  way  in  which  he  decided 
them. 


'  Chap.  XVIII,  p.  67. 

•  Parliament  of  pir*,  yer.  101.     See*  Chap.  XXI,  p.  J  74. 
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CHAP.  Montagu,  afterward  earl  of  Salisbury,  for 
'  =  his  services  in  the  overthrow  of  Roger  Mor- 
timer, was  rewarded  vnth  an  income  of 
£.  1000  per  annum  ^ ;  and,  some  years  after, 
his  younger  brother,  sir  Edward  Montagu 
had  a  grant  of  a  pension  of  £.  l  oo  per  an^ 
num\  The  annuity  granted  to  Robert  of 
Artois,  first  instigator  of  the  wars  of  Edward 
III.  for  the  crown  of  France,  was  of  the 
amount  of  twelve  hundred  marks ".  The 
king  likewise  conferred  a  pension  oi  ^.  l^oo 
per  \annum  upon  the  duke  of  Brabant  for 
life  ""  •  iind  the  pension  of  Baliol,  subsequently 
to  his  surrender  of  all  his  claims  upon  the 
crown  of  Scotland,  was  ^,  2000  y. .  This  was 
also  the  amount  of  the  allowance  settled  upon 
Joan,  wife  to  David  Bruce  the  reigning  king 
of  Scotland,  and  sister  to  Edward  III  \     The 


*  Collins,  Peerage  of  England  :  duke  of  Manchester* 
»  Rymer,  Tom.  IV,  1 1  Edv.  3,  May  .5. 
""  Ditto,  Tom.  5,  13  Edv.  5,  Dtc.  28. 
y  Ditto,  Tom.  VI,  SI  Edv.  3,  Feb.  4. 
'  Rym^r,  Tom.  IV,  2  Edv.  3,  May  1. 
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Income  of  Philippa  qiieen  of   England  was  chap. 
^.15000  per  anmim^.     In   the   writ  con-; 


veying  to  John  of -Gaunt  a  certain  portion 
of  duke  Henry's  inheritance,  which  had  been 
r^^ervedtill  one  of  the  daughters,  coheiresses, 
should  have  issue,  the  value  of  the  landd 
hereby  assigned,  independently  of  the  pro- 
perty which  had  fallen  to  him  at  the  death 
of  his  father-in-law  (and  the  other  pa^r  of 


*  Rymer,  Tom.  IV.  S'Edy.  3,  May  5.  The  sum  here  put  down 
is  undou);>tedly  too  high,  but  it  is  pexi^aps  impossible  ta  ascertain 
the  e^ct  value  of  these  grants.  The  word  in  the  instruinent 
of  dower,  both  to  Joan  and  Philippa,  answering  to  £,  is  not 
Ubra,  but  lihrata  terra  i^  redditus.  This  term  is  explained  by 
Spdman  as  equivalent  to  an  acrej  and  an  acre  of  land>  accord- 
ing to  Fleetwood,  was  worth  at  this  time  on  an  average  three 
pence  per  annum  (Chronic  on  Preciosum,  Chap.  IV).  l]his 
lyould  reduce  the  value  of  queen  Philippa's  income  to 
£.  262  :  10  :  —  per  anmm^  and  of  queen  Joan's  to  jf.  25  per 
annum.  Cowel,  on  the  contrary,  rates  the  denarius  terra  as 
an  acre,  and  consequently  the  Bbra^  or  librata  tetra^  as  two 
hundred  and  forty  acres.  This  would  raise  queen  Philippa*j 
revenue  to  ;t.  63,000  per  annum,  ;^.  7000  above  the  revenue 
of  the  whole  kingdom.  Ducange,  Glossarium,  in  voc.  b  in- 
clined to  consider  the  librata  terra  as  signifying  so  much  land 
as  would  yield  a  revenue  of  £,  1  per  annum  ;  and  Ducange*s  ?iu- 
thority  is  followed  in  the  text. 


1367. 
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6  H  A  K  which  1i6  todk  tK)96es8i(m  at  the  death  of  the 
'  idoche^  Matilda)^  is  estimated  at  little  less 
i^Mt  JT.  3000  per  annum  ^.  La^tly^  the  ran-^ 
*Wtt  of  BrtKJ^j  htt^bslftd  to  queen  JoaiJ,  aift€?. 
eletea  ycATs  impri^ftment)  during  whieh  Iw 
was  c©fl«tatttly  itttod^d  cby  th^  fOyal  ma*^ 
ttdfl'/Wai  fifc^d  dt  Oflg  huftd^ed  thOtis^d 
fhttfe^'j  iftd  thit  df  Johft  kiftg  cf  France  « 
thr^e  millibtti  of  crowris,  eftcli  cl^owii,  by  .th« 
concjitions  of  treaty,  to  be  equal  to  the  fourth 
part  of  a  mark,  English  money  *.  To  com- 
plete our  view  of  this  subject,  let  ua  add  that 
the  OTdwJiary  revetiue  of  the  crown,  firom 
the  fiiiie  6f  Henty  IIP.  to  Henty  V,  4 
period  of  about  twp  hundred  years^  appears 
from  ant  authentic  document^  taken  at  the 
elose  of  thi^  period  *,  td  hatve  been  ne^ly 
.^,  55,714  :  10  :  10  per  annum. 


^  Rot:  Wft.  U  Edt.  3,ID.  23,  dpud  Collins,  Hbtoiy  of  John 

*  HoMlslsidd/8c6t%»id>  Av  D.  1^58. 

*  Hyttfef,  T«w.  VI,  31  Edv.  ^y  Oct.  8. 
^     ^  Itytfier^  34  Edfu  a.  May  9^ 

'  Httttt*,  Ctep.  XIX, 

»  RymevTom.  X,  9  Hen.  5.  . 
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others  which  will    hereafter    he    produced.  ■; 
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tends  to  confirm  us  in  the  opinion,  that  the 
different  ranks  of  society  Were. treated  with 
somewhat  more  inequality  in  Chaucer's  time 
than  at  present.  The  pension  granted  to  sir 
Edward  Montagu  the  younger  son  of  a  noble 
family  is  of  nearly  eight  times,  and  that  . 
granted  to  his  elder  brother  seventy-five 
times,  the  amount  of  that  bestowed  upon 
Qiaucer;  while  the  salaries  of  the  judges 
only  double  his  annuity.  The  pension  grant- 
ed  to  lord  MbntagUj  which^  estimated  ac- 
cording to  the  proportion  above  laid  dowa, 
is  worth  ^.  1*8,000  per  annum  of  our  money, 
and  that  to  the  titular  king  of  Scots,  worth 
,^.  36^000,  would  undoubtedly  in  the  present 
tin\es  be  admitted  to  be  princely ;  lord  Mpn- 
tagu's  was  so  much  clear  addition  to  his  he- 
reditary estate.  The  fragment  of  John  of 
Gaunt's  inheritance  abovementioned,  wag 
equivalent  to  ^.  54,000  per  annum  of  our 
money.  The  disbursements  of  Thomas  carl 
of  Lancaster,  great-uncle  to  the  princess 
Blanche,  for  one  year  (the  year  1313),  are 

VOL,  II.  % 
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are  stated  to  ha¥«  amoohted,  o 
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^^^  are  stated  to  ha¥«  amoarited,  <»  Ae  seore 
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iC*  7^7  s  13  5  4  "5  makmg  of  our  mcMiejr 
j^.  143,!J»8  \  His  w«akh  therefore  wust  be 
supposed  to  have  |>Mfi  al  leaGt  ^qsial  to  diat 
of  the  kl6  ^ke  of  Orteans,  wli08e  ammal  x»- 
<;ome  was  completed  at  j^.  30^^000  st^^bg. 
"Hki  wholt  pevenu?  of  tW  kiiigdocn  Immk^ 
^ver^  estimated  according  ta  the  same  rdj^ 
ficafcefy  ^xeeeded  Ae  pFceeiK^  valiw  ^  me 
jfi)^tb;i  aterfing^  From  these  pronusea  11^ 
»ay  form  sofne  jud|g;meat^  how  Ibrmi^ahle 
^pponefits  ^  gr^at  baroQs  of  the  r^alm  mu$C 
&ave  beesi  &>ufid,  when,  di^y  sdt  diemsekes 
%3r  hostility  to  tifee  sovereign. 

Thoiaas  eari  qf  Lancaster,  the  occ^^  ^ 
i^e^  Unmense  weakh,  was  diesatlsfied  wilh 
his  k)t^  and  1>ecaine  die  head  of  ih&  hmom 
who  took  advafitage  c^  the  imbecafejr  of  £it- 


i  u>  ■■  '■  TX'  u  *-v  .■"-'•XU.4L  m  '-ai-  i.       ■  .i-';'"j*'Mt'^^ 


*  Stow/ Survey  of  London  :  of  ordw^s  and  customs. 

^''Bus  was^  •rroneou^^dtot^  m  a  ^mer^ciiapter  (jCbfl^ 
.  Xll^  p.  166^,  upoo.  the.  aiitfeofity. of  An^^^f^  Hiftoryflf 
Comn^ierce.    A  similar  njisstalement  occurs^^  Chag.  XVilJJ# 
p.  6S.  • 
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foner  to  hi»  own  c4«tU  of  Pooiffet}  »n4»  a 
|»*ving  \mn.  ^urowwJy  *d[judg«d  to  death, 
sras  placed  upon  a  leaa  jade  without »  ))rme» 
with  »  ru9ty  apd  tpm  hat  qn  hh  head,  and 
thus  conveyed,  amidst  the  insults  and  p^t-* 
}n^  of  a  brutish  multitude,  to  a  hill  wltliout 
th9  town,  wh'we  hi»  head  wa«  struck  off  by 
tl^  executioner  %  ^mj  miracles  were  Aftefw 
yrtxd  wrought  at  his  tomh*;  and  he  wm 
nearly  created  a  saint  by  Uie  Roman  pontiff. 
_  It  i«  «u0iciently  observable  that  this  first  coociu>i«(k 
court-favour  of  a  pecuniary  sort,  which  bit 
come  to  our  knowledge  as  having  been  con- 
ferred upon  Chaucer,  was  granted  during  the 
absence  of  his  patron,  John  of  Gaunt,  on 
the  continent :  he  sailed  from  England  in 
the  beginning  of  January,  and  did  not  return 
till  the  decline  of  the  year.  Thus  we  have 
Edward  III.  himself,  in  the  first  page,  as  it 
were,  of  our  official  documents  for  the  life 


^  Paktngton,  apud  LeUnd,  Collectanea,  Tom.  I,  p.  669. 
'  Ditto,  p.  670. 

z  a 
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CHAP,  of  Chaucer,  refuting  the  invidious  insinuatiofl 
^ of  certdn  modem  critics,  that  not  he,  but 

1367.  ' 

John  of  Gaunt,  was  the  original  patron  and 

encourager  of  the  singular  talents  and  ad*- 
mirable  genius  of  the  father  of  English 
poetry. 

The  year,  the  events  of  which  have  formed 
the  principal  subject  of  this  chapter,  is  ren- 
dered further  remarkable  by  having  given 
birth  to  two  English  sovereigns,  Richard  II. 
son  of  the  Black  Prince,  and  Henry  IV,  son 
and  heir  to  John  of  Gaunt  and  tbe  duchess 
Blanche. 
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CHAP.  XXVIIL 


WAR  WITH  FRANCE.— DUKE  OF  LANCASTER  COM- 
MANDS  IN  PICARDY.— DEATH  OF  THE  DUCHESS 
BLANCHE. 


It  wife  the  policy  of  Charles  V.  king  of  ^^vm 
France,  surnamed  by  his  countrymen  the' 
Wise,  that  in  l  sOq  disturbed  the  peace  be- 
tween the  two  drowns,  so  happily  established 
by  the  treaty  of  Bretigni  in  l36o*  The  pre- 
tence for  his  conduct  we  shall  presently  have 
occasion  to  assign ;  the  motivci  was  the  de- 
clining age  of  Edward  III,  and  the  infirm 
health  of  the  Black  Prince.  It  was  natural 
that  a  king  of  France  should  seek  the  earliest 
opportunity  to  avenge  the  victories  which 
those  princes  had  gained  in  his  dominions, 
ftnd.to  recover  the  territories  which  the  pres- 
^m^  of  his  affairs  and  the  frowns  of  fortune 
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CHAP,  had  obliged  his  predecessor  to  yield  in  full 
;  sovereignty  to  his  adversaries.  It  was  with 
that  contempt  of  the  solemnity  of  oaths,  the 
clear  constructioii  t>f  <)bligAtion*,  and  the  sa-» 
credness  of  public  engagements,  which  cha-i 
racterises  the  proceedings  of  the  directors  of 
nations,  that  Charles  V,  ^nd^voured  to  vap- 
iiishhi^  condu<:t. 

When  the  Black  Prince  returned  to  his 
^tulri^'of  government  of  Aquitaine,  he  brought  back 
princ^*^*^  with  him  the  army  he  had  so  successfully 
<K)mmaAded  in  Spain  ;  but,  victorious  &s  th*y 
had  bccn>  he  brought  th6m  back  abridged 
in  their  numbtes,  siddy^  diiheart^ned,  im^ 
pot^emhed,  and  destitute  of  |dmo$t  all  the  ne^ 
eesstuiea  of  existence*  Peter  king  of  Castille^ 
fdiom  di^  bad  r^tored  to  hh  ttitone,  had 
^figaged  aimpiy  to  remunerate  their  services ) 
but  bfe  had  di^ain<ed  6veti  the  appearance  of 
maldtig  an  exertio^ti  ^r  that  purpose^  £d^ 
«ra]rd>thei^co<iitnitiid^)*)  had  madt  himself  thd 
fewurity  {at  ji^eter  «di*t  they  should  be  fully 
f^ )  atid,  die  principal  in  the  budinets  h^v- 
iftg  failed^  the  oMigAii^n  «eem?d  titm  to 
d<evd?^  up6tt  th«  eec<Hid%    ^h^  attachmeftt 
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the  lawless  r€gimeiit&>  who  had 
proved  themselves  the  scourge  and  tearor  of = 


which  even  the  lawless  rettiment8>  who  had  c  h  a  p. 


more  peaceful  scenes,  had  di^layed  to  their 

gallant  commander,  was  memorable :  ^t  hh 

beck   they  had  resorted   tx)   him   from  the 

standard  of  Du  Gue»cUn  5  thiey  had  followed 

him,  famished,  hopeless,  but  unrepioing,  in 

his   return  out   of  Spain ;    and    the  Black  -^ 

136s* 
Prince's  subjects  of  Aquitaine  having  com-* 

plained  of  the  depredations  to  which  their 
necessities  compelled  them,  they  at  his  eoai- 
mand  quitted  his  dominions,  unpaid,  an4 
withdrew  into  the  adjacent  provinces  of 
France  \  Edward  could  not  bear  that  ihiy 
should  be  thus  grievously  injured  by  the  ser- 
vices to  which  he  had  led  ikem^  and  by  tht 
failure  of  engagements  of  which  he  had  beeU 
the  surety. 

Jn  this  emergency  th^  bishop  of  Rodez^  Hearth 
chancellor  of  Aquitaine,  urged  the  prince  tQ 
impose  a  tax  upon  hi«  French  subjects,  ufader 
the  name  of  heartli^mOneyi  of  one  Uvre  ^ 


Fi>ois8jMrti  Gbap.ci^lr* 


money. 
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OH  A  T.  hearthi  which  it  was  computed  would  yiel4 
xxvm.  '  ^^  ^      ^ 

fc  an  annual  sum  of  one  million  two  hundred 

thousand  livres.  Chandos,  constable  of  the 
duchy,  the  most  virtuous  as  well  as  the  most 
gallant  of  the  soldiers  of  the  prince,  is  said 
to  have  opposed  this  advice ;  either  because 
he  thought  the  prosperity  pf  the   peaceful 

•  subject  a  matter  of  higher  consideration  than 

the  providing  for  these  bands  of  adventurers, 
or  that  he  foresaw  the  fatal  consequences  to 
which  this  policy  would  lead.     Tlie  prince 
however  persisted,  and  the  tax  was  solemnly 
proposed  to  the  states  of  the  diflferent  pro- 
vinces within  his  government  ^ 
'    Taxation  was  a  measure,  in  these  early 
times,  of  comparatively  rare  and  novel  prac- 
tice)    It  was  inconsistent  with  the  original 
and  genuine  spirit  of  the  feudal  system.  That 
system  suflSciently  provided  for  the  expences 
of  the  first  magistrate  by  his  "hereditary  der 
mesnes,  by  the  prescribed  contributions  an- 
nexed to  the  great  feudal  incidents,  and  by 


V  Frois^rt^  ubi  supra. 
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iKe  established  and  unremunerated  services  cnrKP, 

^       XXVIII. 

to  be  rendered   in  war  by   the  holders  6f     i  x     t 
knight's  fees  and  baronages.     In  proportion 
as  the  feudal  system  declined,  these  resources 
became  inadequate.    There  was  consequently 
a  crisis  in  government  in  Europe,  between 
the  destruction  of  the  feudal  provisions,  and 
the  rise  of  thfe  more  modern  method  of  taxa- 
tion.     The  recollection  of  this  will  sarve  as 
eclue  to  many  of  the  political  transactions  of 
the  fourteenth  and  following  centuries. 
.    The  proposition  of  the  hearth-money  was  DiBcouienw 

...  -   inAqui- 

variously  received  in  the  different  states  or  ^""c. 
parliaments  of  the    English    provinces    in 
France.     By  the  lower  classes  it  was  viewed 
as   an  insupportable  incumbrance.     Among 
the  lords  and  holders  of  feudal  estates  various- 
cabals  were  formed  against  it.    It  is  observed, 
that  in  the  districts  nearest  to  Bourdeaux,  the 
^eat  of  goveri^ment,  and  where  the  influence 
jof  the  popular  manners  of  the  Black  Prince 
was  most  sensibly  felt,  it  met  with  scarcely 
any  opposition ;  while  in  the  remoter  parts, 
where  there  was  less   opportunity    for   the 
grpiiyth  of  this  sentiment;  pf  personal  attach- 
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CHAP,  meftt.  and  where  therefore  the  infaabiunts  re* 
xxvin.      ,      '     ^ 

t  ,.         tainedwith  less  adulteration  the  genxiine  cha-^ 

rftctcr  of  Frenchmen,  it  was  ordinarily  jre* 

Secession  gairdcd  with  antipathy  and  abhorrence  \     In 

of  certain  ^  ^  ' 

^^^^  a  genenti  assembly  of  the  provinces  of  tha 
barons,  princc  s  govcmment  held  at  Nioit,  sevisral  o( 
the  lords  of  Gascony  rcinonstrated  forcibly 
against  the  measure,  and  at  len^h  withdrew 
in  discontent ;  their  principal  leaders  shcatly 
after  resorting  as  refugees  to  Paris,  to  the 
court  of"  Charles  V  "*• 

Various  causes,  as  always  happens  in  si- 
milar cases,  co-operated  to  swell  the  tide  of 
disaffection  which  now  manifested  itself 
against  the  English  government*  Howevet 
popular  were  the  manners  of  the  prince  of 
Walcs^  however  equitable  his  temper  and  ge-* 
nerous  his  sentiments,  he  found  it  impossible 
to  satisfy  all  in  a  nation  of  men  born  the  sub** 
jects  of  liis  natural  enemy.  Many  of  the  no-^ 
bles  were  suspicious ;  they  saw,  or  thought 
they  saw,  themselves  slighted,  and  others  prcj-^ 


^  Froiasart,  Chap4  ccxlvi.  *  Ditto,  Chap^  ccilifm 
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ferr^  before  them  i  and  thcj  began  to  cast  xxviu. 

,  looks  of  impatience  and  afFccti6n  toward  the  -— r— * 
young  monarch  of  the  realm  of  France,  the 
reputation  of  whose  government  became  every 

.  day  more  grave  and  imposing* 

It  is  extremely  probable  that  this' monajrch  Black  Pnnce 
had  secredy  from  the  first  fomented  these  dis-  by  charies 
contents  ;  it  is  certain  th^t  he  contemplated  ^wcr  the 

'  ^     *  complaints 

the  appearance  of  the  refugees  at  his  court  ^''  ''^^ 
with  tmdisguised  pleasure*  Meanwhile  he 
afiected  txx  extreme  reluctance  to  come  to 
0jrtremrties  with  his  ^*  dear  nephew/*  the 
prince  of  Wales^  attd  seemed  finally  to  be 
prevailed  upon  only  by  the  importunities  of 
the  malcontents  to  take  part  in  their  giriev'- 
ance6\  At  length  however*  in  January 
I  sOg^  he  dispatched  a  summons  to  the  Black  i369. 
Prince,  under  the  style  of  prince  of  Wales 
And  Aquitaine,  to  appear  before  him  as  his 
sovereign  lord,  to  answer  certain  complaints 
of  his  vassals  \ 

This  could  amount  to  nothing  less  than  a 


•  Froissartj  ubi  «upr4.  ^  Ditto,  Chap,  ccxlvii. 
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^^yj'^^  dtc\ax2itio][i  b{  wBT.  By  the  treaty  oF  Bretigni   , 
*  It  was  solemnly  stipulated  that  France  should 

renounce  for  ever  all  claim  of  sovereignty 
over  the   territories   ceded   to  the  English. 
Nothing  therefore  could  be  more  audacious 
and  unprmcipled,  when  tried  by  the  dictates 
of  molality,  than  the  proceeding  of  Charles 
V.     His  plea,  so  far  as  he  condescended  to 
colour  his  measures  with  the  technicalities  of 
justice,  appears  to  have  been  that,  though 
the  treaty  of  Bretigni  had  now  been  con- 
cluded more  than  eight  years,  the  stipulated 
renunciations  had  never  been  executed  ^  Yet 
this  circumstance  had  been  solely  caused  by 
his  artificial  delays.     Edward  III,  confident 
in  the  high  ^nd  merited  reputation  of  him- 
self and  his  son,  entertained  not  the  slightest 
suspicion  of  the  new  king  of  France,  and  did 
not  allow  himself  to  imagine  that  the  French 
monarchy  which  had  repeatedly  been  hum- 
bled at  his   feet,  would  ever  dare  willingly 
,to  unfurl  its  banners  against  him. 


^  Froiss^rt,  .Chap,  ccxlvit ' 
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Intelligence  of  the  hostile   and   instiltiilg  chap. 
proceedings  of  Charles  V.  beiAg  brought  to  ^-         ■« 
the  court  of  London,  Edward  III,  by  the     w«^. 
advice  of  his  parliament,  resumed  the  stile  of 
king  of  France,  and  began  vigorously  to  pre- 
pare for  war  \     He  saw  that  he  had  been 
deceived  in  relying  upon  the  terror  of  his 
arms  flowing  from  the  past,  and  that  he  must 
now  contend  afresh  for  the  monuments  of 
his  glory  and  the  acquisitions  of  his  prowess. 
Reasoning  perhaps  on  chivalrous  principles, 
he   disdained  to  measure  himself  with  the 
youthful  tenant  of  the   throne  of   France  y 
and,  while  he  appeared  copious  in  measures 
of  precaution  and  defence,  he  left  the  active 
direction  of  the  campaign  to  his  sons.  Charles 
V.  on  the  other  hand  had  nothing  of  the 
spirit  of  chivalry  :  he  contented  himself  with 
the  wisdom  of  the  cabinet,  and  never  once 
during  his  reign  appeared  at  the  head  of  his 
armies*     In  the  present  instance  he  threat- 
ened the  British  dominions  wnth  an  invasion, 


*  Rjmer,  Tomt  VI,  43  Edv,  3,  June  3. 
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CHAP,  and  obliged  Edward  IIL  to  adopt  wmtmcs, 
xxvin.  ,  • 

iu    of  prevention  on  tha  $ide  both  of  Scet^- 

^^^'   land  *  and  Ireland  ^ ;  at  the  san^e  time  that, 

havii^  gained  intelligence  of  the  defeaeeka^ 

state  of  the  English  pos&e6^ion9  in  Picardy, 

he  pushed  forward  a  strong  and  rapid  bodj  of 

troops,  and  seized  upon  Abbeville^  St»  Valori 

and  Crotoy,  before  Edward  IIL  eoutd  take 

the  proper  steps  for  their  relief  V 

^t^er       ^^  Un&ii  the  duke  of  Lancaster,  with  t 

5^*^^^' small   but  sdect  army,  sailed  firowi.  Dov^r, 

and  by  his  appearance  at  Calais,  put  an  eiul 

to  the  real  or  oet^isible  preparations  for  iPr 

vading  the  dominions  of  England.  The  duJp^ 

of  Burgundy,  brother  to  the  king  of  France^ 

and  intended  admiral  of  his  fleet,  marched 

from  Harfleur,  its  rendezvous,  to  watch  and 

counteract  the  motiona  of  the  English  general 

The  principal  companion  of  the  duke  of 

Lancaster  in  this  expedition  was  the  illuatrL- 

ous  sir  Walter  Manny,  one  of  the  original 


<  Frolssarty  Chap.  ccIiiL 

*  Dugdale,  Vol.  II,  art.  Fauoonbeig* 

^  Froissart,  Cbap.  cdii 
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lam  as  csaxjcesl  sst 

the  order  of  die  Gaarter^  and  a 
^lamt  and  most  distmgdbshed  coadj^ator  of" 


&i»d«ra  of  the  order  of  Ae  Gaartcr,  and  a  lg,>i  p- 


1  %&ii 

Bdirard   IIL    ioi^   aU    Itm  expedilaiosU    into 
ffaBce"^ 

i&a?e  wetre  di^Ia^y^  the  fiarst  symf^terae  cautbys 
cf  tbfi  Diulitary  system  of  Charks  V^  IncM-  the  French 
ibiresM:  to.  thie  brilliant  scenes  of  actual  seifvke 
kt  idhkk  he  tK)ok  ii(a  part,  he  fiixed  a.  scran 
aod  stedfast  eye  upon  cohsequences  and  re^ 
aiilte.  The  maxims  of  war  then  fashionafeie 
^w»e  caJcufeted  to  mcite  him  to  signalise  the 
fmt  campa^  of  his^  reign  by  some  ni«* 
iaora{>lie  SK^hievement.  The  French  army  is 
^d  by  sey^i  times  to  ha^^  outnumbered  the 
^c^  of  the  d&ke  of  Lancastw "" ;  and  there^ 
fere  fee  the  ardent  and-  enterprising  spirit  of 
a  young  man  k?  would  he^fe  appeared  as  if 
they  had  it  in  their  power  ta  trample  down 
acid  annihilate  the  English  by  a  single^  e&rt. 
Bft^  the  king  of  France  thought,  otherwise 
"He  remembered  the  discomfitures  of  Cressy 


Froissart,  Chap,  cclxvii,  cclxix, 
DittO;  Chap.  cci»^ 
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CHAP,  aiid  Poitiers  J  and  he  knew  that  the  present 

XXVI  IT 

.^^^  commander  of  the  enemy  burned  with  the 
most  painful  desire  to  plaee  his  name  upon  the 
same  scroll  with  those  of  his  father  and  his 
brother.  Charles  V*  saw  that  the  inhabitants 
of  Picardy  and  Aquitaine  earnestly,  desired 
to  return  under  the  sway  of  their  native  so- 
vereign ;  and  he  was  convinced  that  nothing 
could  tend  more  strongly  to  that  purpose^ 
than  his  carefully  providing  for  them  time 
and  opportunities  for  that  purpose,  and  wast- 
ing the  strength  of  the  adversary  in  inactive 
campalgiis.  Like  Fabius,  he  aimed  by  pro* 
crastination  and  delay  to  wiii  back  the  con*- 
quests  of  the  British  Hannibal*  Accordingly, 
his  peremptory  instructions  to  his  brother 
were,  by  no  consideration  to  be  drawn  into 
a  generaj  action  **.  The  English  and  French 
armies  therefore  faced  each  other  from  day 
to  day,  without  proceeding  any  further  thaa 
to  mutual  ostentation  and  menac6. 

Fable  of  ihc      Au  idle  and  ridiculous  story  is  here  intro-* 

,    monkish 

historian.  .  -^ 


*  Froissart,  ubi  supnu 
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duce4  W  th^  mony sh  historian,  which  Is  chap. 

XXVIU. 

entitled  to  be  notlce4>  ft$  affording  a  clue  to 


explain  many  8ub«^u^t  parts  of  th^  history. 
He  sfcatcB  that,  while  the  two  ^mm  thu« 
spent  their  time  in  inaction,  Thomas  Beau* 
champ  earl  of  Warwick,  with  a  $mall  num* 
ber  of  followers,  suddenly  came  over  from 
Eagland,  and  expre$$ed  great  indignation  zi 
the  dastardly  conduct  ©f  his  countrynien. 
He  said,  that  his  com{)anions  sfcjould  not  hava 
time  to  digpst  the  fifst  bread,  they  ate  in 
France,  before  they  gained  eome  signal  trophy 
fywi  the  opposite  party.  The  ytUant  earl 
however  was  disappointed.  The  Freneb 
anny  no  $wn»  heard  of  the  smiyaJ  of  this 
wondet'^orldjig  knight,  thatt  they  rtru<>k 
Iheir  tentf  with  i^nwiy,  ^nd  fled  with  the 
Irtaiost  pttectpitation ;  so  that,  wh^  the  new 
comer  went  out  aftftr  dinner  for  the  accow* 
piishment  of  his  prDmifie,  he  £o\ind  xiothin^ 
on  every  side  but  solitude  and  silence  ^. 
fieidom  has  the  history  of  any  eminent 


^  Wakingham^  ad  ann. 
VOL.  lU  A  A 
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xxviu  ^^^^^^^  ^^^^    mort  atrociously  misi'epre- 
'  sented  than  that  of  John  of  Gaunt;  and  ac- 

1369. 

cordingly  we  find  those  who  have  pretended 
to  record  it,  endeavouring  to  fasten  disgrace 
upon  it  in  the  first  page,  as  it  were,  of  the 
series.  We  shall  have  abundant  occasion  in 
the  sequel  to  detect  their  falshoods,  and  to 
expose  the  motives  in  which  they  originated^ 
^r"p*Jsn  The  Black  Prince  achieved  nothing  me- 
•°"'^  morable  in  this  campaign.  The  principal 
exertions  on  the  side  of  the  French  were 
directed  against  Aquitaine;  but  such  was 
the  vigilance  of  the  prince,  and  his  illustri* 
ous  coadjutor,  lord  Chandos,  that  they  gained 
no  substantial  success,  and,  notwithstanding 
the  advantage  in  point  of  time,  which  they 
derived  from  their  perfidy,  the  posture  of 
the  English  afi^irs  in  the  south  was  not  less 
favourable  at  the  close  of  the  campaign,  than 
it  had  been  before  the  commencement  of  the 
war. 
Death  erf         If  ^i^Q  ygjy.  \3Qq  was  marked  with  no  tro- 

quccn  Phi-  /  ^ 

^>P^  phies  of  great  military  success  against  us,  it 
was  not  Tiowever  undistinguished  by  do- 
mestic and  private  calanuties.  Qiieen  Philippa^. 
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^hdse  liierits   have  been  already  described,  c  h  a  p. 

A  JW  ▼  III. 

expired  on  the  fifteenth  of  August ''j   and=== 
Blanche,  the  consott  of  John  of  Gaunt,  to-  of  the 

duchess 

ward  the  close  of  the  year  ^     The  celebrated    ofLan- 

s  caster* 

Chandos,  the  most  illustrious  of  all  the  mili-  of  lord  ^ 
tary  subjects  of  Edward  III,  fell  obscurely  in       ^  '"' 
an  accidental  rencQunter  with  a  small  party 
of  French,  before  the  commencement  of  the 
ensuing  campaign  \ 


"^  Walsfcgham,  ad  anh.  ' 

^  Walsidgham*  Ygodigm^  Neustrias^  ad  aori. 

•  Froissartj  Chap,  cclxxvii. 


A  A  a 
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CHAP.  XXIX. 


CHAUCER'S  POKM  ENTiTLEO  ItlE  BOOK  OE  TKB 
D0ClffiSS.-4nS  MARRIA<>E. 


,  CHAP.  On  occasion  of  the  death  of  the  duchess 

■  Blanche,  Chaucer  produced  an  epicedium,  or 

Plan  of  the  funeral    poem,    entitled    the    Book  of  the 

poem. 

Duchess.  The  plan  of  this  poem  is  chiefly 
historical,  and  many  passages  of  it  have  al- 
ready been  inserted  in  our  narrative  of  the 
courtship  of  John  of  Gaunt  with  the  heiress 
ccyxand  ^^  Lancastcr.  It  is  however  given  in  the 
Alcyone,  f^j.^^^^  ^f  ^  visiou  ;  and  is  beautifully  prefaced 
with  a  recital  of  the  pathetic  tale  of  Ceyx 
and  Alcyone,  from  the  eleventh  book  of 
Ovid's  Metamorphoses,  which  Chaucer  feigns 
himself  to  have  read  immediately  before  he 
fell  aslfeepr  A  parallel  is  thus  silently  pro- 
duced between  the  untimely  fate  of  Ceyx 
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who  was  shipwrecked,  and  of  Blanche,  who  chap. 
died  in  the  flower  of  h?r  life,  being  und^ ; 


thirty  years  of  age  j  as  well  as  between  the  ^^^* 
exemplary  conjugal  affection  and  sorrow  of 
Alcyone^  and  the  anguish  excited  in  the 
breast  of  John  of  Gaunt  for  the  lo5S  of  his 
duchess. 

Having  perused  this  tale  of  the  RcMman  ^'^^ 
poet,  Chaucer  falls  asleep  ;  but,  though  sleqp- 
ing^  recollects  the  preceding  circumstances, 
and  considers  himself  as  in  bed.  Ht  dreams 
that  he  is  roused  from  his  slumbers  by  the 
blowing  of  a  horn,  the  trampling  of  horses* 
and  the  confused  voices  pf  men,  preparing 
for  a  gr^  hunlU  Chaucer  rises  to  join  in 
the  chace,  and  finds  that  it  i§  the  hwntiijg  of 
the  emperor  Octonyen,  or  Octavien*  the  hero 
of  one  of  the  romances  of  chivahy  %  The 
hunt  lasl^  a  long  time  :  it  being  pver^  Chau^ 
^cr  wanders  from  Ae  riest  of  the  company  j 
and,  foUowing"  a  whslp^  who  ^jqrnes  np  to 


*  Petcy  bfi  Ancient  Jifctdc^l  Rwiww, .  Nq.  1ft,  ^^pud 
Reli^wes,  VjoI.  III. 
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CHAP, 

XXIX. 

1369. 


him  unexpectedly,  and  fawnS  upon  him  with 
=  the  familiarity  of  an  old  acquaintance,  he  is 
led,  through  a  beautiful  valley,  enamelled 
with  flowers,  adorned  with  trees,  and  peo- 
pled with  all  kinds  of  gay  and  sportive  ani- 
mals, to  a  large  oak,  at  the  foot  of  which  is 
seated  a  knight,  of  noble  appearance,  clothed 
in  black,  and  seemingly  immersed  in  discon- 
solate and  melancholy  contemplations.  This 
knight  is  John  of  Gaunt.  In  a  little  while, 
though  Chaucer  represents  himself  as  wholly 
a  stranger  to  the  knight,  they  enter  into  con- 
versation. That  they  have  nO  previous  ac-i 
quaintance,  is  apparently  feigned,  that  the 
illustrious  mourner  may  with  the  greater  pro- 
bability and  propriety  enter  into  the  history 
of  his  sorrows. 
Affliction  Chaucer  dwells  emphatically  and  elabo- 
Gaunt.  rately  upon  the  depth  of  his  friend's  suflfer- 
ings  and  anguish.  While  as  yet  he  had  only 
remarked  him  unobserved,  Chaucer  exclaims^ 

It  was  grete  wonder  that  nature 

Might  sufFre  any  creature 

To  have  soche  sorow',  and  he  not  ded. 

ver.  467^ 
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And  Gaunt^  venting  his  anguish  in  soliloquy,  chap. 
is  made  to  say, 

Alas,  o  dpthe  !  what  eyleth  the, 
That  thou  ^  n'oldest  have  taken  me. 
Whan  that  thou  toke  my  lady  swete  ?    , 

ver.  481. 

When  he  had  uttered  his  complaint,  his  spirits 
seemed  suddenly  to  fail  him,  and  his  blood 
retreated  to  his  heart ; 

and  that  made  al 
His  hew6  chaurige,  and  ^  wexen  grenc 
And  pale. 

ver.  496. 

Chaucer  accosts,  and  expresses  a  wish  to  con- 
sole, him ;  for  which  the  knight  courteously 
thanks  the  poet,  but  adds, 

No  man  ne  may  my  sorowe  glade. 
That  mak'th  my  hewe  to  fal  and  fade, 
And  hath  myh  understanding  ^  lorne. 
That  me  is  wo,  that  I  was  borne* 


wouldest  not,     .     *  wax.  *  lost,  destroy^. 
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c  H  A  ?.      Me^s  wo,  that  I  live  hour<^  twelve ! 

^^^^'       And  who  so  wol  as^aye  him  splve, 
J 369-        Whether  his  hert'can  have  pit 6 
Of  any  sorowe',  let  him  se  me ; 
I  wretc^ie,  that  dethe  hath  made  al  nake4 
Of  al  the  blisse  that  ^  er  was  maked  j 
I  wretche,  the  werst6  of  al  wightes, 
That  hate  my  day 6s,  and  my  nightes  | 
My  lyfe,  my  ^last^s,  he  iiiy  ^lothe : 
•     ••••«     ••••f« 
And  this  is  j5aine  without  en  ^  rede, 
Alway  dyinge,  and  be  not  dede ; 
That  Sisyphus  that  lyeth  in  hel 
JsTe  may  not  of  more  sorowe  teL 

^yer.  563^ 

After  many  exclamations  of  this  fjiscpn-p 
solate  nature,  the  hero  at  length  grows  mor^ 
composed,  and,  to  gratify  the  curiosity  of 
the  poet,  emers  into  the  history  of  his  loves. 
He  describes  the  person  and  accomplishmentSt 
of  Blanche,  the  coyness  and  modesty  with 
which  she  received  his  courtship,  her  $Io\f? 


.•  even  •'  wishes.  •  aversion. 

^  *  uncertwirtj,  doubt. 
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and  timorous  consent,  and  the  happy  ntiptials  c  h  a  i?. 

iS6a 


with  which  his  wishes  wete  ultimately  crown- 


ed. He  expatiates  with  enthusiasm  upon  the 
felicity  of  his  marriage  state.  Many  of  these 
passages  have  been  already  quoted^  Th^ 
poem  then  draws  to  a  conclusion. 

Sir,  "^  quod  I,  and  where  is  she  now  ? 

Now,  *  quod  he,  and  ^  ystinte  anone, 
Therwith  he  woxe  as  dedde  as  stone. 
And  saied,  Alas,  that  I  was  bore  ! 
That  was  the  losse,  that  here  before 
I  told6  the  that  I  hadde  lorne. 
Bethinke  the  how  I  saied  beforne, 
*'  Thou  ^  woste  full  Irtel  what  thou  mencst. 
For  I  have  loste  more  then  thou  wenest.** 
Gi)d  wot,  alas  !  right  that  was  She ! 

Alas,  sir,  how  ?  what  maic  that  be  r— 
3he  is  dedde !-?— Naie  !-^Yes,  by  my  trouthe. — 
Js  that  your  losse?  By  God,  ^tis  "^routhe! 

ver.  IS^d. 

^t  this  moment  the  party  of  hunters  retmns  j 


*  fluoth,  saith.  ^  stinted,  ceasedi^ 

*  knewest,  "  pity,  < 
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c^^AP.  and   **  thi«  kyng,^*   as  Chaucer  now  styles 
:  him,  mounting  his  horse,  rides  homeward. 


XXIX. 

1369. 


Unto  a  place  was  there  beside, 
Whichc  that  was  from  us  but  a  "  lite, 
A  long  castell,  with  wall6s  white, 
On  a  riche  hill.'''-— ^ 

ver.  1316. 

i>efcctsof        There  are  several  passages  in  this  poem 

the  poem. 

Upon  the  death  of  the  duchess,  which  mark 
in  no  common  degree  the  crudeness  qf  taste 
of  the  times  in  which  Chaucer  wrote.  It  is 
scarcely  worth  while  again,  as  we  did  in 
examining  the  Trpilus  and  Creseide,  to  quote 
single  lines  which  are  trite,  vulgar  and  im- 
potent ;  such  as  where  Chaucer  makes  his 
hero  say,  exclaiming  upon  fortune, 

for  she  is  nothing  stably, 
Nowe  by  the  fyre,  nowe  at  the  table* 

ver.  645. 

The  present  poem  has  much  more  consider- 
able deformities.     Nothing  can  be  in  a  poorer 


little. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQiC 


LIFE  OF  CHAUCER.  86S 

or  more  contemptible  taste,  than  where  the  chap. 

XXIX. 

autholr,  after  having  w6rked  up  the  imagin*  ^ 
ation  of  his  readers  with  a  picture  of  the  ^ 
inconsolable  distress  of  the  knight,  goes  on 
to  make  him  describe  his  mischance  under 
the  allegory  of  having  played  at  chess  with 
fortune,  and  having  lost  the  game.  It  may 
however  be  a  still  more  intolerable  absxu'dity, 
that  his  hero  proceeds  to  excuse  the  con- 
queror, alleging, 

And  eke  she  is  the  °  lasse  to  blame, 
My  selfe  I  wolde  have  do  the  same, 
Before  God,  had  I  ben  as  she. 


Tor  al  so  wise  God  give  me  reste, 
I  dare  wel  swere  she  toke  the  beste. 

ver.  675. 

In  answer  to  all  this,  Chaucer  frigidly  under- 
jtakes  to  console  hiiji  by  the  examples  of 
JVIede^,  Phyllis  and  Dido,  from  Ovid's  Epis- 
tles* These  Udies,  he  observes,  destroyed 
themselves,  and  are  justly  censured  for  their 


*}es8« 
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CHAP,  desperation.    They  indeed  were  driven  upon 

XXIX. 

I their  fate  by  the  perfidious  inconstancy  of 

^^'    the  men  they  adored : 

But  there  is  no  man  alive  here 
Wolde  for  ^  ther  feres  make  this  wo. 

ver.  740, 

It  is  in  a  similar  style  of  insufferable  trifling 
that,  further  on  in  the  poem,  where  John  of 
Gaunt  is  introduced  speaking  of  the  versea 
he  wrote  in  praise  of  his  mistress,  Chaucer 
makes  him  digress  into  an  impertinent  dis- 
cussion whether  Pythagoras,  or  Jubal  the  son 
of  Lamech,  were  the  first  discoverer  of  the 
art  of  music :  and  this  in  a-  discourse,  de- 
livered  on  an  occasion  of  the  utmost  diptMss, 
interrupted  with  groans,  and  accompanied 
with  all  the  tokens  of  the  deepest  affliction. 

Such  are  some  of  th?  faults  of  Chaucer-s 
epicecjium.  We  hfive  already  had  occasion 
to  quote  from  it  many  passagies  of  exquisite 
beauty,  and  shall  presently  ratroduce  anoliier, 


^  his  companion;  his  partner. 
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t^hich  cannot  fail  to  afford  uncommon  plea-  ^^^^„^' 

sure  to  every  reader  of -taste.  "^''" ^'"^ 

But  perhaps  the  principal  value  of  th€  Book  illustration 
cf  the  Duchess,  is  to  be  found  in  the  firfi.t    this  poem 

affords  to 

•which  it  is  calculated  to  afford  to  the  history    ^hehis- 

^  ^        tory  of 

of  its  author.  Some  uncertainty  has  been  chau^cr. 
endeavoured  to  be  thrown  by  Mr.  Tyrwhit 
upon  the  question,  whether  the  Parliament  of 
Birds  and  the  Dream  of  Chaucer  are  to  be 
interpreted  as  alluding  to  the  courtship  and 
marriage  of  his  illustrious  patron.  But  no  certaiiay 
rea:8ona!ble  doulbit    can   be  formed   that  the    eccasion 

ofthe 

Book  of  the  Duchess  relates  to  the  untimely  <*«*  ^ 
deathf  of  the  heiress  of  Lancasto",  Lydgatc  ^^^ 
iiifbrins  us  that  Chaucer  wrote  *^* 

the  dedie  of  ©launch^  tie  duchease  ^• 

Chaucer^  in  the  enumeration  of  his  wwks  in 
the  Legend  of  Good  Women  \  uses  precisely 
tlie  same  words  as  Lydgate.  And,  in  the 
body  of  this  egpicedimn^  as  if  on  purpose  to 
defeat  the  groundless  scepticism   of   those 

^  Fall  Qf  Princes,  Piologiie^  stanaa  44.  '  yerse  41  a. 
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CHAP,  critics  who  appea[r  to   doubt  only  for  tlid 

■rr  pleasure  of  taking  from  us  all  the  materials 

of  historical  knowledge^  he  has  introduced 

an  unequivocal  allusion  tcf  the  name  of  Ihs 

heroine. 

And  FAiRE  WHITE  was  she  'hete, 
'    That  was  my  ladies  nam^  right ; 
And  she  was  therto  faire  and  bright, 
She  ne  had  not  her  nam6  wronge.  , 

ver.  94^. 

connocdon  Now  it  fortunatcly  happens  that  these 
piece  with  three  poems  constitute  a  complete  series  j 
mem  of    aud,  thc  application  of  one  of  them,  being 

Buds,  and  '  ^^    -  ^  .  O 

vith  the    established,  that  of  the  rest ,  follows  to  the 

poem  en-  ... 

chluc  r*    ^^^^^^  satisfaction  of  every  reasonable  mind, 
dream.     fj-Q^^  ^^  Striking  coincideuce  of  two  inde- 
pendent  details;    the    first   relative    to    the 
courtship  of  John  of  Gaunt,^  ahd  the  second 
belonging  to  the  private  history  of  the  t>oet. 
proved  from      lu  the  Parliament  of  Birds  the  female  eagle 

the  history  ^       ^  ^    ^  •  . 

of  the      is  made  to  defer  her  decision  upon  the  preten- 

Courtship  of 

John  of     sions  of  her  three  admirers  for  a  year: 

Gaunt.  ' 


*  higbt^  caU«(k 
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Almighty  quene,  unto  this  ycre  be  done,  c  w  a  p. 

I  ask  respite,  for  to  avisen  me :  -^    u,.  ' , 

-   .         ver.  6^7.  ^^ 


V- 


on  vrhich  Nature  addresses  herself  to  the 
lovers, 

*  Bethe  of  gode  herte,  and  serveth  all6  thre ; 
A  yere  is  not  so  longe  for  to  endure ; 
And  eche  of  you  "  paine  him  in  his  degrc 
For  to  do  wel.— — 

ver.  660. 

Precisely  the  same,  circumstance  occurs  in  the 
direct  and  acknowledged  l^istory  of  the  court- 
ship of  John  of  Gaunt  and  the  heiress  of 
Lancaster,  which  is  given  in  the  Bqpk  of  the 
Duchess.     Gaunt  is  himself  the  relater. 

And  whan  I  had  my  tale  ^  ydo, 

God  wote  sh'  acompted  not  a  ^  stre 

Of  al  my  tale,  so  though  ten  me:  : 

To  tel  shortly,  right  as  it  is, 

Trewly  her  answere  it  was  this,— ^ 


Be.  '  exert.  '  done,  finished, 

y  straw. 
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c  ft  A**.      I  can  not  now  wel  countrefete 

,      .--^      Her  word^s,  but  this  wa«  the  *  gretc 
1^69*        Of  her  answere  :— she  sai^d,  Nay, 
Al  utterly.—^ 

ver.  1236. 

So  it  befell^  an  other  yere 
I  thought^  Qn^»,  I  wonlden  foode 
To  ^  doe  her  k'nowe  and  luiderstonde 
My  wo ;  and  she  Veil  undei*stode 
That  I  ne  ""wilned  thyng  fe«t  gode 
And  \^orship,  and  to  kepe  her  name 
Over  all  thynges,  and  drede  her  shame. 


.   S>Q  wlKfi  «iy  ladie  knewe  all  thia^ 
*:  .]\/y  ladie  **yave  me  aJl  whoilie 

rer.  1258, 
from  the         The  coincidence  of  the  three  poems,  so  faf 

particulars  "* 

»^*^J»«ed  b  ^  as  relates  *  to  the  personal  hi&tory  of  the  ^u- 

cSf  ^^^'  ^^  ^^^^^  ^^^^  striking.  In  th^  Parlia- 
ment of  Birds  Chaucer  iijifonns  us^  as  he 
had  already  repeatedly  done  in  the  Troilus 


'  gr^ttsvani  •  once.  *  cftus< 

•  willed  not*  *  gave.         *         *  gifU 
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and  Creseide,  that  he  was  yet  a  straiig^i'  to  chap. 
the  passion  of  love* 


1369* 


For  all  be  that  I  knowe  not  love  indede, 
Ne  wot  how  that  he  quiteth  folke  her  hire^ 
Yet  happeth  me  ful  ofte  in  bok6s  rede 
Of  his  miracles* 

Ver.  1 

In  the  poem  entitled  Chaucer's  Dream  (wkich 
I  suppose  to  have  been  written  twelve  months 
later,  when  John  of  Gaunt  had  completed 
his  year  of  probation/  and  was  now  united 
to  his  duchess),  the  poet  is  in  love  in  all  the 
forms.  His  nights  are  sleepless,  and  he  wets 
his  pillow  with  his  tears :  and,  in  the  con- 
clusion of  the  poem,  we  find  him  dreaming 
that  his  lady  is  prevailed  upon  by  the  impor- 
tunity of  the  knight  and  princess,  and  cdn- 
sents  to  his  Suit.  He  awakes  however,  and 
l-egrets  that  it  ife  but  a  delusioui 

Lo,  here  my  blisse !  lo,  lierfe  my  Jyalne ! 
Which  to  my  ladie  I  complaine, 
And  grace  and  mercy  her  requercy 

i  •  •  •  •  ^     -      •      .      •  ^  •  ¥  ; 

VOL.  li*  B  B 
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CHAP.      That"  of  n\y  drem^  the  substaunce 

XXIX.  • 

^n.  Might  turnen  once  to  cognisaiance* 

13^  ver.  2183. 


In  the  Book  of  tlte  Duchess  Chaucer  is  still 
a  lover,  and  his  love  is  still  unrequitecL  This 
appears  from  the  uncommonly  beautiful 
verses  which  constitute  the  exordium  of  the 
poem. 

i  have  grate  wonder  by  this  light 
Itlcfwt  that  I  lyve,  for  daye  ne  night 
1  maye  not  slepen  *  welny  nought, 
1  h^ve  so  many  an  ydle  thought, 
Punelyforthed^aute  of  slepe, 
That  by  my  troutlil  take  no  *kep^ 
'Of  »6l?hii\g,  howe  it  com'th  or  gotlie, 
^Ne  me  n'yis  nothing  lefe  nor  Jothe; 
'Al  is  *'ilioh6  :gode  to  me, 
Joye  or  sorowe,  where  so  it  be. 
For  I  have  felinge  in  nothing, 
But  as  it  were  a  ^  mased  thing. 


f 


well  nigh.        '•  n6tice,  observation.        *  Nor  am  I  either 
glad  or  sorrowful  '  alike.  ^  bewildered* 
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Al  day  in  poiate  to  fall  adoun,  cha?. 


For  sorowful  imaginacioun 

Is  alway  wholy  in  my  minde.  ^* 

And  well  ye  wote  that  againste  ^  kiAde 
It  were  to  liven  in  this  wise ; 
For  nature  ne  wolde  not  sufRse 
Unto  none  ertliy  creature 
Not  long6  tym6  to  endure 
.  Withouten  slepe,  and  be  in  sorowe ; 
And  I  ne  may  ne  night  ne  morowe 
Slepen.— — 

Defaute  of  slepe  and  hevinesse 
Hath  slaine  my  spirite  of  ijuickness^ 
That  I  have  lost  al  lustihed, 
Soche  fantasies  ben  in  my  hed. 

He  then  goes  on  to  assign  a  precise  date  ^^: 
to  hi&  malady.  chaucer. 

I  holde  it  be  a  sik^nesse 

That  I  have  suflfred  this  eyght  yere  j 

And  yet  my  "bote  is  ner  the  nere; 


'  nature*  ■  advantage,  remedy* 

B  B^ 
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CHAP.      For  there  is  phisicien  but  one 

'   XXIX 

'       That  may  me  hele. 
1369.  Ver.Sff. 


The  duchess  Blanchte  indeed  lived  full  teii 
years  the  wife  of  John  of  Gaunt;  and  so 
long,  comparing  the  passages  ab6ve  quoted 
»  from  the  Dream  with  the  language  of  the 
Book  of  the  Duchess,  Chaucer  appears  to 
have  been  the  unsuccessful  lover  of  the  lady 
to  whom  he  professes  himself  attached.  How 
he  came  to  call  this  period  eight  years,  is  more 
than  I  can  pretend  to  explain ;  but  Chaucer 
appears  to  have  been  a  negligent  chronologistj 
another  example  of  which  we  have  in  this 
poem,  where  he  describes  John  of  Gaunt  as 
twenty-four  years  old ",  at  a  time  when  we 
well  know  that  he  was  within  three  month* 
of  completing  the  thirtieth  year  of  his  age. 
The  circumstance  however,  whether  of  a  ten 
or  an  eight  years  courtship,  is  so  singular  an 
occurrence,  as  may  well  enable  us  to  get  over 


"  See  Vol.  I,  Chap.  XX,  p.  423. 
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this  slight  difference,  and  may  forcibly  im-  ^^^f^T' 
press  upon  our  minds  the  internal  and  his- ' 
torical  connection  between  th?  two  poems, 
of  Chaucer's  Dream  and  the  Book  of  the 
Duchess, 

From  the  tenour  of  the  poem  entitled  the  ch^uccr 

no;  yrt 

Book  of  the  Duchess  I  think  we  may  con-  «^arritf4. 
elude  with  certainty  that  Chaucer  was  un* 
married  when  he  wrote  it,  and  with  prdba^ 
bility  that  he  finally  married  the  l^dy  to  whom 
he  so  perseveriagly  paid  his  addresses.  The 
wife  of  Chaucer  was  a  woman  of  no  mean 
birth,  and  her  connections  were  of  the  highest 
class.  Her  sister  was  attached  to  the  person 
of  the  duchess  Blanche,  and  afterward  be-» 
came  the  governess  to  her  daughters.  If  then 
we  could  conceive  so  ill  of  Chaucer's  temper 
and  disposition  (in  defiance  of  the  striking 
evidence  afforded  us  by  his  writings)  as  to 
believe  that  he  would  insult  a*  virtuous  and 
respectable  woman,  living  under  his  roof,  and 
confided  by  the  laws  of  all  civilised  society 
to  his  guardianship  and  protection,  by  ad- 
dressing, through  the  medium  of  publication, 
§uch  love- verses  ^?  hayQ- t>een  ^bov^  recited, 
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CHAP,  tar  another:   we  cannot  however  persuade 

XXIX. 

.r  ourselves  that  any  but  a  madman  would  so 

1369 

directly  and  grossly  afiiront  the  great  person- 
ages who  were  continually  bestowing  upon 
)iim  the  marks  of  their  favour. 
^  Another  independent  circumstance  comes 
strikingly  in  corrobdration  of  this  hypothesis 
of  the  late  period  of  Chaucer's  marriage.  The 
queen  died  only  two  or  three  months  before 
the  duchess  Blanche ;  atid  on  the  twentieth 
of  January  1370  the  king  granted,  by  letters 
patent,  pensions  to  her  dotnicellay  or  maids  of 
honour,  in  three  classes  j  to  fotjr  a  pension 
of  ten  marks  per  annum  respectively,  to  three 
a  pension  of  one  hundred  shillings,  and  to 
two  a  pension  of  five  marks  ^  In  the  second 
class  is  the  name  of  Philippa  Pycard,  who 
was  unquestionably  the  wife  of  Chaucer. 
From  official  records  it  appears  that  the 
Christian  name  of  Chaucer's  wife  was  Phi- 
lippa, that  she  had  been  domicella  to  the  queen 
oi  Edward  III,  and  that  after  the  queen's  death 
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sh^  continued  to  t^cseive  a  penw)n  on  that  ac»  c  h  a  p. 

xxixl 
count?:  and  the  circumatance  of  her > father i         'j 

and  elder  sister  bearing  the  surname  of  Rouet 
caq  scarcely  be  considered  as  an  objection  j 
as  it  was  common,  even  down  to  the  latest 
period  of  the  French  monarchy,  for  persons 
of  distinction  to  bear  two  surnames,  one  of 
filiation  and  another  the  name  of  their  prin- 
cipal estate,  in  consequence  of  which  brothers 
or  sisters  of  the  same  family  often  exhibited 
in  their  ordinary  signatures  no  token  of  rela-j 
tionship.  From  the  evidenfce  here  produced, 
it  is  probable  that  the  name  of  Chaucer's 
father-in-law,  written  at  length,  was  Le  Che-* 
valier  Payne  Pycard  de  Rouet.  We  find  there- 
fore, firom  the  undoubted  testimony  of  the 
style  of  the  grant  to  Chaucer's  wife,  that  he 
was  not  married  at  this  time. 

The  circumstances  here  recited  may  fiir-  R«sons  of 

'  the  lady 

ther  show  us  what  were  the  motives  which    ^^'  <i<^^«'^- 

nng  his 

SO  long  delayed  the  accomplishment  of  Chau*    '"^^ 
cer's  wishes.     The  lady  who  was  honoured 


^  Appeodixi  Na. 
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CHAP,  with  his  addresses  may  be  presumed  not  to 

XXIX 


have  been  entirely  indifferent  to  his  person, 
1309.    jjjg  character,  or  accomplishments*     But  she 
pould  not  resolve  to  quit  the  service  of  her 
royal  mistress.     This  seems  to  be  highly  ho- 
nourable to  the  queen^    Chaucer  however  no 
doiibt  still  promised  himself,  that  he  should 
be  able  to  induce  her  to  surmount  this  scruple 
of  delicacy;  especially  as  his  addresses  are 
said  ^  (and  he  has  insinuated  as  much  in  the 
poem  of  the  Dream)  to  have  been  counte- 
nanced by  the  duke  and  duchess  of  Lancas- 
ter, and  perhaps  by  the  queen  herself.     The 
lady  however,   though  mild  (it  may  be,  a 
little  encouraging)  in  her  refusals,  still  con- 
^  trived  to  elude  the  conclusion  of  his  suit.    At 

Hisil^*  length,  the  main  topic  of  her  objections  hav- 
^**^  ing  been  removed  by  the  lamented  death  of 
the  queen,  we  may  naturally  infer  that  their 
nuptials  were  celebrated  as  soon  as  the  ge-r 
neral  laws  of  decorum  and  the  ideas  of  fe- 
jnale  delicacy  would  allow :  and  we  shall  see 


^  Speght,  Axgameni  to  Qhaucer'f  Drefip, 
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reason  hereafter  to. believe,  that  Chaucer's  chap. 

xxix* 
marriage  could  not  have;  taken;  place  later; 


than  th^  year  1 370.  ^^^^' 

The  circumstance  of  so  long  a  courtship  Coincid. 
m^y  lie  received  as  an  undoubted  evidence    circum- 

^  stuncet  ill 

of  it  steady,  enthusiastic    and    undebauched    ^"f^^^ 

■'  '  of  Chau- 

temper  of  mind.     Spenser  has  left  us  one    f^^^^ 
hundred  sonnets  addressed  to  the  lady  whom 
he  afterward  married,  descriptive  of  all  the 
fluctuations  of  a  protracted  courtship.    There 
is  also  another  singular  coincidence  in  this 
point:  Spenser  and  ^Chaucer  seem  both  to  . 
have  married  about  the  same  period  of  life  j 
the  age  of  forty-two.     They  were  however 
very  different  in  the  stamp  of  their  minds. 
Though  Spenser  equal  in  powers  6f  descrip- 
tion any  poet  that  ever  existed,  though  his 
genius  be  resplendent  and  his  language  and 
bis  thoughts  exquisitely  beautiful,  yet  there 
is  a  sickliness  and  effeminacy  in  the  character 
of  his  poetry,  which  makes  us  rather  tender 
him  as  a  sort  of  aerial  creature,  than  honour 
him  as  a  man.     Chaucer's  poetry  is  cast  in  a 
very  different  mould.     In  Spenser's  particu- 
lar excellences  Chaucer  is  by  no  means  his 
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^xxncr*  ^^     ^ut  the  verses  of  our  elder  poet  have 
"      '      no  want  of  vigour  and  manliness  j  and  in  al- 
most every  one  of  his  productions  we  recog- 
nise the  elasticity  of  his  spirit,  and  the  health- 
ful temper  of  his  souL     If  therefore  he  was 
a  ten  years  suites:,  we  may  be  well  assured 
that  this  circumstance  was  in  him  no  indica- 
tion of  a  whining  and  feeble  temper,  defec- 
tive in  discrimination,  o^  nerveless  and  im- 
potent to  resolve. 
considcra.       The  marriage  of  Chaucer  may  be  regarded 
which      as  one  of  the  first  dem<m8trative  evidences 

Chaucer  ^ 

hdd"iir  occurring  in  his  history,  of  the  important 
lustiatcd.  light  in  which  he  was  viewed  by  his  con- 
temporaries. We  might  reasonably  indeed 
-  presume  this,  from  the  known  deference  and 
honour  with  which  poets  of  merit  and  geftiu* 
were  regarded  in  this  early  period  6f  mo- 
dern Europe.  His  pension  however,  gratited 
in  the  year  1367,  was  not  considerable;  and 
may  be  conceived  as  of  nearly  the  same  value 
jis  .the  pensions  granted  to  poets  in  more 
recent  examples,  by  jfl-inces  who  certainly 
had  no  desire  to  make  them  their  associates 
and  their  equals,  and  in  times  which  could 
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engender  the  sentiment  that  it  would  be  an  chap. 
enormous  breach  of  decorum  to  inter  a  man  ■  j 

distinguished  only  by  his  merit  as  a  player 
[Garrick],  among  prrinces  and  statesmen,  but 
(hat  the  honour  has  nothing  in  it  to  astonish 
us  when  we  find  that  his  tomb  is  only  placed 
by  the  side  of  those  of  Shakespear  and 
Milton'. 

The  marriage  of  Ctiauqer  fiiUy  ascertains 
the  rank  in  which  he  was  placed.  His  wife 
was  the  daughter  of  a  knight,  and  a  man 
filling  what  was  in  those  days  regarded  as  a 
very  distinguished  office.  Her  own  situation 
about  the  queen  was  one,  which  we  now  find 
reserved  for  ladies  of  honoturable  birth.  Her 
sister  was  placed  in  a  similar  office  about  the 
pearson  of  the  duchess  Blanche  ;  and  we  may 
conclude,  from  the  sequel  of  her  history,  as 
well  as  from  the  superintendence  which  was 
committed  to  her  over  the.  femalg  offspring  of 
this  distinguished  personage,   that   she  was 


'  This  sentiment  is  to  be  found  in  a  volume  entitled  LeUres 
sur  l'jingleterre,pdr  M.  FMc,  8vo,  1802. 
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CHAP,  foremost  in  tlie  possession  of  the  confidence 

XXIX.  ^ 

'  of  the  duchess.  We  have  seen.  In  examin- 
ing the  poem  entitled  Ch^ueer's  Dream,  in 
what  terms  he  speaks  of  the  attention  and  de- 
ference yielded  to  his  wife  by  the  duke  and 
duchess  of  Laricastert  It  was  hy  this  mar-^ 
riage,  as  will  hereafter  appear,  that  our  poet 
became  the  progenitor  of  the  earl  of  Lincoln, 
declared  by  Richard  III.  presumptive  heir  to 
the  crown  of  England  ;  while  the  sister  of 
Chaucer's  wife  was  the  ancestress  of  those 
who  have  now  for  more  than  three  centuries 
been  in  actual  possession  of  it.        . 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


LIFE  OF  CHAUCER.  38 1 


CHAP.  XXX. 


LAST  CAMPAIGN  OF  THE  BLACK  PRINCE.-^OT^- 
DUCT  OF  THE  DUKfi  OF  LANCASTER.— CHAUCEk 
SENT  UPON  A  SPECIAL  MISSION* 


1  HE  transactions  of  the  campaign  of  1370^^^x5* 
began  with  a  memorable  proceeding,  which,  ^^  ■' 
while  it  ought  to  have  revolted  the  hearts  of  Aquiuine 

"  escheated 

mankind   against   Chatles  V,  tended,   by  a    ^l^l^ 
singular    inconsidteiicy  characteristic  of  the    1^^^^^ 
human  miiid,  essentially  to  serve  his  cause.    ^"^' 
His  first  open  step  in  the  jproseeution  of  the 
v^rar  was,  as  we  have  seen,  to  sUmtnbn  the 
Black  Prince  to  answer  before  him,  as  his 
lawful  superior,  the  complaints  atid  allega- 
tions of  the  malcontent  lords  of  Aquitaine. 
This  summons  was  received,  as  he  expected, 
with  indignation  and  contempt.     A  citation 
of  this  sort  seemed  calculated  to  lead  to  a  so- 
lemn and  open  trial,  or  rather  to  the  mockery 
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^xxx^'  ^^  ^  *^^*     Charles  however  was  not  of  a 
temper  to  wait  the  dilatory  steps  of  a  legal 
process.     He  saw  his  advantage  for  taking 
possession  of  the  English  provinces  in  the 
north  of  JFrance  In  their  unprovided  condi- 
tion;   and,  with   that   contempt   of  justice 
which  marked  all  his  proceedings,  immedi- 
ately seized  it.    He  at  the  «ame  time  mar<:hed 
a  considerable  army  against  the  frontiers  of 
Aquitaine.     But  these  military  measures  did 
not  suspend^  the  prosecution  of  die  other  part 
of  his  plan.     He  knew  how  to  unite  the  ' 
cold  and  tedious  formalities  of  justice  with 
all  the  violence  and  rapacity  of  plunder.     He 
brought  the  cause  to  a  public  hearing  'befcwre 
the  chamfeer  of  peers  in  Paris,  and  in  the  be^- 
girining  of  the  year  13  7-0  caused  a  sentpncse 
to  be  pronounced,  declaring  the  Black  Prince 
to  have  forfeited  his  rights  in  the  duchy  of 
Aquitame,  and  confiscating  all  the  Englisli 
possessions  in   france   to  the  use  pf  this 


crown  *. 


'  Ditchesne,  Htstoire  d*Angletem  ad  smi.  Kenaull  Abrig^t 
Chtwohf^cfue,  ad  aim* 
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A  sentence tif  this  sortj;  had  all  the  inh»-  chap. 

XXX-  ' 

^hail^  of  Aquitaine  been  well  affected  and : 
loyal,  would  have  united  them  as  one  man  in 
resentment  of  so  atrocious  an  insult  But 
Charles^  in  the  dark  and  insidious  concep- 
tions of  his  ccafty  spirit,  had  well  known, 
how  to  time  his  affiront.  The  hearth-money 
had  first  given  the  signal  of  discontent  in 
Aquitaine.  Many  of  the  feudatory  lords  of 
that  province,  before  the  commencement  of 
hostilities,  had  retired  to  the  court  of  France. 
Charles  was  subtle  and  indefatigable  in  his 
endeavours  to  corrupt  the  rest.  Repeated  in- 
stances of  treachery  and  rebellion  had  drivea 
the  Black  Prince  and  his  ministers  to  some 
jneasures  of  legal  severity  and  retributory 
justice**.  This,  in  the  spirit  of  disaffectioa 
which  had  been  artfully  prcrpagated  against 
him,  did  but  increase  the  evil.  It  was  at 
tjiat  moment  that  his  adversary  issued  his 


^  Froissart,  Vol.  11^  Chap.  i.  The  historian  refeii  these 
s^cts  cf  seventy  to  the  year  a375  j  but  what  is  related  by  hitn^ 
Vol.  I)  Chap,  cdxxviii^  makes  this  the  more  probable  dat^• 
fjee  Barnes,  Book  IV,  Chap,  vii,  J,  2^ 
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^^xxT'  xletrfee  df  forfeitiir^agsunst  him,  and  the  fion-* 
5s======  sequences  which  resulted  were  in  some  de- 
gree what  that  adversary  had  foreseen  and 
desiredi     The  malcontents,  who  wanted  but 
a  pretext  to  colour  their  revolt,  alleged  that 
they  could  no  longer  in  duty  adhere  to  th* 
English  standard,  but  were  obliged  to  Submit 
to  the  sovereign  lord  of  all  France,  who  had 
been  compelled  by  imperious  necessity  to  sign 
an  aet  of  alienation,  which  he  had  no  power 
to  execute, 
invaded  by       The  seuteuce  of  confiscation  being  thusi 
araiiei.     issued,  Charlcs  V.   dispatched  two  consider- 
able armies  under  his  brothers,  the  dukes  of 
Anjou  and  Berry,  to  enter  Aquitaine  in  op- 
posite directions  \     The  Black  Prince  how- 
ever appears  to  have  taken  his  measures  sO 
well,  that  they  were  not  able  id  make  any 
considerable  impression  upon  his  garrisons. 
Kewiit  of    '^^^  principal  exploit  of  the  French  on  this 
Limuges.  ^j^  ^^^  ^^  capture  of  Limoges ;  and  even 

this  success  they  owed  to  the  treachery  of 


Froissart,  Vol.  I^  Chap^  cclxxzi. 
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the  bishop  of  that  city^  whom  the  Black  chap. 
Prince  had  p^culafly  honoured  with  hh  '         s 
confidence  ^.  The  prjnee  w9B  therefcare  highly  siack  * 
ejfasperated  at  this  occurrei^oe  j  and,  postpon*    marciics 

*  ,  ,  •         agsinst  it* 

ing  every  other  consideration^  resolved,  what-^  ^ 
ever  it  cost  him,  to  reduce  this  nnfaithful  city 
to  his  obedience.  His  hffltlth  however  was 
now  so  infirm  that,  in  undertaking  this  ex- 
pedition, he  was  obliged  to  be  carried  in  a 
Utter.  Beside  other  persons  of  distinction 
who  served  under  him,  were  his  brothers, 
thedufce  of  Lancaster,  and  Edmumi  of  Lang- 
ley  now  earl  of  Cambridge  \  Thie  city  made  ^^^^^y 
a  desperate  resistaijce ;  but  the  wails  w^re  at 
lengdi  thrown  down  by  i»ines,  and  the  ^laoe 
entered  by  storm.  The  parince,  rendered  ir- 
ritable by  sickness,  ch^^rined  by  the  unpro- 
sperous  state  of  his  affains,  and  deeply  wound- 
ed by  the  infidelity  of  the  treacherous  bishops 
5tain^  the  honour  of  his  name  by  issuing 
oxxieirs  for  a  general  ma^acre.  The  scddiers 
who  8erve4  under  him  appew:  to  have  too 


^  Froissarty  Vol.  I,  Cbap,  cclxxxvi,  cclxxxvii. 
VOL.  II.  Q  C 


storm. 
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CHAP,  faithfully  obeyed  the  injunctionsof  their  ho 

■  noured  master ;  and  for  some  time  the  town 

exhibited  a  scene  of  the  most  horrible'bar- 

Dcsperate    barfty  and  anguish.     At  this  distressful  mo* 

Conflict.  r»  • 

ment,  the  commandant  of  the  garrison,  ac- 
companied by  two  of  his  friends,  collected  a 
chosen  troop  of  eighty  men,  resolved  to  sell 
their  lives  as  dearly  as  they  could.  They  were 
presently  encountered  by  the  duke  of  Lan- 
caster and  a  band  of  soldiers  whom  he  had 
brought  over  from  England  for  the  service  of 
this  campaign.  The  Frenchmen  were  cut  off 
Gallant  be-  almost  to  2L  mau.  The  duke  of  Lancaster, 
the  duke  of  with  the  earls  of  Cambridge  and  Pembroke, 

Lanca!!ter. 

the  son  and  the  son-in-law  of  Edward  III, 
according  to  the  mode  of  the  times  selected 
the  commandant  and  his  two  friends,  and 
fought  them  hand  to  hand.  The  contest 
was  obstinate  and  brave.  At  this  crisis  the 
Black  Prince,  who  had  entered  the  breach 
mounted  upon  his  chariot,  came  toward  the 
spot  where  they  fought.  Struck  with  the 
spectacle  of  so  much  bravery,  he  granted  to 
the  prowess  of  these  knights,  what  we  are 
told   helpless   children,    and  women  in  the 
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lagoftleis  of  death,  had  in  vain  sought  to  obtaih  chap. 

XXX. 

from  him.     He  ordered   that  these   nffirprs 

should  be  admitted  to  surrender,   and  at  the 

same  time  issued  directions  foi"  an  amnesty 

to  be  proclaimed  through  the  city  \ 

Another  memorable  circumstance  marked  His  gene- 
rous arti-  ~ 

the  capture  of  Limoges.  We  know  little  of  ^^j^^^^^^ 
the  personal  character  of  the  bishop  ;  but  we 
may  reasonably  conclude  that  he  was  a  man  *^''^' 
of  extraordinary  endowments,  since  he  had 
insinuated  himself  so  deeply  into  the  confi*- 
dence  of  his  sovereign.  John  of  Gaunt  was 
also  his  friend.  Through  the  wKole  of  his 
life  this  prince  appears  to  have  felt  a  power*- 
ful  propensity  to  be  the  friend  of  admirable 
and  extraordinary  men.  The  bishop  had 
been  guilty  of  an  offence  which  according 
to  all  the  rules  of  policy  exposed  him  to  the 
punishment  of  death.  But  John  of  Gaunt 
had  the  weakness  jor  the  folly,  if  that  be  its 


'  Froissart,  Chip,  cclxxxix.     Barnes,  Book  IV,   Chap,  vli, 
C  C  2 
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c  H  A  p.  name,  of  being  in  a  high  degree  averse  to  see 
i  great  powers  of  mind  extinguished^  and  the 
wonders  of  the  human  race  fdll  under  the 
inexorable  arm  of  the  law^  He  pardoned 
the  bishop  of  LimOgeS|  as  Aurelkn  might 
have  pardoned  Longinus. 

To  enable  him  to  effect  this^  it  was  how- 
ever tlecessary,  to  ettiploy  a  stratagem.  He 
begged  of  his  brother  as  a  boon  that  the  bi- 
shop might  be  his  prisoner.  The  prince,  un- 
suspicious of  his  purpose,  though  full  of  rc^ 
sentment  against  the  prelate,  easily  granted 
the  duke  his  request*  He  considered  the 
bishop,  however  disposed  of  at  present,  a6 
reserved  for  capital  punishment.  Having 
gained  this  point,  John  of  Gaunt  next  dis- 
patched an  emissary  to  .the  pope  at  Avignon, 
conjuring  him,  as  he  valued  the  life  of  one 
of  the  most  illustrious  ornaments  of  the 
church,  to  write  a  letter  interceding  for  his 
pardon.  The  letter  arrived;  the  duke  of  Lan- 
caster showed  it  to  his  brother;  and  the 
prince  murmuring  and  unwillingly  complied, 
saying,  the  duke  had  now  the  power  to  dis*- 
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j>ose  of  him,  but  deeply  regretting  that  ^le  chap. 
had  deferred  his  vengeance  so  long  K     Thus 


1370 

the  innocent  inhabitants  suffered  for  the  crime 
of  their  superior,  while  the  real  perpetrator 
of  the  guilt  escaped,  and  was  dismissed  un- 
hurt. For  this  inequality  however  John  of 
Gaunt  is  responsible.  He  saw  it  was  in  vain 
to  endeavour  to  appease  the  declining  hero 
in  the  first  exacerbations  of  his  rage :  but,  be- 
cause he  could  not  do  all  the  good  he  might 
desire,  he  did  not  therefore  refuse  to  do  the  ^ 
good  in  his  power .^ 

A  powerful  diversion  was  made  by  Ed-  Engiuh 

-  -I  ,  ♦  *•  invade 

ward  III.  in  this  campaign,  for  the  prescrva-  France  to 
tion  of  •Aquitaine.  He  sent  sot  Robert 
Knolles,  a  commander  of  high  reputation, 
with  an  army  according  to  the  English  his- 
torians of  twelve^,  and  according  to  the 
French  of  thirty  \  thousand  men,  to  pene- 
trate  by   way   of  Calais   into   the   heart  of 


^  Froissart,  ubi  supra.     Barnes,  ditto. 

'  Hollinshead,  ad  ann. 

^  Mezeray,  apud  Bftrnes,  §.  l6. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


390  LIFE  OF  CHAUCER. 

CHAP.  France.      Sir  Robert  KnoUes   executed  hl8 

XXX. 

commission  with  fidelity,  and  effected  the 
Chivalrous  objccts  for  which  he  was  employed.  Two 
ejrpoits.  g^ijj^j  exploits  of  individuals  in  his  army  are 
recorded,  and  deserve  to  be  mentioned  here 
as  illustrating  the  military  spirit  of  the  times. 
Passing  by  Noyon,  the  English  general  in 
yain  endeavoured  to  provoke  the  French  gar-f 
rison,  which  was  numerous  apd  well  appoint- 
ed, to  come  out  and  fight  hipi.  Seeing  this, 
a  Scottish  knight  in  the  army  rode  up  to 
the  barriers,  and,  dismounting,  leaped  over, 
saying,  *'  Gentlemea,  I  havp  be^n  desirous 
to  visit  you  j  apd,  seeing  ypu  will  not  come 
put  to  me,  I  am  come  in  to  you,  to  prove  my 
knighthood  against  you  :  win  me  if  you  can." 
He  then  encountered  twelve  knights,  hand  tp 
hand,  for  a  whole  hour,  their  generosity  pre-r 
venting  him  firom  being  oppressed  by  num- 
bers; and  afi:erward  sprung  back  over  the 
barrier,  remounted  his  steed,  and  retired  un- 
hurt \  At  Paris  the  enemy  stood  equally  upon 


*  Froisaart,  Chap,  cclxxxiv. 
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the  defensive.     Here  a  knight  in  the  English  chap. 
army  determined  to  show  his  prowess,  by  ■■ 

striking  with  his  spear  against  the  gate  of  the 
city.  He  accordingly  rode  singly  through 
the  suburbs  for  that  purpose,  and  accom- 
plished his  design ;  while  the  Frenchmen 
from  the  walls  exclaimed,  *'  Go  thy  way  in 
God's  name ;  suflSciently  hast  thou  proved 
thy  knighthood."  On  his  return  however, 
he  was  assaulted  unawares  by  a  butcher,  and 
felled  to  the  ground,  and  afterward  murdered 
by  the  populace  \ 

The  campaign  of  this  year  was  closed  by  Misundcr. 
a  misfortune  of  some '  magnitude.     Sir  Ro-    a™**"? 
bert  KnoUes,  having  accomplished  the  object    ^^^^ 
of  his  mission,  retired  to  the  west  of  France, 
and  directed  the  different  detachments  of  his 
army  to  fix  their  winter-quarters  in  Britanny, 
the  duke  of  which  country  was  in  alliance 
with  Edward  III.     Some  of  the  young  no- 
bility in  his  army  murmured  against  these 
orders.     Sir  Robert  KnoUes  was  of  mean  ex- 


*  Ditto,  Chap,  cclxxxviii.    . 
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traction ;  his  first  wtuation  in  t 

been  that  of  a  private  soldier ' ;  and,  notwith-* 


CHAP,  traction ;  his  first  wtuation  in  the  »my  had 


Standing  Jiis  high  military  qualities,  these 
young  knights  had  with  great  teluctance  sub- 
mitted to  his  command*  They  now  alleged 
that  the  period  of  their  service  was  expired, 
and  that  they  were  no  longer  bound  to  obe- 
dience. They  derided  the  weakness  of  the 
French,  who  had  suffered  them  to  march 
through  the  heart  of  the  kingdom  without 
'offering  to  molest  them,  and  declared  their 
intention  to  take  up  their  quarters  in  the 
enemy's  territories  "- 
DuGucsciin ,  During  these  dissensions,  it  happened  that 
gainst  0U  Guesdin,  the  general  with  whom  the 
Black  Prince  had  fought  at  Najara,  and  who 
was  now  fast  rising  into  eminence,  had  been 
recalled  by  a  message  of  Charles  V.  from  the 
Castiliian  service,  and  had  lately  arrived  in 
France.     He  was  anxious  to  do  something 


'  Wcever>  Funeral  Monuments  :  Diocese  of  I>ondon ;  White 
Friars. 
"  Walsingham,  ad  ann. 
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on  his  native  soil,  to  justify  the  expectations  ^5^^^ 
that  were  formed  of  him.  In  this  situation,  «^'  ^ 
he  heard  of  the  state  of  sir  Robert  Knolles's 
army,  and  immediately  conceived  that  the 
occasion  which  he  sought  was  offered  to  him. 
He  set  out  on  his  march  from  Paris  with  such 
forces  as  he  could  collect..  The  English  ge- 
neral heard  of  his  approach,  and  began  to 
flatter  himself  that  he  should  obtain  the  offer 
of  a  battle,  which  during  his  whole  march  he 
had  earnestly  sought.  He  summoned  with  all 
haste  his  different  corps  from  their  winter- 
quarters  to  meet  him.  They  were  however 
less  prompt  and  exact  in  their  obedience  than 
the  circumstances  required ;  and  the  quarters 
which  they  had  wilfully  chosen  placed  them 
too  nearly  within  reach  of  the  enemy.  In- 
defatigable e'xertion  and  celerity  of  motion 
were  the  characteristics  of  Bu  Guesclin's  ex- 
cellence, and  were  of  the  highest  service  to 
him  on  this  occasion.     He  came  up  with  a  his*!*. 

■''  cess. 

detachment  of  eight  thousand  English,  who 
were  on  their  march  to  join  their  general, 
and  was  so  successful  as  to  kill  or  take  pri* 
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CHAP,  soners  the  whole  of  this  body ".  Having  done 

XXX  • 

*  :  this,  he  felt  that  he  had  effected  all  that  he 
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expected  or  desired.     He  withdrew  ;  and  left 
the  general  and  officers  of  the  English  army 
to  lament  the  fatal  effects  of  jealousy  and  dis- 
obedience. 
Chaucer         In  the  course  of  this  year  we  find  Chaucer 

sent  upon  ' 

a  special  employed  upon  some  commission  to  the  con- 
tinent,  the  object  of  which  is  not  explained 
to  US'*.  AH  that  appears  on  the  record  is 
that,  being  abbut  to  pass  beyond  sea  for  the 
service  of  the  king,  he  had  letters  of  protec- 
tion delivered  to  him  for  that  purpose.  These 
letters  bear  ds^te  on  the  twentieth  of  June.  It 
is  not  easy  to  decide  whether  his  marriage 
took  place  previously  to  this  journey,  or  after 
his  return.  The  age  of  Thomas  Chaucer 
however,  his  son,  who  was  speaker  of  the 
house  of  commons  in  the  second  year  of 
Henry  IV,  may  well  incline  us  to  assign  the 
earliest  admissible  date  to  his  father's  marriage. 


•  Froissart,  Chap  ccxci.  •  i\ppendixj^  No,  Via 
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CHAP.  XXXL 


DUKE  OF  LANCASTER  LIEUTENANT  OF  AQUITAINE. 
—MARRIES  THE  HEIRESS  OF  CASTILLE.— ASSERTS 
HIS  TITLE  TO  THAT  CROWN. 


IN  the  beginning   of  the   year    1371,   the  chajp. 
Black  Prince,  finding  his  health  become  daily : 


XXXL 


1371 

more  infirm,  took  his  final  leave  of  the  go-  Retircm^ 
vernment  of  Aquitaine,  and  sailed,  with  his  Biack 

Prince* 

consort,  and  his  only  surviving  child,  Ri-' 
chard,  for  England  \  The  period  of  his  de- 
parture was  marked  with  the  melancholy  cir- 
cumstance of  the  death  of  his  eldest  son, 
sevep  years  of  age,  whose  funeral  rites  he  left 
to  the  direction  of  his  brother,  the  duke  of 
Lancaster.     He  at  the  same  time  committed 


*  Walsmgham,  A.i).  I37a 
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CHAP,  to  the  duke  the  reins  of  government  in  Aqui- 

XXXI. 

i  taine  under  the  character  of  his  lieutenant. 


1371 

conjuring  the  powerful  barons  and  lords  of 
the  country  to  prove  thdr  attachment  to  him* 
self  by  a  devoted  adherence  to  his  honoured 
representative  K 
Affair  of         ShOTtly  after^  there  occurred  an  affair  in 
""  ^*°"*  some  respects  similar  to  that  of  the  sack  of 
Limoges.     The  fidelity  of  almost  all  the  na^- 
tive  lords  of  the  English  provinces  in  France 
was  shaken  by  the  sinister  and  corrupt  prac- 
tices of  Charles  V.  Among  them,  the  lord  of 
Motttpaott,  a  strong  castle  in  the  provmce  of 
Rovergue,  hach  entered  ^eply  into  these  ca- 
bals.     The  Black  Prince  having  taken  his 
leave  of  the  province  of  Aquitaine,  he  thought 
this  a  fit  oppcwrtunity  to  rec<»cll6  himself  to 
the  court  c^  France.     He  accordingly  gave 
notice  of  his  intention  to  a  party  of  men  at 
arms  in  the  service  of  Charles  V,  and  ad- 
mitted them  into  his  castle.     Th^  duke  of 
Lancaster  saw  the  necessity  of  a  prompt  in- 


*  Froissart,  Chap*  cardii. 
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iterfereiKJc  to  prcveiU:  the  spirit  of  revolt  from  c  h  a  f. 
becomkig  general.  He  set  out  inuniediately  jy-^-^^^i^ 
with  a  »elect  body  of  men,  the  flower  of  the 
English  party  in  Aquitaine,  and  commenced  ' 
a  regular  siege  of  Montpaon.  The  French 
who  had  taken  possession,  gallantly  held  out 
the  garrison  against  him  for  some  weeks. 
At  length  a  practicable  breach  w«&  effected  in 
the  walls,  and  every  thing  prepared  for  an 
assault.  In  this  emergency  the  enemy  ap^ 
plied  for  leave  to  surrender ;  and  after  cer- 
tain parleys^  and  the  urging  of  perhaps  arti- 
ficial demurs  on  the  part  of  the  duke  of  Lan^ 
caster,  every  individual  in  the  castle  was  ad- 
mitted prisoner  of  war  \  The  lord  of  Mont- 
paon had  previously  made  his  escape. 

The  whole  of  this  year  passed  without  suspension 

'  ^  ^       of  the  war. 

any  considerable  action.  It  seemed  as  if 
both  parties  had  tacitly  consented  to  a  sus- 
pension of  hostilities.  The  king  of  France 
was  desirous  of  gaining  time  for  completing 
his  plots,  to  whidi  he  trusted  more  than  to 


'^  Ffoiasait,  Obap.  ccxdr. 
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CHAR  his  arms,  for  the  recovery  of  Aquitaiiie.  The 
'  task-  of  the  English  was  defensive  j  and,  uhdet 
the  first  impression  of  the  melancholy  state 
of  the  Black  Prince,  and  the  consequent  un- 
settled posture  of  affairs,  the  diike  of  Lan- 
caster did  not  think  himself  strong  enough 
to  engage  in  any  decisive  measure.  The 
period  of  repose  however -was  only  tempo- 
rary ;  and  both  parties  prepared  to  make  the 
campaign  of  1372  decisive  of  the  fate  of  the 
contest. 
Second  mar-  Durfng  this  interval  the  duke  of  Lancas- 
duke  of    ter  formed  a  second  matrimonial  engagement. 

Laacaster.*        .        >*  *  .  ,  o    o 

His  first  marriage, -if  we  may  trust  to  the 
evidence  of  Chaucer,  was  the  engagement  of 
love.  His  second  was  probably  the  dictate 
of  policy  or  an^bition.  We  have  already 
spoken  of  the  contest  between  Peter  the 
Cruel  and  his  natural  brother  for  tKe  throne 
of  Castille*  Soon  after  the  retreat  of  the 
Black  Prince  from  his  Spanish  expedition, 
affairs  in  that  country  assumed  a  different 
aspect;  and  Du  Guesclin,  having  been  ad- 
mitted to  ransom,  found  means  by  hi^ 
prowess   and   military   skill   to  -replace  the 
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crown  upon  the  bastard's  head.     Peter  the  9^"  Or^' 

■/La  ywl« 

Cruel  was  taken  prisoner,  and  the  usurper-         a 
assassinated  him  with  his  own  hand.     Peter  Death  of 

Petcl- 

left  issue  two  daughters,  the  eldest  of  whom    king  of 
'had  now  become  by  the  death  of  her  father 
the  legitimate  heir  to  the  Castillian  throne. 

These  princesses  were  left,  cither  as  host- 
ages or  as  guests,  in  the  province  of  Aqui- 
taine,"  when  their  father  set  out,  accpmpanied  * 
by  his  illustrious  protector,  for  the  campaign 
of  Najara ;  and  they  had  continued  in  this 
equivocal  species  of  exile  from  that  ^time.  In 
this  moment  of  leisure  and  uncontrol,  the 
duke  of  Lancaster  cast  his  eyes  upon  these 
illustrious  dames.  He  was  indignant  at  see- 
ing the  last  militaiy  achievement  of  his  gal- 
lant brother  overthrown,  and  an  assassin  and 
a  bastard  in  quiet  possession  of  one  of  the 
first  crowns  iti  Europe ;  he  pitied  the  deso- 
late and  calamitous  condition  of  these  prin- 
cesses ;  and  he  was  perhaps  not  insensible  in 
his  own  breast  to  the  attractions  of  a  throne.  - 
We  shall  probably  find  the   duke  of  Lan-  character 

^  J  of  John 

caster  in  our  further  survey  of  his  history,    otGau»t. 
not  listening  to  the  suggestions  of  an  irre- 
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CHAP,  gular  ambition,  incapabk  of  yielding  to  ao 
act  of  dishonour,  yet  fond  of  authority,  6a* 


137l 

gerly  desirous  of  reputation  and  respect,  and 
not  averse  to  that  species  of  magnificence  and 
ostentation  which  waits  upon  elevated  ranib 
Impressed  with  these  sentiments,  he  tooj^ 
with  him  his  brother  the  earl  of  Cambridge, 
and  waitpd  upon  the  Spanish  iadies  in  their 
retirement  j  and  the  result  of  the  visit  was 
the  proposal  of  a  double  marriage*  This 
measure  had  the  sanction  of  the  court  of 
London  j  the  nuptials  were  speedily  solemn^ 
ised  ^ ;  and  shortly  afterward  John  of  Gaunt 
assumes  the  toofc  the  title,  and  assumed  the  insignia,  of 
^or  king  of  Castille  and  Leon  *.  By  thb  appella* 
tion  he  will  frequentiy  be  distinguished  in 
the  remainder  of  this  history:  not  that  it 
gave  to  him  real  office,  revenue  or  pow^j 
_  but  that,  if  we  would  enter  into  men's  dbar- 
racters,  and  compcehend  their  feelings,  we 
must  be  careful  to  assume  in  fancy  their 
situations,  must  follow  their  reasoni^s,  re^ 


•*  FroWart,  Ch^.  ccc.        *  Sandfoard,  Sock  IV,  Chap. 4. 
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tognise  theb  prejudices,  and  call  the  sut-  ^ 
l^bunding  objects  by  the  names  which  they 
were  accustomed  to  employ.  John  of  Gaunt 
was  from  this  time  frequently  addressed  in 
the  style  of  royalty;  he  Jkept  a  little  courts 
and  added  somewhat  to  the  splendour  and 
magnificenGe  in  which  he  had  hitherto  live  J; 
and  these  circumstances  were  by  no  means 
without  their  effect  upon  the  subsequent 
transactions  of  his  histoty4 

No  proceeding  caij  be  less  judicious,  of  af-  impolicy 
ford  less  chance  of  ultimately  redounding  to    ^^^^y 
the  glory  of  him  who  adopts  it,  than  this    f„'^*^"* 
sort  of  speculative  and  dialectical  claim  to  the 
supreme  magistracy  of  a  nation.     The  duke 
of  Lancaster  had  a  practical  illustration  6f 
this  before  him^  in  the  great  measure  of  his 
father's  reign ;  and  it  certainly  conduces  by 
no  means  to  the  credit  of  his  sagacity  or  of 
the  rectitude  of  his  moral  feelings,  that  so 
memorable  a  lesson  produced  so  little  impres- 
sion upon  him.     Government  is  a  topic  of 
complicated  and  delicate  texture  :  no  conseflt  j 
as^some  theorists  have  idly  imagined,  gives 
Virth  tQ  ^it;s.  institution  j^  yet  it  depends  most 

VOL.  lit  pD 
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^xx^if *  i^timsLtdy  uport  the  temp6f,  the  prc^tfdfces 
*y~^aftd  the  opinions  df  thodc  for  the  beiwfit  of 
whom  it  6ught  to  be  conducted.  The  maft 
Who  puts  thesi  out  of  the  question,  and  corr- 
fiidert  with  contempt  or  Asrespect  tht  senti- 
ments 6f  a  nation  in  points  in  which  it  h 
UKSsit  intimately  eoncemed,  makes  a  glaring 
exhibition  of  his  weakness  In  regard  t6  po-* 
Bey }  aftd,  though  peAaps  liot  of  a  deprared 
hearty  acts  as  if  he  ifisdained  all  attention  to 
the  lAtferests,  the  rights  and  the  happfeiess  of 
mahkind.  What  was  the  duke  of  LancsSter 
to  the  Spanish  nation  ?  iThe  majority  of  Ihem 
scarcely  knew  of  his  existetice ;  or,  if  they 
did^  fdt  as  much  inclination  to  be  gorcmed 
fey  aft  emissary  from  the  Grand  Lama  trt 
Tartar/,  as  by  him*  This  generous  people. 
With  a  ptejudiee'  congenial  to  the  humaflt 
mind,  preferred  for  their  sovereign  a  b&stard 
^d  a  regicide,  bom  amohg  them  and  dt^ 
scended  from  the  race  of  thdr  MngSi  to  the 
most  gallant  and  blameks^  prince  on  earth, 
^  whcmi  they  had  no  knowledge,  and  whor 
could  not  enter  into  their  peeuliaritie*.  R^ 
Ab  great  crisis  of  tiie  life  of  johadfQaimx; 
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h«  etioQ^  tlM  most  essdntiiti  defieienci<$  at  dn&n 
c|Mir*c6^,     Hi?  CDiUempwiories,  it  is  to  be— 7— ,!■ 
f^ml,  4i4  MA  comment,  as  it  dc^er^ed,  upoct    *^  * 
^p  imm<«^alit5fc  of  his  proceeding ;  but  they 
ffll  m9st  siatertally  to  his  dl^ac^imtage  the 
imb^dHty  of  pretending  to  a  crown  which  he 
«outd  hftve  ad  reasonable  hop^  to  acquire^ 
a^od  of  regaling  his  fancy  with   the  gaud^ 
mHsida  of  royalty,  and  the  empty  name  of  ^ 
kingf  Vhicb,  vrhile  it  coaf^rrfd  no  power^ 
Tom^t  to  the  mind  of  every  sober  and  ju(£ci-« 
Qtff  observer  convey  an  Idea  of  ridicule* 

Yet  it  is  not  difficult  to  assign  the  motive  ^^^^^ 
lyhich  iofluencQd  the  duke  oi  Lancaster  in  ^*>'ti»^* 
this  Pleasure.  He,  felt,  as  his  elder  brother 
li^d  done,  indignant  at  the  impudent  usurpa*^ 
tion.  and  sanguinary  aetlon*  e{  Hehry  of 
Transtamare.  He  desired  by  his  own  inter-* 
position  to  pluck  him  iirom  the  throne  }  and 
this  project  was  not  the  less  pleasing  to  him 
because  he  thought  the  proper  conclusion  of 
the  Exploit  was  to  place  himself  upon  the 
throne  in  his  stead*  John  of  Gaunt,  like  all 
the  other  children  of  Edward  III,  was  bred 
in  the  purest  and  most  refined  notions  of  chi-^ 
VD  2 
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CHAP,  valry.     We  may  therefore  be  well  convinced 

XXXI. 

:that  he  contemplated  with  particular  reve- 
rence the  achievements  of  Rodrigo  Dias> 
commonly  called  the  Cid,  and  the  other 
Spanish  champions^  who,  in  their  conten* 
tions  against  the  Moors,'  were  the  first  to 
raise  chivalry  to  the  consummation  of  its 
splendour.  To  rescue  this  nation  of  Iveroes 
^om  the  rod  of  an  usurper,  appeared  to  his 
thoughts  the  greatest  of  all  human  eitploits ; 
to  preside  over  them  the  highest  of  all  hu- 
man glories.  Zeal  and  enthusiasm  are  never 
very  accurate  calculators.  He  saw  this  per- 
spective in  distant  view  j  and,  unhappily  £or 
himself^  and  for  his  true  and  substantial  &me, 
was  too  eager  and  animated,  to  allow  him  to 
consider  its  parts  and  estimate  it  in  detail. 
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CHAP/XXXIL 


POLITICAL  ADMINISTRATION  OF  JOHN  OF  GAUNT. 
—ECCLESIASTICAL  mSTORY  OFTHETlClRTEENTH 
CENTURY.-STATUTES  OF  PROVISORS  AND  PRE- 
MUNIRE. 


r*  ROM  the  consideration   of  the  king  of  chap* 

•  *       •         •  •  •  XXXII. 

Castille  in  his  relations  with  other  countries, ^ 


the  course  of  events  now  leads  us  to  view 
him  as  connected  with  the  civil  transactions 
of  his  own.  Lionel  duke  of  Clarence,  the 
second  son  of  Edward  III,,  died  in  1368; 
and  the  Black  Prince  brought  with  him,  from 
his  Spanish  campaign  in  136;,  an  impaired 
and  broken  constitution,  which  no  subsequent 
care  or  skill  had  the  power  to  restore.  These 
events,  together  with  the  declining  age  of  the 
king,  made  way  for  that  high  degree  of  po^ 
Jiticsd  influence  and  power  .t9  which  John  of 
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CHAP.  Gaunt  rose  in  the  concluding  period  of  his 
V. , ;  ,1 ,  father's  reign.  The  ascendancy  he  now  ac- 
quired had,  as  we  have  already  observed, 
been  in  some  ifeeasjlre  pt^atfed  several  years 
before,  when,  the  duke  of  Clarence  being 
settled  in  Ireland,  and  the  Black  Prince  in 
Aquitaine,  John  of  Gaunt  was  the  only  son 
of  Edward  IIL  remaining  in  England,  whose 
yiBars  were  sufficiently  mature^  or  who  pos- 
, ,  sessed  enough  of  energy,  to  be  consuitied  by 
his  father  in  the  affairs  of  his  government, 
or  to  be  resorted  to  as  a  pillar  of  state  where* 
\ipon  l<>  rej^o^e  in  a  c^ain  tlegree  khe  t:at'ds 
of  ?mpire  \  EdWax^  III.  is  particularly  dis^ 
eingui^hed  in  history  by  his  fendnessas  a  £t«- 
ih€(t ;  «ad^  though  blessed  witk  a  family  ^ 
UfAcommon  fendowtntots^  there  is  no  bne  v£ 
hk^  sons  whtlmx  he  appears  to  Isave  ^ioved 
iftotie  aficictioi^t^  than  John  <^  C^mtt.  It 
is  now  therefore  mcumbent  «ipon  us  to  &t^ 
steavour  Ho  trace^  m  suolt  tttdicatioiis  as  the 
fQ«c|)6ird  «ti4  doqam^ts  tf  diie  timi^  will 


»Gta|>.xxai>>s^. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


LIFE  OF  CHAUOER-  «P7 

afford,  tjw  progressive  degrees  o£  poUiical  ^^^^;' 
^w^x  attained  to  bj  this  eirunent  personag?^  ?=s= 
We  9^ay  sufficieatly  iudgCj,  frongi  Cb^cgrs 
situation^  ti$  $ieg:et  w$siw  in  I37p  alr^^^y 
inentiQae4  ^  bis  publip,48mb*s$y  to  Genoa  Iq 
J  373  %  and  tjjije  confidential  pUce  ^fcieJ^  fei$ 
poems  upon  Jphn  of  Giaiwt's  opHrtsbip  an4 
roani^e  prove  Wm  to  fcayp  hi^ld  ii>  ^ 
^iendsbip  M  tbis  piinae,  t;bat  we  caoftot  treat 
of  the  poHtical  ^candaiqt  and  proceedings  of 
the  xamid  l^o^  v^iihmt  deiGkcantii^  i^on 
jn^tti^s  4^  "whidk  Qm^m^t  ^as  emineprij 
concesned  nif^i  deepif  imi^Qj^d-  7Uis  miH 
bie  »ade  ^tjij  mcMTje  evi^e^i:  in  ikfi  )Seqpiel*  in 
the  ^onvu)siy,e  a^  ;(urb)}kQt  )r^gn  ;of  RIp 
cb^  II,  Cbwcesr  i^SrftfiAWjr  xoae  and  ieU 
V^4tb  ^e  i^ti^eban^ble  yidsait^dfis  dof  au^ 
thpi%^  aind  idjls^iifie  «if  ^s  jmaater  the  jdng  cf 
Ca«tiUe. 

Th^  mfM  iiconablerabb  jdosifistic  oonoepn 
of  1^  £ogti^  ^Tiecnnaen^  mhick  jms  in 


•»  Chap.  XX^,^..^.  ;  .♦;Chap.  XXXV. 
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c HAP.  agitation  at  the  period  to  which  our  subject 


xxxiu 


1  ■!■  now  leads  us,  was  relative  to  the  usurpations 

*  and  incroachments  of  the  court  of  Rome, 
'  upon  the  royal  prerogative  and  upon  the  in- 
ternal polity  of  England.  The  dispute  about 
investitures  in  the  eleventh  century,  in  which 
the  emperors  of  the  house  of  Franconia  were 
humbled  at  the  feet  of  pope  Gregory  the 
Qreat  and  his  successors,  has  already  been 
mentioned  ^  The  sovereign  pontiff  was  tri- 
umphant in  this  contest ;  he  in  consequence 
very  frequently  nominated  whomever  he 
pleased  to  the  vacant  bishoprics  and  benefices 
in  every  country  of  Europe.  The  ascend- 
ancy of  the  church  however  was  never  so 
complete,  as  to  preclude  the  occasional  inter- 
ference of  secular  sovereigns  and  lay  patrons 
in  promoting  their  own  adherents  to  ecclesi- 
astical dignities.  Both  parties  seem  to  have 
found  their  advantage  in  leaving  the  question 
in  this  uncertsiinty  j  and  neither  had  the  for- 


f»  yrf,  I,  Chap.  IV,  p.  §6, 
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titude  to   urge  the   affair    practically   to    a  chap: 

general    issue,  though    each  was  loud   and  ^ 

copious  in  asserting  his  several  pretensions. 

When  literature  and  civilisation  had  so  far  imposition* 

of  the  Re- 
gained ground  as  to  give  a  decisive  check  to  ^^'^^ 

the  usurpations  of  the  church,  the  authority  of 

the  Roman  pontiff  in  this  article  became  daily  ^ 

more  a  subject  of  question  and  complaint 

Under  these  circumstances  it  was  unfortunate 

for  his  cause,  that  his  incroachments  bore  too 

much  the  appearance  of  pecuniary  rapacity 

and  extortion,  a  topic  suflSciently  level  fo.th^ 

iapprehensions  of  mankind  even  in  ages  of 

the  greatest  blindness  and  ignorance.     Va-  - 

rious  were  the  contrivances  of  the  venerable  - 

head  of  the  church,  to  drain  the  different 

provinces  of  Christendom  of  their  treasures, 

and  with  money  from  all  quarters  to  fill  the 

Roman   coffers.     For  this  purpose, » he  ex-  contribu. 

*        ^  tions  of  the- 

acted,  on  various  pretences,  great  cbntribu-^  «^i"gy- 
tions  from  the  clergy.    He  introduced  a  new  First-fruUs. 
tax  under  the  name  of  first-fruits,  alleging 
that  he  had  a  right  to  one  year's  income 
ypon  all  vacant  bishoprics  and  ecclesiastical 
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CHAP,  prefermmts.     He  ^lunmoiiied  all  bishops  an^ 
archbishops  to  repair  to  Rom^,  to  obtain  £t<SmL 


fai  pau.    him  a  solemn  installation  into  their  new  dig^ 

Afpeaif,    nities.     He  <h:ew  all  •eccleiuaMical  caiises  of 

importance  thither,  wher^e  he  kept  th£  p«rde$ 

-waiting  for  a  long  tiane^  wd  at  an  immemt 

laauigenees,  es^encc^  Ifor  a  decision.     The  £ale  of  iodulgr 

and  dis.    eocesy  pardons  ^nd  diepen^tioaA^  the  oeea^ 

fi)on$  for  which  wer^  ^Mpntin^iidly  0iultif>liedl9 

brx^ught  a  boundless  revenue  tp  the  c(»iiit  ^ 

Rome.    In  a  word,  it  was  a  aiotonws  ecaor 

daly  which  everf  one  repeated  wd  foosie  bad 

ihe  boldness  to  deny^  that  evexf  tb^^mm 

k«smi.    venal  in  that  ^verni&ent.  Beside  these  direct 

^vijioni.  aonrces  of  revenue^^  the  pope  aocua^ated 

weah&  xipon  his  friends  and  adheiients  bf  ii^ 

ter¥a>tix>ns  amd  proviaionsj  eKpedients  which 

wisre  necessary:,  on  accoiHit  ^of  the  e^tenit  -qf . 

his  spiritual  4qininions>  to  prevent  the  ch^p^ 

tePB  and  ecclesiastical  incoipoirations  on  ;th# 

spot  fromsfUhng  the  vacant  4ignitie$4>dEbFe  be 

ahould  have  be^  that  ^y  ^weie  v^.    Bjf . 

reservtftie^  the  pope  idiedarctd  beifoc^an4^ 

tt^  he  o^e^rved  to  hiis£^  ^th^  ;Qoflijji(^^ 
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to^^ch  benefices  or  s6e$.  wbenevc*   ttey  c^kp. 
dibbki  foil  in:  and  by  provisions,   lie  an* 
xnaanced  certain  individuals  as  tire  destmed 
eiicoesso0s  on  the  resignation  or  death  of  tiie 
pfesenit  iirannkibents* 

All  these  wb^cts  of  complaint  were  talce^ 
up  y^kh  ^mat  spirit  m  this  comntry,  under 
Ihe  lOTg  rbign  xrf  Henry  IIL      The  kkig    ^/^^ 
^intsrify  weak  and  pasilianimous  in  his  tnit- 
per,  ^showed  iktle  disposition   to  Tesist  die 
ittcrpachnuents  of  the  sova'eign* pontiff;  bnt 
A  dew^aity  rose  agaimt  due  comt  of  &6i^ 
ixi  die  person^  of  the  bi^0ns«  .  They  paadaa^- 
Jfltlj  texdaimed  vnih  muob  v^^snehce  agaoost 
the  multitude  of  Italians  who  weresioam^  * 
«Sed  (by  the  ptf^e  to  iivkigs  m    England, 
ditmgh  igmoratit  of  die  mamners  ani  cuscams 
"cf die  country  froan  which  they  deiwed  dieir 
teremies,  and  men  wracquaiilted  with  its  Iboi-  - 
jgoag6|  so  tixafc  |xreachitig  and  the  cme  of 
^B(bub  ^tc  wiioHy  nvegkcted    In  the  tisane 
spirit  of  the  times^  they  did  not  stop  at  re- 
monstrance: but   entered  into   associations, 
Wd  threatened  to  drive  these  foreign  ecclesi- 
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^xxxu!  ^^*^^^  fr^^  ^^^  kingdom "".     The  pope  how- 
'■  ■  ever  does  not  seem  to  have  been  deterred  by 

their  menaces;  as  vre  read^  a  few  years  after- 
Ward,  of  various  livings  and  dignities,  ta  the 
amount  of  three  hundred,  conferred  by  the 
papal  legate  resident  in  this  country  ^ 
*i^ettc  The  pious  and  venerable  bishop  Grosstestc, 
the ,  fiiend  of  Roger  Bacon,  distinguished 
himself  by' his  opposition  to  this  mercenary 
and  sinister  policy  of  the  court  of  Rome* 
The  pope  having  sent  him  a  mandate^  re* 
quiring  him  to  bestow  upon  one  of  his  ho- 
liness*8  nephews,  then  a  child,  a  vacant  ca- 
nohry  in  his  see  ctf  Lincoln,  Grossteste  re* 
fiisedjto  obey,  and  remonstrated  with  the 
pontiff  in  these  terms.  *^  If  vsre  excqpt  the 
sins  of  Lucifer  and  Antichrist,  there  neither 
is  nor  can  be  a  ^eater  crime,  nor  any  thing 
more  contrary  to  the  doctrine  of  the  gospel, 
or  more  odious  and  abominable  in  the  sight 
of  Jesus  Christ,  than  to  ruin  and  destroy  the 


.  •  Matt,  Paris,  A.D.  1231.    Rymer,  Tom.  I,  l6  tipn.  % 
'  Matt.  Paris,  A.  D.  JS41, 
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souls  of  men,  by  depriving^  them  of  the  spi-^  c  h  a  r 
ritual  aid  and  ministry  of  their  pastors.  It '  i  ■ 
is  ipipossible  therefore  that,  the  holy  aposto- 
lical see,  which  received  its  authority  from 
the  Lord,  Jesus  Christ  for  edification,  and  not 
for  destruction,  can  be  guilty  of  such  a  crime, 
.or  any  thing  approaching  to  such  a  crime,  so 
hateful  to  God,  so  hurtful  to  men.  This 
would  be  a  most  manifest  corruption  and 
abuae  of  its  authority,  would  forfeit  all  its 
glory,  arid  plimge  it  into  the  pains  of  hell  *." 

Edward  I,  the  successor  of  Henry  III,  wa^  Eccieshud* 
a  prince  of  a  very  different  character,  and  his    ^07  of 
jneasures  were  such  ^s  might  be   expected  . 
from  the  depth  of  his  policy  and  the  energy 
of  his  temper.     With  him  originated  the  im-sututeor 
portant  statute  of  mortmain,  prohibiting  the    1279* 
clergy  from  making  further  acquisitions  of 
land  from  the  pious   bequests  or  donations 
of  their  votaries,  under  pain  of  forfeiting  the 
property  in  such  manner  acquired  ^     In  the 


«  Matt.  Park,  A.  D.  12». 
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eHAp.  twenty^fiWi  year  of  his  relgd  he  was  e«-* 
I".      ■  I'  gaged  in  a  dkpu(;e  wil4i  the  clergy  of  his  de- 
Edward  i.  mimons  regpecti  ig  their  obligation  to  contri- 
*^i^     bute  to  the  nect  cities  of  the  state  ;  and,  re* 
eeiving  from  them  a  r^usal  of  hia  demand^ 
^tq^cxrted  by  a  p^ipal  bull  wbidb  forbade  thekf 
compliance,  he,  instead  o^  apply^^  to  the 
pope  for  a  relaxation  of  his  f^^ecept,  adc^ted 
a  shorter  and  more  peremptory  method,  tell- 
ing his  clergy  that,  ^nce  they  refused  td  eon-^ 
tribute  to  the  support  of  civil  government, 
they  ware  unworthy  to  reap  the  benefits  of 
ky  and  accordingly  declaring  them  out  of  the 
protection  of  the  Uw.     He  gave  directions 
to  the  x)fficers  in  his  diflSerent  courts,  to  heitf^ 
diose  causes  only  respecting  the  el^:gy,  in 
which  they  were  defendants ;  to  do  evefy 
,  man  justice  against  them,  and  to  do  them  jus^ 
tice  against  nobody.     The  consequence  of 
this,  pursuant  to  the  ferocious  manners  of  the 
times,  was,  that  they  could  not  appear  afeoad^ 
without  being  attacked  by  ruffians  or  persona 
who  had  an   animosity  against  them,    dis- 
^  mounted  from  their  hprsej,  and  stripped  of 
their  property,  and  even  aqpp«Ec4j  «er  were 
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llief  dafe  in  their  own  houses.  The  arch-  cha^ 
l^shc^  oi  Canterbury,  the  leader  of  this  op-  ^^j^— ^ — 4 
position,  was  reduced  to  fly  from  his  palace, 
and  bide  himself  obscurely,  with  a  single  sep- 
vant,  under  the  roof  of  a  country- clergp- 
&an ".  Thus  did  this  rigorous  and  stern  po- 
Htician  prosecute  the  quarrel  in  which  he  was 
^>gaged.  He  subjected  his  adversaries  to  a 
apecies  of  martyrdom,  which  had  no  tend- 
ency to  feed  their  arrogance  or  their  vanity, 
but  was  on  the  contrary  the  most  mortify- 
ing to  spiritual  piide  that  could  be  imagined* 
He  remained  as  it  were  a  passive  spectator  of 
thear  persecution  j  and  riendered  his  subjects 
the  instruments  of  this  ecclesiastical  war, 
without  subjecting  himself  to  the  invidious 
appearance  of  being  active  in  the  contest. 
He  inlbrced  his  own  cause,  that  of  weakening 
the  empire  of  the  hierarchy,  in  the  most  ef- 
fectual manner,  by  employing  the  people  to 
insult  the  order  they  had  regarded  as  sacred, 
or  accustoming  them  to  see  it  insulted.    One 


M-A^k^muttt/m 


>  Hume,  Chap.  XUI. 
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CHAP,  of  the  last  measures  of  the  reign  6f  Edward  i^ 

XXXil. 

ss===s  was  a  statute  passed  in  a  parliament  held  by 

^^o°rs.  him  at  Carlisle,  called  the  statute  of  provisors ; 
prohibiting  the  bringing  into  the  kingdom 
.any  of  the  pope's  writs  of  provisions  or  re- 
servations for  the  disposal  of  benefices,  and 
the  exportation  of  money  under  the  deno- 
mination of  first-fruits,  or  of  any  of  the  va- 
rious taxes  which,  under  numerous  pretences, 
the  court  of  Rome  imposed  upon  this  vassal 
island  ^, 

sdwaid  ih  It  was  in  this  state  that  the  question  of 
civil  and  ecclesiastical  authorities  was  deliver- 
ed down  to  Edward  III.  It  does  not  appear 
that  any  strong  measures  were  adopted  against 
the  usurpations  of  the  church  under  the  im- 
becil  and  temporising  reign  of  Edward  11. 

Stale  of  the  .    On  a  superficial  review  of  the  subject,  we 

church  at  *                               .                                         •^ 
the  acces* 
ftion  of 

£dward  "■ • — ■ — — ■ ^ ' ~^ 

IIL 


k 


This  statute  is  said  in  the  preamble  to  the  statute,  25  Edv. 
3,  Stat.  6,  to  have  been  passed  in  the  twenty-fifth,  but  the  te- 
nour  of  the  history  makes  it  probable  that  its  true  date  is  the 
thirty-fifth,  year  of  Edward  I.  See  Barnes,  Book  I,  Chap,  xxi, 
§»  10  i  and  the  marginal  correction  to  this  preaitiblt  in  Kufif«» 
bead. 
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might  8uppo3e  that  comidcrable  prdgr*^.  liad  ^^^^J"- 
beea  made  in  the  thirteenth  century  towatd ' 
reducing  the  insolent  and  enormous  power 
which  had*  been  ei^osaed  by  the  court  of 
Rome.  Something  imdoubtedly  was  dote  j 
the  mind  of  Europe  was  materially  changed^ 
during  tl^t  period  which^  as  was  observed 
on  a  former  occasion  \  was  illustrated  by  the 
Mmted  intellect  of  a  few  of  the  greatcei:  mca 
that  ever  existed.  But  much  less  was  doim 
than  mi^  hare  been  imagtnedL  The  genius 
of  the  age  was  ill  adapc^ed  for  the  methodicat 
and  pn^ressire  enection  of  dams  and  wears 
to  shut  in  the  imperious  flood  of  ecclosi-* 
astical  usutpation.  The  prejudices  of  fitaiw 
kind  faiad  now  for  several  ^nerarionfi  been 
^Touirable  to  thb  abject  ssiperstition.  What 
the  hiemrchy  lost  und^  a  vigorous  secular 
administratioii^  they  recovered  imder  the  fee- 
ble one  which  followed.  What  was  wrested 
from  them  by  the  stern  and  fearless  boron  in 
die  hour'dT  his  heakfa  andi  pride,  they  kmew 


>  Vol.  I,  Chap.  Q,  p.%. 
VOL.  11.  E  E 
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cA  AR  how  to  regain,  by  presenting  before  him  his 
childhood  terrors  of  damnation  and  purga- 
tory, on  the  bed  of  sickness.  The  statutes 
which  were  made  to  restrain  their  incroach- 
ments,  were  of  little  avail.  It  was  the  fashion 
pf  this  period,  that  statutes  not  continually 
urged  and  consulted,  fell  into  disuse,  and 
even  seem  to  be  supposed  to  have  lost  their 
authority.  This  is  the  chie,  which  explains 
to  us  the  repeated  reenactions  of  Magna 
Charta  and  many  of  our  most  salutary  laws 
with  the  same  formalities  and  solemnity  as  if 
they  were  then  introduced  for  the  first  time. 

Stotute  of  .  It  is  not  till  the  seventeenth  year  of  Ed- 
ward III.  that  we  find  any.  notic?  of  parlia- 
mentary measures  against  the  iuiCroachments 
of  the  court  of  Rome,  in  the  ancient  records 
of  this  reign.  Stratford  archbishop  of  Can- 
terbury is  supposed  to  have  been  the  author 
of  the  proceedings  then  adopted  ".  He  had 
been  an  active  and  useful  minister  of  Ed- 
ward III  J  but,  having  two  years  before  been 


*  Barnes^  Sook  I,  Chap,  xiii,  j.  2» 


provisors 

revived. 

1343. 
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intolved  iii  a  quarrel  with  his  sovereign,  he  chap. 
is  believed  to  have  brought  forward  these  ' 

measures,  partly  that  he  might  the  m(M:e 
fully  reinstate  himself  in  the  favour  of  the 
king  ;  and  partly  perhaps,  in  conformity  to 
his  character  and  duties  as  primate  of  Eng- 
land, that  he  might  shut  out  the  enormous 
influx  of  foreigners  into  the  benefices  of  the 
English  church  preventing  the  regular  and 
wholesome  instruction  of  the  people,  that  he 
might  maintain  the  purity  of  its  ancient  con- 
stitution as  to  the  election  or  nomination  of  its 
ministers,  and  that  he  might  prevent  its  re- 
venues from  being  thus  injuriously  conveyed 
into  foreign  countries*  By  his  advice  then^ 
parliament  was  instigated  to  send  for  the  act 
of  the  last  year  of  Edward  L  from  Carlisle, 
and  to  reenact  its  clauses  against  provisions 
and  appeals ".  In  the  year  following,  it  hav-  statute  of 
ing  been  remarked  that  the  injunctions  of  S?™" 
this  statute  had  not  been  accompanied  by 
penalties,  an  amending  act  Was  introduced, 


Cotton,  17  E.  3. 
£  £    2 
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cHAh  subjectine  those  who  tranderessed  it  to  the 

XXXII.  J  to  o 

I  pains  of  outlawry  ^     The  purposes  of  this 

law  were  somewhat  reinforced  by  the  cir- 
cumstance, that  the  reigning  pope  was  a 
Frenchman,  and  was  conceived  to  adhere  to 
the  king's  enemies  in /the  war  then  depend- 
ing for  the  claim  of  Edw^d  III.  to  the  crown 
of  France.  Yet  it  sufficiently  appears,  from 
the  frequent  agitation  of  the  subject  in  par- 
liament, that  its  execution  was  partial  and 

Thwe  sta.  irregukr.     The  reenaction  of  the  act  against 

tutes  re-  '^  .         ,  %  r'  «      « 

enacted,  the  pope  s  nbmmation  to  benefices  and  the 
'  ^ '  appeals  carried  to  Rome,  commonly  called 
the  statute  of  provisors,  and  of  the  act  of 
penalties  against  offenders  in  these  points 
called  the  statute  of  premunire,  from  which 
these  laws  in  our  statute-book  take  their  date, 
wa5  in  1351  and  1353  respectively  ^ 


*»  Cotton,  18  E.  3. 

P  Statutes  at  Large,  25  Edv.  3,  Stat.  6  j  and  27  Edv.  3, 
Stat.  1,  cap.  1. 
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CHAP.  XXXIIL 


KING  JOHN*S  TRIBUTE  ABOLISHED*.  —  RISE  OF 
WICLIFFE.  —  PARLIAMENTARY  REM6NSTRANCE 
AGAINST  THE  APPOINTMENT  OF  CHURCHMEN 
TO  THE  GREAT  OFFICES  OF  STATE— WILLIAM 
OF  WYKEHAM. 


i^UCH  was  the  relative   condition  of  the  chap. 

XXXIII 

civil  and  ecclesiastical  authorities  in  England  — 

at  the  commencement  of  the  period  we  have  ^^^* 
now  to  consider.  Little  further  occurs  on 
the  subject  of  the  pope's  oppressive  preten- 
sions, till  the  year  1305.  At  that  time  we 
find  the  statutes  of  provxsors  and  of  pre- 
jnunire  once  again  reenacted  at  the  personal 
requisition  of  the  king  *.  But  the  year  is  ren-  Kmg  john*8 

tribute  de- 
"'         numdcd. 


•  CGtm,  S9  E.  3, 
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CHAP,  dered  more  remarkable  by  the  letters  of  pope 

XXXUL  ^  f/ 

:  Urban  V.  to  the  king  of  England,  requiring 

the  payment  of  the  arrears  of  the  tribute  of 
one  thousand  marks  per  annum^  imposed  upon 
the  realm  by  king  John,  and  which  had  failed 
to  be  discharged  ever  since  the  year  1333 
(the  very  year  in  which  Edward  IIL  came 
of  age) ;   and  summoning  the   king  to  his 
court  to  answer  for  the  default,  in  case  he 
should  hesitate  to  comply  with  this  demand    • 
It  cannot  perhaps  be  exactly  ascertained  at 
this  distance  of  time,  with  what  degree  of 
regularity  this  dis^^iceful  tribute  had  been 
conceded.     Some  historians  have  questioned 
whether  it  had  ever  been  paid  after  the  d^ath 
of  its  royal  imppser^.     There  are  however 
various  records  in  the  collections  of  Rymer  ^^ 
proving  that  it  was  discharged,  though  irre- 
gularly and  with  intermissions  and  arrearsj^ 
in  one  instance  of  eight  and  in  another  of 


^  Barnes,  Book  III,  Chap,  xii^  §•  8. 
«  Tom.  II,  5  Edv.  I,  Djc.  l8j   6  Edv.  1,  Ftb.  23;  16 
g4y?  1,  Apr.  28;  29  Ed^,  1,  Mar.  18^ 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


LIFE  OF  CHAUCER.  423 

eleven  years,  down  to  the  year  1330'',  which  ^"^•'- 

may  be  admitted  as  an  evidence  sufficient  to  ^ ■'■ 

establish  the  veracity  of  pope  Urban's  repre-' 
mentation. 

It  certainly  appears  to  have  been  ill  policy  unseason- 
in  the   pope,  to  have  revived  this  obsolete    of  the 

demand. 

claim  at  the  present  period.  The  reign  of 
Edward  III.  was  illustrious ;  his  character  was 
high ;  and  his  influence  and  name  were  suf- 
ficiently great,  to  enable  him  to  treat  with 
contempt  the  demand  that  was  now  made. 
He  had  gained  the  battles  of  Cressy  and  Poi- 
tiers, and  confirmed  himself  in  all  the  acqui- 
sitions he  could  ever  have  thought  of  as  per- 
manent, by  the  peace  of  Bretigni.  No  event 
had  yet  happened  to  tarnish  his  glory,  or  dis- 
arm his  energy.  The  sovereign  pontiff  at- 
tacked him  in  all  his  vigour,  instead  of  wait- 
ing for  the  period  which  soon  after  arrived, 
when  he  appeared,  to  the  vulgar  eye  at  least, 
shorn  of  his  beams. 

Edward  III.  felt  that  the  time  had  now 


1366. 
k  is  refused. 


*  Tom^  IV,  4  Edv.  3,  Apr.  28. 
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im. 


CHAP,  come,  to  reject  for  ever  the  ignominious  vas- 
saUge  which  his  base-hearted  predecessor  had 
fastened  upon  the  realin ;  and  accordingly, 
instead  of  adopting  any  measures  for  dis- 
charging the  pretended  arrears,  he  resolved 
to  submit  the  whole  question  to  the  parlia- 
ment which  met  on  the  thirtieth  of  March  in 
the  following  year.  This  assembly  with  one 
consent  pronounced,  that  neither  king  John, 
nor  any  other  king,  could  bring  the  realm 
dnd  people  into  such  thraldom  without  the 
approbation  of  parliament,  and  that  what  he 
had  done  was  contrary  to  his  coronation  oath  j 
they  therefore  exhorted  the  king,  if  the  pope 
should  attempt  any  thing  against  him  by  pro^ 
cess  or  any  other  way,  to  oppose  such  usurps 
Peter's      fttion  with  all  his  powcr  and  force*.     It  was 

Jished.      on  this  occasion  that  Edward  IIL  came  to  a 

resolution  of  putting  an  end  to  the  payment 

of  the  annual  tax  of  one  penny  upon  each 

house  for  the  support  of  an  English  college 

'  at  Rome,  commonly  called   Peter's   Pence, 


*  Cotton,  4Q  E.  3. 
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heptarchy  \ 


which  had  originated   in  the   time   of  the  chap. 


1366* 

At  this  period  it  is  that  the  memorable  wiciiffc. 
name  of  Wicliffe  first  occurs  in  the  annals  of 
our  country.  He  seized  the  present  occasion 
to  write  a  treatise  against  the  tribute  claimed 
by  Urban  V,  in  answer  to  an  argument  pub- 
lished by  an  English  monk  in  defence  of  the 
papal  demand  ^  He  had  before  distinguished 
himself  by  his  writings  against  the  cl^ms 
and  the  pretended  superior  holiness  of  the 
mendicant  friars  **,  following  in  these  produo- 
tions  the  steps  of  William  de  St.  Amour,  and 
Richard  archbishop  of  Armagh,  before  men^- ,. 
tioned*.     As  the  same  parliament  which  abo-.  Act  against 

*  ,     the  nicn- 

lished  king  John's  tribute,  made  a  law,  for-    ^^^^* 
bidding  the  mendicants  to  receive  any  scholar 
into  their  orders  under  the  age  of  eighteea 
years  \  we  may  with  some  degree  of  probar 
bility  infer,  that  Wicliffe  did  not  enter  into  ' 


'  Btrnesy  Book  III,  chap.  xiii.  §.  U 

«  Lewis,  Life  of  Wicliffe,  Chap.  II. 

*  Lewis,  Chap.  L  '  Chap  XXV. 

^  Cotton,  40  35.  3. 
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CHAP,  the  national  question  as  a  private  individual, 

:  but  more  probably  that  he  was  encouraged  to 

take  up  the  pen  by  the  king  or  his  ministers. 

Cenhis  of        WiclifFe  was  a  man  of  humble  birth,  but 
this  re- 
possessed of  the  most  transcendant  abilities. 

This  will  more  fully  appear  in  the  sequel  of 
what  we  shall  have  occasion  to  observe  re- 
specting him.  He  was  one  of  those  persons 
who  reflect  the  greatest  lustre  upon  the  coun- 
try which  was  so  fortunate  as  to  have  pro- 
duced them.  His  mind  was  scarcely  less 
original  than  that  of  Bacon  or  Shakespear  ; 
and  he  has  procured  for  this  island  the  envi- 
able distinction,  of  having  been  the  first  to 
break  the  chains  which  superstition  and  an 
hypocritical  policy  had  imposed  upon  the 
powers  of  investigation,  reasoning  and  the 
discovery  of  truth,  which  characterise  the  hu- 
man mind. 

The  contemporaries  of  Wicliffe  did  justice 
to  the  superiority  of  his  abilities.  The  monk- 
ish historians,  who  pour  out  every  kind  of 
virulence  and  invective  against  him,  yet  ap- 
pear at  a  loss  for  words  to  express  their  con- 
ception of  bi§  talents.     In  philosophy,  they 
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as  reckoned  second  to  none,  and 
in   the   depths  of   scholastic   reasoning  was  = 


tell  us,  he  was  reckoned  second  to  none,  and  chap. 

'  XXXill. 


without  a  peer..  His  powers  incessantly- 
goaded  him  to  surpass  others  in  the  subtlety 
of  his  knowledge  and  the  profoundness  of 
his  invention,  and  to  strike  into  the  paths  of 
new  and  original  opinions  \ 

He  accordingly  rose  early  to  the  greatest  His  eariy 
distinctions  which  the  university  of  Oxford, 
in  which  he  was  bred,  could  bestow  upon 
him.  In  136l,  when  he  was.  thirty-seven 
years  of  age,  he  was  elected  master  of  Baliol 
college  "*;  and  four  years  after  he  was  invited 
by  Simon  Islip  archbishop  of  Canterbury  to 
accept  the  function  of  warden  of  a  new  col- 
lege, -which  that  prelate  founded  in  the  uni- 
versity under  the  name  of  Canterbury  Hall "'. 
To  this  time  WiclifFe  was  conspicuous  only 
for  the  eminence  of  his  abilities,  the  pro- 
foundness of  his  disquisitions,  and  the  gravity 
and  elevation  of  his  unblemished  character^ 


^  }^mghton«  A.  D.  X382.  *  Lewb,  Chap.  I. 
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xx3an       "^^^  years  after  the  question  of  the  papal 
'  '  tribute,  we  find  him  dedicating  one  of  his 

HiscoDDcc-  works  to  John  of  Gaunt  ^     This  is  one  of 

tbn  with 

^ohn  of  the  first  unequivocal  symptoms  of  the  polili- 
cal  ascendancy  of  this  prince^  and  renders  it 
by  no  means  improbable  that  John  of  Gaunt 
was  concerned  in  the  spirited  measure  of  the 
abolition  of  the  papal  tribute.  The  connec- 
tion between  him  and  Wiclifie  for  several 
years  after  this  is  known  to  have  been  strict 
and  intimate* 
p^rdjuity         Thus  we   are  led  to  observe  one  of  the 

displayea 

^M^nt  principal  and  most  interesting  peculiarities  of 
h^^^L  this  accomplished  prince,  to  which  he  is  in^ 
debted,  perhaps  more  than  to  any  other,  for 
the  proverbial  eminence  which  he  has  con-» 
stantly  inherited  in  the  mouths  of  the  Eng* 
lish  people.  It  was  not  that  he  was  a  man 
of  great  splendour  and  magnificence  ;  it  was^ 
not  that  he  was  a  man  of  a  lofty  and  ele«^ 
vated  spirit ;  it  was  not  that  he  was  an  slqi^ 


i^vflsp  phap.  {I, 
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cG^fdished  soldier  j  other  princes  have  equal-*  chap; 
)ed»  petham  exceeded^  him  in  all  these  attri*  msBssaam 
butes*  B)A  the  faculty  by  which  he  discri- 
minated  the  aptan  of  aa  heaven-bom  mimi^ 
and  the  sentiiB^eai:  by  which  he  attached  him<« 
adf  to  sfcch  JBen,  and  they  became  attached 
to  hmiy  was  pieculiarly  his  own^  It  is  wkh 
Widifier  seated  on  his  right  hand»  and  Chaa- 
Car  pn  his  leftr^that  we  must  view  Jbhn  df 
Gauntj  if  we  would  enter  into  the  merits  of 
his  character. 

In  June  1370,  as  we  have  already  secn^  isTeT* 
Chaucer  was  employed  by  the  kmg  in  a  se- 
cret commission  to  the  continent.  This  may 
be  considered  as  a  further  indication  of  'the 
political  ascendancy  of  John  of  Gaunt^  hi» 
protector  and  friend. 

In  the  following  year  we  meet  with  a  very    ^^^^ 
curious  transaction,  whrch^  in  the  paucity  of  p*^^»*"*^»*- 

^  *  '  ary  rcmon- 

authentic  informstfion  that  Ims  counc  down  to  ""^^^  , 

against  tiie 

us^  we  can.  resort  to  conjecture  only  to  ex-  ^^j^^f' 
plain.     In  the  parliament  which  met  on  the  ^o"hJ*^f 
twenty-fourth   of  February,   the   lords  and  sScT''^ 
commons  represented  to  the  king,  tjiat  the 
government  of  the  realm  had  been  for  a  long 
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CHAP,  time  in  the  hands  of  men  of  the  church,  hf 

XXXIII.  ■ 

which  many  mischiefs  had  happened  in  tiitte 


J371. 


past,  and  more  might  happen   in  times  to 
come,  to  the  disherison  of  the  crown  and 
great  prejudice  of  the  kingdom :  they  there- 
fore petitioned  that  secular  men  only  might 
be  principal  oflScers  of  the  king's  court  and 
houshold,  as  particularly  chancellor,  treasurer^ 
deeper  of  the  privy  seal,  and  the  like^  and 
none  of  the  clergy  ^    To  this  application  the 
king   answered,  that   he  would  act  in  this 
Resignation  poiut  by  thc  advicc  of  his  council  ^     It  ap- 
cha^n^iior  pcars  howcvcr  by  the  records  ^,  that  in  the 
treasurer.   foUowiug  mouth  William  of  Wykeham  bi- 
shop  of  Winchester   resigned  the  office  of 
chancellor,  and  Thomas  Brentingham  bishop 
of  Exeter  the  staff  which  he  held  in  quality 
of  treasurer  of  the  realm. 
ciuwsof        This,  circumstance  must  necessarily  have 

this  rcvo.  ,     ,  .  ^  .  . 

lution,      originated  m  some  species  or  intrigue  or  con- 
federacy.     The  pariiaments  of  Edward  IIL 


•  Cotton,  45  Edv.  3. 

p  Rymer,  Tom.  VI,  4:5  Edv.  3,  Mar.  4.    Godwin,  De  Prae- 
'  ptilibufl  Angliae. 
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were  by  ho  means  so  powerful  as  to  be  en-  chap. 

XXXIII. 

abled  to  give  the  law  to  the  throne.     When  ■; 

they  appear  most  so  they  were  merely  the 
tools  to  some  clan  of  courtiers,  or  some  com-^ 
bination  of  the  great  barons  of  the  realm. 
Edward  III.  was  not  of  a  temper  inclining 
him  to  bend  to  the  insolence  of  a  democracy, 
or  to  consent  to  any  measure  at  the  will  of 
a  public  body,  which  he  had  not  been  previ- 
ously induced  to  approve.  The  most  natural 
solution  of  the  niystery,  and  that  which  ha3 
been  hinted  at  by  several  of  our  old  histo- 
rians, is  that  the  change  of  administration 
which  now  toqk  place,  originated  in,  and 
was  concerted  with,  John  of  Gaunt  duke  of 
Lancaster  \  : 

Two  motives  may  be  assigned  for  this  pro-  Ascend- 
ceeding  j  and  it  is  not  improbable  that  both    j^^ 
concurred  in   producing   it.     The   duke   of   thecoun- 
Lancaster  was  at  this  time  possessed  of  great    ^«  ^^^*^ 
power  and  influence,  and  was  consequently 


^  Parker,  De  Antiquitate  Britannicae  Eccles^,  Cap.  LVIII. 
Collier,  Ecclesiastical  {lidtory  of  Great  Britain,  Bocik  VJ^ 
•d  ann. 
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CHAP,  impatient  of  every  tiling  wkich  tended  to  tra* 
■t  '  Yerse  that  influence.     This  is  the  nature  of 

^^^^'    the  hum^u^  mind :  a  man  can  scarcely  be  a 
wise   or  a  good  man^  and  be  void  of  this 
sentiment.     He  must  have  plans  for  public 
honour,  improvement  ca:  happiness^  and  he 
cannot  ^siil  to  be  anxious  for  the  execution 
of  these  plans.     He  ought  to  be  easy  of  con- 
viction, eager  for  information^  and  fond  of 
that  collision  of  other  men's  babits^  of  think- 
ing and  his  own,  which  has  so  powerful  a 
tendency  to  elicit  truth.     But,  if  he  be  of  a 
cle»  and  maiUy  temper,  he  cannot  be  pleased 
to  have  his  projects  thwarted,  and  other  mea« 
sures,  which    his  understanding  oood^xms, 
substituted  in  their  room. 
HistorroT       The  most  fbrmiddrfe  rival  die   duke  of 
WyJwtaai.  Lancaster  could  have  to  encounter  in  his  fe^ 
theirs  favour  and  good  opinion  v^as  Wijiiam 
ci  Wykeham.     This  celebrated  personage, 
femineat  in  bis  own  times^  and  interesting  to 
pjQsterity  by  his  munificent  establishments  at 
Winchester. and  Oxford^  was  of  obscure  pa- 
rpntftgjs,  and  is  ^d  to  have  been  indebted  for 
such  an  education  as  h,e  received  to  the  cha* 
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titabk  interference  of  some  beneficent  patrofi  '•  c  h  a  p. 

xxxni. 
His  biographer,  as  we  have  seen,  congratulates 

him  on  the  advantage  of  never  having  attended 
the  lectures  of  any  university  \  and  his  con-*- 
temporaries,  in  an  age  in  which,  wherevef 
literature  was  possessed,  it  was  commonly 
possessed  in  an  eminent  degree,  were  accus- 
tomed to  call  him  unlearned.  It  cannot  be 
doubted  however  that  his  sagacity  and  ria^ 
tiual  abilities  were  extraordinary.  He  was 
early  placed  near  the  person  of  Edward  III  *; 
and  he  appears  particularly  to  have  won  the 
heart  of  this  splendid  monarch  by  his  skill 
in  architecture.  He  was  engaged  from  the 
year  1359  in  rebuilding  on  a  plan  of  his 
own  the  castle  at  Windsor  ** ;  and  that  illus- 
trious monument  of  aticient  art  remains  to 
this  day  for  the  most  part  in  the  state  in 
which  Wykeham    left    it.      He    also   built 


'  Lowth,  Life  of  Wykeham,  Sect.  L 
'^^Sm  Vol.  1,  Chap.  X,  p.  $15. 
*  Lowth,  ubi  supra, 
**  Walsinghaniy  ad-ann. 

VOL.  H.  '  F  F 
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CHAP.  aiK>ther  farourite  residence  for  his  mn&tttg  at 

XXXIII. 

;  Queenborough  m  the  (Jaunty  of  Kent  \ 

But  Wykeham  was  not  merely  an  archie 
tect;  he  Was  also  a  man  of  business,  and  m 
this  character  was  much  employed  and  pro* 
moted  by  Edward  IIL  It  is  easy  for  us  to 
raise  up  to  our  imagination  the  character  of 
a  man  of  this  sort«  He  was  sd>er,  sagacious 
and  penetrating;  with  no  mwcurialness  of 
temper  calculated  to  involve  him  in  disgrace> 
and  no  wanderings  of  theory  or  of  fancy^ 
which  might  plunge  him  into  error,  or  sub-^ 
ject  him  to  the  charge  of  fluctuation  and 
versatility^  Handsome  he  appears  tb  have 
been,  and  tall;  with  a  gravity  of  countenance 
fitted  to  keep  impertiiaence  at  a  distance,  and 
a  plausibility  of  manner  which*  with  the  ge* 
nftrality  of  observers,  has  a  ttiore  imposing 
effect  than  all  the  flights  of  genius  and  all 
the  ardour  and  enterprise  of  virtue*  So  wary 
was  he  as  a  politician,  that  history  has  doubt-* 


vfn*\  n«    iw%  ilMllwl 


*  liOwUi^  ubi  8iqpra» 
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ed  to  rank  him  either  among  the  supporters  chap. 
or  opposers  of  Wicliffe  j  yet  wc  shall  see  j 
reason  in  the  sequel  tp  convince  u6  that  in 
4  cautious  arid  prudent  wiy  he  enlisted  him- 
self with  the  persecutors  of  the  new  isect 
It  is  indeed  natural  to  suppose  that  a  man  dT 
his  grave  and  calm  disposition,  fond  of  auf 
thprity  and  power,  and  occupying  so  high  a 
situation  in  the  church,  woyld  adhere  ratheif 
to  the  party  that  was  anxious  to  preserve 
the  prerogatives  and  splendour  of  the  body 
of  which  he  was  a  member,  than  to  those 
who  were  desirous  to  reduce  it  to  its  primi- 
tive simplicity.  Wykeham's  habits  of  busi- 
iiMs  were  early  and  inveterate  ;  his  very  re-* 
laxations  werd  elaborate ;  and  the  cast  of  his 
mind  led  him,  in  his  hours  of  leisure,  to  de- 
light in  drawing  plans  of  buildings  of  which 
he  was  to  be  the  founder,  and  constructing 
laws  of  discipline  which  he  was  to  see  carried 
loto  action,  and  by  which  he  was  to  direct 
societies  ci  men  even  after  he  should  ceas^  to 
exists 

*.i. >"  '  '    '     '      '  '"  ■    ■  ■! 

»  Lowth,  Sect.  VI, 
F  F  a 
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xxxliL  ^    Such  was  the  favourite  of   the   matufef 
rni  '  y^^  of  Edward  III.     The  king  thought  he 
his-nif.    could  not ,  do  enough  for  a  man  whom  he 
prefer,    foupd  lu  80  mauy  ways  useful  to  him.     By 
his  own  certificate  delivered  in  to  his  ordinary 
before  he  was  bishop  of  Winchester,  it  ap- 
pears that  he  possessed  benefices  to  the  im- 
mense amount  of  £.873  :  0  :  ST;  that  is,  of 
our  money  thirteen  thousand  and  one  hun- 

Hi9  political  dred  pounds  per^  annum.      His   secular  re- 
revenues. 

venues,  as  keeper  of  the  privy  seal,  principal 
secretary  of  state,  and  clerk  of  the  works, 
are  not  included  in  this  account. 

Still  however  the  king  was  desirous  of 
conferring  upon  him  something  more  per- 
manent or  more  elevated;  and  there  was  no- 
thing that  so  truly  possessed  these  character- 
istics, as  some  of  the  higher  stations  in  the 
church*  Wykeham  was  all-powerful  with 
his  masta:,  and  had  made  his  choice  ;  he  re- 
solved to  be  bishop  of  Winchester,  in  which 
city  he  had  been  educated,  and  at  a  village 


^  l^owth,  Sect.  I. 
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hi  the   neighbourhood    of  which    he    was  chap. 

^  XXXIII. 

The  holder  of  this  bishopric  died  in  Oc-  is  made  w. 
tober  1306.  The  -king  immediately  issued  wincbc». 
his  cong^  d'^lire  to  the  persons  who  had  the 
right  of  electing  a  successor ;  the  recom- 
mendation, of  Edward  III.  was  unanimously- 
complied  with*  J  and  Wykeham  reached  the 
great  object  of  his  ambition.  But  in  these 
times  it  was  customary  to  obtain  the  pope's 
bull  permitting  the  bisjiop  elect  to  be  con- 
secrated ;  and  Wykeham  could  not  hope  for 
that  respect  among  his  brethren  of  the  bench, 
which  was  the  idol  of  his  heart,  if  he  did 
not  pass  through  the  customary  form.  It 
happened,  as  we  have  already  seen,  that  the 
king  was  at  this  time  deeply  involved  in  a 
controversy  with  the  pope  5  and  it  was  to  be 
expected  that  the  sovereign  pontiiF  would 
make  his  conferring  any  benefit  upon  the  fa- 
vourite minister  of  Edward  III.  the  price  of 
$pme  concession  to  be  yielded  by  that  mon- 


•  Lowth,  Sect.  II. 
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CHAP,  ardbi.     What  ia  other  cafies  was  commonly 

XXXIII.  ^        ^ 

deemed  a  matter  of  course,  was  thus  in  the 
present  instance  raised  into  in  affair  of  deli-* 
cacy.  In  this  emergency  the  king  applied  to 
the  duke  of  ^ourbon,  one  of  th^  hostages  fb^ 
the  ransom  of  John  king  of  France,  who  was 
now  on  a  leave  of  absence  in  that  country ; 
and  the  duke  made  a  journey  to  Avignon, 
where , the  pope  resided,  fot  the  express  pur*- 
pose  of  bringing  him  to  compliance.  The 
point  was  adjusted  ^ ;  and  the  price  of  the 
duke  of  Pourbofi's  interference  seems  to  havie 
been  his  being  admitted  to  ransom  in  the 
flowing  year  \  Froissatt,  the  telater  of  thia 
9tory,  and  who  was  at  this  time  actually  t^^ 
siding  a|;  the  court  pf  London^  iiitroduces 
the  person  of  th^  bishc^  elect  in  these  terms* 
"  Now  there  r^ned  in  England  a  priest,  by 
,  name  William  of  Wicai^.  This  Wkan  was 
|n  so  entire  possession  of  the  royal  fkvdur^ 
that  every  thing  was  dotie  by  hnn,  and  with- 
out him  v^^s  nothing  dcMae/* 


*  Froissart,  Vol.  I,  Chap,  ccxlix. 

t  Rymer,  I'om.  VI,  42  Edv.  3,  Jan,  2%. 
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Thie  series  of  Wykdiam's  secular  promo-  chap. 

XXXIII. 

tion$  was  as  follows.     In  136Q  he  was  apnr as 

pointed  clerk  of  the  wodcs  j  in.  1364  keeper  His  offices 
4y£  the  privy  seal,  and  secretary  of  state  ;  and 
in  1367  chancellor  *• 

Such   was  the   minister  whom   John  of  contrast 
Gaunt  undertook  to  displace.     The  contra*    I^*««f 

*  Gaunt 

riety  of  their  views  was  natural  and  unavoid-^    ^"^i. 

'  Wyke- 

able,  Edward  III.  at  this  period  of  his  life  ^*"- 
loved  repose,  and  Wykeham  was  a  minister 
fitted  to  indulge  the  propensities  of  his  master. 
Wykeham  had  no  passions  adapted  to  lead- 
him  into  bold  and  dangerous  ways.  He  was 
a  lover  of  money,  of  magnificence,  and  of 
an  established  and  unquestioned  respect  and 
authority.  His  maxim  will  be  perceived  to 
have  been,  not  to  remove  even  an  abuse  that 
appeared  useful.  John  c£  Gaunt  was  of  a 
vctf  of^osite  temper.  He  was  in  the  vigour 
of  his  youth,  and  burned  with  ambiticwi  and 
a  desire  to  signaHse  himself.  His  favourite 
xdaxation  was  in    the   society  of  men  of 


*  Lowth,  Sect.  I,  II. 
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CHAP 
XXXllL 

1371- 


literary  genius ;  he  contemplated  their  im- 
provements and  discoveries  with  delight,  and 
felt  anxiouarto  draw  something  from  them 
for  the  honour  and  advantage  of  his  country. 
It  was  not  his  object,  as  it  was  that  of  Wyke^ 
ham,  to  pass  through  life  respected  and  un- 
questioned ;  he  was  desirous  to  leave  a  track 
of  splendour  and  unanticipated  benefits  be-- 
hind  him. 
Contrivance      By  mcaus  of  the  representation  of  the  two 

forthedis-  . 

mission  of  cstatcs  lu  parliament,  an  easy  and  decent  fall 

Wykcham.  ^  '  \ 

was  contrived  for  the  king  s  favourite.  It 
appears  as  if  the  measure  were  concerted 
between  all  the  three  parties ;  Wykeham  wa6 
pleased  that  he  was  not  dismissed  by  his 
master ;  and  Edward  III.  consented  to  enter 
willingly  into  a  proceeding  which  had  the 
appearance  of  being  dictated  to  him.  Parlia^ 
ment  passed  no  censure  upon  the  minister, 
but  pointed  their  proscription  at  the  order  to 
which  he  belonged.  The  king  loved  his 
minister ; .  but  he  had  a  still  stronger  affection 
for  his  able  and  accomplished  son.  The 
whole  transaction  appeared  the  less  invidious, 
a;  J^hri  of  GaMnt  was  at  this  time  employed 
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on  the  continent;  and,  so  far  from   there  ^^^^j^- 

beinff  an  absolute  breach  between  him  and ' 

,  ...  \^T^' 

Wykeham,  he  made  a  point,  in  leaving  the 

kingdom  in  1373  aiid  13; 5,  to  appoint  the 
bishop  of  Winchester  one  of  the  trustees  and 
attorneys  for  him  in  his  absence  **. 

There    h  yet  another   point ,  of  view  in  ^^"j",*"^ 
which  the  parliamentary  representation  here    J!,™nrr^ 
spoken  of  may  be  considered,  and  in  which    JS^^,^. 
it  is  still  more  worthy  of  our  remark  and    ^*^ 
attention.     One  of  the  many  causes  of  the 
ascendancy  of  t)ie  clergy  in  the  dark  ages 
was,  that  the  learning  of  the  times  being  en- 
grossed by  them,  they  were  ordinarily  the 
only  persons  found  qualified  to  fill  even  the 
<:ivil  offices  of  the  state.  They  were  our  his- 
torians, our  fine  writers,  and  our  poets ;  and 
they  alone  possessed  the   degree  of  general 
knowledge  and  of  practice  in  business,  which 
was  necessary  in  public  aflfairs-     Now  that 
ithe  time  was  come  when  other  candidates 


^  Rymer,  Tom.  VII,  47Edv.  3,  Mai.  12;  and  49Edv.  3, 
>Iar.  1. 
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XKxin.  ^g^t  perfiaps  with  equal  advantage  have 
■-  altered  the  lists  with  them,  hatnt,  as  usually 

happens  in  matters  of  this  sort,  prevauled, 
and  churchman  succeeded  churchman,  un- 
questioned, and  as  if  by  an  essential  law  of 
diplomatical  succession.  It  became  a  part,  as 
it  were,  of  the  religion  of  our  ancestors  to 
see  high  office  combined  with  the  clerical  cha- 
racter ;  and  it  appeared  a  sort  of  sacrilege  in 
their  eyes,  to  behold  a  chancellor  of  the 
realm,  or  a  treasurer  of  the  public  revenues, 
otherwise  habited  than  in  the  vestments  and 
tochet  of  a  dignified  clergyman.  The  eccle- 
iMastical  order,  we  may  be  certain,  were  suf- 
ficiently willing  to  encourage  prejudices  aris- 
ing from  this  source  and  reluctant  to  part 
with  one  of  the  fairest  appendages  df  th«r 
Tocation  :  so  that  it  came  to  be  thought  that 
they,  and  only  they,  had  integrity  enough 
for  the  discharge  of  so  important  a  trust,  and 
that  to  withhold  it  from  them  was  to  rob 
them  of  their  right,  and  to  draw  down  lipon 
the  daring  innovator  who  should  attempt  it 
the  signal  vengeance  of  their  invisible  and 
almighty  master. 
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We  may  if^ell  be  surprised  then  to  see  tte  c  m  a  p. 
parlitment  of  1371  abruptly  and  at  once  en-»  j 

tering  a.  rule  of  gener^J  proscription  against  ongm^ 
them  t  and|  c6muUing  the  series  of  public    timentv 
events,  we  may  reasonably  class  this  as  one 
symptom  of  the  progress  of  the  opinions  and 
dogmas  of  WiclifFe,     Wicliffe  indeed  was  as 
yet  new  to  the  great  world ;  and  it  is  perhaps 
impossible  to  trace  any  of  those   positions 
which  were  original  and  exclusively  his  own, 
so  far  back  as  to  this  period.    But  the  mighty 
germ  of  innovation  of  which  he  was  the  au-  ' 
thor,  was  no  doubt  before  this  fermenting  in 
his  mind ;  and  the  history  of  this  admirable 
hero  of  intellect  has  never  yet  been  investi- 
gated with  suflScient  patience  and  perspicacy, 
to  furnish  us  with  the  eitact  series  of  the 
events   of  his   life.      When   he  began   his 
preaching,  we  know  that  the  progress  of  his 
tenets  was  little  less  than  miraculous ;  and  it 
is  under  the  date  of  1382,  only  eleven  years 
after  this    transaction,    that   Knighton    the 
monkish  historian  assures  us,  that  every  se- 
cond man  throughout  England  was  a  Lollard. 
The  vote  of  1371  is  strongly  impressed  wit]^ 
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xxxin!  ^^  stamp  of  Wicliffe*8  intrepidity,  and  deci- 
■  sion  ;  and  we  may  justly  conclude  that  it  was 

not  passed  without  his  participation,  and  that 
at  the  period  which  was  found  ripe  for  such 
a  measure  he  had  already  formed  a  very  con- 
aderable  party. 
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XXXIV. 

1871. 


DISASTROUS  CAMPAIGN  OF  1372. 


In  the  close  of  the  year  1371,  the  new-  ^5^^- 
titled  king  of  Castille,  with  his  brother  the 
earl  of  Cambridge,  and  their  brides,  came 
over  to  England ;  the  alleged  motive  being 
to  consult  with  his  father  and  the  govern^ 
ment  respecting  the  plan  of  the  ensuing  cam- 
paign*. He  left  the  command  of  Aquitaine  Captaiqf 
during  his  absence  in  the  hands  of  the  captal    ^^th»^ 

«  ,  *  cominaiMl 

of  Buche,  the  ablest  and  most  renowned  of   »« Aqui- 


the  soldiers  now  living  who  had  served  under 
Edward  III.     The  fate  of  sir  John  Chandos  Deathofcir 

Walter 

has  already  been  mentioned  j  and  sir  Walter    Manny, 
Manny  died  at  an  advanced  age  in  this  year  *• 

•  Froissarty  Chap,  cccu, 
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CHAP.      The  operations  fixed  upon  for  the  year 

XXXIV. 

1372  were  similar  to  those  employed  in 
Plan  of  the  iS/o.  A  Urge  army  was  destined  to  march 
«a«npa>«°*  f^Qm  Calais  under  the  command  of  John  of 
Gaunt,  to  annoy  the  enemy,  and  defy  him 
at  the  gates  of  his  capital ;  while  the  earl  of 
Pembroke,  the  king*8  son-in-law,  was  sent 
with  a  considerable  reinforcement,  to  enable 
the  towns  of  Aquitaine  to  hold  out  against 
any  forces  that  might  be  ^)rought  against 
them\ 
^^f  But  however  vigorous  and  extensive  were 
**^*'  the  preparations  on  the  part  of  England,  the 
r^ult  was  one  unvaried  chain  of  calamities* 
The  earl  of  Pembroke  reached  Rochelle  with 
his  convoy  and  a  considerable  fleet  on  the 
twenty-second  of  June ;  but  here  he  found 
an  enemy  waiting  for  him,  whom  he  had 
by  no  means  expected.  Henry  of  Traijista- 
mare,  the  reigning  king  of  Castille  and  Leon, 
had  been  highly  exasperated  at  the  intelli- 
gence of  John  of  Gaunt  having  assumed  his 


^  Froissart,  Cfaap«  ccdi.. 
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title$9  and  immediately  by  way  of  revenge  c  h  a  il 
entered  into  a  treaty  of  close  alliance  with  „ „— ^ 
Charles  V.  of  France*     In  execution  of  thi$    ^^^^ 
treaty  he  sent  a  navy  of  forty  strong  ships  to 
wait  the  arrival  of  the  earl  of  Pembroke  off 
Rochelle.     A  desperate  battle  ensued,  which 
continued  for  two  days,  and  ended  in  the 
entire  destruction  or  capture  of  the  English 
fleet.     The  use  of  artillery  is  said  to  have 
materially  contributed  to  the  victory  of  the 
Spaniards  *'. 

Nothing   could  have   been   more  critical  it$  diiai. 
than  this  disaster.     The  towns  of  Aquitaine  »e^u«»«». 
were  deprived  of  the  expected  succours ;  the 
abettors  of  the  English  party  in  that  country 
were  discouraged  j  and  the  scale  of  events, 
which  already  leaned   toward    the  side   of 
France,  seemed  now  to  be  incapable  of  re* 
covering  its  equilibrium.  Du  Guesclin,  whop^c«c». 
had   been  appointed  constable  of  France  %  stbiHr 
was  anxious  to  put  a  period  to  the  war.     He    '^'^ 
had  already  taken  some  considerable  towns. 


^  Froissart)  Ciiap.  cccii,  ccdrt  *  DitlQ,  Chap»  ccsc 
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CHAP,  when  an  accident  occurred,  not  less  decisive 
;  of  the  fortune  of  the  English  arms  than  the 


xxxiv. 


captaiof    defeat  of  our  navy.     The  captal  of  Buche, 
ttadlTpru  commander   in  chief  of  the  forces   of  Ed- 


soner. 


ward  III,  was  surprised  in  an  excursion  with 
a  small  party  of  soldiers,  and  made  prisoner  of 
war%  The  garrisons  of  Aquitaine  were  left 
without  a  head,  and  every  thing  fell  into 
Hitcata-     irretrievable  confusion.     It  is  worth  while  to 

strophe.  . 

suspend  our  narrative  tor  a  moment  to  re- 
mark, that  this  gallant  soldier,  who  thus  be- 
came lost  to  the  English,  signalised  a  few 
years  afterward  the  tenderness  and  warmth 
of  his  disposition,  when,  on  receiving  intel- 
ligence in  his  confinement  of  the  death  of 
the  Black  Prince,  he  refused  all  sustenance, 
and  voluntarily  followed  his  beloved  masta: 
to  the  grave  \ 
Towns  of  The  towns  of  Aquitaine  now  fell  rapidly 
^qmfiwnc  .^^^  ^^^  hands  of  the  French  army.    Poitiers, 

St.  Jean  d'Angely,  Angouleme,  Xaintes  and 


«  Froissart,  Chap.  cccx. 

'Barnes, Book  IV,  Chap,  xiii,  }.  5. 
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Roclj^le  were  number^  among  the  trophies  chap, 
of  their  stiujcess.     Yet  most  of  these  pkce$s==^ 
fell  sacrifices  rather  to  the  gold,  than  the    ^^^^' 
pr<y^cps,  Qf  the  ^emy  ^  The  constable  next  siege  of 

^__.  Thouars. 

§at  down  before  T^ouars,  to  which  the  greater 
part  of  the  k>rd»  who  still  adhered  to  the  £ng^ 
li^h  cause  fead  retired.  tJnder  the  present 
unfortunate  ^  circumstances  however,  they 
were  speedily  driyen  to  capitulate  with  the 
enemy  for  leave  to  send  intelligence  of  their 
situation  toXondon,  agreeing  that^  unless  the 
king  of  England  or  one  of  hjis  sons  should 
arrive  with'  succours  in  the  interval,  they 
would  open  their  gates  to  Du  Guesdin  on 
the  twcnty-jninth  of  September^. 

lohn   of  Gaunt  for  some  cause  had  not  £<Hrard  m, 

^  .  /  withtlie 

yet  sailed  with  bis  army  for  Calais.    Perhaps,  t^^ 
before  it  was  completely  ready,  the  news  ^^^^ 
from  Aquitaioe  was   considered  as  so  dis-  *^^^ 
tressful,  as  to  make  the  projected  diversion  ^^f^^S 
in  the  north  of  France  no  longer  advisablet  '^^^' 
Edward  III.  ijnmediately  ordered  the  army 


'  Froissart^  Chap,  cccixi  cqcx.        '^  Froissart^  Chap.cccxi. 
VOL.  II.  G  G 
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c  H  A  P.  destined  for  that  expedition  to  hold  itself  m 
readiness  to  sail  for  the  relief  of  Thouars. 
In  addition  to  its  numbers  he  caused  a  general 
enrolment  to  be  made  of  all  the  able  bodied 
men  throughout  his  realm';  and  at  length 
there  sailed  from  Sandwrch  on  the  thilti^th 
of  August  an  army  only  inferior  to  the  me- 
morable equipment  of  the  autumn  of  the  year 
1359,  in  which  Chaucer  had  been  enlisted. 
The  venerable  old  king  w^ent  himself  on 
board  with  his  two  sons,  the  king  of  Cas- 
tille  and  the  carl  of  Cambridge.  Even  the 
Black  Prince  tore  himself  fix)m  his  chamber 
of  sickness,  and  resolved  once  more  to  en- 
counter the  constable  of  France,  whom  he 
had  formeriy  vanquished,  but  who  now 
threatened  to  eclipse  his  martial  fame. 
driven  back      A  Still  morc  extraordinary  fatality  pursued 

winds,  in  this  instance  the  efforts  of  the  English 
arms.  The  fleet  on  board  whick  this  army 
was  embarked,  beat  about  at  sea  with  con- 
trary winds  for  nearly  a  month,  without  being 


'  Barnes,  Book  IV,  Chap,  ix,  §.  20. 
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able  to  make  any  port  in  France*  Edward  III.  ^j^^- 
saw  that  it  was  impossible  to  reach  Thouars 


by  the  day  appointed,  and  resolved  to  re-  He  retumt 
turn  home  K  Perhaps,  according  to  t;he  su- 
perstition of  the  times,  the  adverse  winds  ' 
with  which  they  contended,  were  considered 
as  a  declaration  of  heaven  against  their  un- 
dertaking. It  may  be  believed  that  if  John 
of  Gaunt,  a  young  prince  of  high  spirit,  in 
perfect  health,  and  only  thirty-two  years  of 
age,  had  had  the  sole  command,  so  mighty 
a  preparation  would  not  have  returned  thus 
ingloriously  into  harbour.  But  the  old  king 
was  broken  in  health,  afflicted  at  the  incurable 
infirmity  of  hi$  eldest  son,  had  retired  from 
the  direction  of  public  affairs,  and  was  sunk 
in  mind  by  the  repeated  miscarriages  of  his 
arms.  Thus  the  obstinacy  and  firowardness 
of  his  age  set  a  seal  upon  the  loss  of  those 
provinces  in  Friance,  which  his  prowess  and 
vigour  had  form^ly  acquired. 


^  Froistfart,  uU  supra. 

Q  G  a 
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CHAP.  XXXV. 


EXPEDITION  OF  THE  KING  OF  CASTILLE.— TRUCE 
BETWEEN  FRANCE  AND  ENGLAND.  —  CHAUCER 
m  ITALY.-lNTERVrEW  WITH  PETRARCA. 


CHAP. 
XXXV. 


France, 


i  HE  4a«t  Campaign  of  thi$  eveti«fttl  axul 
237S.  ^saM:it>u^  war  was  in  the  year  1373.     The 
^i^hof   *^^g  of  C&rtilte  ftow  r^ssutncd  the  plan  in 
Jhroy*'^<^i<^  h«  l^^d  already  engaged,  of  a  inarch 
-through  France.     He  ^aw  how  despeiiate  the 
state  of  the  English  affairs  in  that  country 
had  become,  and  felt  that  there  wiis  no  other 
I'eftifedy  in  his  power,     A  war  of  sieges  for 
the  recovery  of  Aquitaine  would  probably, 
according  to  the  maxims  of  war  which  now 
obtain,  have  been  unadvisable ;    but  in  the 
penod  of  which  we  are  treating  it  was  alto- 
gether impossible.     Neither  the  revenues  of 
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DOT  tbe  conditicms  on  which  th 
armies 'served  in  the  field,  would  allow  it» 


our  kings,  nor  the  conditicms  on  which  their  chap. 

°  '  XXXV. 


1373 
The  English  commander,  at  the  head  of 

thirty  thousand  men,  commenced  his  expe-* 
dition  from  Calais,  and  directed  his  marcb  ' 
through  Artois,  Picardy,  Champagne,  Bur* 
gundy,  the  Lyonnois,  Auvergne  and  Li- 
mousin^  concluding  this  extensive  course, 
which  occupied  a  period  of  between  three 
and  four  months,  at  Bourdeaux  \  Though 
the  French  armies  had  been  continually  im- 
proving, in  courage,  and  by  means  of  the 
growing  unanimity  of  every  part  of  the  king^ 
dom,  and  though  they  were  commanded  by 
Du  Guesclin,  who  is  said  to  have  been  the 
first  consummate  general  that  had  appeared  in 
Europe,  yet  the  king  of  Castille  sufiered  little 
molestation  in  his  march,  and  sustained  no 
other  losses  (though  these  wei^e  by  no  means 
inconsiderable)  than  seemed  unavoidably  at- 
tendant upon  so  vast  an  undertaking*  He 
hoped  by  so  galling  an  insult  to  have  pro* 


*  FroisBxrt,  Ch^>.  cccxyi^  cccxvii. 
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c  HAP-  voked  the  French  to  a  battle ;  but  this  was  by 
>xxxv.  '  ^  ^  ' 

no  means   accordant  to   the   disposition   of 
Charles  V.     If  he  failed  in  this,  he  at  least 
pleased  himself  with  the  idea  that  the  plan 
of  his  campaign  was  what  no  other  general 
hostile  to  France  had  ever  executed,  conceiv- 
ing- that,  by  so  comprehensive  an  undertak- 
ing, if  the  issue  of  the  war  must  be  unfor- 
tunate, he  should  best  preserve  it  from  the 
appearance  of  dishonour. 
^^*'         The  English  army  reached  Bourdeaux  in 
the  beginning  of  November.     This  was  the 
last  considerable  attempt  on  the  part  of  Ed- 
ward III.  against  the  dominions  of  France. 
Negociations  for  peace  were  sopn  after  opea* 
ed  between  the  two  crowns;  and,  particu- 
larly during    the   greater   part  of  the  year 
1375,  conferences  were  held  at  Bruges,  be* 
tween  the  king  of  Castille  and  the  duke  of 
Burgundy,  younger  brother  to  the  king  of 
France  ^     But  these  led  to  no  perfect  con- 
clusion.    Edward  HI,  indignant  at  the  scan- 


*  Froissart,  Chap,  cccxx,  cccj(xh. 
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dishonoufable  way  in  vrhiclr  the 
war  had  begun,  could  not  prevail  upon  him-  - 


dalous  and  dishonourable  way  in  which  the  c  h  a  p. 

^  XXXV.: 


1373 

self  to  entertain  any  other  terms  than  those 
of  the  treaty  of  Bretigni ;  while  Charles  V. 
was  dbposed  to  dfetate  like  a  conqueror,  to 
retaiu  all  the  acquisitions  he  had  made,  and 
to  insist  upon  the  demolition  of  Calais,  the 
possession  of  which  by  the  English  he  viewed 
with  great  impatience,  as  affording  them  at 
all  times  a  ready  entrance  for  invading  his 
dominions  ""•  Bayonne  and  Bourdeaux,  two 
capital  towns  which  we  still  possessed  to  the 
south-west  of  France,  made  no  part  of  the 
subject  of  these  discussions :  the  sovereign  of 
that  country  did  not  yet  think  the  English 
suflSciently  humbled  to  resign  such  valuable 
possessions. 

Peace  between  two  sovereigns,  whose  ideas  Tmce  bc- 

^  iwccn 

were  at  present  so  discordant  from  each  other,    England 
being  impossible,  the  only  expedient  which    J'^^^^*- 
offered   in   its  place    was  that  of  a    truce. 
This  was  accordingly  resorted  to,  and  after- 


*^  Froissart,  Chap,  cccxxiv. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


45«  LIFE  Of  CHAXJCEHi 

citAP.  w&rd  continued  by  various  {Mt>biigMi(Mi$  to 

i Ithe  first  of  April  1377  **. 

Rcflectioi;!.  The  war  of  1 369  for  preserving  the  Eng* 
Hsh  acquisitions  in  France  wa^  more  strenu- 
ous, and  carried  on  with  more  method,  per- 
severance and  activity,  than  the^  wars  in  which 
they  had  been  obtained.  The  expedition  of 
the  king  of  Castille  in  1 3/3  was  of  the  pame 
nature  as  those  which  led  to  the  victories  of 
Cresey,  Poitiers  and  Azincour,  but  conducted 
with  more  judgment,  since  in  those  instance* 
the  French  had  no  such  general  as  Ehi  Gues- 
clin  to  oppose  to  the  invader,  and  since  it  is 
universally  acknowledged  that  in  each  of 
them,  if  the  French  had  refused  to  fight,  the 
En^i$h  armies  must  have  been  reduced  to 
surrender  prisoners  of  war.  No  human  abi- 
lities, with  the  slender  and  temporary  re- 
sources which  were  then  capable  of  being 
called  forth,  could  have  preserved  the  pro- 
vince of  Aquitaine,  against  the  cautious  and 


*  Rymer,  Tom.  VII,  49  Edv.  S,  Feb.  J 1,  and  Jun.  27  i  W 
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crafty  measures  of  Charles  V,  the  gen«:ald»ip  c  «^^. 
<)£  Du  Gue«clin,  and  the  prevalent  disaflEec-=  _  ^ 
tion  of  the  lords  and  inhabitants  6f  the  coun- 
try we  had  to  maintain.  Yet,  such  is  the 
delusive  brilliancy  which  attends  upon  suc- 
cess, the  eulogiums  are  endless  which  are 
pronounced  upon  the  lucky  temerity  of  Ed- 
ward IIL  and  the  Black  Prince,  while  the 
war  of  1 369  is  passed  over  by  our  historians 
with  unintelligible  brevity,  and  the  astonish- 
ing march  of  1373  has  never  received  the 
slightest  tribute  of  applause. 

In  the  close  of  the  preceding  year  we  find  chauow 
Chaucer  nominated   an    envoy  to  the  re-    ambassa. 

dor  to 

public  of  Genoa*.     To  understand  the  dis-    Genoa. 
tinction  which   this  appcmitment  bestowed 
upon  him,  we  must  not  consider  Genoa  as  importance 
she  has  appeared  in  later  times,   but  must    public 

during 

recollect  her  as  she  was  in  the  twelfth,  thir-    the  reign 

'  ofthe 

teenth  and  fourteenth  centuries,  when  she    Pi^ntogc- 

nets, 

thought  herself  entitled  to  ^ve  laws  to  the 
world.     Genoa,  Venice,  and  the  other  mari- 


'■  Appendix,  No,  VII. 
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CHAP,  time  states  of  Italy,  were  indebted  for  tlieir 
xxxv.  . 

consequence  to  the  crusades,  which,  while 

137S 

they  vexed  and  impoverished  the  greater 
kingdoms  of  Europe,  brought  to  these  ports, 
particularly  by  the  demand  they  created  for 
hiring  transport-vessels,  an  immense  acqui- 
sition of  wealth  and  power.  Narrow  in  its 
domestic  territory,  Genoa  was  great  and  for- 
midable by  its  foreign  settlements  and  pos- 
sessions. The  Genoes?  obtained,  from  the 
concession  of  the  Greek  emperor,  the  city  of 
Smyrna  in  Asia  Minor,  and  the  suburb  of 
Pera  adjoining  to  Constantinople ;  and,  hav- 
ing  fortified  this  suburb,  they  were  enabled 
occasionally  to  overawe  the  capital  itself. 
They  acquired  possession  of  Caffa  in  the 
Crimea,  of  Ceuta  and  Tripoli  in  Barbary, 
and  of  the  Greek  islands  of  Lesbos  and 
Mitylene  \  They  were  not  less  distinguish- 
ed for  courage  than  for  industry ;  and  ac- 
cordingly, while  they  enriched  themselves  by- 


.  '  Gibbon,   Chap.  LXIIT.     Anderson,  A.  D.   1231,  1261, 
1355. 
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being  tlie  brokers  of  the  world,  they  dif-  c  h  a  p. 
fused  widely  the 'terror  of  their  name  by  the* 
gallantry  of  their  soldiers,  and  their  astonish- 
ing naval  victories. 

During  the  reign  of  Edward  II,  and  still  connecti«m 
more  during  that  of  Edward  III,  we  find  ^^"^ 
them  by  our  records  repeatedly  engaged  in  ^**'*- 
treaties  with  this  country  K  The  objects  of 
these  treaties  are  variously,  compensations  to 
the  Genoese  for  injuries  done  to  them  by 
the  English,  stipulations  for  neutrality  on 
their  part  during  the  contention  between 
France  and  England,  and  contracts  for  hiring 
from  them  ships  of  war  to  reinforce  our  ar- 
maments. In  all  these  treaties  express  en- 
gagements are  entered  into  for  the  security 
of  the  merchant-ships  of  Genoa,  while  no- 
thing of  a  similar  nature  is  demanded  on  be- 
half of  England  ;  which,  it  has  been  observ- 
ed \  is  a  clear  proof  that  the  trade  which 
existed  between  the  two  countries  was  en- 


«  Rymer,  Tom.  Ill,  10  Edv.  2,  Jul.  16,  18  5   Tom.  IV, 
10  Edv.  S,  Jul.  4)  Tom.  VI,  45  Edv-  3,  Feb.  1. 
^  Anderson   A*  D^  1372. 
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embassy. 


LIFE  OF  CHAUCER. 

tircly  carried  on  in  Genoese  bottoms.  Dur- 
ing the  war  for  the  monarchy  of  France,  the 
Genoese  occasionally  disposed  of  their  vessels 
to  both  the  contending  parties.  For  the 
service  of  the  siege  of  Calais  in  1347  we  find 
Edward  III.  hiring  from  the  Genoese  twelve 
gallies  completely  manned  and  equipped  *| 
and  in  November  1372  a  similar  contract  ap- 
pears to  have  been  made,  the  king  having 
constituted  by  patent  Peter  de  Campo  Fre- 
goso,  brother  to  the  doge  of  Genoa,  com- 
mander in  chief  of  the  Genoese  vessels  in  his 
service,  and  sir  James  Pronan,  probably^an 
Englishman,  his  lieutenant  \ 

Judging  from  the  rank  of  the  admiral  of 
this  squadron,  we  may  conclude  that  the  ^id 
thus  hired  from  the  Genoese  was  by  no 
means  inconsiderable.  Meanwhile,  thfe  re- 
public  having  frequently  found  occasion  to 
complain  of  the  depredations  committed  upon 
them  by  the  less  commercial  and  more  lawless 


'  Rymer,  Tom.  V,  21  Edv.  3,  Apr.  13. 
^  Ditto,  Tom.  VI,  46  Kdv.  3,  Nov.  22>  28. 
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English  ^9  thi$  was  deemed  a  fit  time  for  plao  c  h  a  p^ 
ing  the  mercantile  connection  of  the  twot        1- 

1373 

countries  upon  a  more  unquestionable  foot- 
ing. Accordingly,  in  the  following  months 
a  commission  was  made  out  to  three  persons 
to  proceed  as  envoys  to  Genoa,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  a^eeing  upon  some  town  or  spot  on 
the  seancoast  of  our  island,  at  which  the  Ge- 
noese mi^t  establish  a  regular  factory ;  as 
well  as  for  ascertaining  the  franchises,  liber- 
ties and  immunities,  to  be  enjoyed  by  th^ 
citizens  of  the  republic,  in  their  intended 
English  factory,  and  in  all  other  places  of 
the  kingdom  to  which  they  inight  resort  for 
the  purposes  of  commerce.  The  envoys  w^re  Hkcoi. 
three  :  first,  sir  JaiAes  Pronan  was  taken  from 
his  station  as  vice-admiral  of  the  Genoese 
auxiliaries,  to  be  put  at  the  head  of  the  em- 
bassy :  the  second  in  the  enumeration  is  John 
de  Mari,  a  citizen  of  Genoa  ;  and  the  third 
Chaucer.     The  Italian  in  some  respects  ap- 


1  Rymer,  Tom.  IV,  10  Edr.  3,  Jul.  4  j  Tdm.  VI,  44«  Edv.  3, 
Nov.  28,i)ec6. 
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CHAP,  pears  to  have  been  made  of  more  importance 

XXXV.    ^  ^  \  '    ^  ^  f  ^ 

""  than  either  of  his  associates,  since  it  is  pro- 

>  13.73,      , 

vided  that  any  two  of  the  three  envoys  shall 

be  competent  to  conclude  upon  any  point 
to  which  their  joint  powers  extend,  with  ihis 
express  condition,  that  John  de  Mari  shall  in 
all  cases  be  one  of  the  concurring  parties. 
If,,  as  is  most  likely,  some  place  in  England 
was  finally  agreed  upon  by  these  commis- 
sioners as  an  entrepot  and  factory  for  the  mer- 
chants of  the  republtc  of  Genoa,  it  is  pro- 
bable that  the  name  of  the  particular  port 
seleated  for  this  purpose  is  now  no  where 
to  be  discov  ered*  We  have  here  then  a  fur- 
ther example  of  the  consideration  with  which 
Chaucer  was  treated  by  his  contemporaries. 
Sir  James  Pronan,  a  knight  during  the  pre- 
valence of  chivalry  and  a  vice^adpairal,  must 
certainly  be  regarded  as  a  person  of  rank ; 
^f  John  de  Mari  we  know  nothing  specifical 
in  this  respect,  but  we  find  him,  as  to  the 
•  essentials  of  the  embassy,  put  before  sir  James 
Pronan.  Chaucer  was  deemed,  in  these  days 
of  chivalrous  ostentation  and  disdain,  a  fit 
person  to  be  associated  in  their  mission* 
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Chaucer,  the  business  of  his  embassy  being  c  hap. 
concluded,  made  a  tour  of  the  northern  states  ■■ 

1373* 

of  Italy.     The  proof  of  this  lies  in  the  verses  His  tour  of 
with  which  hie  introduces  the  cleit  of  Oxen-    ofwy. 

'  .  •  Clcrkof 

fordes  narrative  in   the   Canterbury  TaleSi    ^«»- 

'  lordestakw 

whieh  the  speaker  informs  the  company  he- 

T-«rned  at  Padowe  of. a  worthy  clerk,— 
Fraunceis  Petrark. 

CANTERBURY  TALES,  VCr.  79P3. 

Now  it  happens  that  we  possess  information 
respecting  this  tale  in  the  letters  of  Petranja, 
enabling  us  with  sufficient  evidence  to  reduce 
this  slight  hint  into  a  point  of  history,  and  ' 
to  fix  its  chronology.  The  narrative  attri- 
buted to  the  clerk  of  Oxenford,  is  the  well 
known  and  exquisitely  pathetic  story  of  Pa- 
tient Grisildis,  perhaps  the  happiest  of  all  the 
effusions  of  Chaucer's  muse.  Petrarca  ex- 
presses himself  thus  on  the  subject  in  a  letter 
addressed  to  Boccaccio,  of  the  date  of  the 
eighth  of  June  1373". 
»  ■  ■  \ 

■  De  Obedientia  et  Fid«  UxorU  :  Opera,  Ed.  Bas.  1581, 
Tom.  I,  sub  finein« 
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CM  A  p.      "  Your  :work  of  the  Decameroae  fell  for 
'  the  first  time  into  my  hands  in  an  excursion 


^^•'^'  I  made  to  Arqua  a  few  wrecks  ago.  Not  hav- 
ing had  time  to  peruse  the  whole^  1  did  as 
ordinary  readers  are  acpustomed  to  do,  fixed 
my  attention  principally  upon  the  commence- 
ment and  the  conclusion.  The  description 
with  which  you  set  out,  of  the  condition  of 
our  common  country  under  the  visitation  of 
the  plague,  appeared  to  me  equally  just  in 
the  conception  and  pathetic  in  the  execution. 
The  narrative  with  which  your  work  con- 
cludes [the  tale  of  Grisildis]  particularly  struck 
me.  .^hen  I  considered  that  this  story  had 
afiected  me  deeply  in  the  hjeiaring  many  years 
ago,  and  that  you  had  regarded  it  with  so 
'  much  approbation  as  to  be  induced  to  trans- 
late it  into  Italian,  and  even  to  place  it  as  the 
.  crown  of  your  performance,  where  we  are 
taught  by  the  simplest  rules  of  rhetoric  to  put 
whatever  we  regard  as  strongest  and  most 
persuasive,  I  was  confirmed  in  the  inclina- 
tion I  felt  to  confide  in  my  present  feelings* 
I  therefore  readily  yielded  to  the  propensity 
which  inipelled  me  to  translate  it  into  Latin, 
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tm  QS  ettAvem-  ms 

»  xxxV. 

and  I  oow  stnd  the  transdatio0  to  j^^i  ft  -  '     i'  i 

1S7S 

t^  hopt  thrt  you;  will  aot  ^^ititi^ly  dmpprow    ,     * 
of  wh^  I  feave  done." 

TlPb^  coiB<;idenfee  of  tHW  letter  wkjb  thjp 
period  of  Ghaueer*^  «smfeMW$yf  i&ay  wffieifittUy 
qp^yiace  VA  tb^t  tirh^  He  m^ed  the  cl^rj^ 
of  Q^efifofd  s%y  fj#  havwa^g  Ifgum^d  th§  t^ 
from  Petr»cs^  .*t  PadU*  {'whf^»  P^ttairca  thw 
ro^idpd)  b  to.  be  coi^med  as  s^plyjng  tp 
yt9i$el£  But  thb  Qo^tructiqn  fortuaatdiy 
codi^  conformed  to  ua  %"  mvevdl  o^^  c^r . 
eiimstftftCe^..  ,; 

Tht  «tory  is  told  hj  Bpceaecio  Iq  hl^  J^ 
tamtfotiji^^  a  p«rfornift6ce  with  which  Ckmr 
cer  was  familiarly  acqusdnted,  and  is  eve^  so 
feF  honouried  by  t}m  itulhO*  dT  that  pf  oduc- 
Vwm^  a$  to  be  placed  by  him  la«t  in  hia  wo^k^ 
as  the  crown  and  compkyon  of  bis  aeriea* 
-Why  did  Cl^iicer  chme  to  confess  his  obU- 
^rtion  for  it  to  Petrarca,  rathw  than  to  Boc- 
j^accio,  from  whose  volume  Petrarca  ccmf^ssr 
«Uy  tr^ttafihttod  it  ?  For  this  very  natural  rea- 
son :  becali$e  he  wds  es^er  to  commetBorate 
iuar  intervifcw  tvith  this  venerable  pjiti^iarch.  rf 

VOL.  II.  H  H 
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xxxv^  It^l^  lettei:s,  afad  to  record  the  pleasure  be 
'  had  reaped  from  his  society.     Chaucer  could 

not  do  this  more  effectually,  than  by  men* 
tioning  his  having  learned  from  the  lips  gE 
Petrirca  a  tale  which  had  been  previously 
dravm  up  and  delivered  to  the  public  by  an- 
other. We  may  defy  all  the  ingenuity  of 
criticism  to  invent  a  different  solution  for 
the  simple  and  decisive  circumstance  of 
Chaucer  .iiavihg  gone  out  of  his  way,  in  a 
manner  which  he  has  employed  on  no  other 
occasion,  to  make  the  clerk  of  Oxeoford 
confess  that  he  learned  the  story  from  Pe- 
trarca,  and  even  assign  the  exact  place  of 
Petrarca's  residence  in  the  concluding  part 
of  his  life. 
Motives  of       It  is  not  possible  for  us  at  this  distance  of 

Chaucer  in 

thi.  cicui  time  to  ascertain  whether  Chaucer  travelled 

sion. 

across  the  northern  part  of  Italy,  from  the 
Mediterranean  sea  to  the  Adriatic,  princi- 
pally to  visit  the  great  laureated  poet  of  that 
country,  whose  fame  during  his  own  life- 
time was  perhaps  louder  and  more  awe-i^ 
inspiring  than  ever  fell  to  the  lot  of  any 
other  moxtal;    or  whether   he  was   partly 
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mbved  by^  the  desire  of  beholding  the  other  c  h  a  p. 

.   .  r     1         /.  ,  XXXV. 

gi^edt  maritime  state  of  the  fourteenth  cen- ; 


1S73 

tury,  the  rivil  of  Genoa  the  Proud,  Venice, 
i?«4iich  W51S  only  twenty-two  miles  distant 
from  the  residence  of  Petraifca.  On  the  road 
altt>  he  might  visit  Mantua,  the  birth.*  place  of 
Virgil>  Verona,  which  had  given  existence 
to  Claudian,  and  many  other  places  profusely 
adorned  xyith  the  witchery  of  nature,  or  ren-  ' 
dered  mysteriously  interesting  by  the  asso^ 
ciations  ^f  formeiJ  times.  The  visit  to  Pe- 
trarca  however  is  the  only  incident  of  this 
journey  which  Chaucer  has  thought  fit  to 
transmit  to  posterity.  . 

Petratca  Was  at  this  time  nearly  seventy  interview 
ytarsofage;  and  he  survived  only  by  twelve  uLau^' 
months  the  visit  of  the  English  poet.     It 
must  have  been  a  strikine  object  to  Chaucer,  Fecungsof 

^  ^  I  Chtucer 

to  behold  this  grey-headed,  yet  impassioned,  onthisoc. 
poet  in  a  period  when  the  ^  of  poetry  was 
so  exceedingly  rare;. this  correspondent  of 
popes,  of  states,  and  of  emperors  ;  this  poet 
who  had  befen  crowned  by  Paris  and  Rome^ 
Sind  from  whose  compositions  Chaucer's  in- 
fant lips  had  perhaps  first  drunk  in  the  nu- 
H  Q  a 
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^xv.'  t&efim«ie69  of  tersa  Petrai^a  wa».  iblnesCr 
-==  ing  to  Chaaoer,  h^xmt  Oiwicer  saw  in  Wm 
4S  it  were  ibe  Imeal  ^cbacdndaiU^  of  the,  Cin 
ocros^  the  Yirg&c  and  the  Owds  of  Italy  S» 
Feelings  of  tihe  da^s  of' Its.  dasfikal  greatoesa.  Qiani^^ 
was  itajtercsdng  tp  Petrarca  for  a  di^KOI 
reaacja.    H©  captiB  from  tfee  ukimti^hule^  ttije 

'  try  \«hidaL  the  ^  wantomiMa  o£  ftiotiS  gefeial.  cli- 
mates aihopg  the  aneteiits  Ikad  rqpse^^ited  ai 
peipetoially  envfeloped  in  fogs  and  daiicileai^ 
To  later  ^  times  the  Htbra^iie  and:  potii^u^ 
^niia&  d)j^' BiStaia  is  faoutlar;  hd  tongue  so 
barbarous,  as  not  to  coi^fbasi  usr  the:  equab, 
wUile  ia  reality;  we  arb  hi;  ktfielleotftid  Omi- 
neatse  t^  naiasters^.  of  niaJokindi  Biit  t^s 
i^ras- a^  apectadc  altogether  unknown  In  tfcc 
tinie8>of  JBetratca^  Thtr  discoyejry  h?  macte 
wa&  iseaxoely  les$  asttsolshing  tKaDb  that  of 
Col^m^f  Mihen  he  ret^ritnokred  the  shor^ 
ofth«iW^«3BraiworM.  He  inteiyogated  bis 
gu^stj  he  ppoposted  to  himJW^  nii>$t  tr^i^ 
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Md  difficult  criterip^B  j  hb  Bx^htogfcd  Mth  xxxv.' 
him  t^  glances  pf  miud>  and  thq  flashes  of  ■' 

R  poet's  eye*  ChauQer  had  already  wrkten 
bis  Troilus  and  Gresefide,  and  maay  of  hh 
most  meritorious  producdons  5  he  ^v^as  rtiore 
thaa  forty  years  of  i^$  we  may  imagine 
how  he  answered  the  ordeal  of  the  Italiam, 
saad  stood  up  to  him  with  the  slober  and 
manly  consciously  of  a  poet  to  a  poet* 
Petrarca  hesitated,  Buapected,  ahd  ^t  lei^th 
became  wholly  a  convert  j  he  embraced  the 
wondrous  stranger  firom  a  £iozea  dkilie,  and 
foresaw,  with  that  sort  of  inspiration  which 
attends  the  closing  period  of  d^ai^ii^  ge» 
nius,  the  future  ^ries  of  a  S|)eas^,  a  Shaken 
spear  and  a  Milton^ 

We  are  fortunately  m  |)6$s68rion  of  a  due  Hi?rc^i6 
which   may  explain  to  us  the  toae  of  the    ^^ot 

*  *  Patient 

conversation  which  passed  b*twei^  Petrarca  crisiwis. 
and  Chaucer.  Petrarca  had  just  finished  his 
version  of  the  t;ale  of  Grisil^.  He  had 
put  it  into  the  hamds  of  <)tte  of  his  friends, 
a  citizen  of  PadUia«  His  &i^[id  attempted  td 
read  it  aloud  %  but  he  had  no  soofter  .got  into 
the  ixicident  of  the  tale  thaii  he  fouod  hibV 
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CHAP. 
XXXV. 


1373. 


self  oUiged  to  desist ;  his  voice  was  chosJc^d 
'  with  tears.  He  repeated  his  trial  with  the 
same  eflfect ;  after  a  little  while  sighs  and 
groans  overpowered  his  utterance.  Petrarca 
made  the  same  experiment  upon  another  of 
his  friends,  a  Veronese,  who  read  the  story 
from  beginning  to  end  without  the  slightest 
change  of  accent  or  attitude.  Petrarca,  sur- 
prised at  the  contrast,  asked  his  friend  the 
reason.  **  Oh,"  said  the  Veronese,  "  I  should 
have  wept  as  much  as  my  neighbour,  had 
I  not  known  the  story  to  be  a  fable.  But 
it  is  impossible  to  be  true.  There  is  no  such 
woman;  there  never  was  a  woman  who 
could  stand  such  trials,  and  show  herself  so 
inaccessible  to  the  approaches  of  frailty/' 
Tone  or         Petrarca  read  this  tale  to  Chaucer.     This 

their  con- 
is  a  proof  of  the  opinion  he  formed  of  our 

countryman.    When  an  old  man  is  persuaded 

to  repose  a  perfect  confidence,  and  to  feel  an 

entire  sympathy,  he  opens  his  heart,  he  tells 

thq  subject  of  his  last  efforts  and  meditations^ 

he  pours  out  the  ideas  of  which  his  thoughts 

are  frill.     It  was  thus  that  Petrarca  treated 

Chaucer.     He  put  him  instantly  upon  the 


iwrotioii* 
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footing  of  his  ancient  friends,  and  read  to  chap. 


1373. 


him  what  he  had  just  before  communicated  < 
to  the  Paduan  and  the  Veronese.  Chaucer 
was  entrjiv**ed.  The  magic  of  a  tale,  per- 
haps the  most  pathetic  that  human  fancy 
ever  conceived,  heard  under  the  sacred  roof 
of  him  in  whom  the  genius  of  modern  poetry 
seemed  to  be  concentred,  and  from  the  aged 
lips  of  him  to  whom  that  roof  was  indebted 
for  its  sacredness,  was  all  together  a  surprise, 
a  feast,  a  complication  of  sentiment  and  of 
pleasure,  such  as  it  has  fallen  to  the  lot  of 
few  mortals  to  partake.     Having  heard  the  chauccr 

^^m  1       r   T\  •  requests  a 

tale,  Chaucer  requested  of  Petrarca  permis-    copy  of 
sion  to  take  a  copy  of  it.     So  much  is  im- 
plied, when  he  makes  the  clerk  of  Oxenford 
say  that  he 

Lern'd  it  at  Padowe  of  a  worthy  clerk, 
Fr^unceis  Petrark. 

Under  the  person  of  the  clerk  of  Oxenford  d«cribci 

^  himtelf 

Chaucer  has  contrived,  probably  for  the  sake    undcrthe 

.        .  ,  .  •  person  of 

of  increasing  the  identity  in  this  particular,  to    ^^^^^^'^ 
have  in  several  respects  a  reference  to  him-    ^^^^ 
self.     Thus, 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


*«  LIFE  OF  iSHAUGER. 

CHAP,      For  •  him  was  lever  han  at  his  bcddis  h*d 

XXXV. 

■■■'        ',i     A  tM^tity  bok^s^  doth'd  iii  black  or  red, 
1373,        Q£  ^istotle',  and  his  philosophies 

Thaa  roWs  ridie,  or  ^fidel,  o.r  sautrie. 

CANTERBURY   TAt£S,    VCr.  295* 

Chaucer  has  repeatedly  informed  us  of  his 
love  of  reading,  and  his  propensity  to  read 
in  his  sleepless  hours  in  bed.     Again, 

Not  a  word  £|)ake  Ibe  mor6  than  was  nede ; 
Aa'd  th*t  wa$  stid  in  forme  etnd  revieroac^j 

And  gladly  wolde  he  leme,  and  gladly  teche, 

ver,  306, 

isintro^uc      A  futthtsr  ilfnstratioti  of  ifce  Kterary  Wsttvy 
trarcatoan  of  <!Siaucer  suggcsts  xtself  to  us  in  this  place, 

acquaint-  •  ^  *  ^       . 

anccwith  If  Chauccr  learned  the  history  of  Grisildi^ 

-the  w6rki  ' 

^Boccac-  £:oi2x  P^tTaTca  at  Padua  (and  it  would  imply 
an  idle  and  wanton  iqfiputntion  upon  the  ve-* 
racity  pf  Chaucer  to  doubt  it),  it  then  fol- 
Ibwsjj  though  Boccaccio  began  hi$  Decj^me-r 
foiie  shortly  after  the  plague  in  1348,  that 


}\t  wou)d  rather  have*  f  ^dile,  qr  psaltery. 
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the  ^orife  was  not  yet  sufficiently  famittat  to  ^^^* 
1^  mmt  ehliglitened  a4i4  ttudlouis  part  ^f  aa=»»B 
the  English  public  In  rS7S>  for  Chaucer  to 
he  awtf  e  of  the  cont€r»ts  of  the  modt.  adtmm 
^kAc  story  it  contains.  Chaucer  "  kiticd  it 
of  Pe&ark;"  he  was  therefore  unacqtiainjbed 
ivith  it  previoucfty  to  the*  time,  if  Chaucer 
in  1873  had  little  or  no  knowledge  of  what 
hss  ever  been  the  most  popiil«  work  ^f 
Boccaccio,  what  prdbaWlity  is  there  tiMtt  in 
his  youth  he  translated  the  Ttoilus  and  Cre- 
seide,  and  the  Palamon  and  Arcite,  from  ^hc 
versions  erf*  that  author  ?  Chaucer  was  early  ^ 
conversant  with  the  wrkitigs  of  Petrafc*^ ; 
but  the  unrivalled  fame  of  Pettaica  thiiBW 
for  some  time  a  sort  dF  obscurity  upon  thte 
more  natural  und  mipretending  effusions  of 
his  Florentine  contemporary*  It  is  not  im- 
probable that  Chaucer  cMried  home  with  ^hith 
:&bm  this  tour  the  Decameroae,  and  perhtips 
?the  other  works  of  Bobcaccio.  Petrarca  telfl 
liim  fixjm  whose  volttme  kfe  had  translated 


'  Troihis  and  Ctesexde,  Book  I,  ver#  401. 
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.CHAP,  his  talc:  the  venerable  patriarch  ©f  Italiin 

XXXV. 

■  I  poetry  informed  Chaucer,  that  the  goodness 
of  his  friend's  heart  could  only  be  equalled 
by  the  eminence  of  his  genius,  and  assured 
him  that  he  would  reap  abundance  of  de- 
light from  the  pcpisal  of  hk  performances. 
Chaucer  on  his  pfert  must  have  felt  no  little 
curiosity  to  become  acquainted  with  the 
writings  of  a  man  who  had  written  in  vo- 
lumes of  Italian  verse,  two  stories  which  had 
formerly  occupied  a  consideraWe  portion  of 
his  own  lucubrations, 

^au^"*^  Mn  Tyrwhit  has  objected  to  the  credibi- 
'J-  lity  of  the  interview  yrith  Petrarca  here  de- 
scribed>  that  he  ^^  cannot  help  thinking  that  a 

rapi»crf.  j.^verential  visit  from  a  Minister  of  the  King 
of  England  would  have  been  so  flattering  to 
the  old  man,  that  either  he  himself  or  some 
of  his  biographers  must  have  recorded  it '." 

Silence  of   But  thi$  objecti^u  is  easily  answered.     Pe- 


not  men< 
tioncd 
Petrarca' 
or  his  bio- 


Petrarca 


accounted  trarca  was  certainly  not  deficient  in  vanity ; 
but  his  vanity  had  been  fed  at  various  times 


'  Introductory  Discourse^  note20« 
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ivith  viands  more  flattering  than  ^*  a:  reve-  chap. 

y  ...  XXXV, 

jrential  visit  from  a  Minister  of  the  King  of  -iji 

1373 

England y     If  indeed  Petrarca  had  received 
this  visit  in  early  or  in  middle  life,  when  his 
vanity  was  most  alive  and  eager  for  enjoy- 
il>ent,  and  when  he  poured  out  his  feelings, 
and  the  little  incidents  of  a  studious  life,  in 
voluminous   letters   to  his  friends,  we  may 
easily  believe  that  the  viait'of  Chaucer  would 
have  been  found  an  ev«it  of  sufficient  mag- 
nitude to  be  recorded  by  his  pen.     But  there 
is^  a  period  in  human  life,  When  vanity,  like 
all  the  other  passions,  ceases  from  ks  rest- 
lessness and  its  craving,  and  when  gratifica- 
tions which  before  would  have  raised  the  soul 
into  a  tumult  of  enjoyment,  but  just  serve 
to  ruffle  for   a  moment  the  quiet   surface. 
This  might  well  be  the  case  with  Petrarca, 
when  he  was  within  twelve  months  of  the 
close   of  a  feverish  and  agitated   existence. 
Most  of  the  friends  too  to  whom  he  had  been 
accustomed  to  vent  his  garrulity  were  gone 
before  him.     And,  what  is   sufficiently  re- 
markable, the  letter  to  Boccaccio,  which  was 
in  all  probability  written  previously  to  the 
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^^xv.'  ^^  ^  ClHUicer^  i^pcart  to  be  the  last  kttcr 
"  the  aged  poet  ever  wrote-     Petrarca  Cbttml, 

or  unagined,  that  his  Irttofs  were  intercepted 
and  opeaed  on  t\i^  road  by  mm  oi  tast^,  for 
the  puipDse  of  traascnbing  the  ingemous 
sallies^  or  the  fiaehes  €ii  doquence,  with 
which  they  should  liappen  to  be  inter^pertod. 
At  let^^tJb,  iie  say s^  the  marauders  gr€W  weary 
of  this  modest  and  orderly  species  of  theft^ 
and  retained  his  paquets^  that  they  might 
save  themselves  the  trouble  of  ttanscribifiig 
them.  Disgusted  at  this  violadon  of  tiiie  laws 
of  civilibed  life^  hostile  to  all  the  confidence 
cf  intercouxM  attd  so<iieCy^  he  forio^d  the  de* 
termination  to  write  no  m<^e«  This  reso« 
luticm  he  announces  in  the  letter  in  questioa, 
in  which  he  takes  his  leave  in  form  of  h\% 
friends  and  ^^  correspGandeace :  *V  Vdet^y 
amci\  vaktpy  efistdaC' 
•fbuitai-       A?    to  tfce   biQgfwhei?s  ^f  Petrairca,  the 

ian  btog^»  ^  ^ 

phen.      reader  who  has  examined  thd  account  which 

De  Sade  g^ves  of  his  predecessors,  wiU  not  be 

surprised  at  any  anajchronism,  omissvHa  or 

,     absurdity^   of  whieb  they  may  have  b^^ci 

guilty^ 
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Tkecoaecof  De  Sade  Himself  sio  t&thi  poiiM'  c  i^  a  i^ 

xxxvc 

JUL  qmdsdoiv^  k  stalli  mwe  ^ngolai!;'  -  Ib^€i====» 
pr^KS:  tn  the  second  of  tjis^  dbee  extitmtvd  Language- 
qitaitoa^  Jie  ^  ajadmuncbd  fak/iQtonlfibn  of  sade'^on 
pttoviilg  to.hii  readecB sdtat  Chanceir  wsain 
taaomtam  fni  IhaiaAjt  mth  T^9tx^^  tot 
tfitis  eogagemfflUi  &e  lu»  not  performed  in  ihi 
uqmA  of  hi&  wondc.  M:.  Tyrwhit  ia  con^ 
aequstide  :^  saspocte  thac  hie  nvore  accuos^te 
jreseaiKdfiest  hove  not  enabtei^  the  aiK&or  to 
rtrifY  aa  opinion,  wlliich  he  probably  at  first: 
adopted  u|>ofii  tlie  aiedie  of  aofi^  M^^^f^r 
of  Chajoacv  V  But  this^  is  fior  the  otklfy  nor 
tto  most  na^ral^  aohitloiw  jytSade  has  n^ 
advanoed  Ms  statemtot  protipita^sly  j  not  ik 
the^  pMfoce  to  his  &?st,  but  tb  hi&  second  vo>« 
lume.  The  promise  beJng  madte  i^vfeen  th© 
^oliuiii^  "was  published^  could  only  rdfer  to 
tile  seqfoel  of  the  work.  B\A  the  ou&or  at 
-kttgth<  became  afamied  at  the  labour,  or  the 
gigaiitic  appearancq,  of  his  produatiom  Ih 
di0  third  volume^  pubitshod  three  ye^urs  la^ 


Introd;  Dkcour^e,  w.  20, 
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cHA^p,  than  the  second,  he  has  entirely  changed  his 
M  plan.     He  had  divided  his  history  into  six 

\  books,  c^  which  the  first  two  volumes:  con- 
tain three,  .while  thejodier  three  are  com- 
pressed into  the  remaining  volume.  In  this 
,  concluding  volume^  h^  has  entirely  suppressed 
his  Appendix  of  Notes  and  Illustrations.  He 
professes  also  to  have,  omitted  all  details 
which  were  not  absolutely  essential  to  his 
subject.  It  is  easy  to  conceive  then  that  the 
particulars  which  related  to  Chaucer  may 
have  be^'  among  those. he  omitted. 

What. were  the  documents,  if  any,  which 
Pe  Sa4e  tefei^  to  on  this  subject,^  I  have  not 
been  able  to  discover.  Perhaps  they  yet  exist 
in  m^uscript  in  the.  curious  collections  of 
this  nature  in  Italy  or. France.  . 
Coodusioo.  But,  be  this  as  it  will,;  a  man  must  have 
Mr.  Tyrwhit's  appetite  for  the  fascinating 
,  charms  of  a  barren  page  and  a  meagre  col- 
lectitm  of  dates,  not  to  perceive  that  the  va- 
rious coincidences  enumerated  ;  —  Chaucer 
representing  the  speaker  as  having  learned 
his  tale  from  Petrarca  at  Padua,  though  it  was 
previously  the  property  of  Boccaccio  j  Padua 
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being  then  Petrarca's  actiial  residence ;  the  ^^xxv* 
embassy  of  Chaucer  to  Genoa  in  1373  j  and — — =» 
Petrarca  having  in  that  very  year  translated 
the  tale  into  Latin  prose  j-^n(tf  to  perceive, 
I  say,  that  these  coincidences  furnish  a  basis 
of  historical  probability,  seldom  to  be  met 
with  in  points  of  this  nature. 
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CHAP.  XXXVL 


WICLIFFE  APPOINTED  TO  NEGOCIATE  WITH  THE 
POPE'S  COMMISSIONERS  AT  BRUGES.— CHAUCER 
RECEIVES  A  GRANT  OF  A  PITCHER  OF  WINE  PER 
DIEM  FOR  LIFE.— HIS  PROBABLE  INCOME.— HIS 
MORAL  AND  SOCIAL  HABITS.  — IS  APPOINTED 
COMPTROLLER  OF  THE  CUSTOMS. 


CHAP     ^'1  ^ 

XXXVI.'  1  HE  question  of  the  papal  provisions  and 
1373.  reservations,  notwithstanding  the  several  acts 
of  parliament  which  had  been  passed  on  the 
subject,  was  as  yet  far  from  being  settled. 
The  ajffair  was  of  a  peculiar  nature:  the 
clergy  of  the  different  states  of  Christendom 
at  this  time  acknowledged  two  independent 
heads  on  earth  ;  and  it  was  therefore  by  no 
means  considered  as  the  token  of  a  discon- 
tented and  turbulent  disposition,  if  on  any 
particular  occasion  they  avowed  the  necessity 
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Utideir  which  they  were  placed  W  obey  the  chap. 

*  -  XXXVI. 

jpope,  and  to  disregard  the  injunctions-  of  the 


1373. 


sovereign  and  legislatlire  of  their  dountry. 
This  ih  our  eyes  perhaps  may  seem  a  violent 
and  factious  proceeding;  in  theirs  it  vras 
sober  and  grav6  and  dedeiit^  and  tfended  to 
raise,  not  to  degrade,  him  who  adopted  it,  in 
the  opittibn  of  the  most  respectable  of  his 
contemporaries.  The  question  therefore  of 
the  pope's  reservations  could  only  be  settled 
by  mutual  negociation  and  compromise,  be- 
twefen  the  head  of  the  church  on  one  part, 
and  the  temporal  monarch  of  the  kingdom 
in  which  it  was  agitated  on  the  other* 

Perceiving  the  necessity  of  this  system  of  imbouy  e» 
proceeding,  the  English  government,  now  as    «>J>« 
it  should  seem  under  the  exclusive  influence    ?!.'i?~^'' 
of  the  king  of  Castille,  prepared  a  solemn 
embassy  to  the  pope  at  Avignon,  to  endea- 
vour to  adjust  with  him  by  an  amicable  ac- 
commodation this  important   affair*.      The 


•  Cotton,   ad  ann.    Rymer,  Tom.  VII,  48  Edv.  3,  Mar.* 
11,  Mai.  4  and  Jul,  26. 

VOL.  II.  1  I 


•loot. 
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;  principal  in  this  embassy  was  John  Gilb^ 
biehoprof  Bangor,  accompanied  by  one  knight 


§nd  one  regular  and  one  secular  clergyman* 
The  pontiff  who  now  presided  in  the  holy 
see  was  Gregory  XI,  who  had  been  raised  to 
the  papacy  in  the  room  of  Urban  V,.in  Ja- 
nuary ]371  ^  AH  that  these  ambassadors 
f:Duld  obtain  from  the  pope  was  his  assent  to 
a  congress  to  be  held  on, these  ppints  at  any 
plac^  which  the  court  of  London  should 
think  proper  to  name,  to  which  he  agreed  to 
send  certain  perapns  authorised  for  the  pur^ 
pose,  to  meet  the  commissioners  and  pleisd* 
potentiaries  of  the  kiijg.  of  England^ 

■ ^      The  place  fi^ed  upon  for  this  congress  was 

AccfJnt'    Bruges.     But,  previously  to  the  nomination 

the  bin/-  i>f  the  ministers  of  Edward  III,   the  king 

b^foreign-  Ifiswd  his  wrft,  as  he  had  once  before  dcHie  in 

,  *        the  year  1347^  to  the  bishops  in  their  di^ 

fefent  dioceses,  requiring  them  to  make  a 

*  return  of- all  ecclesiastical  dignities  or  ha^^ 


^  De  Sadci  ad  ann. 

*  CpttoB,  gd  smQ*    Rymer,  iibl  siqpra* 

^  CottoD^  ad  ann« 
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i^es  held  by  Italians  and  other  foreignCTS,  of  \xAl 

the  value  of  these  benefices,  the  names  of  the   \.^^  '■■ 

1374?.  * 

incumbents,  apd  whether  the  holders  were 

resident  or  non^-resident  *".     An  ample  return  Eccieaiasti- 

*  c^  con- 

having  been  made  to  this  reiquisition^  the    g^^«* 

king  proceeded  in  July  1374  to  appoint  his 

representatives  to  the  congress  j    and  these 

consisted  of  seven  persons,  _  the   bishop  of 

Bangor  as  before  being  at  the  head,  and  Wic-  wiviiffc 

"^  t3  •  >  one  of  the 

lifFe's  being  the  second  name  in  the  com.-    cpmmii* 
mission^* 

This  is  tQ  be  cobsideted  as  Undoubtedly 
bearing  no  favourable  aspect  upon  the  papal 
claims.  Wiclifie  Was  a  m^i  who^  jdlUdst  froiti 
the  time  when  be  had  fitat  bden  hedrd  of,  had 
been  distinguished  by  his  opposition  jto  the 
incroachments  of  the  court  of  Rc»tte«  Ho  ' 
began  as  the  champion  of  the  university  of 
Oxford  against  the  mendicant  friars,  and  his 
ieal  led  him  to  a  very  rough  and  severe^  iiw 
tectii^e  agai«tft  these  fraternities^  whose  ii)^    * 


*  Fox^  Acta  ski6  Moiium^t8>  VoK  I,  ad  aAH* 
'  Rymer,  48  Edv.  ^  JqK  26- 

1 1  a 
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CHAP,  terests  the  <>ope  had  ever  deeply  at  heart. 

XXXVI.  ■■••■•  *    • 

':His  next  public  efFort  was  his  argument 
against  the  tribute  imposed  by  king  John 
upon  the  realm  of  England ;  by  which  he 
had  strongly  recommended  himself  both  to 
the  sovereign  and  the  parliament.  He  had 
been  appointed,  as  we  have  seen  S  by  Islip 
archbishop  of  Canterbury,  warden  of  Canter- 
bury Hall  in  Oxford,  of  which  that  primate 
was  th6  founds.  To  make  rpom  for  Wicliffe, 
Islip  had  turned  out  of  the  wardenship  Henry 
de  Wodehal  a  monk  **,  either  on  account  of 
some^^  private  misunderstanding,  or  because 
the  archbishop  was  determined  to  take  the 
part  of  the  university  against  the  regular 
clergy,  Islip  died  in  1306,  and  was  suc- 
ceeded by  Simon  Langham  bishop  of  Ely, 
who  was  raised  to  the  primacy  by  a  papal 
provision  \  Langham,  himself  a  regular,  and 
wha  had  been  abbot  of  Westminster,  was  led 
by  profesional  feeling  to  take  part  with  the 


«  Chap.  XXXIIL  ,  ^  Levws,  Ciiap.  JL 

*  Godwin :  archicpiscopi  Cant.^cap»  It. 
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displaced  warden ;  and  one  of  his  first  official  chap. 

XXXVI 

proceedings  ^,  in  defiance  of  the  act  of  the  n         'i 
founder  of  the  college,  had  been  to  issue  an    ^^^^ 
archiepiscopal  mandate  to  restore  Wodehal, 
and  to  expel  Wicliffe  and  the  seculars  from 
Canterbury  Hall.      This  ejectment,   after  a  harsh  treat. 
tedious   neeociation  before  pope  Urban  V,  cxpencnc 
was  confirmed  by  that  pontiff  in  IS/O- .  Wi-  i»p«- 
ciifFe  however  by  no  means  sustained  any  di- 
minution pf  his  credit  with  the  university 
from  this  circumstance ;  and,  two  years  after,  i»  p?dc  aii 
he  was  elected  their  professor  in  divinity",  feasor  to 

*  '       '    theuniver- 

by  which  style  he  is  described  in  the  king's  »^^°^^** 
letters  patent  appointing  him  to  the  con^ 
gress  at  Bruges^  What  were  the  topics  and 
the  style  of  his  professorial  lectures  at  this 
time  we  are  not  told  j  we  shall  presently  have 
occasion  to  observe  what  they  were  on  his 
return  from  his  embassy. 

In  the  month  of  April  this  year  Chaucer  chancer  re. 

^     ^  ceivesa  , 

had  a  grant  conferred  upon  him  of  a  pitcher  ^^^^^^^^ 

what  per 


*  I^ewis,  ubi  supra* 

'  Mandatum  Apostolicuin  Urban!  V,  apud  Lewis. 

"  Lewis,  Chap.  II. 
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cAav,  of  wine  fur  Mem^  to  be  delivered  daily  in  the 

XXXVJ.  • 

I  J  port  of  the  city  of  London  by  the  king^a 

chief  butler^  during  the  tetm  of  his  natural 
life\ 

cbjcrvi-        Some  amusement*   and  even   instruction^ 

tions. 

periiaps  may  arise,  if  we  digress  a  little  on 
this  occasion  into  the  considemition  of  the 
Value  and  object  of  this  grant,  and  of  the 
manners  and  style  of  living  of  our  ance^prs^ 
as  illustrated  by  this  incident. 
Uicofwuit  It  is  a  great  mi^ake  to  suppose,  as  we  find 
tecntkceo-  it  repTcscnted  in  several  common  books,  .that 
wine  continued  to  be  sold  in  England  as  a 
,  cordial,  by  the  apothecariea  only,  till  after 
the  year  1 3oa  To  go  no  further  back  than  to 
tlie  acc^sion  of  the  Plantagenet  race  in  1 1 54, 
the  English  government  at  that  time  gained 
possession  of  Bourdeaux  and  6ome  other  im- 
portant places  to  the  south-w^st  of  France, 
which  with  little  interruption  they  continued 
to  hold  for  three  centuries.  Hence  we  drew 
considerable  supplies  of  this  commodity*  The 


■  Appendix,  No.  VIH. 
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consumption  of  Thomas  carl  of  Lancaster  ^^xvi' 
for  the  year  1313  has  already  been  mention-  ■* 

ed  %  amounting  in  one  year  to  one  hundred 
and  eighty- four  tuns.  In  this  particular  then^ 
as  well  as  in  most  others  relating  to  diet,  the 
old  English  gentry  lived  generously.;  and,  if 
wine  conduces  in  any  degree  to  expand  the 
ima^nation,  neither  Chaucer,  nor  perhaps  the 
writers  of  the  old  romances  who  went  before 
him,  wanted  this  sort  of  aliment  to  nourish 
their  poetic  heat. 

What  appears  to  be  an  authentic  record  c£  its  price  in 

^^      ^  "1199. 

the  price  of  wine  at  the  close  of  the  twelfth 
century  ocau:B  in  Stow's  Chronicle,  under 
the  year  1 1 90*  "  King  lohn,"  says  this  his- 
torian, "  made  a  law,  that  no  tunne  of  ^  Rochell 
wine  should  bee  solde  dearer  then  xx.  shil- 
lings, of  Anjow  for  xxiiii.  shillings,  and  of 
France  xxv.  shillings,  and  not  above,  unleses 
the  same  were  of  such  principal  gopdnesse, 


•  Vol.  I,  Chap.  VII,  p.  104..  ^     - 

'  In  the  Annales^  Burtmetuts,  where  this  precept  is  recbrdedi 

the  term  'n  Poitou  wine^  vmum  Pictaveme,    Aniu  Burt,  ad 

ann. 
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xxxvi  '^^*  ^^^^  ^^^  '^^^^  "^^  would  give  ''twenty- 
ssixe  shillings  foure  pence  for  the  tunnc,  and 
not  above  in  any  case.  A  'gallon  (by  retale) 
of  •  Rochell  wine  to  be  sold  for  4  pence, 
the  '  gallon  pf  white  wine  not  above  vi  pence. 
It  was  also  ordeined,  that  in  everie  citie,  towne 
and  place  where  wyne  was  used  to  be  solde, 
there  should  be  xii.  honest  men  swome  to 
have  regarde  that  this  assize  shoulde  not  bee 
broken  :  and  if  that  they  found  any  vintner 
that  should  sell  any  wine  by  small  measures 
contrary  to  the  same  assize,  his  body  should 
be  attached  by  the  sherifFe  and  detained  in 
prison,  till  order  was  taken  for  his  further 
punishment,  and  his  goods  seized  to  the  ^ngs 
use :  and  the  like  punishment  was  appoynted 
for  such  as  should  sell  by  the  tunne,  hogs- 
head, or  otherwise,  contrary  to  the  assize.'* 


?  Twp  marks.    Ann.  Burt. 

'  Sextarius; Ann.  Burt.  Fleetwood  (Chron.  Prec,  Chap.  IV.) 
infers  tbat  this  measure  must  have  exceeded  a  gallon,  since,  9,% 
£.  \  per  tun,  the  price  of  the  gallon  ought  not  to  have  been 
Ijaore  than  one  penny, 

■  Poitou.  Ann.  Burt. 
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In  Rymer  we  find  a  proclamation  of  Ri^  ctf  ap. 
chard  II,  of  the  date  of  1383\  still  furthers 


calculated  to  throw  light  upon  the  subject*     It  mdin  i383. 
is  addressied  to  the  mayor  and  sheriffs  of  the 
city  of  London,  and  has  for  its  object  to  in*- 
force  the  execution  of  an  act  of  parliament 
of  the  preceding  year.     It  directs  that  no  tun 
of  the  best  wine  of  Gascony,  Oseye  or  Spain 
shall  be  sold   for  more  than  one  hundred 
shillings,  and  wine  of  an  inferior  sort  from 
those  countries  for  no  more  than  six,  six  and 
an  half,  or  seven,  marks   respectively;  and 
it  fixes  at  an  inferior  rate  the  assize  of  Ro- 
chelle  wine,  the  lowest  price  being  four  marks. 
Jt  further  determines  the  retail  price  of  the 
lagena  of  wine  at  six  pence  and  four  pence 
according  to  the  quality  of  the  wine.     The 
term  pipa^  or  pipe,  qf  wine  also  occurs  itt  this 
proclamation,  and  was  probably  used  in  the 
old  document  of  the  expenditure  of  Thomas 
^arl  of  Lancaster  in  1313,  as  it  is  employed 


« Tom.  VII,  6  ]^C  2,  Feb.  3. 
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cH*i\  by  Stow  in  hb  report  of  that  document*, 
iii  where  it  seems  clearly  to  mean  the  half  of  a 

JS74.  "  "^ 

tun,  as  at  present. 
Measures  of      TTie  wcwd   in   the  proclamation   of  Ri- 
thi«  time    chard  !!•  which  I  have  translated  tun,  is  in 

in  use. 

the  original  dolium  \  and  in  this  aense,  I  ap- 
'  prehend^  this  L^in  word  is  constantly  used 
in  our  old  records.  The  lagena^  as  appeal^ 
'  firom  the  s^bove  statement,  i^  rated  at  the  two 
hundredth  part  of  the  price  of  the  tun,  an^ 
may  therefore  reasonably  be  supposed  to  cor- 
respond to  our  modem  gallon  %  of  which 
there  are  two  hundred  and  fifty-two  in  a  tun. 
Thift  excess  of  fifty-two  may  be  considered 
aa  no  more  that  an  equitable  allowance  to  the 
retaul  trader,  for  the  waste  occurring  when 
we  divide  a  larger  weight  or  measure  into  a 
BUiltitude  of  mialler,  and  for  the  greater 
trouble  and  expenc^  attending  upon  a  retail^ 
trade  in  proportion  to  the  capital  efEiployed. 


"  S«rvcy  of  London :  of  orders  and  custonw. 
*  The  word  is  thus  explained  by  Fleetwood,  ubi  supra.     He 
adds  that  from  la^eiva  tomei  tile  ^oxdfl&gm^ 
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The  translation  given  by  our  Latin-English  ^^j^- 
ijictioijiary-makers  of  the  term  lagenay  is  fla-         i  " 
'goh,  6r  flask,  which  will  probably  be  adraitteJoimensiont 
to    correspond   pretty  exactly  to  the  more  pitcher. 
customary  English  word  pitcher.  These  two, 
the  dolium  and  pitcher  (pycher)  are  the  only 
two  measures  of  wine  occurring  in  the  grants 
to  Chaucer  j  and,  their  sense  being  fixed,  the 
inferences   to   be   made  will   then  proceed 
without  diflSculty.  In  like  manner,  the  dolium 
and  lagena  appear,  in   the   proclamation  of 
Richard  II,  to  be  the  tvo  great  whcJesale 
and  retail  measures  of  wine  used  at  that  time. 
We  seem  then  to  have  suflScient  ground  to 
conclude  that  the  lagena  and  pycher  exactly 
correspond  to  each  other,  and,  if  there  be  any 
force  in  the  reasonings  of  the  last  paragraph, 
that  they  are  each  of  them  commensurate  to 
our  modem  gallon  c^  eight  pints. 

It  is  probable  that  the  wine  given  by  theVaiueof 
king,  and  directed  to  be  delivered  by  the  g^^'*^- 
hands  of  his  chief  butler,  was  intended  to  be 
of  the  first  quality.      One   gallon  per  diem 
appears  from  the  proclamation  of  Richard  II, 
which  was  only  nine  years  posterior  to  the 
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CHAP,  grant  to  Chaucerj  to  have  been  rated  as  nearly 
equal  in  value  to  tv/o  tuns,  or  £.  lo,  per  an^ 
num.  Hence  we  collect  a  trivial  illustration 
of  the  vicissitudes  of  our  poet's  fortune.  In 
1374  he  has  a  grant  of  one  pycher  per  dietrij 
or  £.  10  a  year.  In  1378,  the  first  year  of 
Richard),  he  has  twenty  marks,  or  ;^.  1 3  :  6  :  8 
,per  annuniy  in  compensation  of  this  wine^. 
And  in  13Q8,  having  been  compelled  by 
distress,  ten  years  before,  to  dispose  of  these 
grants,  he  has  a  tun  of  wine  per  annum  "^y 
which,  if  its  value  had  not  risen  from  the 
time  of  the  proclamiation  before  quoted,  was 
not  worth  more  than  £•  5.  It  has  already^ 
been  mentioned  that  the  money  of  that  time 
may  be  computed  to  be  equal  to  eighteen 
times  the  money  of  the  same  denomination 
at  present ;  so  that,  if  we  are  to  take  the  price 
fixed  by  the  proclamation  of  Richard  11.  upon 
the  best  wine,  as  a  measure  of  the  value  of 
Chaucer's  grant,  he  may/ be  considered  as 
having  now  obtained  a  second  life-rannuity 


'  Appendix,  No.  *  Appendix,  No. 
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1  addition  to  the  life-annuit 
^.  240  granted  to  him  in  the  year  1 367« 


of  jT,  1 80,  in  addition  to  the  life-annuity  of  c  h  a  p. 


It  is  a  curious  question  to  examine,  how  imputed 
far  this  grant  of  wine  was  connected  with  the    tion  be- 


tweeu 


association  of  ideas,  which  has  prevailed,  per-  wine  and 
haps  ever  since  the  times  of  Homer  and  An- 
acreon,  of  a  certain  alliance  between  the 
juice  of  the  grape  and  poetry.  I  find  a  grant, 
or  rather  the  confirmation  of  a  grant  *,  of 
Edward  III,  m  the  first  year  of  his  reign, 
to  Mary,  his  aunt,  daughter  of  Edward  I,  of 
ten  tuns  of  wine  per  annum^  toward  her  sus- 
tenance. But  the  princess  Mary  was  a  vo- 
taress, and  cannot  be  supposed  to  have  want- 
ed ten  tuns  of  wine  annually  for  her  own 
consumption  ;  and  the  phraseology  of  the 
grant  \in  subventum  sustentatiqnis  sutie]  seems 
to  imply  rather  that  it  was  a  commodity  to 
be  given  in  Exchange  for  other  commodities, 
than  to  be  consumed  in  kind  by  the  grantee, 
Chaucer's  wine  was  almost  certainly  intended 
for   the   poet's  inimediate  use.      Whatever 


•  Rymer,  Tom.  IV,  1  Edv.  8,  Feb.  25. 
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xxxYi'  ^^S^^  ^^  *^®  motive  in  which  this  giratit 
•  originated,  it  is  likely  that  the  grant  of  a 
tierce  of  wine  [the  third  part  of  a  pipe]  an- 
nually to  Ben  Jonson,  and  something  similar 
to  other  poetsh4aureat  since  his  time,  has 
sprung  from  this  allowance  to  Chaucer,  in 
th6  same  manner  as  the  burial  of  poets  since 
his  time  in  a  certain  compartment  of  West- 
minster Abbey  has  originated  in  the  accident 
of  his  being  buried  there. 

Probable         fi^  circumstance  of  Chaucer^s  receiving 

amount  of  O 

Chaucer's  j^jg  allowance  of  wine  daily,  seems  to  afford 

income.  >  ' 

a  considerable  presumption  that  it  was  con- 
sumed from  day  today  as  it  was  received* 
From  this  fact  we  may  derive  a  reasonable 
inference  as  to  the  extent  of  Chaucer's  for- 
tune*  We  find  him  consuming  four  pipes  of 
wine  annually,  the  price  of  which,  stated  in 
modern  denominaticms  of  money,  was  JT.  1 80, 
or  j^.  46  f€r  pipe.  The  question  then  which 
it  is  necessary  for  us  to  examine  is,  what 
maybe  taken  to  be  the  whole  annual  ex- 
penditure of  a  man,  whose  consumption  is 
to  this  amount  in  the  single  article  of  wine? 
It  seema^  to  be  the  height  of  absurdity  to 
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suppose  that  Chaucer's  entire  disbursements  c  h  a  p. 


under  every  other  article  were  comprehended! 
withia  the  limits  ,of  his  pension  of  twenty 
marks,  that  is,  of  ^^  240  of  modern  money. 
Proceeding  upon  this  datum  of  his  grant  of 
wine,  we  cannot  with  probability  take  his 
entire  revenue  at  this  period  at  a  loww  va^ 
luation  than  ^.  looo  of  modem  moneys 
which^  reduced  into  the  denominations  of 
Chaucer's  time,  fe  ^^  55  :  1 1  :  ly- 

What  then  were  the  items  of  which  this 
Income  was  composed  ?  Beside  his  pension 
and  his  grant  of  wine,  he  had  also  the  grant 
of  a  house  near  the  Royal  Manca:  House  at 
Woodstock.  Taking  the  rent  df  the  house  a 
man  lives  in  at  the  tenth  part  of  his  income, 
Chaucer's  house  at  Woodstock:  may  be  esti-* 
mated,  in  modern  denominations  of  money, 
at  the  value  of  ;^.  \oo per  annum.  Thia  with 
his  annuity  at  J^.  240,  and  his^ant  of  wine 
at  j(*.  180  per  annum y  constitutes  a  revenue 
of  ^.  520,  It  is  also  not  unfrequent  for  the 
grant  of  a  house  to  be  accompanied  by  cer- 
tain other  perquisites,  tending  to  assist  the 
Jiplder  in  his  means  of  subsistence.     Still 
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GHAP.  however  there  will  remain  considerable  fe-« 

xxxvi. 

u  '  sources  to  be  supplied,  to  raise  Chaucer's  in- 
come to  the  amount  above  specified.  These^ 
as  was  hinted  on  a  forn\er  occasion  %  may 
most  obviously  be  supplied  by  the  supposition 

His  paternal  that   Chauccr   inherited   a   paternal   fortune 

ancc  adequate  to  the  ordinary  purposes  of  subsist- 
ence. Nine  years  elapsed  between  the  time 
when  we  know  that  Chaucer  occupied  the 
house  granted  him  by  his  sovereign  on  the 
verge  of  Woodstock  Park,  and  the  date  of 
his  first  pension :  and  we  must  perceive  it 
to  be  impossible  that  Chaucer  should  have 
tenanted  a  house,  which  we  have  found  equal 
in  accommodations  to  a  modern  house  of  the 
rent  of  >C*^^^  P^^  annum^  at  a  time  when 
he  was  destitute  in  other  respects  of  the  lur*- 
cessaries  of  life. 

Thus,  by  a  collation  of  circumstances,  we 
seem  to  have  mrrived  at  a  reasonable  basis  of 
inference  respecting  the  external  situation  of 
Chaucer,  and  the  figure,  as  to  opulence  and 


Ch^.  XIX,  p.  JOot 
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tank,  which  he  made  in  the  eyes  of  his  con^  xxxvl 
temporaries  2  and  the  conclusion  is  that,  from ' 
the  thirtieth  year  of  his  age  at  latest,  his 
situation  was  that  of  a  certain  degree  of  com- 
petence and  ease,  while,  by  the  munificence 
of  his  sovereign,  and  the  attachment  j^nd 
afFecti6n  of  John  of  Gaunt,  he  continually 
rose,  as  we  shall  have  further  occasion  to  ob- 
serve in  the  sequel,  to  a  still  higher  degree 
of  opulence. 

Another  inference  not  less  important  to  the .  His  moral 

■■•  and  social 

illustration  of  the  life  of  Chaucer,  is  supplied  ^*^^'*- 
to  us  by  the  grant  of  a  pitcher  of  wine  daily, 
which  we  are  here  discussing.  We  may  rea* 
sonably  expect  to  derive  some  light  from  it 
upon  the  moral  habits  and  social  character  of 
the  receiver.  When  we  meet  with  a  grant  of 
ten  tuns  of  wine  per  annum  to  a  nun,  this  is 
to  be  considered  abstractedly  only,  as  pro- 
perty to  a  certain  amount.  '  But  the  case  of 
the  grant  to  Chaucer  is  not  similar.  The 
man  who  receives  what  we  should  now  call 
four  bottles  of  wine  a  day  from  the  king's 
cellar,  may  fairly  be  considered  as  a  con- 
sumer of  wine  to  that  amount.     If  it  had 

VOL.  II,  K  K 
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xxxvL  ^^^^  ^^^  intended  for  actual  cotasUteption,  it 
'^'' '  ^  '  would  have  been  given  undcjr  a  different 
His  temper  form.     ChauceT  therefore,  it  appears,  was  a 

gay  and  *  a  x  ^ 

convivial,  jj^j^j  of  a  gay  and  convivial  temper,  who^  it 
may  he  presumed,  seldom  sat  down  to  the 
principal  refreshment  of  the  day,  without  the 
society  of  two  or  three  chosen  friends,  "tritdse 
manors  and  topics  of  conversation  were  con- 
genial to  hi«  own*  To  Chaucer's  table  then 
we  may  with  sufficient  propriety  apply  the 
vtrses  in  which  Beaumont  has  celeltfated  the 
convivial  meeting^  he  had  been  accuatomed 
to  hdid  with  Shakespear,  Fletcher  and  Jomoiau 

What  things  have  we  seen 
Done  at  tlie  Mermaid !  heard  word^,  that 
'  have  been 

So  nimble,  anil  so  full  of  subtle  flame. 

As  if  that  every  one  from  urbence  they  came> 

Had  meant  to  put  his  whole  wit  in  a  jest. 

And  had  rcsolv'd  to  live  a  fool  the  rest 

Of  his  dull  life ;  then  when  there  hath  been 

thrown 
Wit,  able*  enough  to  justify  the  town 
for  three  days  past,  wit,  thatmight  warrant  be 
For  the  whole  city  to  talk  foolishly 
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I'ill  tlwtt  were  canceU'd;  and,  when  that  was  char, 

«^«^  XXXVI. 

,   We  left  an  air  behind  us  which  alone  ^^74-. 

Was  able'  to  make  the  two  next  eompanies 
Bight  witty;   though  but  downright  fools, 
mere  wise. 
VERSES  OF  BEAUMONT  TO  JONSON,  annex- 
ed to  the  Comedy  of  the  Nice  Valour 
or  the  Passionate  Madman. 

A  further  inference  as  to  the  moral  habits  inclined  t# 
of  Chaticer,  which  may  be  collected  with 
sufficient  evidence  from  the  documents  here 
referred  to,  and  others  which  will  hereafter  * 

l>e  produced,  is  that  he  was,  with  respect  to 
his  domestie  economy,  a  niajn  of  expensive 
hal^s,  and  not  unfrequently  exposed  to  pe^ 
cuniary  embairassment*  Chaucer  apppars  to 
hxwe  loved  travelling,  to  have  Joved  society, 
.and  to  have  loved  to  see  himself  surrounded 
witti  gay,  good-faumoured  and  warm-hearted 
fii<^ads.  We  may  reasonably  believe  that  his 
society  was  select.  On  a  former  occasion  we 
entered  into  a  review  of  the  character  and 
history  of  two  of  his  most  intimate  com- 

K  K  a 
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XX Al  panions  \  and  these  may  well  be  received  ag 


137*. 


'a  specimen  of  the  rest.     Chaucer  was  by  no 

means  deficient  in  all  the  refinement  that  the 

age  in  which  he  lived  could  afford ;  he  was 

a  courtier,  a  gentleman,  and  a  man  versed  in 

and  to  pica-  literature,  taste  and  the  fine  arts.    But,  within 

suiable  in- 
dulgence!, these  limits,  he  delighted  to  unbend  himself, 

and  to  enjoy  all  those  relaxations  and  amuse- 
ments which  to  the  delicate  mind  inspire  ad- 
ditional zest,  in  consequence  of  the  canons 
of  criticism  and  good  sense  to  which  they 
are  subjected.  The  bent  of  his  mind  in  this 
respect  is  sufficiently  visible  in  his.  works^ 
particularly  in  the  work  of  his  maturestyears^ 
the  Canterbury  Tales ;  where,  it  is  usually, 
and  perhaps  justly,  remarked  that  the  parts 
which  are  tinctured  with  a  certain  degree  of 
broad  and  salacious  humour,  such  as  the  Mllr 
leres  Tale  and  the  Reves  Tale,  together  with 
the  Wif  of  Bathes  Prologue,  are  inferior  to 
nothing  in  the  collection.  The  coarseness 
which  we  may  be  inclined  to  impute,  to  these 


*  Chap.  XVII. 
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productions,  is  ascribable  to  the  poet's  age,  chap. 
mid  not  to  the  poet.  In  a  word,:  Chancer  ===s 
was  an  individual  little  disposed  to  monastic 
austerities ;  and,  though  he  certainly  never 
wallowed  in  the  mire  of  sensuality,  or  for- 
feited his  consequence  with,  his  compatriots 
by  dishonourable  indulgences^  yet  he  had 
senses  and  faculties  qualifying  him  to^  enjoy 
all  the  temperate  pleasures,  of  existence^  and 
he  was  not  of  a;  character  to  refuse  himself 
any  gratifications  which  an:  enlightened  and 
nhfettered  judgment  might  approve. 

W^  have  already  seen. great  reason  to  be-  iwwtuaiiy 
lieve  that  Ghaucer  inheritied  by  birth  a  mo-, 
derate  competence.     If  therefore  he  had  not 
been  decisively  of  a  pleaisurable  turn,  if  he 
had  not  been  a  man  somewhat  too  little  in- 
clined to  deny  himself  jthQse  pleasures  which 
were  not  exactly  within,  the  limits  of  his  per- 
gonal means,  he  ^  would  probably  ri^ver  have 
been  a- courtier,  or  at  least  not  a  courtier  in 
that  eminent  degree  in  which  we;  find  him 
to  have  been   such.     By.  this  principle  his  HUintro. 
public    history  is  .easily  and  naturally  ex-    intopub. 
plained.     Whether  Edward  III.  or  bis  queen 
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cHA^p.  PhUipj^a  were  the  fitst  spontaneously  to  r^ 
!  cognise  the  splendour  of  his  talents,  or  dns 
circumstance  were  pointed  out  to  them  by 
another^  it  19  impossible  for  us  to  p]ronoiince« 
put  we  may  easily  perceive  that  hia  fir^ 
coming  to  court  was  in  the  character  ^f  a 
tnan  of  unparalleled  endowments^  of  great 
worthj^  and  of  a  frank  and  noble  temper^ 
somewhat  too  much  fettered  smd  narrowed 
)n  his  circumstances ;  and  as  such,  a  person 
peculiarly  proper  to  be  chosen  as  an  object 
His  succes-  of  royal  munificence.  The  feing  accordingly 
liikQtjDMk  placed  him  about  the  penon  of  ^  favourite 
son,  invited  him  to  i^ttend  upon  the  hours  of 
foyal  reoreation,  and  gave  him  a  house  within 
$ight  cf  one  of  his  most  favourite  retreats. 
Two  years  dfter^  he  l^d  Cbaufcer  with  him 
tb  the  field  in  an  invarfon  of  France,  ;ind 
probably  ^ave  him  ^n  KbftDurable  post  in^thftt 
Sirmie^  of  his  country.  The  ne!tt  favout^ 
Chaucer  received  from  his  sovereign  was  the 
pension^  the  value  of  which  has  been  fbr-» 
meiiy  discussed.  JJe  was  afterward  ^mjrfoy-f 
ed  upon  a  secret  mission  to  the  continent  j 
^ti^  ^  yt^  Qt  two  i(tib8^quent}y  to  this^  a|)« 
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pointed  in  a  public  character  one  of  the  Eng-  c  ha  p, 
lish  envoys  to  the  republic  of  Genoa.  In  ad-  ^— — ^ 
dition  to  these  distinctions,  he  received  in  the 
present  year  a  grant  of  a  pitcher  of  wine  daily, 
to  be  delivered  to  him  during  the  term  of 
his  life  by  the  hands  of  the  king's  principal 
butfer. 

Still  however  Chaucer^s  fortune  was  not  ^»^pi»»n«- 

ea  comp- 

equal  to  the  openness  and  liberality  of  hi^   ^^^^^^ 
disposition.     In  about   six  wedcs   aftfer  the    ^'*"'^' 
grant  of  wine  above  mentioned,  he  received 
a  much  mote  considerable  mark  of  the  royal 
bounty,  in  the  appointment  of  comptroller  of 
the  duties  of  customs  in  the  port  of  Ltmdon  \ 

What  was  the  value  of  this  office  it  is  not 
easy  precisely  to  ascertain.  It  may  be  con- 
sidered in  two  points  of  viewj  as  to  the 
salary  annexed  to  the  appointment,  and  the 
degree  of  consideration  ordinarily  yielded  to 
the  person  who  held  it*    , 

From  an  inspection  of  the  official  rolls  in  import- 

ance  of 

which  the  patent  grants  of  the  kings  of  Eng-    this«tu- 


*^  Appendix,  No. 
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CHAP,  land  in  these  times  are  recorded,  it  appears 
■    I  ^      that  there  were  two  contemporary  oflScers  to 
whom  the  superintendence  of  the  duties  of 
customs  was  principally  confided  :  these  are, 
the  clerk,  and  the  comptroller.     The  super* 
intendence  of  the  king's  works  was  in  like 
manner  intrusted  to  two  persons  with  aimilar 
denominations.     By  an  examination  of  these 
grants  it  will  be  found  that  the  comptroller 
in  each  of  these   departments   officiated  as 
treasurer,  or,  more  accurately  speaking,  that 
it  was  on  his  ^ff2^/»  and  attestation  that  the 
accounts  of  the  derk  were  settled;     Proceed-, 
ing  upon  these  premises,  it  has  been  sug- 
gested to  me  by  persons  versed  in  affair^  of 
this  nature,  that  the  comptroller  was  the  prin-. 
cipal  officer,,  and  that  the  emc^uments  of.  his 
place  may  reasonably  be  concluded  to  have 
been  the  greatest  of  the  two. 
Saiaiyany       Chauccr,  iu  conscqucnce  of  the  intrigues 
»^         and  convulsions  of  the  reign  of  Richard  II, 
forfeited  his  office  of  comptroller  of  the  cus- 
toms ;  and,  when,  sdme  years  after,  he  was 
restored  to  favour,  he  received  in  lieu  of  it 
the    appointment   pf  clerk  of   the    king'5 
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works*.  It  has  been  coiiceiyed,  and  we  shall  chap. 

XXXVI* 

see  strong  reasons  to  confirm  this. opinion -=^ 
hereafter,  that  the  emoluments  of  the  latter  of  ^^^*' 
these  offices  were  not  equal  to  the  emolu- 
ments of  the  former.  Chaujccr'^j  salary  as 
clerk  of  the  works  is  stated  in.  the  patent  of 
his  appointment  to  have  beea  two  fiihillings 
per  diem  ^ ;  that  is,  ^;  30  :  10  i.-^ per  an^ 
nuvti  or,  in  denominations  o£  modem  money,- 
a  ,yeafly  income  of  six  hundred  and  fifty- 
seven  pounds.  If  then  we  suppose  his  re- 
venue, independently,  of  this  office,  to  have 
been  equivalent  to  one  thousand  pounds^^ 
annum'  of  modern  money,  w^e  f^hall  see  suf- 
ficient reason  to  consider  Chaucer  as  placed 
stt  this  time  in  a  situatibia  of  Comparative 
opulence  and  splendpur.        ;.. 

We  have  formerly  referred  to  Mr.. Tyr-  Nature  of 
wmt  s  comment  upon  Chaucer  s  grant  of  tlue    ncss. 
patent  office  of  comptroller  of  the  customs  ^* 
This  critic  infers,  from  the  circumstance  of 
Chaucer  being  required  to  ke6p  the  accounts 
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CHAP,  of  his  oflRce  with  his  own  hand,  that  Ed- 


ward  IIL  ^  wa«  either  totally  ins^nsiMe  of 
liis  poetical  talents,  or  at  least  had*  no  rakd 
to  encourage  him  ia  thff  cultivation  of  ex« 
ercise  of  them.'^ 

This  inference  has  ahready  been  repelled 
in  the  place  vHtiere  we  jfirst  had  ccca^n  to 
mention  it..  Another  answ^  arises,  now 
that  we  are  brought  to  the  fact  iii  the  or-* 
dinaty  ooutte  of  our  narrative.  -Edward  III 
or  his  queen  paid  an  honourable  homage  to 
the  splendour  of  Chaucer^s  poetical  talent  in 
diQyear  lasa  or  earlier,  when  he  received 
j&om  them  the  donation  of  a  house  at  Wood** 
stock.  It  would  indeed  be  hail&h  reasoning,  if 
what  the  Jsing^  did  in  kindn^s  to  Chaucer 
sixteen  years  afterward,  should  forfeit  the 
lair  reputation  and  equitable  construction  of 
what  he  had  previously  done  in  the  full 
vigour  and  maturity  erf"  his  judgment. 
Chancer         fiut  Ict  US  fuTthcr  rccolUct  at  what  period 

&9feB  this  .        *  » 

ippoiiH-    it  was  that  Chaucer  obtained  the  ofiice  of 

mentto 

^^J^®^ comptroller  of  the  customs:— just  three  years 
before  the  death  of  Edward  III,  at  a  time 
when  the  king  had  almost  endMly  withdrawn 
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himself  from  the  cares  of  state,  when  the  po-  ^^yj- 
litical  power  of  ChaucerV  friend,  John  of^ 
Gaum,  was  nearly  iibsolutf,  ^nd  when  ^c^ 
(cordingly  po  ^ear  passed  without  Chaucer 
receiving  from  the  government  one  or  more 
substantial  marks  of  the  ffivour  with  which 
he  was  regarded.  Mr.  Tyrwhit  therefore 
should  have  transferred  the  charge  of  insen- 
sibility to  Chaucer's  genius,  from  Edward  IH, 
to  this  illustrious  prince,  whose  confidence  in 
Chaucer  was  unlimited,  and  whose  friendship 
for  him  was  unalterable.  The  commentator 
certainly  might  have  spared  his  Subtle  refine- 
ments upon  the  exalted  talent  ctf  patronage, 
as  well  as  the  apposite  quotation  &om  Milton 
which  he  adduced  to  shbw>  that,  though  Ed- 
ward III.  were  dcrf  to  all  die  witcheries  of 
jpoetry,  he  was  himself  endowed  with  a  true 
discernment  oiF  its  beauties  \ 

It  is  easy  to  account  for  Chaucer  bemg  ^iJ^]^^ 


tion. 


^  The  quotation  is  from  the  Mansiu : 

Neque  enim,  nisi  chanif^orta 
pis  superis^  poterit  inagho  favisee  po^S. 

ter.  12. 
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XX  Al  ^PP^5[^t^^  *o  '^^  place  of  comptraller  of  the 
."  — ■  '    customs  ;  an  office,  the  business  of  which  he 

1374.  .  .      . 

not  equivocally  insinuates  was  little  agree- 
able to  his  disposition  ^  Chaucer  aspired  to 
a  generous  style  of  living  and  a  liberal  in- 
come. His  patron  felt  the  siiicerest  inclina- 
tion to  meet  his  wishes  in  thif,  nespect.  Yet 
he  scrupled  to  provide  for  him  urfder  the 
direct  form  of  an  ample  pension.  Though 
John  of  Gaunt,  and  a  few  pertons  touched 
with  the  love  of  literature  and  the  muses, 
knew  what  \yas  the  honour  due  to  a:  poet; 
the  bulk  of  the  British  nobles  of  this  pferiod 
cannot  be  supposed  to  have  entered  into 
the^e  feelings.  Nor  were  th.e  old  Eti^lish 
barons  endowed  ^  ^n  a  high  degree  :wlth  a 
pliant  spirit*  or  mi^ch  accustpiijed  to  si^press 
the  comments  which  publie  iBcasur^  excited 
in  their  minds.  They  would  hav^  murmur- 
ed,- and  loudly,  if  they  had  «een  a  pL^eian, 
who  was  drawn  from  the  haunts  of  trade, 
msdntained,  in  what  they  would  have  called 


'  House  of  FaiDc>  Book  II}  ver.  144. 
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idleness,  with  an  income  equal  to  that  of  chap. 

XXXVK 

many  of  the  high-born  peers  of  the  realm.  ^ 

Every  one  knows  the  style  in  which  they 
addressed  their  sovereign  in  the  reigns  of 
Henry  III,  Edward  II.  and  Richard  IL  John 
of  Gaunt  had  a  delicate  part  to  perform 
amidst  an  aristocracy  of  this  sort ;  and  he  was 
not  inexperienced  enough  to  imagine  that  he 
had  nothing  to  consult  in  affairs  of  govern- 
ment but  his  own  inclination. 

There  is  a  further  reason  why  Tohn  of  chauoer*a 
Gaunt  might   naturally  desire  that  Chaucer    r'»ic^a- 
should  hold  an  official  situation.  It  was  not 
his  habit  to  play  the  idle  part  of  a  patron;  he 
rather  wished  to  place  the  talents  he  loved, 
in  active  employments.     This  is  sufficiently 
apparent  in  the  case  of  Wicliffe.     He  pro- 
bably held  to  Chaucer  a  language  something 
like  this :  "  You  are  in  the  full  vigour  of 
your  age  and  constitution.     That  thi&  vigour 
should  be  employed  in  the  service  of  your 
country,  will  be  equally  advantageous  to  you 
and  to  me.  The  reins  of  the  English  govern- 
ment are  confided  to  my  hands ;  I  ought  not 
to  withdraw  roysetf  from  this  responsibility. 


iDiniste- 
rial  ch» 
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%^^l'  if  I  desired  it.     I  want  yout  advice  ;  I  W4llt 
1174     *^^  assistance  gf  your  talents.     I  shall  often 
feel  prompted  to  consult  your  admirable  judg- 
ment, the  rectitude  of  your  views,  and  yout 
knowledge  of  the  world  and  of  the  human 
heart ;  and  it  is  more  frank  and  manly  that 
the  man  whose  counsels  I  pursue  should  fill 
an  ostensible  ofEce^  than  that  he  should  be 
my  adviser  secret  and  unavowed.     You  owe 
yourself  to  your  country  and  your  insad; 
and  I  re(|uire  this  ajt  your  hands*     On  the 
other  side,  if  you  desire  poetical  &me»  your 
compliance  with  my  wishes  will  assist  your 
attainment  of  that  objects     Man  is  a  complex 
bein^  and  k  aSected  wil^  mixed  fconsident- 
dons  J  and  your  contemporaries  will  listep 
with  far  difiiarent  feelings  to  yomr  bMutifol 
and  ^evated  prc^iucttons  if  they  flow  from  aa 
ambasaftdor  and  a  minister  of  state,  than  if 
y<Hi  remained  obscuiely  shdltered  undo:  your 
natal  roof  m  the  city  in  which  you  wsrt 
bom,  or  «e<|ue$teFed  among  the  groves  and 
streams  whkh  adorn  your  inei^bcnifibfleDd  at 
Woodstock." 
HJ»*««s.      Thew  was  y«t  anodier  reasosi  why  CSiauccr 
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jnight  desire  wealth  and  a  situa|ion  calcukted  ^X3^I* 
to  excite  the  reqpect  of  the  wcwrld.  He  had  '  ^  ' " 
been  for  some  time  married,  and  was  now 
pretty  certainly  a  father :  Thomas  Chaucer, 
speaker  of  the  house  of  commons  in  the 
second  year  of  Henry  IV,  must  by  this  time 
have  been  bom.  In  his  person  his  illustrious 
£ither  raised  a  family ;  and  it  is  but  fair  to 
infw  that  what  he  actually  did,  he  previously 
intended  to  do.  From  this  time  therefore  we 
are  to  consider  Chaucer  in  a  new  point  of 
view.  His  situation  was  no  longer  a  doubt- 
ful OTO.  He  no  longer,  in  the  contemptuous 
phraseology  of  Dr.  Johnson  \  ^  hung  loose 
upon  society*^'  He  appeared  in  two  ways 
under  a  character  which  mankind  are  prone 
to  regard  with  a  certain  degree  of  esteem* 
He  was  the  reputable  master  c^  a  fiujiily, 
emlM^acing  within  its  limits  the  principal  of 
those  natural  diarities  which  have  so  my- 
sterious and  irresistible  a  power  over  the  hu- 
man heart.     And  he  was  a  man  in  office  and  andofficiai 


situaQjon. 
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CHAP,  authority,  whom  many  approached  as  soll^ 
r  citors,  the  equity  of  whose  decisions  many 

waited  with  anxiety>  and  who  might  expect, 
accordingly  as  he  should  conduct  himself,  to 
be  pursued  with  curses,  or  looked  up  to  with 
thoughts  of  gratitude  and  blessing,  by  mul- 
titudes. 
Supposed        Beside  the  grants  to  Chaucer  already  enu-^ 
the  year    mcrated,  a  question  has  also  arisen  of  another. 
This  18  mentioned  in  the  Life  prefixed  to 
Urry's  edition  in  these  terms :    "  Not  loi^ 
after  [the  pension  of  1 3(57],  we  find  him  gen- 
tleman of  the  kmg*8  privy  chamber,,  and  by 
that"  title  the  king  granted  to  him  by  letters 
patents  dated  in   the  forty-fifth*  year  of  his 
reign,  the  further  sum  of  twenty  marks  per 
annum  during  life."     Mr.  Tyrwhit,  speaking 
of  the  same  particular,  says,  **  Mr.  Speght; 
who  omits  this  grant  [the  pension  of  1307], 
jnentions  one  of  the  same  purport  in  the  45 
E/IIL  in  which  Chaucer  is  styled  Valettus 
HQspiiii^  which  he  translates— Gr^/^  of  the 
Pallace'r 

*  Preface,  Appendix  C,  note  d. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


LIFE  OP  CHAUCEIL  Si  J 

It  IS  curious  to  trace  the  ebbs  and  flows  of  xxx\al 
veracity  in  different  authors,  treating  of  sub*     \     ■, 
jects  of  this  sort.     The  biographer,  coadju- 
tor  of  Urry,  states,  as  we  see,  the  assertion 
of  Chaucer  receiving  from  Edward  III.  a    ^ 
second  grant  of  twenty  marks  per  annum  dur- 
ing life,  in  the  most  direct  and  unqualified    . 
manner;   leaving  his  readers  to  discover  as 
they  can,  whether  his  assertion  bp  founded 
in  official  records,  or  in  the  personal  effront* 
ery  of  the  writer.     Mr.   Tyrwhitj    though 
equ^ly  erroneous  in  his  statement,  has  fur- 
nished a  clue  enabling  us  to  detect  the  mis- 
representation both  of  him  and  of  his  pre- 
decessor. 

But  the  most  remarkable  way  in  which  5^f^« 
this  supposed  fact  of  a  second  pension  is  re- 
presented, is  in  the  article  of  Chaucer  in  the 
Biographia  Britannica.  The  writer  of  this 
article  copies  verbatim  the  sentence  above 
quoted  from  Urry's  coadjutor.  He  does  not 
however  stop  here.  He  inserts  in  his  mar^n 
a  reference  to  substantiate  his  assertion,  in  this 
fom,  "  45  Ed.  III.  p.  3.  m.  7 }"  established 
fibbreviations,  which,  put  into  words  at  lengt^ 

VOL.  II.  ^L  L       . 
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cp  A  p.  signify  "  Patent  Rdlls  of  the  forty-ftfth  yeat 

:^ of  Edward  III,  part  (dr  roll)  the  third,  mem-p' 

brane  (or  skin)  the  seventh."  Thus  he  boldly 
tites  the  highest  authority  which  can  be  ex-* 
hibited  in  a  matter  of  thFs  sott,  to  confirm  hia 
assertion, 
its  foiserici.  How  then  does  the  fact  itself  stand  f  The 
patent  rolls  of  the  forty-fifth  year  of  Ed- 
ward III.  are  two  only  j  there  is  no  third 
*part.  That  I  might  completely  establish  or 
iefute  th^  statement  of  the  Biogrsqphia,  I  im- 
posed upon  myself  the  unnecessary  t^sk  of 
teoking  through  the  patents  of  that  yearj 
There  is,  as  might  easily  have  been^  conceiv- 
ed, no  such  patent.  The  whole  reference'is 
of  that  sort  which  is  best  known  by  the  ap^ 
*  pellatiori  of  "  a  fabrication  of  history."  And 
this  in  a  w6r}c,  which  purports  to  be  a  mo-e 
numerit  of  our  national  literature.  It  is  so 
printed  in  the  edition  of  1 748.  It  so  standa 
without  change  or  examination  in  the  edition 
t)f  1784.  We  shall  have  several  further 
occasions  to  animadvert  upon  the  forgeries 
which  occur  in  the  article  of  Chjiucer  in  the 
piographia  Britannka. 
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We  are  thus  reduced  to  the  single  autho-  c  ha  p. 

•  •     "•  XXXVI, 

titj  of  Mr.  Speght,  upon  which  it  is  easy: 


to  perceive  that  the  statements  of  the  coad-  whldith^ 
jutor  of  Urry,  of  Mr.  Tyrv^hit,  and  of  the  *^'^"^" 
JBiographia,  are  entirely  founded.  Now  Mu 
3peght'»  reference  is  to  the  Pe//is  Exitui 
S{:accdrii  of  45  E.  Ill  ^ ;  and,  as  he  takes  no 
notice  of,  and  had  never  seen,  the  patent 
.  grant  of  1 367,  it  is  not  difficult  for  a  careless 
reader,  after  the  patent  of  ,1367  had  beeii 
brought  to  light,  to  regard  the  statement  of 
Mr.  Speght  as  referring  to  a  second  grant  to 
the  same  amount,  four  years  subsequent  to 
the  former.  But  what  is  the  fact?  The 
Pellis  Exitus  Scaccarii  is  *'  a  skin  recording 
the  issues  of  the  exchequer  ;''  ^nd  therefore 
the  reference  of  Mr.  Speght  is  not,  as  he 
hastily  styles  it,  to  a  grant  of  45  jE.  Illy  but . 
to  Chaucer's  receipt  in  that  year  for  a  pay- 
ment of  money  upon  a  grant  previously  exist- 
ing* A  similar  receipt  we  shall  have  occasion 
to  produce  in  another  place.     The  statement 


^  Speght'8  Edition  :  JJfe  of  Chaucer  j  his  rewards* 
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xxxv^'  of  Mr.  Speght  therefore,  when  duly  cxamin- 
1  ed,  affords  not  the  slightest  foundation  to  the 
idea  of  a  second  pension  granted  to  Ghaueer> 
in  the  year  1371. 

There  is  however  one  thing  remarkable  in 
the  record  produced  by  Mr.  Speght,  and  that 
13  the  addition  by  which  Chaucer  is  de- 
signated, Valettus  Hospitii.  This  term  can 
scarcely  be  construed  as  meaning  less,  thaix 
that  the  poet  actually  possessed  an  appoint- 
ment of  some  kind,  not  yet  traced  in  the  ren 
,  pords,  in  the  royal  houshold. 


^NP    OF    TH?    SECOND  VGLUMIB, 


V.  DifViftOh,  Wtx'itc- lTar:i. 
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